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The Judiciary and the Bar of New England. 



MAINE. 



NATHAN CLEAVES, Portland, Me., \va.< 
born in Bridgton, Me., January 9, 1835, 
ami a son of Thomas and Sophia (Bradstreet) 
Cleaves. His Ijovhood was passed in Bridgton 
and in Portland. Fitting for college at the 
Portland Academy, he entered Bowdoin in 
1<S.")4 and graduated in l8oX. Among Ins 
classmates were Gen. Francis Fessenden, of 
Portland; Gen. J. P. Cilley, of Pockland; the 
Hon. E. B. Xealley, of Bangor: Gen. Ellis 
Spear, of Washington, D. C., and other [)rom- 
inent men. 

Selecting the law as his [)rofession, Mr. 
Cleaves studied with tlie Hon. .Josepli Howard 
and the Hon. Sewall C. Strout, and «as ad- 
mitted to the bar in Cumberland county at the 
April term, 1861, of the Su[)reme .Judicial 
Court. He opened an office in Bowdoinham, 
Me., and suljsequently remo\'ed to Portland 
wliere he formed a law pai'tnership with the 
Hon. L. D. M. Sweat, then member of congress 
from the Portland district. JJiis business con- 
nection continued until July, 18G4, when he 
formed a, partnership with the late Hon. Joseph 
Howard, under the name of Howard & ( 'leaves. 
This continued until the death of Judge How- 
ard, when the law firm of Nathan and Henry 
B. Cleaves was formed, to which Stephen S. 
Perry was subsequently admitted. 

In politics Nathan ('leaves was a Deiiiocrat, 



loj'al to his party, but he "subordinated his 
])olitical conduct to his manhood." Pie was a 
man of very great personal popularity, and 
was many times honored with })ublic office, 
l)eing city solicitor of Portland in 1869, repre- 
seutati\-e to the State Legislature in 1.S71 and 
1875, judge of the Probate Court from 1876 to 
1.S80, surveyor of the Port of Portland four 
years, and was frequently a delegate to con- 
ventions both State and National. At the 
State Convention of tlie Democratic })arty in 
LS92 he was unanimously selected as a dele- 
gate at large to the (Jhicago Convention that 
nominated Cleveland and Stephenson, l>eing 
chairman of the Maine delegation. 

Judge (Jleaves was connected with many 
business enterprises and corporations. He was 
president of tlie Ellsworth ^\'ater Conqiany, a 
director of the (,'und)erla,nd National Bank of 
Portland, of the First National Bank of Bar 
Harbor, the \\'estbrook Trust Company, and 
other leading business and linancial corpora- 
tions of the State. He was a [)romineiit mem- 
l)er of the Masonic fi-aternity and of the Odd 
Fello\\'s, pi'esident of tlie Society for the Pre- 
vention of ('rutJty to Animals, and a member 
and ofKeer of many charitable organizations, 
the trt'asuries of \\'hich have many times felt 
the lieneHt (if his (juiet but ellective generosity. 
He was a. faithful and ilevoted member of St. 
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Luke'is parish and for many yeai's one of its 
vestrymen. 

Judge Cleaves was in active practice during 
a period of more than thirty years. Pie at- 
tained great prominence in the profession he 
foved so much, and ahvays enjoyed the confi- 
dence, respect, and esteem of the bench and 
bar, and of the entire community. 




NATHAN CLEAVES. 

Nathan Cleaves married in iMay, 1865, Caro- 
line, the accomplished daughter of Judge Jo- 
seph Howard. She died at Augusta in Febru- 
ary, 1875, wliile lier husljand was there as 
representative from Portland. 

Judge Cleaves died at his residence in Port- 
land on September 5, 1<S9'2. Memorial exer- 
cises were held by the Cunrberland Bar Asso- 
ciation before the Supreme Judicial Court, and 
the following resolution was adopted and 
placed on the records of the court: 

"Resolved, That the members of the Cum- 
berland bar have heard with a deep sense of 
personal grief and loss the news of the sudden 
illness and death of their distinguished asso- 
ciate memljer, the Hon. Nathan Cleaves, at 
the very summit of his professional career; 
that his contemporaries at the bar during their 
lives will cherish the memory of his unvary- 
ing courtesy, his dignity of professional bear- 



ing and demeanor, his pure life and character, 
his eminent legal attainments, his fine training 
and capacity in all matters pertaining to his 
profession, his exceptionally good forensic 
judgment, tact, and skill, and the rare and ex- 
cellent traits and qualities of his mind and 
heart; and, cherishing this memory of him 
ourselves, we write also this brief memorial of 
him that they who come after us in the pro- 
fession, to a late posterity, may remember him 
as one of the models and ornaments of his own 
time." 

In speaking of Judge Cleaves a distinguished 
member of the bar said: "It is seldom that 
the bar has been so affected as l)y the death of 
Nathan Cleaves. For a long time he had been 
one with us, one of us. He was standing by 
our side in our very midst — we looked up and 
he was gone. The good man, whose life had 
become knit with ours liy long memories and all 
fond associations, at the meridian of his intel- 
lectual faculties, in the robes of his profession 
and in the midst of its heaviest responsibilities, 
and obligations, lay dead at his post. He who 
labored without rest to bring the best fruitage 
of life to its harvest, liad fallen in his })lace 
when the boughs hung heaviest, when his 
work needed him most — had paused, and was 
still amid the ripe wealth of autumn. The 
sickle still gleamed in the harvest field, fallen 
from the reaper's hand. In the sunlight 
rustled still the ripened and ripening grain, 
which no hand now shall ever gather into 
sheaves. All was as it had Ijeen. l)ut his work 
was done. All was as before, but another 
companionshi}), prized and held dear, the 
charm of one friendship more, had disappeared 
from our li\'es." 

The words of eulogy bestowed upon the life 
and character of the Hon. Nathan Cleaves by 
the court and his l)rethren at the bar were a 
just and merited tribute to an honored and 
noble life. 
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HENRY B. CLEAVES, of Portlau.l, Me., 
was born in Bridgton, Maine, February, 
1840, and is a son of Thomas Cleaves, who 
also was a native of Bridgton, and a man of 
liigh character, great energy and strict integ- 
rity. His mother was Sophia. Bradstreet 
Cleaves, a woman of high worth, and a daugh- 
ter of Daniel Bradstreet, who came from Row- 
ley, Mass., and settled in Bridgton in the early 
days. The family included five children — 
Robert A., Xathan, Thomas P., Henry B., and 
Mary S. Cleaves. The last named is now the 
wife of William W. Mason. A sketch of Judge 
Nathan Cleaves is given in these pages. 

Gov. Henry B. Cleaves was educated in the 
common schools of his native town and at the 
academies of Bridgton and Lewiston Falls. 
In the summer of 1862 he enlisted as a private 
soldier in Co. B, 23d Maine A'olunteers, under 
Col. William Wirt ^"irgin, late a justice of the 
Supreme Court of the State of Maine. Having 
served out the term of his enlistment at Pools- 
ville on the Potomac and at Harper's Ferry, 
during which period he was promoted to the 
rank of orderly sergeant, he was discharged 
when the regiment was mustered out. How- 
ever, influenced by his patriotism, he immedi- 
ately re-enlisted for three years under Gen. 
Francis Fessenden, a son of the Hon. William 
Pitt Fessenden, who was recruiting a veteran 
regiment for active service in the Department 
of the Gulf. Young Cleaves was appointed 
first lieutenant of Co. F. Gn one occasion in 
the course of the service, when the officers of 
Co. E had been either killed or disabled in 
action, he acted as captain. A })ortion of his 
time was served in the Department of the Gulf, 
where he participated in various engagements 
under General Banks on the Red River expe- 
dition, at Mansfield, I^leasant Hill, Cane River 
Crossing, and other }»laces. After the close of 
the campaign in Louisiana, the regiment was 
ordered to \''irgiiiia, and Lieutenant i'leaves 
served during the remainder of the war in the 
Army of the Potomac, and with General Sher- 
idan in the Shenandoah Valley. When the 
war ended, he was offered a commission in the 



regular ai-my Ijy Secretary of War Stanton. 
Declining this honor he returned to his home 
in Bridgton, and was employed as a day 
laborer in Perley and Styles's sash and Ijlind 
factory. While here he studied law with such 
assiduity that in Se})tcmber, 1868, he was ad- 
mitted to the liar. After this he removed to 
Portland and fonued a law partnership with 
his brother, the late -Judge Natlian Cleaves. 




HENRY B. CLEAVES. 

The firm had a large and lucrative practice, 
and was extensively known throughout the 
State and New England. (Jovernor Cleaves 
has l)een a director in many of the business 
corporations of the State. He is a prominent 
mend)er of the Grand Army and the Maine 
State Veteran Association. 

In the practice of his profession and in mat- 
ters of charity he has always shown a great 
friendshi}) for the old soldier. His successful 
defense of William P. Best, a disa]ile<l veteran, 
in the extradition proceedings brought against 
him by the province of New Brunswick, will 
be readily recalled, as it excited great interest 
at the time. 

Governor Cleax'cs, who has always l;)een a 
Re}iulilican, cast his first vote in a national 
election for jMjraham fjincoln, while still in 
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active service in Virginia in the fall of 1864. 
He was a member of the Legislature from 
Portland in 1876 and 1877, and served as 
chairman of the judiciary committee. He was 
elected city solicitor of Portland in 1877, and 
during his two years in that office tried many 
important cases for the city. He was elected 
attorney-general of Maine in 1880, and was 
twice re-elected to this important office Ijy the 
Legislature, serving iive consecutive years. 
In this period, besides trying some eighteen 
murder cases, he prosecuted the im})ortant 
State tax cases against the railroad and tele- 
graph companies to a successful termination, 
settling conclusively tlie right of the State to 
levy a franchise tax upon these corpora- 
tions. 

Nominated for governor at the Republican 
State Con\'ention held in Portland in .June, 
1892, he was elected in September of that year 
and inaugurated on .January 5, 189o. His 
nomination on this occasion without a dissent- 
ing voice was unusual in the jioliticsof Maine, 
and evidenced his great popularity ^\•ith the 
peoi)le. His renomination by acclamation at 
tlie large and enthusiastic convention lield at 
Lewiston, June 5, 1894, was a deserved recog- 
nition of the man and the citizen, of the faith- 
ful public officer, and of his able administra- 
tion of the affairs of the State during his first 
term. At the Septemljer election in 1894 he 
was re-elected by nearly 40,000 majority. 
By repeated re-elections and large majorities 
he served in the high office until 1897. 
Governor Cleaves's inaugural addresses, which 
are models of construction and are such as 
only a scholar and statesnuin can write, have 
elicited commendation wlierever noticed by 
the press. In the })erformance of his official 
duties he has invailably guarded the inter- 
ests of the State with sedulous care. One 
of the leading papers of Maine recently said : 
"To-day, throughout the length and Ijreadth 
of the good old State of Maine the name of 
(Toveruor (Jlea\'es is not only known, but is 
also held in the liighest esteem. Political 
opponents e\'en \\q with eacli other in pay- 



ing tribute to his administrative qualities, as 
well as to the goodness of his great big heart." 

Upon his retirement from public office at 
the close of 1896 the State Legislature passed 
the following commendatory resolution : 

".January 7, 1897. 

"A'oicing the sentiment of the people and 
press of Maine, the House of Representatives 
desires to place on record its recognition of the 
distinguished services rendered by the retiring 
governor; therefore, 

"Resolved, That we extend to Hon. Henry 
B. Cleaves, who has guided the Ship of State 
for four years, our recognition of his honorable 
service. Faithful to every trust, diligent in 
the performance of all i)ublic duties, devoted 
to tlie interests of the wliole State, he has met 
every emergency and given to tlie people of 
]\Iaine an upright, honest and dignified ad- 
ministration. 

" He has been the governor of all ; the doors 
of the executive chanijjer have always been 
oiten to every citizen of the State and the 
humblest has never Ijeen turned away without 
a patient and respectful hearing. 

"He retires from the high office he has so 
ably and faithfully filled with the confidence, 
resjiect and affection of the whole peo];ile." 

Upon retiring from official life (Jovernor 
Cleaves immediately resumed the practice of 
his profession, with Stephen C. Perry as his 
partner. 



HANNIBAL HAMLIN, vice-president 
and statesman, was born at Paris Hill, 
Oxford county, INIe., August 27, 1809, and was a 
son of Cyrus and Anna Hamlin. The latter 
was a daughter of Deacon Elijah Livermore, 
who was one of the original owners of the 
township that bears his name. The paternal 
ancestry of the Hamlins were of English origin 
and among the early settlers in Massachusetts. 
The grandfather of Hainiibal was Elijah H., 
who resided in Pembroke, Mass., and com- 
manded a company of minutemen in which 
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lii.s live sons \Yeiv enrolled, in the Revolution- 
iirv war. 

The l)oyhood ofHannihal Hamlin was passed 
on the paternal farm and in the distriet school. 
His parents \Yere not rieli and their son was 
trained in industry as well as morality. He 
prejiared for college at Hebron Academy, and 
at the same time })ursueil the study of law as 
far as his time pi-rmitted ; hut the death of his 
lather wlien he was eighteen years of age com- 
pelled him to abandon his amliition for a col- 
lege education and take the active manage- 
ment of the home farm. After the la[)se of 
two years he associated himself with Horatio 
King in the ]>urchase of the -letfersonian news- 
paper, a weekly journal puhlished at Paris, 
Me. ^Ir. Hamlin began learning the ])ractical 
part of the printing business and soon became 
an excellent compositor; but his former de- 
termination to become a lawyer was too strong 
to lie stifled, and at the end of six months he 
sold his interest in the newspaper to his part- 
ner and resumed study. In January, l.s;j.'>, he 
was admitted to tlie bar at Paris and in the 
Ibllowing ^lay began practi(,-e in Hampden, 
-Me. 

Mr. Hamlin was now t\\'enty-four years of 
age, with mind under full disci[)linc and well 
stored with knowledge acquired in study and 
reading. He had practiced ami studied elocu- 
tion and in connection \\itli the law i>ractice 
that soon came to him, he ra[)idly gained a, 
I'eputation as a public speaker. In Dccemljer, 
1833, he married Sarah J., daughter of .ludge 
Htephen Emery, a prominent attorney of the 
State of Maine. 

]\Ir. Hamlin early coiniected himself with 
the Democratic jjarty and in 1S35 represented 
his town in the State Legislature. He was \v- 
elected ti\'e successive terms, and was speaker 
of the House in ]«37, 1x39, and in 1 .S4(). In 
the latter year he received the nomination \nv 
Congress and took part in an active campaign 
in wdiich he introduced, for the first time in 
the State, the plan of holding joint debates liy 
the candidates on the prominent political issues 
before the people. It was the famous cam- 



paign of "Tippecanoe and Tylei'too," and Mr. 
liandin was defeated, with most of the other 
Democratic candidates on the ticket. After 
the complcti(jn of the census of 1.S40 lie again 
became a candidate for Congress, was elected, 
and re-elected in 1.S45. 

Early in his jiolitical career Mr. Ilandin be- 
came identified with the anti-slavery move- 
ment, and when Texas was amiexed to tlie 
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United States, he emphatically announced to 
his constituents that any further atteiii[it to 
extend slavery would nreet with his strenuous 
O[)iiosition. The prominent }iart he took in 
connection with the famous ^\'ilnlot Proviso 
and his pronounced anti-sla\'ery views, made 
him many enemies in his party. It will be 
rememliered that the; Wilmot Proviso excluded 
slavery fi'om all the ac(|uired Mexican terri- 
tory. It marked a point where the two [lath- 
ways, (.tnc leading to the indefinite extension 
of sla\'ery, and the otbei- to its sfilct confine- 
ment to its then existing limits, permant'utly 
separated. Mr. Blaine, in his "'J\\enty Years 
in ('(.ingress," says: "The consecration of the 
United States to fi-eedom l.iecame from that a 
rallying cry for every shade of anti-slavery sen- 
timent." It was not in .Mi'. Hamlin's nature 
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that he could long ally himself with, or in any 
way countenance, a party that favored the ex- 
tension or peri)etuation of human bondage. 

In 1848 he was elected to the United States 
Senate for an unexpired term and in 1851 was 
elected for the full term. After serving in this 
high legislative body until 1857, during whicli 
period he gained a national reputation for his 
lofty statesmanship and distinguished ability, 
he resigned his seat to take the governorship 
of his native Slate, to which office he was 
elected by the then recently formed Republi- 
can party, the principles of which entirely ac- 
corded with his views. He resigned the ex- 
ecutive chair on February 20, 1857, and M^as 
re-elected to the United States Senate for the 
full term from March 4, 1857. In .laimary, 
18tjl, he again resigned the senatorship, hav- 
ing been elected vice-[)resident of the United 
States on the ticket with Aljraham Lincoln. 
From 1861 to 18(55 he presided over the Sen- 
ate. 

Mr. liamlin's relations with the great presi- 
dent were of the most cordial character, pre- 
senting one of the few instances where the 
president and the vice-president were in ac- 
cord through the presidential term. Mr. Lin- 
coln was deeply disappointed that Mr. Hamlin 
was not re-elected, and had he been, the his- 
tory of the next two or three years in govern- 
mental affairs would undoubtedly have })re- 
sented a vastly different picture. 

Mr. Hamlin was appointed collector of the 
Port of Boston, which position he held in 
1865-6(5. In 1861 he was appointed one of 
the Regents of the Smithsonian Institution, 
held the office until 1865, and was reappointed 
in 1870, remaining in the position in all twelve 
years. He was again called to the United 
States Senate, serving from 1869 to 1881 with 
distinguished ainlity, and resigned the office 
to accept the position of United States minis- 
ter to Madrid. This office he soon resigned 
and retired from public life. Mr. Hamlin was 
nearly fifty years in public office, giving liim 
little opportunity to engage in the practice of 
of a profession wdiicb he would certainly have 



honored in a marked degree. During the 
span of his political life the most momentous 
events took place, in many of which he bore a 
prominent part. Finally, when he retired full 
of honors from public life, there was not a vis- 
ible stain upon his character. He was ever 
distinguished for his rigid adherence to the 
right as he viewed it, regardless of ulterior 
consequences. His integrity was inflexible, 
his manhood of the sturdiest type, and his 
mental powers exceptional for their strength 
and versatility. Mr. Hamlin died in Bangor, 
July 4, 1891. 



THOMAS BRACKETT REED, Portland 
and New York, ex-speaker of the House 
of Representatives, was born in the city of 
Portland, Maine, October 18, 1839, and is a 
son of Capt. Thomas B. and Matilda Prince 
(^litchell) Reed. Plis father was a native of 
Peak's Island, coming from old Colonial stock, 
his mother Ijeing a native of North Yarmouth, 
Maine. One of his remote ancestors was 
George Cleeve, the pioneer white settler of The 
Neck (as Portland was formerly called), two 
of whose granddaughters married brothers 
named respectively Anthony and Thomas 
Brackett, a Brackett granddaughter eventually 
marrying into the Reed family. From such 
ancestry Thomas B. Reed inherited those su- 
perior mental qualities which have enabled 
him to rise to national prominence and made 
him known throughout the country' for eminent 
statesmanship and political power. 

Thomas B. Reed was educated in the public 
schools of his native city and Bowdoin College, 
which institution he entered in 1856, grad- 
uating in 1860. In college he was more con- 
spicuous for his literary studies and tastes, 
than for hard study in the curriculum, until 
towards the close of his course. At his grad- 
uation he took the first prize for English com- 
position as a "First Part." Following his 
graduation he tauglit a little more than a year, 
a part of this period as one of the assistants in 
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the Portland High School. He had already 
l)egun the study of law, to which he applied 
liimself closely, until April 19, 1<S()4, when he 
was appointed acting assistant-paymaster in 
the United States navy and was assigned to 
duty on the "tin clad" Sy))il, at that time 
engaged in patrolling on the C'aml)erland, 
Tennessee, and Mississippi Itivers. 

Soon after the clo^e of the war Mr. Reed 
was admitted to the (Annherland county (Me.) 
bar and began practicing law in Portland. In 
1<S(37 he \\as elected a member of the State 
Legislature, and l^egan his long and conspic- 
uous political career. L)uring his first term 
he secured tlie passage of a l)ill giving a Su- 
})erior Court to C'umlx-'rland county, reduc- 
ing the time when a case could be beard 
from three years to three months. In 1S()9 
he was re-elected to the lowei- liouse, and in 
1870 was chosen State senator. In tlie same 
year he was calle<l to the ottice of attorney- 
general and assumed his <luties at the age of 
thirty years, Ijeing the youngest man to sei've 
in that responsiljle capacity since tlie organi- 
zation of tlie State. He became city solicitor 
of tlie city of Portland in 1874 and remaineil 
in that ottice four years, his experience and 
afiility Ijcing of great Ijenetit to the city, which 
at that time hail large interests at stake. In 
1876 he was elected to C'ongress and Ijy re- 
peated re-elections held the office until the 
close of tlie session of 1899. For several years 
before his election as speaker of the .jlst (_'on- 
gress he had been the acknowledged leader of 
the Republicans in the House. The greatest 
-service Mr. Reed <lid for the country during 
Ills first term as sjieaker was the death blow 
which he gave to the assumed right of the 
minority to obstruct legislation. His complete 
triumph and the adoption of his rulings by 
his Democratic successors are still fresh in the 
pul)lic mind. 

Considerable light is thrown upon Mr. Reed's 
characteristics as demonstrated in tlie halls of 
Congress in a remark made by one of hisfriends. 
Said he: "Mr. Reed is a born debater, aggres- 
.sive and cautious, able to strike the right nail 



on the right head, and at ci'itical moments to 
condense a whole argument with epigrammatic 
brevity. His epigrams are worthy the literary 
ai'tist, in that they ai'c perfect in form ; though 
struck out upon the spur of the moment, you 
cannot take a word from them or recast tliem." 
Again a rectait writer in INFc*. 'lure's Magazine 
says : "Heed has shown liettiir tluin any parlia- 
mentarian living how the turbulent liattling 
of legislative bodies, so chaotic in appearance, 
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ai'c not chaos at all to one who has the capac- 
ity to think witli clearness and [irecisiou upon 
liis feet. Such a man assimilates the substance 
of e\'ery sjieecb and judges its relative lieariug 
upon the ({uestion. At the lieginning it is 
hard to tell wliere a discussion will end, but 
gradually as the debate goes on, the two or 
three points which ai'c the key of the situation, 
become clear to the true debater." 

It is characteristic of Mr. Reed that he would 
ne\er vote for a man \vhom he distrusted nor 
a measure wliicli he detested, no matter how 
great the clamor for such action l)y his con- 
stituents. He has never been "all things to 
all men" in any sense. 

Socially Mr. Reed is serene and overllowing 
with good nature and his conversation is al- 
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ways sparkling, exhilarating and instructive. 
He is a member of the Cum])erland Club, 
whose one hundred members are of the differ- 
ent political i)arties. jNIost of them have been 
boys together at school and call each other by 
their christian names. There reigns supreme 
a fine spirit of equality, an unpretentious give- 
and-take sort of intercourse, which is the ideal 
object of a club. 

Mr. Reed has never allowed his engrossing 
duties as a public man to interfere with his 
literary pursuits. He is well versed in Eng- 
lish and foreign literature, and lias contributed 
political and literary articles to some of the lead- 
ing periodicals of the day. He takes cheerful 
views of human life and society, and is not one 
of those who look backward for a golden age. 
His own words give no uncertain sound : 
" Wlioever douljts progress, doubts (lod. Tlie 
I'ich have grown richer, but so have the poor 
— richer in rights and })rivileges, riclier in 
comforts and ha})piness." 

Mr. Reed married, in 1870, a daughter of 
Rev. S. li. Merrill, wdro served in tlie Civil 
war as chaplain of the First Maine Cavalry. 



GEORGE E. EAHi^RY, Portland, was born 
on Paris Hill, Me., Novendx'r 10, LSI 7. 
Pie is a son of .Judge Stephen k]riierv, of Paris. 
Two of his sisters were the first and second 
wives of PLuniibal Hamlin, and were richly 
endowed with feminine graces. Mr. Emerj' 
l.iegan his preparation for college in a lu'ivate 
school at Andover, Me., taught )jy Rev. 'Phomas 
T. Stone. Among his fellow i)upils were 
George H. Shirley, Henry B. I^oor, and the 
late Judge Virgin. He also attended the 
Thornton Academy at Saco and the Earming- 
ton Academy, and entered IJowdoin College 
at the age of fifteen years in the class of 1886. 
After graduating he studied law in his father's 
office and in 18;!7, tliough not yet admitted to 
the jjar and only twenty years of age, took 
charge for six jnoutlis of the office of a Water- 
ford lawyer who was prostrated b}' illness. 



He was admitted to the Oxford bar on the day 
that he was twenty-one years old and entered 
into partnership with his father, the firm name 
being Stephen Emery & Son. 

He was appointed register of probate by 
Governor Dana an<l reappointed by Governor 
Anderson, and after serving six years, conclud- 
ed to resign and remove to Portland, which 
he did in 1846. Pie oi)ened a law office there 
and soon after, at the request of Charles Hol- 
den, one of tlie owners of the Eastern Argus, 
began to write leading editorial articles foi- 
that paper, wherein he so forcibly advocated 
the exclusion of the slaves from the Territories 
under the Wilniot Proviso that the policy of 
the paper liccame so distasteful to the Polk ad- 
ministration that pressure was brought to bear 
which induced Mr. Emery to resign, since his 
attitude on the sul)ject was unalteralile. 




GEORGE F. EMERY. 



Ill 1847, when Hannibal Hamlin was a 
candidate for United States senator, there was 
strong op^iosition to him in (.)xfoi'd county 
among those Democrats wdio were in sympathy 
with the opponents of the ^\'ilnlot Proviso. 
They labored to defeat Mr. Hamlin, and ]\[r. 
J'jinery undertook gratuitously the task of con- 
ducting the Oxford Democrat in the defense of 
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his distinguished brothcr-in-Iaw. Hi' encoun- 
tered bitter opposition, liut he and his friends 
were victorious and the Oxlbrd delegation 
voted for j\[r. Hamlin. 

In 1848 Mr. Emery was apjiointed l)y Judge 
Levi Woodbury to l;>e clerk of the United 
States Circuit Court, which position he re- 
tained until 1876. In iSoo lie was a[)poiuted 
pension agent for the State of Maine l)y Presi- 
dent Pierce and reappointed by President Bu- 
chanan, occupying the position eight years. 
He was also elected l.iy his political oi)ponents 
to be a member of the City School Committee 
and served thereon seven years. 

In 1876 he resigned as clerk of the Circuit 
Court and, removing to Boston, took cliarge 
of the Morning Post as president of the Post 
Publishing Company. At one time the entire 
responsibility of the hnancial, as well as edi- 
torial de[)artments, was upon his shoulders. 
He strongly urged the Democratic view of the 
situation at the time when Hayes and Tilden 
were nominated for the presidency, ami tlie 
former was declared elected. 

During the (ireenVjack agitation the Post 
adhered to the old hard money doctrine and 
firmly o[iposed that of greenljackism, of whicli 
Benjamin F. Butler was at the head in Massa- 
chusetts. The course of the Post antagonized 
the Democracy and in consequence the Boston 
Globe was started as a Democratic paper, op- 
posed to the policy of the Post. Mr. Emery 
severed his connection with the Post and re- 
turned to Portland in 1881, where he lias since 
resided. 

There are three events, which as a citizen 
of Portland, Mr. Emery may certainly look 
back upon with satisfaction. First, in 1871 he 
was nominated as the Democratic candidate 
for mayor, without any agency of his, but by 
the spontaneous desire of the great majority of 
his party. He immediately published liis 
views relating to the principles uj^wu which 
the municipal atfairs should Ije con.hicted and 
embodying the doctrine tiiat civil ofHce is a 
public trust. Because of his refusal to give a 
satisfactory pledge to party h'ien.ls engaged in 



the li(juor ti'atlic, tliat faction of the Democracy 
did not vote for him. Nevertheless, at that 
time, wIh'U the Republicans were overwhelm- 
ingly dominant, he came within about 300 
votes of election. Second, he actively opposed, 
contrary to the wish of many personal and po- 
litical friends, and to his own interest as a 
bond liolder, the loaning of the city credit to 
the railroads. Tiurd, he took a prominent 
part early in the Ilebellion in co-operating 
witli othei'S in orgaiuzing a Union movement 
to defeat the election of his own political 
friends wdio had been nominated on a plat- 
form adverse to the prosecution of the war, on 
whicli occasion he drafted a series of resolu- 
tions, not only in justihcation of the move- 
ment, l.)ut setting forth the reasons for which 
the war should be prosecuted to a successful 
issue. 

Still aiiotlier recognition was his appoint- 
ment by Mayor Melcher and reappointment 
by Mayor True, both Republicans, to be a 
member of the Board of Water Commissioners, 
whereon he served with his customary zeal 
and unselfishness. Their successful efforts in 
reducing the water rates and making other 
desirable changes are remembered. 

Two dominant characteristics of Mr. Emery 
are apj)arent from the foregoing facts. He is 
a Democrat by birth and training and convic- 
tions, but one of the old strict-construction 
school, now dying out, and one who has never 
and would never allow his partisanship to 
dominate his conscience. lie is also a man of 
decided literary taste and talent, who has 
found his greatest })leasure in literary pursuits, 
both in writing and reading. He has long 
bee)i a, membei- of the Maine Historical Society 
and contributed several valuable papers, among 
them a sketch of John i\.ppleton, his brother- 
in-law, of Cyrus Woodman, a classmate, and 
a vindication of the Baptists of Maine, in reply 
to the Journal of Paul Coffin, which he regards 
as a slanderous attack upf)n the early memljers 
of that religious body. 

He is himself a meudjcr of the Bajitist 
church, but is a broad and libei-al Chi-istian. 
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His critical researches and oljservatioiis of late 
in connection with theology have l:)een exten- 
sive, and the more he has stu<lied, the more 
liberal he has become. He believes that no 
party and no church has a monopoly of truth. 

Mr. Emery's intimates kno\^• him as a man 
of fine-grained, high-strung temperament, of 
elevated tastes and sentiments and sympathies, 
and the soul of honor. They know him also 
as a man of quiet and genuine humor and 
wit. In 1892 he received the degree of LL.D. 
from Colby University. He is a ready and 
graceful extemporaneous speaker and has writ- 
ten numerous poems of considerable literar}' 
merit. Mr. Emery has now sul)stantially re- 
tired from tlie activities of life and devotes his 
efforts to the care of estates and property that 
have Ijeen placed in his charge by those whose 
confidence in him was and is unbounded. 

Mr. Emery was married September 7, 1841, 
to Abby Eliza Appleton, daughter of John 
W. Appleton, of Portland. She died August 
20, 1892. They had six children, four sons 
and two daugliters, of whom two sons only 
are living. They are .John A. Emery, a Port- 
land merchant, and Hannibal H. Emery, treas- 
urer of the Portland Safety Deposit Company. 



NATHAN CLIFFORD, of Maine, judge of 
the Tnited States Supreme Court, was 
born in Rumsey, (4rafton county, N. H., Au- 
gust 18, I8(l;!. The Clifford ancestor in New 
England was George Clifford, who came from 
Arnold, Nottingham county, England, in 1(3(54, 
resided for a time in Boston, and finally in 
Hampton, N. II. He was a lineal (k'scendant 
from the ancient and still existing family of 
Clitt'ord wliich has been conspicuous in Eng- 
lish history. J'lie (^'litfords in this country 
sprang from the New Hampshire parentage, 
the late (lov. J. PI. Clifford and Judge Nathan 
Clifford luu'ing descended from the same an- 
•cestry a few genei-ations ])ack. The grand- 
fatliei" of tlie sul.)ject scr\-ed as an (ifficer in the 
Revolutionary army and was in all the impor- 



tant battles from Bunker Hill to Yorktown. 
The father of the subject Ii\'ed in Rumsey nn- 
til 1820, when he died, leaving Nathan as his 
only son. 

The father, though poor in the world's esti- 
mate of wealth, was a man of strong character, 
and his wife was a woman of great worth 
and earnest in all of her life purposes. The 
son, therefore, was reared amid pure and 
healthy influences, which strongly impressed 
his after life. In his younger years no expec- 
tations were entertained for him other than 
that he should follow in the footsteps of his 
father as a tiller of the soil. But the boy had 
other hopes and ambitions. He early felt a 
secret desire to o])tain education beyond wdiat 
he saw in other lads, that would fit him for a 
more elevated stalion and higher life duties. 
He attended the school in his native town, 
patiently al:)iding his time until he was four- 
teen years old,- when he openly expressed his 
desire for broader opportunities, and finally 
overcame objections and entered the Haverhill 
Academy, where he remained three years, pur- 
suing his studies with ardor until 1820. This 
was a i)eriod of hard struggle with him, his 
terms in the academy being periodically inter- 
rui)ted with seasons of teaching to obtain 
money for his personal expenses. He then 
took a year's course in a literary institution at 
New Hampton, at the close of which lie was 
eighteen years old. He now entered the law 
office of Hon. Josiah Quincy, the leader of the 
Crafton county bar. This was the beginning 
of the accomplishment of bis long settled pur- 
pose, and no student ever lalwred more patient- 
ly or witli greater industry than he did during 
the suc.'oeding three years. J'o prepare for 
his law study he pursued a broad course of 
general reading while in tlie academy. At 
that time a [)erson who was not a college 
graduate had to study five years in order to 
o]>tain aduiission to tlie Inir. Tliis cour.se he 
followed, ])ut still interrupting his regular 
studies ])y terms of teaching, until 1827. At 
the same time lie gave many of his hours to 
studv of the classics as taught in the regular 
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courses of New lilogland oolle.nes. In Miiy, 
1827, he was admitted to the l)a,r in the Su- 
[ireiiio Court of his native State and opened an 
othee in Ne«'iield, York eountw As a result 
of his early haljits of close study and retJeetidU, 
coupled with a reniarkal.)le memory, the young 
man brought to l)ear upon Ids new vocation 
a substantial fund of legal knowledge, with 
the capacity to ap})ly it to questions of law and 
[)ractice, and soon gained the conhdence of tlie 
people and a good business. Not long after he 
settled in Newfield he married Hannah, eldest 
daughter of ('apt. James Ayer. one of the lead- 
ing citizens of the place. Her ancestry figured 
in the Revolution and she lierseli' was a woman 
of marked cliaracteristics and great personal 
wort) I. 

Mr. Clifford was early led into [)olitical life 
anil warmly espoused the principles of Democ- 
racy. There were then hardly a score of men 
of that political faitli in Newfield, Itut never- 
theless he had gained sutticient personal jiop- 
ularity to elect him in 1<S;!(I by a large majority 
to represent the to\\'n in the State Legislature, 
an otKce to which he was three times i-c-elected. 
In l.s;];3 lie was chosen s^jeaker of the House, 
and in the following year was again honoreil 
with that position. At the same time his suc- 
cess in his profession continued ami in l.s;!4 
he \\as ap])ointed attorney-general of tlic State, 
an office demanding high legal (|ualiHcations 
and mature judgment. In the exciting po- 
litical contest of l.S.'SS he \\-as nominated and 
elected to Congress from the i'^irst district of 
Maine, and was re-elected in lH4(t. He left 
that legislati\-ebody with his rejiutation liriidy 
established as an able and zealous leader and 
an accurate parliamentarian. Originally favor- 
ing theelectionof \'an Buren totlie presiilene\', 
he however sup})orted the nomination of I'olk 
with earnest and effective zeal. He had a 
vei'v extensive legal practice wdien he was in- 
vited by I'l'esident Folk to a seat in hiscaliiiiet 
as attorney-general of the United States. The 
duties of this higb office were congenial to his 
tastes and his administration was such as to 
prove him a woi'tby successor of the best of 



those who had preceded hiiir While in the 
Cabinet be was appointed a conninssioner to 
exchange ratilication of [leace between the 
Unitt'd States and Mexico, and aftei' jjcace was 
tuUy established he remained as en\'oy extra- 
ordinary and minister plenipotentiary in that 
country. 

In 1849 be st'ttled jicrinanently in Poiiland, 
Me., and continucil in practice of law until bis 
appointment as associate' justice of tbe Supreme 
Ciiurt of the Hnited States Ijy Presideid. James 
Buchanan, Jamiary VI, iSo.S. Judge Clifford 
now found biurself assoeiateil with a bench of 
old men and the business of the court far in 
arrears. To the work of relie\'ing this situa- 
ti(.)n he ap[)lied liimself with characteristic 
energy and by continuous labor eventually 
saw the docket rmich reduce<l. His opinions 
as a Federal justice form a res})ectable part in 
number and importance of forty volumes of 
i;e[)orts. His judgments on the Circuit are in 
part t'mbodied in four volumes, "Clifford's 
Reiiorts," edited liy WilUam H. Clifford, of 
the (Aunberland county l)ar. After the death 
of Chief .lustice (Jliase, Justice Clifford acted 
as chief 

•luilge (_'liHbrd was selected as president of 
the celebrated Electoral Connnission of 1877. 
Amid the heated discussions of that memora- 
ble event, \\dien the whole country was deeply 
agitated on tbe subject, tlje president of the 
connnission retained bis perfect cahnness, 
e\dncing wisdom and fairness in his decisions, 
and winning the commendation of even his 
opponents. He agreeil with the minority and 
delivereil an opinion on the (juestion of the 
Florida I'cturns, but deeming it unavailing, 
rendered no public judgments on the votes of 
other coid.ested States. 

.Justice' ('litford, for several yt'ars before his 
death, \\a,s privileged to rt'tire from the bench 
and to receive tin' pension pro\i(led l)y law. 
But the reliin|uisbment of duty N\'as not in ac- 
conlancc with his disposition or the habits of 
his life. He continued with unabated clear- 
ness and foi'ce of miml in the performance of 
bis great judicial labors until o\'ertaken by his 
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last illness. He died in Comisli, Maine, July 
25, 1881. 

Judge Clifford was a man of noble and com- 
manding presence and exhibited in his bearing 
and manner a graciousness and dignity com- 
bined, tliat both won affection and inspired 
respect. Strength, culture and intellect were 
written on his face. He was a man of un- 
yielding determination and immense capacity 
for study and investigation, and faced every 
dut}', however onerous, with cheerfulness and 
confidence in himself. He po.ssessed the true 
genius of labor. Industry, truthfulness, firm- 
ness, integrity and entire fidelity in the per- 
formance of duty were among liis leading 
characteristics. The urbanity and courtesy 
which marked his intercourse with men, se- 
cured the friendship of a wide circle of eminent 
persons with whom he came in contact during 
the many years of his public life. The judge 
was of a temperament to prize suclr associations 
and cherished the friendships which he had 
thus formed to the end of his life. The sim- 
plicity, elevation and solidity of his character 
impressed all with whom lie came in Contact. 
A memory of wonderful power easily retained 
the fruit of a long, arduous and studious life. 

Bowdoin, Dartmouth, Brown and Harvard 
all conferred upon him the degree of Doctor 
of Laws. 

In the proceedings of the Supreme Court of 
the United States, as well as in the Circuit 
Courts of the country, held to lienor his mem- 
ory, bench and bar united in conceding to the 
venerable magistrate the cliaracter of a great, 
wise and just judge. 



WILLIAM HENRY CLIFFORD, 
Portland, son of Nathan Cliffbixl, 
just noticed, was born in Newfield, York coun- 
ty. Me., August 11, 18:39, the third son of the 
family of children. He was fitted for college 
at the Portland Academy and Professor Wood's 
school at Yarmouth, Me. He entered Dart- 
mouth College irom which he was graduated 



in 1858. Having determined upon making 
the profession of law his life work, he began 
study in the office of Shepley & Dana, Port- 
land, and completed his course in the ofiice of 
Benjamin R. Curtis in Boston. Upon his ad- 
mission to the bar he opened a law oflfice in 
Portland, where he has practiced his profes- 
sion ever since. 




WILLIAM HENRY CLIFFORD. 

During eight or ten years he served as com- 
missioner of the United States Circuit Court 
for the district of Maine, and a very large por- 
tion of the commitmeirts for violation of the 
Federal statutes were, for a series of years, 
made in his court. Later he acquired an ex- 
tensive practice in the Federal courts of this 
and neighboring circuits, and in the Supreme 
Court at Washington. He is the author of 
Clifford's Peports (four volumes), a compilation 
of Justice CliHbrd's decisions on tlie New Eng- 
land Circuit. 

Mr. C'lifibrd has from an early period in his 
life taken an active pai't in the political con- 
tests in Maine on the Democratic side and has 
shared in the fortunes of his party in tins 
State. He has achieved a high position as a 
Democratic leader, the result of having partici- 
pated in the labor of every political campaign 
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in Maine since the close of the Civil war and 
of other services to his party outside of the 
State. He has been twice nominated as Dem- 
ocratic candidate for Congress in the First 
Maine district, once against John H. Burleigli, 
and the second time as the opponent of Thomas 
B. Reed, and won credit and respect by both 
his abilities and powers as a political speaker, 
and by the vigor and energy of his campaigns. 
Mr. Clifford has served on the National Demo- 
cratic Committee as the Maine member, has 
been called upon to preside at the State con- 
ventions of his party, on which occasions his 
opening speeches have been printed by the State 
Committee for circulation as campaigir docu- 
ments. He is the author of numerous speeches 
and addresses of a literary and other character. 
Mr. Clifford has been educated in the school 
of Democracy, and still holds the faith as to 
strict constitutional construction, tariff, aurl 
sound money, of the great party that once 
swayed the destinies of tiie country and has 
left its impress for all time upon its institu- 
tions and policy. In his profession he has 
been more than ordinarily successful, his nat- 
ural and acquired qualifications being of a high 
order. 

Mr. Clifford married, in 1866, Ellen G., 
daughter of the Hon. .J. B. Brown, of Portland. 
They have three sons and one daughter. <Jne 
of the sons is Nathan Clifford, now law part- 
ner with his father, a brief sketch of whose 
life immediately follows. 



NATHAN CLIFFORD, Portland.— 
Among the more prominent of the 
younger members of the bar of Portland, Maine, 
is Nathan Clifford, son of William Henry 
Clifford, and grandson of Nathan Clifford, 
sketches of whose lives precede this. He was 
born in Portland, June 17, 1867. His educa- 
tion was obtained in the common schools of 
his native city, at Phillips Andover Academy, 
and he was graduated from the Portland High 
School in 1886. Entering Harvard College 



in the fall of 1886, he graduated with honors 
in June, 1890. In the fall of that year he be- 
gan the study of law in the office of his father 
in Portland and was admitted to practice in 
May, 1893. He became a member of the law 
firm of Clifford, Verrill & Clifford, which con- 
nection still continues. Although still a 
young man in his choseu })rofession, Mr. Clif- 
ford's devotion to the interests of his clients, 
his clearly-defined ability as a lawyer, and his 
maidy character have already brought him 
into well-deserved prominence. 




NATHAN CLIFFORD. 



Following in the political course of his hon- 
ored ancestors, Mr. Clifford is a Democrat, a 
fact that is not usually conducive to success at 
the polls in the State of Maine. Immediately 
after his graduation lie took a deep and active 
interest in the political field and has been a 
candidate of his party for various offices. He 
also served acceptably for some time as chair- 
man of the Democratic City Committee. 

Mr. Clifford was married in May, 1894, to 
Caroline L. Devens, of Boston. They have 
one child — Katharine Louisa, Ijorn August 
18, 1898. 
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TOSIAII IIAYDEN DRrMMOND, Poit- 
O laml, 1\[(_'., was Ijoni in W'inslow, ^Fe., on 
August ."50, 1,S'27. He is descuuded from Alex- 
ander DruriiiHond, a .Seotcli-Irisli Pivsljyteriau, 
born in Scotland, who settled in (ieorgelown, 
Me., in 1729 with his family of two married 
sons, one married daughter, and one widowed 
daughter with lier two daughters. Alexander 
Drunnnond was killed in tlie following winter 




JOSIAH II. DRUMMOND. 

by a falling tree. His eldest son, Patrick 
Drumniond, born -lune 11, 1(194, had a ilaugh- 
ter Ann (afterwards \\-ife of Re\-. Williani Me- 
(Jlena(dian) when he came to this country. 
His first wife died after l)earing four other 
children, and he married, second, Susannah 
Rutlierford, daughter of Rev. Robert Ruther- 
ford. 

Patrick and Susainiah Drumniond had a 
sou John, born in (TeorgcLown (now West 
Bath), Me., Septendjer 27, 1744. He married 
Mary McFaddeii, daughter of I'aiiiel and Mar- 
garet (Stinson) McFadden, born August 4, 1 74"j. 
He died in (Tcorgetown, September l(j, 1771, 
and she in Winslow, Fel)ruary 2, l.S-^l. They 
had a son, Rutherford Hruminond, boi'u (Jcto- 



ber 20, 1770, settled first in Vassalboro, Me., 
and then in Sidney; and John Drunnnond, 
born April 13, 1772, settled in Winslow and 
married Damaris Playden, born in Bridge- 
water, Mass., February 18, 1775. She died 
Sei)tember 3, 1851, and he December 24, 1857. 
They had nine children, the eldest of wliom, 
Clark Drummond, was born July 5, 1796, in 
Winslow; married, June 5, 1821, Cynthia 
Black well, daughter of Capt. Mordecai and 
Sarah (Burgess) Blackwell, born in Winslow, 
.January 9, 1799; she died February 8, 1868, 
and he September 5, 1888, on the home farm 
in Winslow, on which he, all of his children 
and one grandchild were born. They had 
eleven children, the elder three of whom died 
in infancy. The eldest of the eight survivors 
was Josiah Hayden Drummond, the subject of 
this notice. 

'J'he son of a farmer, the early life of Josiah 
H. Drunnnond was i)assed in the toil incident 
to sucli conditions, alternated with regular 
terms in the district school, with occasional 
brief periods of attendance at private schools. 
He early develojied unusual proficiency in 
mathematics, and when, in the spring of 1839, 
he was able to attend the A^assall)oro Academy 
eight weeks, he took algebra as his princijial 
study. At the end of the spring and summer 
farm ^\ork, which called him home, he resumed 
stu<ly in the academy, taking up Latin. At 
the close of the fall term his academical course 
was suspended until the fall of 1840, when he 
began fitting for college, working on the farm 
during vacations. In the second year of his 
preparation he was assistant teacher of mathe- 
matics. He entered NVaterville (now Colby) 
College in August, 1842, a few \\eeks before his 
fifteenth birthday. In college he took high 
rank, })articularly in mathematics, to which 
he devoted much time out of the regular course. 

During tlie long first winter vacation, then 
customary in order' that students might teach, 
he worked hard in the woods at home, as lie 
was stdl too young to teach; but in the vaca- 
tions of the second and third years he taught 
in the public schools. In the \'acation between 
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the third and fourth years there was an unex- 
pected vacancy in the principaiship of t'liina 
Academy, wliich he was persuaded to fill, at 
the same time keeping' up his class studies and 
taking part in the "senior exhiljition." After 
teaching two terms at China he returned to 
Waterville, took his examinations, and was 
graduated in August, 1846, just hefore he was 
nineteen years old. 

Returning to China, the young man took 
charge of the academy, continuing a year and 
a half. He then went to \^assall)oro and as- 
sumed charge of the academy there, continuing 
three terms. ^Ir. Drummond had ei'e this re- 
solved to become a lawyer, and as the ^^assal- 
boro institution was to be closed during the 
winter, he, in Decem])er, 1848, Ijegan the .study 
of law in the office of Boutelle & Noyes at 
Waterville, returning to teach the A'a.ssalboro 
Academy in the the term of 1849. 

In those days the salary of even the princi- 
pal of a country academy was meagre, and 
the savings of his three years of teaching were 
.scarcely sufficient to i)ay a del^t incurred dur- 
ing his collegiate course and give him su])port. 
He, therefore, expected to continue teaching, 
studying law at intervals only: Ixit in the 
summer of 1849, Mr. Boutelle [iractically re- 
tired from practice, though lie retained his 
desk in the office some years, while Mr. Noyes 
became engaged in railroad business ; a pro- 
posal was made to Mr. Drummond that he 
.should remain continuously in the office, giv- 
ing such attention to the business as he was 
able, and l.>e paid a salary that would meet his 
expenses. This proposal he cheerfully accept- 
ed. During the ensuing year he attended tiie 
courts and tried some causes before magistrates, 
gaining experience that was of great benefit to 
him. 

In the fall of 1850 Mr, Xoyes returneil to his 
office, and Mr. Drummond was adunfted to the 
bar in October, after liaving taken the neces- 
,sarv examination, l.iut contiiuied bis study 
until December when he received an olfer 
to go to Califorjria on business. Within a 
week's time he departed, taking a steamer for 



Panama. He was detained in California longer 
than he antici[)ated, and filled up his time in 
re\'iewing his legal studies, and finally con- 
cluded to remain there and engage in ])ractice 
in San Francisco, liaving been admitted to the 
l)ar in Sacramento a few days after his arrival 
there. But just as he bad finished the busi- 
ness which calle<l him there and l)efo]'e he had 
fairly started in practice, he received a letter 
from Mr. Jjoutelle informing him that Mr. 
Noyes had decided to devote himself exclusive- 
ly to railroad affairs, and inviting him to re- 
turn east and take tlieii' office an<l business. 
Other circumstances made this course seem ad- 
visable, and he accordingly left for home early 
in April, 1851. lu .June following he took 
till' office of Boutelle & NViyes and began prac- 
tice in Kennebec and Sosnerset counties. 

A circumstance, that was in a measure acci- 
dental, soon gave him good standing at the 
bar of the last named county. Mi'. Boutelle 
had been in tlie habit of pleading specially, 
wdienever such a course was available, and he 
impressed upon his students that that was the 
only scientific method. Mi\ Drummond found 
it something analogous to mathematical analy- 
sis and hence studied it carefully, es[)ecially as 
the Legislature had removed such features of 
it as permitted its abuse. .lust as Mr. Drum- 
mond l)egaii })i'actice the "searcli and seizure" 
clause of the "Maine Law" was beginning 
to be enforced. Tliereupoii, in Somerset county 
an action of trespass was ])rought against the 
officer every time he ser\'ed a warrant, until 
almost every lawyer in that county had one 
or more of such cases. Mr. Drummond was 
enniloyed in the defense and in e\'ery case 
pleaded specially, justifying under the warrant 
issued to the officer. With one or two excep- 
tions the lawyers of that bar had utterly ig- 
nored sjiecial [)leading, and in conseijuence 
thev were taken by sur[)i'is(' and found tfiem- 
selves drifting upon an unknown sea. One 
case (re])orted in the Maine Iteports) \\'as car- 
ried to the Law Court, and the defense prc- 
vaileil. Another case went to a jury Upon 
issues, enough of whicli were fouml for the de- 
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fendant to give him judgment. This was car- 
ried to the Law Court, but before it was decid- 
ed tlie proposal was made to dismiss all the 
cases without costs; tliis was accepted by the 
defendants, and the old cases were ended and 
no new ones brought. Mr. Drummond, how- 
ever, acquired an undue reputation, undue be- 
cause a simple procedure seemed wonderful to 
his associates, merely because they had not 
studied it, and, therefore, all the more so to the 
public. 

Mr. Drummond was also equally fortunate 
in another cause, a legacy from his predecessors. 
A case arose in which the effect of a former 
judgment in a case between the same plaintiff 
and the servant of the defendant was in ques- 
tion. The case was new in its character in 
Maine. He made an exhaustive examination 
of the cases and prepared his argument with 
great care. Hon. George Evans was with him 
and spoke so higlily of the argument that it 
gave Mr. Drummond a high reputation in 
Kennebec county. Praise from Mr. Evans 
was a passport to public confidence. 

Mr. Drummond for several years was legal 
adviser for the town of Waterville. In the 
fall of 1856 he was nominated, in his absence 
and without his knowledge (for he expected 
the representative of the previous year would 
be renominated), as representative to the Legis- 
lature. He was elected by the largest major- 
ity then ever given to a representative in 
that town. He had been on the stump almost 
continuously from the 4th of July until the 
Saturday before election. 

In the House Mr. Drummond was chairman 
of the railroad committee and served upon 
others. He took a very active part in the 
legislative proceedings and was in danger of 
losing or weakening his influence through too 
frequent speaking upon the many important 
questions then before the pul)lic, but in fact he 
grew stronger throughout the session. He was 
re-elected the next year and became speaker of 
the House after a very animated contest. He 
declined a second re-election in order to give 
his opponent for the speakership a cleai' field. 



In 1860 he was elected to the State Senate 
from Kennebec, and during the session a va- 
cancy occurred in the office of the attorney- 
general through the death of the incumbent. 
The caucus preliminary to filling the vacancy 
had been fixed for Tuesday evening. On 
Monday morning Mr. Drummond was solicited 
to allow the use of his name. He asked for 
brief time for consideration of the proposal. 
At noon he consented to accept, if the office 
came to him without solicitation. On the .sec- 
ond ballot he was unanimously nominated. 
To this high office he was elected four succes- 
sive times and declined a fifth election on ac- 
count of the inadequacy of the salary in com- 
parison with the duties to be performed in the 
office. An unusual number of criminal cases 
argued by him came before the Law Court, 
many of which arose out of the construction of 
the prohibitory liquor law. Also, there were 
more murder trials in the State during those 
four years of Mr. Drummond's incumbency in 
the office than during the preceding forty 
years. 

In 1862 Mr. Drummond made a visit to 
Washington, and wdrile there he saw and 
learned enough to convince him that no man 
dependent upon his own labor for support of 
himself and family, could safely enter the po- 
litical arena and assume its anxieties, the pos- 
sibility of unexpected changes, and its many 
uncertainties. He, accordingly, came to the 
conclusion that he would thereafter decline to 
be a candidate for any office not in the line of 
his profession. To this resolution he rigidly 
adhered, with the single exception of accept- 
ing an election to fill a vacancy in the State 
House of Representatives, when he was again 
chosen speaker. He served several years as 
city solicitor of Portland after he retired from 
the office of attorney-general. 

In his professional career Mr. Drummond 
has been entrusted with many cases of great 
importance and has had interests of large 
magnitude confided to his care. He has been 
counsel for several railroad, insurance and 
other corporations; while almost every one of 
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the nearly sixty voIuiih's (.)f the Maine Keiiorts 
since the thirty-titth contains eases in «]iieli 
he was counsel, and in the Reports of the (Su- 
preme Court of the United States are several 
cases of ujreat importance whicli were argiu'd 
hy him. 

Mr. Drurnmond lias won I'Xtended and ex- 
alted fame as a Mason, lie joine(l Water\'ille 
Lodge in 1S49 and was its master in iS.'jS-");). 
lie was grand master of the (irand Lodge of 
Maine from iSfjO to l.Sli;!, was for two years at 
the head of the <!rand (_'lia})ter and (irand 
C'ommandery of ^Nlaine and for one year at the 
head of the (Irand Council of Maine. In iSTf 
he was elected to the chief jiosition of tin- 
(ieneral Grand Cha})ter of the I'nited States, 
and in ISSO was grand master of the Ceneral 
< irand Council of the L'nited States, holding 
each office three years. He was [iro\dncial 
deputy grand master of the Loyal (Jrder of 
Scotland under the late Albert Like, and since 
^L'. Like's death has Ijeen pro\'incial grand 
master of that order. 

He recei\'ed the degree of the Scottish Lite 
in 18(Jl-(Ji^ and in tlic latter year tlie 3."]d de- 
gree M"as conferreil upon him, wliereliy he he- 
came an honorary mem]>er of the Supreme 
Council of the Northern Jurisdiction of tlie 
Lnited States. He was immediately elected 
lieutenant grand commander and was re-elected 
in LS63 and I«<)6. In LSOT, ujion the union of 
the Supreme Councils, previously existing, he 
was elected grand commander of the Lnited Su- 
preme Council, the highest office in the gift <jf 
the fraternity. He was re-elected in 1X70, '7-'! 
and '76, but declined further service. This 
office involved a large amount of correspoml- 
ence with all parts of the world. 

He has rendered, perhaps, the greatest sei'- 
vice as a member of tlie committees in tlie 
various Grand Bodies. As cliairman of fhe 
committee on Masonic Juris})rudence in the 
Grand Bodies of Maine, and in the National 
Bodies, he has done more than any one else to 
shape the ^lolity of the order in the State and 
Nation. Jn his own (irand Jjodge he has per- 
formed since LS65 the duty of I'cviewing the 



proceedings of the other Gi'and Lodges — over 
fifty in nuiiiliei-. His report thereon has often 
lieen iiioi'e than "JOO pages. He has also per- 
formed a similar laJ)or for the Grand Chapter, 
Council, and Commandei'y. 

Mr. Drunnnond is a man of strong, deter- 
mined and somewhat aggressive (■haracteristics. 
iV conviction once Hrndy (ixed in Ids mind, it 
is not an easy task to change or weaken it. 
But he is withal kind-hearted, geiu'i'ous and 
synipathetic, and unselfish of his time and 
eti'ort in aiding others, particularly worthy 
young men. l<]iidowed by nature with a com- 
manding figure, and \\'\i\\ remarkable })hysical 
and mental power, he still, after having passed 
three score and ten years, [)resents a fine ex- 
ample of vigoi'ous manhood. 



TOSIAII HAYDEN DRUiLMOND, Jr., of 
O Lortland, Me., was born in Waterville in 
that State on March 5, 1856, and is a son of 
Josiah Hayden Drurnmond (a sketch of whose 
life precedes this page) and Elzada Rollins 
(Bean) Drurnmond. He was taken to the city 
of Loi'tland Ijy his parents when he was four 
years old, and began his education in the 
schools of that city. Entering Colby Univer- 
sity be graduated with credit in LS77. Fol- 
lowing in the professional footsteps of his father, 
he took up the study of law immediately after 
graduation and was admitted to practice in the 
courts of the State of ^Lune in October, 1879. 
He at once Ijeeame a, partner in business with 
his father, and the law firm of Drunnnond & 
Druinmonil still continues. In ( )ctober, 188'2, 
jMr. Drurnmond was admitted to pi'actice in 
the ('ircuit Coui't of the Ihiited States for the 
District of Maine, and in March, 1X8"), was ad- 
mitted to practice in tlie Supreme (_'ourt of the 
United States. 

Ml'. Drinnmond is an ardent lover of his pro- 
fession, a persistent student, and possesses 
mental powers over which he has complete 
mastery. He has great capacity for gaining a 
clear an<l correct cotice[)tion of any case under- 
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taken by liini, and so marshaling liis eviilciice 
and his arguments as to lu'ing out every point 
of strength in favor of his client. Few if any 
of the younger men at the bar of the .State of 
Maine, after twenty years of i>raetiee, stand 
higher to-day in the estimation of their l)retli- 
ren, or enjoy a greater degree of pul)lic eonh- 
dence than Mr. Drummond. 




JOSIAH H DRUMJIOND, JR. 

In his practice he has given particulai- at- 
tention to the \-A\\ rehiting to corporations. 
He has prepared the abstract of the laws of 
Maine for " The American Corporation Legal 
Manual" annually since that work was first 
issued. He has argued l)efore the Law Court 
several important life insurance cases, his \\'ork 
being of such a chai-acter as to give him higli 
standing with the court in that class of litiga- 
tion. The hdelity, accuracy, and completeness 
with which he always treats tlie deciiled cases 
in m.aking liis arguments are generally well 
known. 

Mr. Drummond is an earnest Pie})nl)lican, 
Ijut with little inclination to desert or neglect 
his profession to seek for [aiblic office. He 
represented Portland in the Maine House of 
Kt'presentativcs in Isltl, and was elected to 
the Stall' Senate from ( 'umberland count\- in 



1S96 and 1898 for terms commencing January, 
1897 and 1899. In the Hou.se he served on 
the committees on legal affairs, on banks and 
banking, and on the library. In the Senate 
he served Iwth terms on the committees on 
the judiciary, on lianks and l)anking, and on 
claims. 

He mai-ried Sepjtemlier 17, 1883,Sai'ah Tuttle 
Blake, of Jersey City, N. J., and tliey have five 
sons and one daughter. 



CHARLES F. LTBP,Y, a prominent at- 
torney of Portland, Me., was born in 
Limerick, York county, in that State, on the 
.31st of January, 1844, and is a son of James 
B. Liliby, also a native of that place. James 
B. Liljljy \\'as during a large [tart of his life 
one of the well known firm consisting of him- 
self and t\\'o lirothers, engaged in the wool 
commission Ijusiness in Portland and after 1.S60 
in New York city, where the house is still in 
existence. James Liliby married Hannali 
Catharine Morrill, \\\\o was born in Kenne- 
bunkport. Me., in 1819, and died in Portland 
May 2, 1879; her hus])and died March 26, 
18.S9. This LilJiy family, in common \<'\\\\ 
all others in this countiw, trace tiieir ancestrv 
Ijack to tlie original immigrant, John LilJ.iv, 
who was liorn in England in 1602, and came 
o\-cr in 16;')0, in tiie employ of Robert Tre- 
lawney, wlio, witii Moses (loodyear, secured a 
patent for Ricinnond Island and a large area 
of tlie Maine mainlaml. Tlie fatiier of -lames 
B. Libby, and grandfatlier of tlie suljject, was 
Elias Libf)y, who was born in Scarl)oro, Me., 
on March 12, 17911, and married .lane Jewell: 
tliey had eight children, of whom James B. 
was tlie tliird. He was a leading business 
man, pi'esident ami directorof many im}iortant 
corporations, including steamsliip lines, and 
lived an honorable and useful life. 

Charles F. Libljy was given ample oppor- 
tunity to oljtain a lilieral edncation, of which 
he availed liimself with energy and determi- 
nation. Aftei' graduating from the Portland 
High School he entered Bowdoin College where 
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he was graduated with honors in 18(J4. ]hi\-- 
ing ah'eady deteriuiiied upon following the 
profession of law, he hegan study soon after 
leaving college, in the office of Fessenden it 
Ikitler, in Portland, and tiuished in the Coluni- 
hia Law School, New York city. He «-ent 
abroad immediately after his admission to the 
bar in f8(i() and continued his studies in Paris 
and Heidelberg during two years. He returned 
in f 869 with greatly enlarged experience of the 
world and a store of useful information and 
know ledge. 

^Ir. Libby Ix'gan [)i'actice in Portland with 
Judge Symonds which continued until the 
latter was appointed to the Superior Court 
bencli. His next business association was with 
the late Hon. Moses ?*L Butler, which contin- 
ued until Mr. Butler's death, when he again 
became associated with -fudge Symonds and 
thus continuing until ISHI. In f897 tlie ex- 
isting firm of Ivihliy, Koliinson ct Turner was 
formeil, of wdiich he is the senior. As a law- 
yer Mr. fjilil)y early took a prominent position 
in the Cumberland coiuity l)ar. His natural 
talents and acquired alnlity were soon man- 
ifested in the l>road Hehl of actual practice and 
many cases of importance were intrusted to his 
care. In these he has met with a flattering 
degree of success. 

]*Ir. Libby is an earnest Re[iul)lican and his 
personal po})ularity and oratorical gifts hjug 
ago led to his recognition as one of the polit- 
ical leaders. He licgan his })ul>lic career as 
citv solicitor, holding that office in 1871 and 
18712. In the last named year he was elected 
county attorney, an office which he voluntarily 
i-esigned in l.S7!^, leax'ing an en\-iable recoi'd 
of duty well and fearlessly perforineil. 

In 1882 Mr. Libby was elected mayor of the 
city of Portland, and the vai'ieil and important 
interests of the connnunity were never more 
carefully and efiiciently guarded than during 
his administration. While Mr. Liljliy at this 
time would cheerfully have retired from pub- 
lic life to follow the more congenial jiatlis of 
his profession, his friends in flie Keiiublican 
partv gave him thr nomination for the State 



Senate in I.S.SS and he was, of course, elected. 
His re-i'Icction for anotbei' ti'i'in followed in 
1H91, in which year be was honored by his 
fellow legislators with the ])rcsidency of the 
Senate, a position which be filled with dignity 
and coui'tesy. In his choice foi' the }>residency 
no nomination was made against him by the 
opposite party, a fact for which tln're was no 
pi'eccdent. 




CHARLES F. LI1;|;V. 



-Mr. Lihhy's Inisiness ability has lieen rccog- 
wv/x'A in the connimnity and he has lieen asked 
to accept a immber of tiaists of imjiortance. 
He is attorney for the Lii-st- National Bank of 
l'f)rtlan(l, for the I'oitlaiid Tiiist ('ompany, 
the Portland Street Railway ( 'oin[)any, the In- 
ternational, and I'ortland and Maine Steam- 
ship ( 'ompanics, and \'ai'iousotlicr corporations. 

.Mr. [jiljliy was actix'c in organizing the 
Maine State l>ar Association an<l scr\'ed etfi- 
citaitly as its ])i-esi(lcnt from 1.S91 to 1S9.'") in- 
clusive. His interest in educational afiiiirs 
has always been of an iih.ellgent and eai'nesl 
chai'acter ;ind its appi'cciation by his fellow 
citizens is shown in bis long jieriod of ser\"icc 
h'oiu 1S(;9 to ISSL' on the I'ortland School 
( 'oiinnittee. Heisnow^and has been for man\' 
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years president of the Overseers of Bowrloin 
College. 

Ill his personality Mr. Libhy is one of the 
most genial of men and his unfailing courtesy, 
rigid integrity, and comprehensive ability have 
won for him a large circle of trustworthy 
friends. 

Mr. Libby was married to Alice Bradl_)ury, 
daughter of the Hon. Bion and Alice Williams 
Bradbury, of Eastport, Me., an<l they lun-e two 
living children, a son and a daughter. 



JOSEPH A. LOCKE, attorney, Portland, 
K_) Me., was born in Hollis, York county. 
Me., December 25, 1843. He is a descendant 
in the sixth generation from John Locke, of 
Hampton, N. PL, who came from Yorkshire, 
England, in 1644, it is lielieved, and first set- 
tled in Dover, N. H., there becoming a land 
owner. Through both his father, Htepheii 
Locke, son of Caleh Locke, of Hollis, and his 
mother, Lucinda C'lark, daughter of Charles 
Clark, of Plollis, Mr. Locke is a representative 
of the fourth generation in descent from Sarah 
Pepperell, the accomplished and beloved niece 
of Sir William Pepperell (and daughter of 
Andrew Pepperell), and also from the historic 
Major Charles Frost, of Kittery. 

Steiihen Locke, father of the subject, was for 
many years one of the old-time schoolmasters, 
and later in liis life a Ijuilder and contractor. 
He erected among many other structures of 
importance the city hall of Biddeford, and the 
mills at West Warren. He is a man of liigli 
character and excellent aljility. He is still 
living with his son, Ira S. Locke, in Portland, 
Me. (aged eighty -four years, .January 17, 1900). 

In his early childhood Joseph A. Locke 
moved witii his parents to Biddeford, where 
he fitted for college, graduating from Bowdoin 
College in l,S(l"j with honor, lieiug the saluta- 
torian of his class. He taught in the Portland 
High Scliool tlie first two years after his grad- 
uation, lun-ing charge of chisses in Creek, 
Ijatin, cheinistr\' and mathematics; and wliile 



teaching he was pursuing his law studies. He 
then entered the law office of Davis & Drum- 
iiioiid (Judge Woodbury Davis and the Hon. 
Josiali H. Drummond), and was admitted to 
practice in the State courts in 18(38 and in the 
United States courts in 1869. 

Pie settled in Portland, remaining a short 
time with Messrs. Davis & Drummond, and in 
October, 1868, opened an office. Here, by 
close application to business, and the care and 




JOSEPH A. LOCKE. 

fidelity with which he attended to all matters 
entrusted to his charge, both in office work 
and the trial of cases in the courts, he acquired 
a large and successful law practice, command- 
ing tlie confidence of all with whom he came 
in contact. In 1880 lie formed a co-partner- 
ship with his In-other, Ira S. Locke, under the 
firm name of Locke et Locke, whicli still con- 
tinues. They have an extensive general pi-ac- 
tice, are trustees of several large estates, and 
have the charge of many trust funds. 

Mr. Locke is an earnest Republican and has 
frequently been honored l>y his fellow citizens 
with positions of trust. He was twice elected 
representative from Portland to the State Leo-- 
islature, namely, for the sessions of 1877 and 
1879, serving as a member of the judiciary 
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committee in botl; sessions, and also as a mem- 
ber of the library eonnnittee in 1S77. The 
State election iu the fall of 1S7S for the session 
of the succeeding year \\'as a very close one 
throughout the State and especially in Cum- 
berland county; and out of tlie five re[iresen- 
tatives to the liouse from Portland Mr. Ijocke 
•was the only Republican electe<l. On the 
organization of the House of Representatives 
in 1879 he M'as the Republican nominee for 
speaker, but was defeated by the cond)ined 
vote of the Democratic and (ireenback re})re- 
sentatives. At the State election in that fall 
he was elected a senator from Cumberland 
county, Ijeing the only Re}inblican nonnnee 
for the Senate from Cumberland county who 
received his certificate of election from the Cov- 
ernor and Council. This was the famous ses- 
sion of the Legislature of ISSII. 

From the tirst meeting of the Senate until 
its linal organization, when he was elected its 
president, lie was the leader in that body on 
Ijehalf of the Republican party in opposition to 
the organization of the Senate by the mendjers 
of the Democratic and Greenljack parties ; and 
by his timely written protests, duly presented 
in session, while they were attempting to per- 
fect an organization, paved the way to liring 
tlie question involved, as to ^\dlO were the 
legally elected members of the Senate, before 
the Supreme Court of the State for its decision. 
This is the only instance since the organization 
of the State that a member has been elected 
president of the Senate in the first ivv\n of ser- 
vice therein. Mr. Locke was the ycjungest man 
who ever occujiied the chair. He was returned 
to the Senate in 1881, and re-electeil its [u-es- 
ident. This was the first session of tlie Legis- 
lature following tiie aniendmeid to the (.'on- 
stitution providing foi' liiennial ele(/tions; 
consequently Mr. Locke reinainc(l as president 
of the Senate, making him the second ei\-il 
officer in the State, for three years, and until 
the organization of the Legislature in .Jamiary, 
1883, when he was elected a menibei- of the 
Governor's Council. This [losition lie lielil by 
suljsequent election for four yea i-s, sei'\'ing all 



that period as chairman of (he eonnnittee on 
accounts, and of the commiteee on education, 
and was on the connnittees on militaiy affairs 
and on jaililic lieneficiaries. In tins position 
and under these several res[)onsibilities Mr. 
Locke was forced to bear a large share of the 
bui'den of work. Frojn this he did not shrink, 
In'inging to bear his formei' legislative expe- 
rience, his legal ajjility, and his conservative 
judgment. Since his retirement fi'om the 
Senate he has de\-oted his energies mainly to 
the interests of Ids luunerous clients and to 
the trusts that have ]>een placed in his hands. 

Mr. Locke has always taken a deejt interest 
in educational affairs. During several yeai's 
after his period of teaching the high school he 
was a memljcr of the School Connnittee of 
Portland. He has for many years jjeen a mem- 
l.ier of the Board of Trustees of Maine Wes- 
leyan Seminary and Female College at Kent's 
Hill, Me., and the last nineteen years has been 
president of the board. 'Jdiat institution has 
greatly profited by his judicious counsel. 

Mr. Locke has been interested more or less 
in the various historical, educational and social 
organizations of Poi'tland. He is a mend)er of 
tlie INLune Llistorical Society, the Genealogical 
Society, the Portland Natural ILstory Society, 
and of the Masonic fraternity. He first became 
a Mason in 1860, receiving the Blue Lodge 
degrees in Dunlap Lodge in Biddeford, and 
became a memlier thereof Ha\'ing decided 
to make his home in Portland, he ti'ausferred 
his mend.iership to IN.irtland J^odgc No. 1, the 
oiliest lodge in the State, acting under chai'ter 
issueil in 1769, ami at the next election \\'as 
chosen senior warden and aftei'ward worship- 
ful master, occupying the chair for the years 
1871 and 1.S7j!. Li .lune, 1S77, honoi-ary 
memberslui) was conferred upon him ; and in 
1878 he ^\'as elected a member of the lioard of 
Masonic Ti'ustees. 

Mr. Locke has at different times been highly 
honored by this large and sti'ong fi'aternity. 
He was most eminent high priest of ( ii'cenleaf 
Chapter No. 1;> in 1S7(): eminent comnian(U'r 
of St. Alban's Connnandery No. 8, for the years 
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1877 and 1878 : oraml high prieist of the Graml 
Chapter of Maine for the years 1881 and 1882. 
In the Grand Comniandery of Maine, in May, 
1887, he was elected from the floor to the po- 
sition of deputy grand commander, and ek^cted 
right eminent grand conunander for the years 
1888 and 1889. While occupying the latter 
position at the Triennial Conclave of the Grand 
Encampment of the United States, held in 
M'ashington, D. (_'.. in 1889, he was elected 
chairman of the ritual committee to revise and 
correct the ritual of the order throughout the 
country: and, so «ell was the work done, that 
at the next Triennial Conclave, held in Den- 
ver. Ci;il., in 1892. the report of the committee 
was accepted and the litual presenteil hy it 
unanimously adopteil without a single change 
heing made, although it was tlie general opin- 
ion of the meml)ers of the order throughout 
the country Ijefore the conclave tliat mi iltual 
could l>e presented which wouhl he adopted. 
In May. 1897. he was elected graml master 
of tlie (irand Lodge of Maine, and re-elected 
the next year. At tlie jiresent time Mr. Locke 
is grand junior warden of the (hand Encamp- 
ment. Knights Templar of the United States. 

Mr. Locke has also heen honored in the 
Scottish Kite or so-called degrees of ^^lasonrv. 
lie was for eleven years thrice })0tent grand 
master of Yates Lodge of Perfection in Port- 
laud, and afterward connnaudcr-in-chief of 
Maine Consistory, thirty-second degree, for eight 
years: and in September, ls,s4. lie receiveil at 
Detroit the honorary grade of sovereign grand 
inspector-general of tlie thirty-third and last 
ilegree. 

Mr. Locke married. August 27. 187-''>. Florence 
!•]. Perley. daughter of .Fosepli H. Perlev, a 
well known merchant of Portland. Thev liave 
four children uo\\' lixdng, namelv : (_4race 
Perley Locke, -John R. Locke, Allen S. Locke, 
and Joseph A. Locke, jr. 



SKVn L. LAKRABEE, Portland, one of 
the most prominent member.s of the 
Maine bar, is a native of Scarhoro, Me., where 
he was horn January 22. 1855. His ancestry 
performed an honorable part in the settlement 
and wars of the new country in early years, 
and is traceable l)ack to liiOO. Members of 
the family served with credit in the Rex'olu- 
tionarv war and left a heritatre of honor to 




SETH L. LARRAEEE. 

their descendants. The father of S^th L. was 
Jonlau Larrabee. w lio also was born in Scar- 
horo, and his motht r was Caroline F. Beals. 

The fioyhood of Setli L. Larrabee was passed 
on the home farm, where he learned the value 
and ilisfijilinary intiuence of arduous toil. At- 
tending the district school, he later titteil for 
college in the Westbrook (Me.) Seminary from 
\A-hich he was graduated in 187(1. After tak- 
ing a year's vacation, he entered I>owdoin Col- 
lege and was graduated with the class of 1875. 
l)uring his college course he taught .several 
terms in common schools, and after his grad- 
uation he taught languages one year in God- 
dard Seminary, at Barre. A't. 

In fulhllment of his early formed determina- 
tion to become a member of tlie leyal profes- 
sion. Mr. Larrabee entered the othce of Strout 



WIIJJAM T. HAINKS, attoniey-Kcn- 
cral (if ^failu^ is a .self-iiiadf man. 
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Adage, in Portland, Me., and was adniitti'd ber of the leading social and political elubs of 

to the bar in 1S7S. Opening an office in that Portland. 

city, his varied talents soon commanded atten- 'S\v. Larj-abee was married October '21, 18.S0, 

tion and gained for him a large practice. P"or to Lulu B. Sturdevant, of Scarboro. They 

twenty years past his connnanding Hgui'e, and ha\-e two children — Sydney P., aged seventeen 

his masterly conduct of cases have been well years, and Leon S., aged lifteen. 

known in the Maine courts. 

]\[r. Larrabee is a Pepublican and his inllu- 

ence in }iolitical circles, his ability to win and 
keep friends, and his social [lopularity haw 
combined to render him an important fac'tor 

in his party, to wliich he has rendered impor- Lie is a graduate of the Maine State College 

tant services. In ISSO he was elected register (ISTI)), and the Alliany Law Scliodl in ISTS. 

of i)robate for Cumberland county, which office In May, lS7i», he settle(l at Oakland (then 

he held nine years. lie was chosen city solic- West Wateiville), Kennebec county, Me., and 

itor for till' city of Portland in 1 S!)] andls;).'!, comiiicnccd the practice nf law. Here he re- 

and in ISK.l-Sty was elected to the State Legis- mained until October, iSSO, when be moved 

lature. In the last nanie(l year be was unani- to \\'ater\-ille. where be has siiu'c I'Csided. 

mously nominated and unanimnusly eh'cted Soon after coming to the bar Mr. Haines 

speaker of the House, an honorable positidii obtained a good clientage, and \\'as \'ery 

wdiieh he tilled witli dignity, ability and charm soon tiamd in the courts trying liis own 

of personal manner. cast's. In Iss-^ he was elected county attor- 

^Ir. Larrabee's Imsiness (jualiHcations and ne^' for Kennebec county, which oHice he 

Judgment have led to his selection for a num- field for two tei'ins. He has ah\-ays been a 

ber of responsil lie trusts. For many years past Republican, and has taken an acti\'e interest 

he has lieen an influential memlier of the I'ort- in everv campaign since be has bet'ii a \-oter, 

land Board of Trade. He was one of the orig- and has served his party several campaigns 

inators of the Casco, and the Portland Loan upon the stump. Lie was elected to the iMaine 

and Buibling Associations, in lioth of which Senate, from Kenneljcc county, in Isss, and 

lie is ilirector, treasurer ami attorney. He was again in 1.S9I). As a legislator he [uit forth 

an original incfiryiorator and is president of the rnanv new and reform measures, among which 

Portland ami Yarmouth Electric Pailway may be mentioned the registration bill, for the 

<.'ompan^•. He was one of the founders of the registration of voters in cities, wdiicli is known 

(Jbajiman National Bank of which he is \-ice- bv his name, and f n' which he recei\'ed both 

president and director. Lie was instrumental praise and afiuse, as it was [lassed by a strict 

in chartering and founding the Mercantile partv \'ote ;it the end of his second term, ba\'- 

Trust Conipam-, of wdiich he is trustee and at- ing been defeated in fSSS; but now that the 

tornev. To him also has lieeii confided the measui'c has been tried all are compelled to 

cai'C of a iiumlier of large estates. In all of admit that it is a great iiiipro\-emcnt on the 

these positions Mr. Larrabee has exhibited the old luefhod of registering voters in citit's. He 

traits and (pialihcations that never fail to en- also iiilrodu(/cd ami carried through the con- 

dow the conservative, prmleuf and enterpris- stitutional amendment re(|uii'ing an education- 

ing man of affairs. Mr. Larrabee served two al (|ualitication for votei's, which was adopted 

■^'ears as captain of the I"ir.st Maine liatterv of liy the people in the election in isifj. Per- 

the State ?ililitia. He is a member of the Ma- haps the most prominenl of his legislati\-e 

sonic order, a Knight of Pvthias, and a mem- woi-k related to his cHVirts to pass a statute 
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for tlie regulation of railroad rates and fai'es, 
for which he made a most determined fight 
during both his terms in tlie Senate, and in 
both of which he was unsuccessful, yet none 
can deny that his efforts in this direction did 
a good deal towards creating public sentinrent 
to demand mileage tickets at two cents per 
mile, wliich was promised by the railroads be- 
fore the ilebate was closed and the last vote 




WILLIAM T. HAINES. 

taken on his bill in tlie Senate. As a legisla- 
tor, Mr. Haines was generally successful, being 
a ready and forcible debater, and one who 
makes firm friends of his associates. 

He has done a good ileal, both in the Ijegis- 
lature and out, to assist his alma mater, hav- 
ing served upon the Board of Trustees since 
1882. He was chairman of the connnittee, 
and had cliarge of the construction of lioth 
Coburn Hall and Wingate Hall at the State 
University, and has been secretai'y of the trus- 
tees since 1886, and as trustee has taken a 
great interest in the same: and tn his efforts 
and co-operation is due the estalilishment of 
the law school in IJangor. 

In 1892 Ml'. Haines was candidate for attor- 
ney-general, Ijut was defeated by Hon. F. A. 
Powers, of Houlton. But iii Isjdj he aKaiii 



made a contest for the position. It was one ot 
the hottest political fights ever known in the 
State, there being five candidates in the field, 
but he was triumphantly nominated and 
elected. 

As a citizen he has been prominent in many 
of the new enterprises in Waterville. He or- 
sanized, and with others started the Waterville 
Loan and Building Association, for which he 
is now attorney and one of the executive board 
of trustees: also the Masonic Building Com- 
pany, wliicli erected the Masonic building on 
Common sti'eet. He is also a member of the 
Elaine Siiorfsmen's Association, and has al- 
ways taken a great interest in the propagation 
and protection offish and game. 

]\Ir. Haines promoted the system of water 
works in the towns of Newport, Machias and 
Oakland, and of late he has become largely 
interested in the wild land in northern INIaine. 

But with all his connection with business, 
the best part of his energies and time has been 
devoted to the practice of law. As an attor- 
)iey, he enjoys the confidence of the commu- 
nity liotb for integrity and ability. In the 
management of his cases Ire is a most untiring 
worker. By constant application to business 
he has acquired a large clientage. Through 
diligent study and steady practice lie has be- 
come one of the most brilliant members of the 
bar in Maine. He has lieen engaged in many 
important cases w bicb have Itecome part of the 
legal history of the State. His success as a 
la\\ver and his general })Opularity are features 
characteristic of his earnest nature. Of good 
presence, a clear and forcible speaker, argu- 
mentative to an extreme degree, he is a recog- 
nized }K)wer ^^•ith the people and in the coun- 
cils of till' party to which he Ijelongs. 

When county attorney, be tried three mur- 
der cases in seven days, ol)taining conviction 
in ulL Kennebec county saw three of her citi- 
zens who hail taken life, in State's prison, two 
for life and one for seven years, in a little over 
two months from the date the first crime was 
committed. As .Judge Whitehouse, who pre- 
sided at the trials, remarked, this was admin- 
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istering criininul \i\\\ with certainty and celer- 
ity, and, he hoped, without too riuich se\'erity. 
Mr. Haines is a great a(bnirer of his native 
State, and particuhirly of his a(lopte<l city and 
the Kennebec N'alley. At tlie meetings of tlie 
State r>oard of Trade, of wliicli Mr. Ilaines 
has been a prominent membei', lie has al\\'ays 
advocated Maine, for i\[aine peo[)le, as a phice 
in which to in\'est tlieir money ami their en- 
ergy, a good State in which to Ije born, in 
which to \\\%, and in which to die. 



WILLIAM ITFT FESSLXDEN ' was 
the eldest son of <!en. Sauuiel Fes- 
senden, and was born at l>osca\\'en, X. LL, 
October l(j, 1S()(3. The name winch he re- 
ceived is indicative of liis father's pfditical 
0})inions, as Litt, tlien at the lieight of liis 
power anil reputation as premier of England, 
was the idol of the New Lhigland Federalists. 
Liis father was a son of William Fessenden, 
the first minister of the hrst parisli in Frye- 
burg, Maine, graduated from Dartmouth Col- 
lege, studied law and pi'acticeil most of liis life 
in Portland. Lie was an excelkad law)'er and 
a man of line literary and scholarly tastes. 
In politics he was a Federalist and later a 
Whig. He died ni Portland, March U), 1S69. 
The childhood of the son was spent at his 
father's home in New (doucester. He was 
eai'lv studious a]id unusually precocious. In 
1819, before he was thirteen years old, he en- 
tereil Powdoin (.'ollege, and was gi'aduated 
there with honors in \>^'l'-'>. 

\\'hile LA'ssendeu was in college his fathei' 
had moved from Xew ( doucester to Portland, 
so that when his college course was completed 
he came to his father's new home, and began 
to studv law in the office of Charles S. Daveis, 
at that time one of the leading law>'crs in 
Maine. He was a law student for four years, 
part (if the time in the office of his uncle, 
Thomas Fessenden, in Xew Yoi-k,andiii l«l^7, 

1 Condensed from biography read by Richard Webb before the 
Maine Historical Society February 23, 18'J4, 



being then twenty-one yt-ars old, he was ad- 
mitted to the ( 'umberlaud Ijar. lie had re- 
ceived au excellent drill, especially in eipiity, 
then a new bivinch in the jurisprudence of 
Maine. After his admission he opened an 
ofhce in Bridgton, Maine, where he remained 
about two years. He then returned to I^oi't- 
la.nd, and became a member of his father's firm, 
hut this arrangement not proving satisfactory 
he \\ent to Bangor, wliere he stayed until 1832, 
when he again returned to Portland, and for 
the rest of his life made his home in that city. 
He was married on the year of his return to 
the youngest daughter of .lames Deering. 

Fessenden soon took high rank at tlie bar, 
and de\-eloped miicli of the true spirit of the 
lawyei-. lie was fond of the profession, and in 
many res[)ects preferred it to holding jiuldic 
position. lie enjoyed a large although not 
specially lucrative practice, and long before his 
election to the Senate he was recognized as 
one of the leading law)'ers of the State. 

He early took an interest in politics. In 
18'27, wdien only twenty-one years of age, he 
delivered to the young men of Portlaiul a 
Fourth of -July oration, in which he clearly 
showed the l)(.'ut of his mind t(n\'ard public 
affairs. In l8;;i! he was elected to the Legis- 
lature' as a Whig, hawing been offered and 
having declined the Whig nomination for Con- 
gress. Service in Congress does not seem to 
have been tlieu considered the honor it has 
since become. An appointment to the bench 
was iiiuch preferred, and on two separate' oc- 
casions seats in the United States Senate were 
resigiu'd for positions on the Supi'eme ('ourt 
of Elaine. In 1840, however, he accepteil the 
congressional nomination and was elected ; hut 
service in the House of Pepresentatives did 
not seem to suil, his tastes and although re- 
nominated he [(ositivel)' deidined to run. Ten 
years later, in 18.10, he was again elecb'd to 
Congi-ess, hut lost his scat through an error in 
the returns. 

Ill 184;! and 1840 the Whigs in the Legis- 
lature ga\'c him their votes for the senatorship, 
aii<l in 1S.");J, when the term of James W. Ih'ad- 
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bury, who was a Democrat, expired, he again 
received the support of liis part)-. But tlie 
Legislature of LSSo failed to elect, no candi- 
date receiving a majority of the votes cast, and 
adjourned leaving the vacancy to ].)e tilled by 
the Legislature to be elected in the coming fall. 
Now in the political campaign of that year a 
serious split occurred in the Democratic party 
so long dominant in Maine. A consiilei-al.)le 
faction, calling themselves "Lidependent Dem- 
ocrats," bolted the regular nominations and 
supi>orted, as their candidate foi- the governor- 
ship, Anson P. Morrill. 

'i'here was no election of governor by tlic peo- 
ple, and it fell, therefore, upon the Legislature 
which met in .January, 1854, to elect both a 
governor and a senator, with the balance of 
power resting in the handful of members who 
were the supporters of AL'. Morrill. 

Air. Fessenden had l)een at all times a con- 
sistent Whig, and was the most prominent 
man of that partv in tlie State, and was also 
in favor at that time with the so-called "Li- 
dependent Democrats." He was elected gov- 
ernor liy a ruse tliat gained the support of the 
Independents and also retained the full ^Vhig 
vote. 

At tlie time of AL'. Fessenden's election to 
the Senate the famous Kansas-Nebraska Inll 
was in progress, the bill providing for the or- 
ganization of the territories of Kansas and Ne- 
braska and tlie re})eal of the Missouri Compro- 
mise. Lito this exciting dejjate he at once 
plunged, delivering liis first speech on the 
evening of March .">, LS54. He spoke without 
notes, and the flow of his t'lo(juence was not 
disturbed by the frequent interruptions of such 
veteran deliaters as Cass, Douglass and P>utler. 
His si)eech won from liis fellow senators im- 
mediate i-ecognition of him as a deljater of 
more than usual ability, and drew public at- 
tention to himself as anew and fearless leader 
of the small band of anti-slavery men then in 
Congress. 

Hut the Missouri (_'om[)roinise was repealeil. 
In a Senate of sixty-twT) members only four- 
teen voted against the l)ill. as jiad so often 



lia}i])ened before the demands of the South 
were granted. Listantly the Republican party 
sprang into being, taking for its creed opposi- 
tion to theextension of slavery in the territories, 
while "poi>ular sovereignty" Ijecame the rally- 
ing cry of the Democrats. The Whig party 
was dead, and although many Whigs became 
Democrats, many Democrats joined their old 
opponents in becoming Repulilicans. Tlien 
came the fierce and bitter struggle for the pos- 
session of Kansas, fought out largely in hand- 
to-hand encounter upon the soil of that new- 
territory, the attempt to fraudulently force a 
slavery constitution upon the Kansas people, 
tlie final defeat of the jiro-slavery party and 
the admission of Kansas as a free State. As 
the Southern leaders saw power slipping away 
from their grasp, and realized that not only 
the Ijalance of })Ower ne\er could be restored, 
])ut that the time was at hand when the con- 
trol of the government in all its branches would 
pass to enemies of Southern institutions, an- 
grier and more arrogant grew their demands, 
and firmer and more determined became the 
Northern resistance. The Su})reme Court is- 
sued the Dred Scott decision, .John Brown 
attempted to cai)ture LLir[)er's Ferry, Abraham 
Lincoln was elected to the presidency, the 
Southern States passed ordinances of secession, 
and acti\'e jn'eparations for war Ijegan. 

Mr. Fessenden's first term in the Senate was 
therefore crowded with exciting and moment- 
ous events, and in all the legislative struggles 
of the time he bore a conspicuous part. The 
prominent position he had assumed at the l)e- 
giniiing he held to the end as the little band 
of cham})ions for freedom grew greater. Li 
deflate he was always ready. Nobody could 
match him in immediate and iiicisi\-e re}ily. 
and his wonls were swift and sharp. In sen- 
timent he was thoroughly anti-slavery. It 
was his inheritance and he was faithful to it. 

When the Re})ulilican [larty came into [)0wer, 
to IMr. Fessenden was assigned the difficult and 
important iiosition of cliairman of the finance 
committee. Here he was most conspicuous in 
sustaining the national credit during the war. 
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He prepared and carried through the Senate 
all measures relating to revenue, taxati(.in and 
appropriations, and so niueli eontidenee was 
reposed in him, and so great was his intluence, 
that his hills almost always heeame laws suh- 
stantially as he had reported them. As de- 
clared hy Sumner, "all that our tiest generals 
were in arms, he was in the Hnancial Held." 
In one important instance he was outN'oted. 
He objected to the Legal Tender liill, and he 
stated his objections in one of his ablest 
speeches. The correctness oi his \icws was 
sul>sequently apparent, and Ins predictions in 
the matter were fultilled. 

At the darkest hour of the war, in -lune, 
1<S(34, Secretary Chase resigned tlu' port- 
folio of the Treasury. To fill the vacancy, 
David Tod, of Ohio, was nominated, but he 
immediately sent a telegram to the president 
declining the office. The nomination of Mr. 
Fessenden was then sent to the Senate, and 
was at once confirmed. ]\Ir. Fessenden N\'as 
completely surprised. He was at the White 
House conferring with the president u[>on the 
situation of affairs in the 'J'reasury ]_)epartment 
when ^Ir. Lincoln told him tliat his own nom- 
ination was on the way to the (.'aj)it(.)l. He 
at once hastened to the Senate Chamber to 
protest against it, Imt the nomination had been 
confirmeil before he arrived. He sought, liow- 
e\'er, to decline, but the pi'csideid iiisisti.'d that 
he must accc[)t. LiHueidial senatoi's and 
members of the House [>i'omised to aid and 
su]iport him with sucli financial legislation as 
he might wish, and public opinion, so far as 
it was maile manifest in I'csolutions of cham- 
bers of commerce an<l boards of trade and in 
the editorials of leading party newspapers, 
called u})on him to take the office. So he I'c- 
signed his seat in the Senate, anil became sec- 
retai-y of the trt'asury. 

Mr. Fesscnilen's career as secretai'y of the 
ti-easury iias been too often referred b) in a 
p;irentliesis, yet during the eight nionlhs that 
he held this office he quietly and unostenta- 
tiinrsly performed the most im[)0i-tan( public 
ser\'ices of his life uji to that time. When he 



assumed the office on July -l, 1S()4, the comli- 
tion of all'airs was, as he afterwards modestly 
described it in his rej)Ort to ( 'ongi'css, "[k'cuI- 
iarly end)arrassing." 

Bonds which had liei'elofore been issued had 
been sold in most instance's to banks, ca[iital- 
ists and syndicates, and by them ]ilaced upon 
the market, but it, no\\' a](peare(l that this 
market would take no more except at a ruinous 
discount. Mr. l'\'Ssondcn I'eali/.ed, however, 
that another market for go\'eriniient securities 
might well exist outside the slock e.xclianges 
of the great cities, in \\djicli market the j)eo]ile 
themselves might <leal directly with the gov- 
ernmeid without the intervention of l;)rokers 
and middle men. In the people of this coun- 
try he had full confidence. He firmly l)elieved 
in tln'ir determination to put <lown the rebel- 
lion at any cost oi- sacrifice. He, therefoi'c, 
determined to offer, as a great pO})ular loan, 
the " Seven-thirty" f)onds then recently author- 
ized. The loan was thoroughly advertised and 
op[iortunity given to every one to subscribe. 
The [)lan pro\'ed a pronounced success, and the 
" seven-tliirtys" became very [lopular almost 
inniiediately. Money Ho^'ed into the treasui'V 
in a constantly increasing stream, and the 
financial embarrassment of the government 
was soon relie\'e(l. 

Wdien ^Ir. f\'ssenden It'ft the Treasury in 
March, isijo, to again take the seat in the Sen- 
ate to which the JA'gislature of Maine had re- 
elected him, the (douds of eight months befoi'c 
had disa[)peared. Thi'eateiicil bankruptcy had 
been averted, and the financial att'airs of the 
go\'ernment had been conducted to a position 
of safety. 

The congi-essmen returning to A\'ashington 
in Hecember, ISd.l, found an anomalous e'on- 
dition in that body. When ( 'ongrcss adjourneil 
inne months before, the war was in progress, 
( 'onfe(lerate ai'mies were in Ihc field to be 
fought hy the I'nioii forces. In Washington 
the ci)ngressiiien found many <if the proiuinent 
leaders of the I'cliellion coolly dcnianding the 
seats in the Senate and Ibiuse of Kepi'esenta- 
ti\'es to which theii'\-ai'ious"so\'ereignpeo[iles" 
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had elected tlieiii. Tliev had come to Wash- 
ington not as petitioners, hut as claimants, 
not as repi-esentatives of a defeated people to 
sue for mercy, Init as if they themselves were 
victors, to dictate terms of })eace. 

The successive acts of the [)resi(lent which 
had ended in l)riuging about this anomalous 
condition had been watched with surprise and 
in(hgiiation at the North, and the [iresident 
soon found tliat he had almost entirely lost 
the support of the Keind:)lican party which 
had elected him \-ice-president. \\'hen Con- 
gress met members were in no temper to listen 
to these claims for Southern representation. 
It was at once decided to apjioint a s})ecial 
joint committee on reconstruction, a resolution 
to this effect passing the House even l>efore the 
president's message was read, and to this com- 
mittee should be referred all the (juestions and 
all proposed legislation relating to the restora- 
tion of the late Confe<lerate States. This was 
the famous "Committee of Fifteen." It num- 
bered among its members the leading men of 
both parties, and its chairman was Senator 
Fessenden. 

The report of the committee, which was 
made after a thorough and can'ful examina- 
tion into the condition of the Southern States, 
was anxiously a\\-aited in the l)elief that it 
would slieil light upon the darkness, and would 
point out the ti'ue path leading to a reunited 
nation. The report was written Iiy Mr. Fes- 
senden, and it has been said of it that with the 
possible exception of the Proclamation uf Eman- 
cipation it is the ablest state papei' of the ])e- 
riod. ^Vith perhaps tlie same cxci'ption it is 
the most important. Clear and lucid in its 
style, admiralile in its composition, faultless in 
its logic, con\'incing in its argument, thorough 
and com[ilete in its treatment of the subject, 
and wise in its reconnnendations, it is a doc- 
ument upon which Mr. Fessenden may well 
rest liis reputation for broad, intelligent, patri- 
otic and wise statesmanship. The influence 
of the re})Ort was immense. It became the 
creeil of the Rei)ublican party, and the settle- 
ment of the (piestion therein [>roposed was 



considered throughout the country as reason- 
al)le, practical)le and. just. 

The committee's plan of reconstruction was 
through the Fourteenth Amendment which 
should be ratified Ijy the Southern States as a 
condition of readmission. The Fourteenth 
Amendment was accordingly adopted by Con- 
gress in accordance with the suggestion of the 
corinnittee, and in nearly the same form in 
which the committee liad drafted it. It was 
at once ratified by the Northern States an<l 
also l>y 'J'ennessee, and that State was pi'omptly 
readmitted to representation. 

^Ir. I^essenden, althougli he had from his 
earliest days been an 0})])0nent of slavery, and 
had always been a ti'ue friend to the colored 
race, was not in favor of negro suffrage as a 
condition of reconstruction. When the pro- 
posed Fourteenth Amendment ^\•as Ijefore the 
Senate it was most forcibly attacked by Mr. 
Sumner Ijecause it did not grant universal suf- 
frage, and Mr. Fe.ssenden in his reply contended 
that it was in all respects lietter to leave the 
question of suffrage wholly to the States, hold- 
ing out to them, however, the progress of in- 
creased representation whenever they should 
make suffrage univei'sal. Negi-osuftrage might 
tbcreljy appear as for the interest of the South, 
and the negroes would in time l;)e enfranchise<l 
l)y act of the States themselves. Hail the ne- 
gro received the right from the State, he would 
liave lieen much more likely to have been pro- 
tected in its exercise. 

Mr. Fessenden was now at the height of his 
power and iidiuence and \\-as the recognized 
leader of his party in the Senate. He had the 
respect of his ojiponents, and cahunny and 
slander had s[iared him. Had death here 
ended his careei' tlie uiourning would have 
l^een far more general and sincere than that 
which actually occurred two years later, and 
his meiriory \\ould have been far more warm- 
ly cherished liv his contemporaries than has 
been the case. 15ut another great puljlie ser- 
vice remained for him to perform — to vote 
"Not tniilty" on the impeachment of Andrew 
•lohnson. By so doing he forfeited all his pop- 
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ular su|)})Oi't. losl tlie greater luunlier of his 
political friends, an<l eeased to ln' a party 
leader. For tlie first time in his life he was 
suhjeeted to general and unmitigated abuse, 
iiiueh of it I'oiiiing from those w ho had long 
looked to him for leadership. 

Among the leading politieal opponents of 
the president was Senator Fe.ssenden. Xo twi) 
men eould he more uidike. In education, 
character, intellect, liahits of thought, manner 
and political opinions thev were in pronounced 
and unreconcilahle opposition. They had 
practically nothing in common, and for .Jolin- 
son's character Fessenden had a supreme con- 
tempt. Yet while tlie Senate was sitting as a 
Court of Iin[)eachment, ^Ir. Fessenden realized 
that his duties were then judicial and not po- 
litical, and that he must l>ase his decision up- 
on the articles ])resented and the testimony 
ottered in support of tliem, not upon anything 
outside of the record. Personal and political 
considerations nuist Ije wdioUy disregarded. 

The vote of the Senate was thirty-fi\e for 
conviction and nineteen for acquittal, ^Ir. 
Fessenden \-oting with the minority, and since 
the necessary two-thirds had not \'oted "( Juilty," 
the president was not con\icted. A change of 
a single vote gi^'en for acquittal would lia\'e 
changed the result. Se\'en Republican sen- 
ators voted "Not (iuilty," and upon tliem was 
at once poured the vials of public wratli, since 
anv one of theui might [)roperly l)e said to 
have })revented what the vast majority of the 
people so ardently desired. 

Among the memljers of the House who 
voted for Iiripeachment was Mr. Blaine, an<l 
he has since said: '"Sober reflection of later 
years has persuaded many wdio favore<l im- 
peachment that it w'as not justifiable on the 
charges made, and that its success woulil have 
resulted in greater injurv to free institutifnis 
than Andrew Johnson in his utmost endea\-or 
was able to inflict." 

But Mr. Fessen<len did not live until "sober 
reflection of later years" could persuade his 
detractors that they had been unjust to him. 
Before tlie anger wdiich his action had ;iroused 



had subside<l, lie died at his home in Portland, 
Maine, September <S, 1,S69. l^'or the last ten 
years of his lil'e he had not been well. In 
IS.IM he liad been one of the victims of a mys- 
terious sickness wdiicdi bi'oke out among the 
guests of the National lIot(din ^\'ashington, 
from tlie effects of which he ne\'er fully re- 
covered. So that when his Hnal illness came, 
although at first thought to )je not serious, it 
proved more than he could bear, and in ajjout 
a week after he was first attacked he died. 
The su<ldenness of his deatli es[)ecially shocked 
the community in wdiicli he had li\'eil, and 
tliere at least recent animosities were at once 
forgotten in the universal effort to do honor to 
his memory. The funeral services, wdiich took 
place in Portland, were largtdy attended, 
crowds waiting on the steps tfom early morn- 
ing until the church should be oj)en. That 
the mourning was wide-spread was self-e\ddent. 
Portland ha<l lost her greatest citizen, the 
greatest man who had e\'er lived within her 
walls. 

Mr. Fessenden was not wdiat is called a po}i- 
ular man, that is, he did not ha\'e that qual- 
ity best described, ]ierhaps, as "personal mag- 
netism," such as was [)0ssessed in such marked 
degree by that other distinguislied son of Maine, 
who soon after occuiiied his seat in the Senate 
— Mr. Blaine. Tlie jieople believed in his in- 
tegrity, had confidence in liis judgment, and 
admired bisaliility, but they were not inspired 
with a feeling of personal loyalty an<l of in- 
tense and unquestioning devotion to himself 
and his fortunes. He ajipealed to theii' con- 
sciences and to their eonnuon sense, and they 
followed him because they w ere convinced that 
he was right. He was reserved and dignified 
in manner, and was, perluqis, somewdiat aris- 
tocratic, ha<l little ])atieiice with those wdiom 
he considered liores, careil nothing for the iiat- 
ronacre of his ixisition, and wasofteii short and 
sharp with office .seekers. He had a supreme 
eonteiiqit, wdiich he took no pains to conceal, 
for those wdio were in politics foi' wdiat they 
could make, ami expected reward for political 
services. Thesi.' traits iiatnrall>- made liim 
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unpopulai' with cei'taiii classes, and ii,i\\K him 
a reputation for l_)oin,i;' cohl and unapproacli- 
able, but to tliose adnntted to liis }>ersonal 
friendsiiiii he was a most genial coni])anion, 
and was hy tliem lield in sueli elose affection 
as to i)rove sucli reputatioji undeserved. 

Mr. Fessenden exerciseil in private life the 
same virtues tluit made his puljlic career con- 
spicuous. Jle had no private \'ices, such as 
dim the luster of the fame of Clay. He \\-as 
always a [>erfecf gentleman, courteous and w- 
fined. 

He often sceme<l indifferent t(.) public opin- 
ion. He was, perhaps, too nuich so. Yet he 
was peculiarly sensiti\'e to praise and censure, 
the more so, dou])tless, because he was unwill- 
ing to pui'chase the one, or seek to conciliate 
the other, by concessions wliich he regarded 
as \'enal. lie was not the man to feel the 
puljjic jailse before making up his own miu(L 
He was governed l)y principle, not l)y policy. 
But in the application of pi'inciples no one was 
more practical. He U'as not n theorist, and 
while belie\ing that moral principles should 
underlie legislation, he rt'ali/.eil that perfect 
righteousness is not always attainable in this 
woi'ld, and that what may be theoretically 
right is sometimes beyond the [)Ower of human 
legislatures to enact. 

His speeches are models of f]nglish style in 
the purity of their language and in the clear- 
ness of their composition. There \[vv in tlaau 
no metaphorical or other Hgurati\'e e.xpressions, 
110 classical allusions (.ir poetical (piotaticjus. 
They a[i]>eale<l t" the rcas(Mi and the counnon 
sense, not t<i the passions or the imagination. 
His was not an eloijucnce to mo\'e the masses, 
no]' to win the ap])lause of the galleries, but 
was most cHective in bi'inging senators to bis 
point of vit'W. If was as a debater, not as an 
orator, that he excelled, and in the pai'ry and 
thi'ust of genei'al debate be was was witlauit a 
peer. 

Air. Fessenden was vigdi-ous mid sti'ong in 
iiitt'Uect, keen and sagaciinis in judgment, 
practical in stri\Mug for i-esulls. but the great 
ovei'sliado\\'iiie' elenieids of his fame and cbai'- 



ac-ter were an integrity of ])urpose yielding to 
no temptatieui, persuasion or circumstance, and 
a moral and physical courage which no threat- 
ened disaster could shake. Utteidy inditterent 
to danger, he trod only the straight path of 
rectitude. 

^Nlaine never had a son before of whom she 
was so proud. The .Senate of the United States 
never bore upon its long distinguished roll a 
name <leserving more honor. A model sen- 
ator, with a character that was Roman in the 
highest sense, inflexible, yet courteous, pure 
without ostentation. 



GP:(JK(_;E F. Mc(^UILLAN, of Portland, 
Me., was born in Naples, Ale., April 18, 
1849, and is a son of the Rev. Hugh and El- 
vira (Wight) Mc'^uillan, both natives of Maine. 
He is a descendant of the Me<\!uillans who en- 
tereil Ireland with the earliest adventurers, 
and were the ancient lords of the northern 
coast and the surrounding district, from Dun- 
severick (Jastle, in Country Antrim, near the 
( tiant's Causeway, to Dunlace Castle. Dun- 
severick. which tradition says was built liy the 
Ak'CHiillans, is now a heap of ruins : and Dun- 
luce, though dismantled and crumbling with 
age, is still recognizal)le as a once strong and 
beautiful fortress. The Mc'^uillans were lords 
of this paj-t of Ireland as late as the reign of 
(,)ueen Elizabeth. Their d(jwnfall dates from 
the marriage of the daughter of Mcquillan, 
Ijord of Dunluce, with MacDonnell, a chieftain 
from the ojiposite Scottish highlands. Mac- 
Donnell subse(piently took jio.ssession of the 
Antrim tei'iltoi'y. and got King -lames I to 
ccaifirm him as nwner. since which the Mac- 
Donnells ba\'e lieen Earls of Antrim. The 
Mc<^uillans, de]iri\x-'d of their iiossessions, be- 
came scattei'e(l through the noi'thern part of 
the c<.iuntr\', and Ihence to other [larts of the 
world, .lohn Mc<,)uillan, grandfather of Col. 
(icorge F. Mc(^)uillan, was l>orn in the north 
of Ireland. A man of tine form and good 
physi(|ue. be eidered the English navy and in 
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time liecaine a sulji>r(liiiato otticer. lie left 
the service of the English governmeiit at Port- 
land, Me., and after\\-ard settk'd in (iorhani, 
marrying' ()li\'e Edwards, a nativt' of that 
town, \\'ho was his second wite. John Mc- 
<^uillan died in (iorham in ISOT, and his wife 
died there in 1.S20. 

The Rev. Hugh -Mc(^iillan, the second child 
of John and Olive (IvKvards) Mcquillan, was 
horn in Gorham, jNIc., July 18, ISO;!. After 
the ileath of his father he lived witli and was 
educated hy a gentleman in \\'indham. Me., 
until he was twenty-one years of age. He 
was ordained a minister in the denomination 
of ('liristian Baptists, and was engaged in 
evangelical work up to the time of his death, 
which occurred in Casco, Me., April 14, Isiil. 
He was married in Naples, Me., in 1.S42, to 
Elvira Wight, who was liorn in (.)tisHeld, Me., 
April 16, 11S07, and was a memher of an old 
family who settled in Dedham, Norfolk coun- 
tv, Mass., as early as 16.'5(i. Mrs. .Mc'^uillan 
was a nohle woman, and after her liusl)and's 
death kept her little family together and gave 
them the best educational advantages within 
her means. She died in Yarmouth, Me., No- 
vember 27, 18^1. Hugh and f'lvira (Wight) 
McQuillan had three cliildren — Uufus H., 
(leorge F. and Liza A. Rufus H. was Ixjrn in 
Naples, Me., Novemlier is, 1 S44. When a 
voutli of seventeen years he enlisted as a yvi- 
vate, joining Co. G, 1st Fiegiment V . S. Infan- 
trv. May 24, 1S()2, and shared in the second 
battle of Bull Run, Antietam, South Mouiftain, 
the first battle of Fredericksburg, and the siege 
of A^icksburg from May 19 to July 4, 1S(J3. 
During the last year he serve<l as orderly to 
the general commanding at New (Jrleans. He 
was discliarged at New Orleans, May 24, isi;.! 
<.)n leaving the army be engaged in the 
lumlx'r business, having <d)arge at ditterent 
times of various lumlier mills in the West. 
He went to Yarmouth, Me., to reside in 1«S(I, 
where be engaged in the lumber l)usiness and 
opened a large hardware store. In politics he 
was a Repul>lican and was dei)uty sheriir at 
Yarmouth under Sherift' Benjamin Yrue for 



two years. He also took a great interest in 
tirand Army attiiirs and was the first com- 
mander of the post at ^'armoutli. He was a 
liusiness man f)f the strictest integrity, an<l was 
one (if the best known and most highly I'cspecl- 
ed citizens f)f Yai'mouth. On March 17, 1S74, 
he married Aliria B. Sawyei', in Raynjond, We. 
He died A})ril 2.'>, lS9(i, at Yai'iiioutb, leaving 
his widow and three children — Iluyh I)., 
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fieorge II., and Kufus [jcroy. Li/.a A. Mc- 
(^uillan was liorn in Naples, Me. She I'esidcs 
in Portland. 

Col. (Jeorge F. McOuillan [lassed his l.ioy- 
hood days in the town of Raymond. He at- 
tended the common schools and fitted for col- 
lege at North Bridgt(.)n Academy and ( loi'ham 
Seminary. I h' g)-aduated h'om Bowdoin in the 
class of 1875. his e.vpenses having been partly 
paid bv bis mother and pai'tly co\hmxm1 ])y what 
he earne<l l>y teacdiing sehool. His college 
course was marked by good fellowsbi[). Ht; 
took (juite an interest in boating, being one 
year a meirdiei- of the boating crew. After 
gj'aduating h'oiii college be taught in high 
schools in the noi'tbei'ii pai't of Cuiiibei'land 
eounty for two years. lie then took up the 
studvof law with the lion, liion Bi'adbury. of 
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Portland. Wv was admitted to tlie hav (Jctoher 
14, 1.S79, and pi'acticed one year at Casco, 
serving- that town as town clerk and super- 
visor of schools. He removed to Poilland in 
Octoher, 18.S0, where he lias since heen in act- 
ive practice. Besides hein.t^- a memher of the 
bar of the State Court and the United States 
Circuit Court, Colonel ;\rc<2nillan was admitted 
to the Su}ireme court of the Uniteil States at 
Washington, L). ( '. He has heen for a num- 
ber of yeai-s attorney for several towns in ( 'um- 
Ijeidand county, and is well known as an able, 
conscientious and reliable lawyer. He was 
appointed -June (J, 1X81, judge ad\-ocate- 
general on the staff of ( lovernor Plaisted \\'it]i 
the rank of colonel, and served in that ca- 
pacity until .January •'>, l.S8o. He has ])ecn 
tlie Democratic candidate for clerk of courts 
of Cuml)erland county, and ran ^\■ell on the 
ticket, getting the party's full sup[)0rt. In 
1892 he was the Democratic candidate for 
judge of the Probate Court for Cumberland 
county. (_)n December 1, 189"2, the law hrm 
of Bradbury A McQuillan was formed, consist- 
ing of Col. Alltert W. Bradl)ury and the suliject 
of this sketch, and was continued until May 
2S, 1S94, when Colonel Bi'adljury was ap- 
pointed Cniteil States district attorney. Since 
that time Colonel McQuillan has been without 
an associate in his legal M'ork. He has been 
for some time a lie})ublican in politics. 

In 1891 Colonel McQHiillan was uniteil in 
marriage with Mary F. Kobie, daughter of Ex- 
(tOv. Fre<lerick Koliie and his wife, Mary 
Olivia (Priestj Kobie. ('olonel and Mrs. Mc- 
Quillan have one child, Hari'iet P., who was 
Ixirn March 14, 1894. Colonel McQuillan is 
possessed of scholarly attainments, and his 
judgment in educational affairs was recognizeil 
even before he entered on his legal career. 
^\'hile at college lie was unanimously elected 
supervisor of schools at Kayniond. Me., liy the 
Democrats and Pepublicans. 



EDWARD CLAYT(_)N PEYX* )LDS, South 
Portland, Me., was born in Braintree, 
Mass., No\-ember 15, l8o6. At the age of five 
years he was brought by his [larents to Ca])e 
Elizal)eth, Me., where in the connnon and high 
schools, and in a Portland business college he 
received his education. In 1874 he taught in 
the same business college and again during the 
school vears of 1877-7X. Having chosen the 




EDWARD C REYNOLDS. 

law as his life work he studied two years and 
wasadmitted to the ( 'umbei'laud bar in.January, 
ISSO. (_)[ieuiiig an oIKct' in the city of Portland, 
he has contiiuied in active pi'actice there ever 
since. In 18.S4-S(), \\-hile holding a govern- 
ment [)Osition, 111.' took a postgraduate course 
in the ( u'orgcto\\'n University Law Scliool, at 
^^'ashingt(.>n. D. ('., from which institution he 
received the degi'ee of Master of Laws. In 1890 
he was admitted to practice in the United 
States ('ircuit ('ourt. In his profession Mr. 
Revnolds early won i-ecognition as a lawyer of 
ability and good judgment. Candor and in- 
tegrity have been the basisof all his intercour.se 
with clients and 1k' is generally trusted and 
honored by the comnuniity at large. 

Mr. Ik'ynolds is a Republican and has l)een 
the recipient from his party of se\-eral puljlic 
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positions. He served on tlie Cape Eli/.al)etli 
Scliool Committee for six years. He was elect- 
ed register of probate for Cumberland county in 
1888 and re-elected in 1892, serving two terms 
of four years each, to the entire satisfaction of 
the community. In 1896 he was chosen to rep- 
resent Cumberland county in the State Senate, 
and re-elected in 1898. During his last term 
in this body he was chairman of the commit- 
tees on legal affairs and on military affairs. 
In the Senate Mr. Reynolds was an industrious 
and useful legislator. Guided by his conscience 
and laboring for what he believed to lie the 
best interests of his county and the State, he 
received a large measure of commendation from 
his constituents. 

In 1899 Mr. Reynolds received marked ev- 
idence of the esteem in which he is held in 
South Portland, where he has resided ever 
since his boyhood, by being chosen the first 
mayor of that newly-incorporated city, receiv- 
ing the nomination from all parties and with- 
out opposition. 

Mr. Reynolds is president of the Maine 
State Relief Association, of the Portland Club, 
of the Past Chancellors' Association, and of 
the Cape Elizabeth Soldiers' and Sailors' Mon- 
ument Association. He is a director in and 
attorney for the Cumberland Loan and Build- 
ing Association ; a director in the Union Safe 
Dejjosit and Trust Company ; a member of the 
Maine Genealogical Society, the Maine Histor- 
ical Society, and of the Cumberland and the 
Maine Bar Associations. He is a Knight 
Templar Mason, and a memlier of the order of 
the Knights of Pythias, in which order he has 
held the highest office in the State, from which 
State he is a representative to the supreme 
body of this organization. 

Mr. Reynolds is a pleasing and effective 
speaker and is often heard in public meetings 
of a political or social character. His prom- 
inent personal characteristics are his loyalty 
to his friends, sturdy adherence to the dictates 
of his conscience, and deference to the rights 
and wishes of others so long as they do not 
conflict with what lie believes to be his duty. 



ITe is a safe guide and counselor in law and 
industrious in promoting the causes of his 
clients. 



WILLIAM ALLEN LIAYES, of South 
Berwick, Maine, was born October 
20, 178.'3, a descendant of .John Hayes, a Scotch 
Puritan, who emigrated from Scotland in 1680, 
and settled at Dover, N. H. He died at South 
Berwick, on A})ril 15, 1851. 

He inherited the name of his maternal 
grandfather. Col. William Allen, a person of 
distinction in Gloucester, Mass., whose house 
in that town, l^uilt by himself, is one of the 
finest relics of colonial days; and whose father, 
•Jose})h, is still remembered as one of the most 




WILLIAM A. HAVES. 



distinguished citizens of old (Tloucester, and 
as one of the chief creators of the industry 
which makes Gloucester the most important 
fishing town in the world. It was he who 
carried through the General Court of Massa- 
chusetts, of which he was a member, the grant 
of the township in Maine, named jjy him New 
Gloucester, the most valuable part of which, 
tlie magnificent intervale farm, was occujiied 
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by Col. Allen after his removal from ]\Ias.sa- 
chusetts. 

He married Susannah Lord, who was a de- 
scendant of Nathan Lord, a pioneer of Kitterv, 
Maine, in 1650; she was a sister of Dr. Lord, 
president of Dartmouth College. By this mar- 
riage were born thirteen children, the eldest of 
whom was John I^ord Hayes,^ whose sketch, 
with that of his son, William Allen Hayes, 2d, 
appears in this work. 

William A. Hayes early in life developed 
a studious disposition, and from his immediate 
maternal ancestry, inherited a fine intellect, 
refined tastes, and a temperament in which 
were mingled those gentle characteristics which 
go to form the intelligent, conservative, char- 
itable and genial man. After beiirg prepared 
for college by an excellent tutor, he entered 
Dartmouth College, then under the wliolcsome 
admini.stration of President Wheelock, whence 
he was graduated in due course, and with an 
honorable standing. Having a modest patri- 
mony, his college course was not hampered by 
the pinching economy so necessary to many of 
his classmates, and was therefore easy in that 
it permitted him to indulge in favorite studies 
and a social life for which Ijy nature he was 
distinctively fitted. He was far from the rus- 
tic youth, approaching with fear and reverence 
the courts of learning ; the culture of the Aliens 
and the sturdy probity of tlie Hayeses had 
tinctured his nature with the elements of truth, 
refinement and nobility that stamp the born 
gentleman, and during his whole college course 
he was a favorite with all the classes, and par- 
ticularly with the president. 

By the advice of his uncle. Gen. Nathaniel 
Coit Allen, he took wy the study of law in the 
office of Dudley Hubbard, in Bei'wick, and this 
same (ieneral Allen's letter introduced him to 
the family of General Lord, whose daughter 
became his wife: she was a woman liighly 
eifted bv nature and education, and erainentlv 
ailapted to congenial consortship with such a 
nuui as Mr. Haves. 



He was duly admitted to the bar and soon 
acquired an extensive practice. Of him as a 
lawyer, it has been written : " Definite, accu- 
rate, and philosophical as his mind was, he 
could not fail to Ije a good lawyer, as he was, 
and he would have been an eminent one, if a 
more profitalde Ijusiness practice had allowed 
him to devote himself to arguing cases. His 
position was recognized by his occupancy for 
over twenty years of the presidency of the bar 
of his county; and when on some occasions he 
was called to hold the court in the absence of 
the judge, he accputted himself with great ac- 
ceptance. His brothers of the bar, in a letter of 
sympathy sent to him during his last illness, 
said: 'It is tlie happy lot of but few to sustain 
a professional career so long and successfully 
as you have, witli so. little of commission or 
omission to regret ' ; and the resolutions of the 
members of the bar of the county of York, 
passed after his decease, and entered upon the 
records of the District Court, refer to him as 
the 'dignified but courteous gentleman, the 
ardent yet paternal friend, the enthusiastic, 
accurate and successful lawyer, the pure-minded 
judge, the brotlier, ortini laurle cinnulafus.' His 
most important public service was as judge of 
probate of York county, an office which he 
administered for over thirty years, holding 
courts montldy, without a single failure dur- 
ing that period. He was an ideal probate 
judge, no appeal ever having been taken from 
his decisions, while he went beyond his mere 
official duty in aiding the suitors in his court." 

His other public service was to the academy, 
which he almost carried on his shoulders, as 
the president of its trustees ; to the parish, in 
taking care of its funds: to Bowdoin College, 
as an overseer: and to the bank in his town, 
as its president : and in this relation, to the 
whole community in his section by the wise 
and lil>eral systenr of accommodation loans 
which he inaugurated. 



' For sketches of John Lord Hayes and his son, William .\llen 
Ha3'es, 2d, see Massachusetts division. 
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LLEWELLYN BAKTON, attorney of r'ort- 
land, Me., was born at Naples, Cumber- 
land county, iMe., Novcniber 24, 1854. Hi.s 
early life was passed on a farm. At tlie age 
of fifteen years, he began an apprentieesbip at 
the carpenter's trade, which occupation he 
followed with more or less regularity for twenty 
years. He was graduated from Bridgton Acad- 
emy, at North Bridgton, Me., in LSMO, and 




LLEWLLYN BARTOX. 

from Bowdoin College in 1.S.S4. While study- 
ing in these institutions, he mi-t his expenses, 
with the aid of a scholarship, by teaching 
school in winter and W(jrlving at bis trade in 
summer. In college he always took an active 
part in literary and atlilctic exercises. He was 
one of the founders and suppoi'ters of the Bow- 
doin Literary Association, Wv received sev- 
eral rewards for oratorical and litei'ary excel- 
lence in speaking an<l writing; was [iresident 
of his college fraternity, memlxn' of the college 
jury, member of King Chapel cboir and a col- 
lege quartette, and one of the editors of the 
Bowdoin Orient. His defense, while a soph- 
omore, at an indignation meeting of the 
students, of a luckless freshman, charged with 
a misdemeanor, was an early indication of the 
independence and moral courage that have 



since distinguished him. The whilom fresh- 
man is now one of the editors of a prominent 
daily newspaper of this State and his pen is as 
caustic as of yore. 

In the tkll of 1.S85 Mr. Barton began the 
study of law with the well known firm of Na- 
than and Henry B. Cleaves, of Portland, where 
he remained two years. .lust before being ad- 
mitted to the bar he accepted, in August, 1887, 
the principalship of Bridgton Academy for 
two years. He remained there live years, 
during which period the scliool was never 
more prosperous. In the season of 18!MI, 
through his efforts and the generous contribu- 
tiinisof two wealthy alumni, the groumls were 
enlarged and beautihed. The scbool buildings 
were remodeled and enlarged, and the facultv 
\\-as increased, and the course of study im- 
proved. The i)lans, s[)eciHcations and labor 
were all furnished by Mr. Barton, helieing the 
contractor. 

In order to resume the study of law Mr. 
Barton resigned the principalship of the acad- 
emy and in the following iVugust was elected 
a trustee of the institution. He was admitted 
to the Cumberland l)ar at Portland in April, 
189;]. Before this he had the uuiijue distinc- 
tion of having been permitted by the presiding 
judge, who afterwards examineil him foi' ad- 
mission, to conduct a case in the Supreme 
Court. Immediately after his admission lie 
became associated in the jiractice of law with 
(ien. (diaries P. IMattocks. His first ca.se in- 
volve<l questions wliicli the coui't liad not 
adjudicated. In a lalcf perioil after this he 
won reputation and standing liy conducting 
se\-eral well kiioN\-n legal <'ontests. ( )ne of the 
most important of these was that which arose 
out of the famous Naples school controversy, 
and involved the interpretation of tin: new 
school law for the Hrst time and was of such 
interest that the whole State awaited tlie de- 
cision of the court of last resort, wbereby the 
position of Mr. Barton and his associate was 
sustained in every particular. 

Mr. Barton married, Se[)teinl)er 19, 1894, 
(drace Luette Nc\\'inan, of Portland, daugbtei' 



36 



THE JUDICIARY AND THE BAR OF NEW ENGLAND. 



of Andrew Newman. Tliey have two chil- 
dren, Lawrence Gould Barton, and Elizabeth 
Newman Barton. 

Mr. Barton is a member of Cumberland 
Lodge, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, 
Bridgton, Me., and also of the Tlieta Delta 
Chi fraternity. He has always lieen deeply 
interested in educational affairs, and in his 
brief res])ites from school work he found time 
to compile and publish several books for use 
in public schools, his most ambitious work of 
this kind being an "Algebraic Iicview," which 
is cjuite extensively used. \\\ politics IsVv. 
Barton has been a Democrat from his youth, 
and has filled various puljlic offices in his na- 
tive town. Li the fall of 1884, immediately 
after his graduation from college, he was elected 
rejiresentative to the State Legislature from 
the district including the towns of Naples, 
Raymond and Sebago. On that occasion he 
received a letter from President .Joshua L. 
Chamberlain, of Bowdoin, congratulating him 
upon his election and predicting for liim in 
politics a notaljle future, which would doubt- 
less liave been realized liad not the community 
and State l)een so strongly Kepublican. Dur- 
ing liis term he served on tlie connnittee on 
mines and mining and the joint tem[)erance 
committee. He took a consi)icuous })art in 
tlie discussions of the House, [iroving himself 
a ready and effective debater. He drafted the 
original druggists' bill, so called, which lacked 
only a few votes of passing the House, although 
the dominant jiarty were \"ery latter against 
any temperance laws, on account of St. -lolju's 
movement in the national campaign of 1.S84. 
At the clfisc of the session Mr. Barton \\-as 
chosen to present the customary vote of tlianks 
to tlie speaker on behalf of the minority. 

Li 18,S,S ^Xv. Barton was the party candidate 
for registrar of deeds for (Aimljerland county, 
and in L8i;)0, for register of proljate in the same 
county. \\\ 1891 he was chosen chairman of 
the J>oard of Selectmen for tlie to\\'n of Bridg- 
ton, a town which had l)ccn steadily Repultli- 
can Ijy a large majorit)' for thirty years. In 
1892 he was the Democratic candidate for rep- 



resentative to the Legislature from the same 
town, and lacked only twenty-six votes of 
election, running far ahead of his ticket. At 
the opening of the Legislature in 1894, he was 
the Democratic candidate for State assessor, 
the only office he ever sought, and lacked onl_y 
eight votes of election. In 1899 he was Dem- 
ocratic candidate for mayor of Portland. For 
the past few years he has taken an active part 
in every State and National campaign, speak- 
ing in various parts of the State. In 1893 he 
Ijecame secretary of the Young Men's Demo- 
cratic Club of Portland. He declined a re- 
election to this office, having been chosen at 
the State Convention in June, 1895, a member 
of the State Committee for Cumberland county, 
a position in which he still serves. In 1898 
he originated and successfully established the 
Maine Democratic Cluli, a State organization, 
and now the largest political organization in 
the State. He was elected tlie first president, 
a position he still holds. His political meth- 
ods have always been clean if aggressive, and 
he has uniformly commanded the respect of 
his political opponents. 

At one time j\Ir. Barton became interested 
in newspaper work. In the early part of 1897 
he established tlie Portland Weekly Star, and 
in Septemlierof that year he bought the Maine 
Democrat, of Augusta, wliicli he moved to 
Portland and consolidated with the Star. In 
December of the same year he established The 
Evening Star, as a }ieiiiiy daily, which in 
^larcli, 1898, Ijecame the J'ortland Evening 
Courier. 



FREDERICK NEAL D(:)A\-, president of 
the Evening Express Pulilishing company 
and iilentified with a number of Portland's 
foremost liusiness corjiorations and financial 
institutions, was born in Portland, December 
2;], 1840, son of Neal and iNIaria Cornelia 
Duraiit (Maynard) Dow. His })ateriial ances- 
try is derived from .John Dow, of Tynemouth, 
England (1540j, whose grandson, Henry, came 
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to America in the first half of the seventeentli 
century, father of that Henry Dow, active in 
civil and military affairs of the colony of New 
Hampshire; and from Christopher Hall, who 
also came to this country in the first half of 
the seventeenth century. On the maternal 
side he is descended from Sergeant John May- 
nard, the famous lawyer of the Common wealtli 
period of English history, and from William 
Maynard, his mother's grandfather, an officer 
in the Revolutionary war, wounded at the 
battle of Bunker Hill, also from the Huguenot 
Durant family. 

He was erlucated at Portland Academy, 
Portland High .School, and the Friends' School 
in Providence, R. I. He left school to tit for 
the family Ijusiness, that of tanning, in which 
he served from "hoy" to managing partner, 
until, owing to failing health, he retired in 
1874. In 1874 he read law in the office of 
Generals James D. and Francis Fessenden, and 
was admitted to the har in 1877: l)Ut a few 
years later, ui)on accession to the care of im- 
portant Ijusiness interests, he relinquislied 
practice. 

Early interested in puldic afiairs, at tlie age 
of thirty he had ser\'ed several years in the 
City Government and on the school com- 
mittee of Portland. In 1<S71 he ser\'ed on the 
staff of Governor Perhain, with the rank of 
colonel. In 1872-7o-74 he was a memlier, 
the last year cliairrnan, of the Executive Coun- 
cil of tlie State. In 1874 he was unanimously 
nominated Ijy the Republicans of (Jurnljerland 
countv for State senator. In 187*5 he Ijecame 
a member of the Republican State Committee, 
on which he served, save for a few monfhs, 
until 1892, ami on the retirement of James G. 
Blaine from the chairmanship. Colonel Dow 
was made chairman of its Jvxecutive Commit- 
tee. In this capacity he conducted the exciting 
campaign of 1882, adding greatly to his I'cp- 
utation as a skillful political leader and organ- 
izer. He was also chairman of tlie General 
Committee, but resigned both positions upon 
accession to federal office. In the close and 
exciting Congressional convention, in which 



Hon. Thomas I!. Reed was first nominated for 
Congress, Mr. Dow was selected by that gen- 
tleman as leader of his forces on the floor of 
the convention, wdiere the conditions were so 
delicate as to reijuire unusual tact and ability 
in leadershi}). He was a commissioner from 
Maine to the (.'enteninal Exposition at Phila- 
delphia in i87(), sers'cd as delegate at large to 
the Republican National Convention at Chi- 




FREDERICK iN'EAL DOW. 



cago in fS.sO, and in February, 188-'], was aj)- 
[)ointed to the coUectorship of tlie Port of 
Portland, to succeed the late Hon. Lot M. 
Morrill. His activity in the campaign of 1 884, 
in ])ehalf of Congressman Reed, then sorely 
pressed by factional dilticulties in his party, 
led to his rem(i\-al for ■• ()lfensi\-e partisanship" 
in IcSST), hy Pi'csident ('ieveland. 

With .fames ( }. Blaiiu' and others he l)ecame 
interested in the Porilaml Evening Express, 
made it a Republican organ, and by liis ener- 
getic methods widely ext(.'nded its cir(mlation 
and influence. In tlie fall of iX.Sd he was 
unanimously nominate(l for the Legishiture by 
the Repul)licaus of Portland, was elected at 
tlie head of his ticket, and served on the judici- 
arv and library committees. Re-elected in 
1,S88, be was unanimouslv nominated for 
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speaker by the Eepublicans, and elected. In 
October, 1890, he was nominated by President 
Harrison for collector, and was instantly con- 
firmed by the Senate without the almost in- 
variable formality of reference to a comnaittee. 

Colonel Dow is actively engaged in various 
business enterprises, being largely interested 
in real estate. He is president of the Evening 
Express Publishing company, president of the 
Portland, and director in the Casco, Loan and 
Building Associations, is a director in the 
Portland Gas Light Company, Union Safety 
Deposit and Trust Company, Casco National 
Bank, Mercantile Trust Company, and Com- 
mercial Union Telegraph Company, and was 
formerly a director of the Portland and Og- 
densburg Railroad. He is also president of 
the board of trustees of the Maine Eye and Ear 
Lifirmary. 

He finds in the numerous entei'prises with 
which he is associated full opportunity for the 
employment of the energy, executive ability 
and public spirit which are his cliief character- 
istics. In public life a readj^ and eftective 
speaker and forcible writer, and enjoying an 
extensive acquaintance throughout the State, 
he has long occupied an influential position in 
the councils of his party. Active and aggres- 
sive in political attairs, of strong convictions, 
and positive in the expression of liis opinions, 
it is natural that he should arouse antagonism. 
But he has never allowed political difterences 
to disturb personal relations, and earnest polit- 
ical opponents are numbered among his warm- 
est friends. 

Colonel Dow was married in (Jctoljer, 1864, 
to .Julia Dana Hammond, daughter of the late 
William ITannnond, a i)rominent citizen of 
Portland. They have two cliildren, William 
H., vice-president of the Evening Express 
Publishing com[)any, and Marian Durant 
Eaton, wife of William C. Eaton, a ])rominent 
lawver of Portland. 



LIBERTY HAA^EN HUTCHINSON, 
Lewiston, Maine, was the sou of Edwin 
F. Hutchinson, a prominent farmer and lum- 
berman, and Elizabeth Ann Flint, his wife, 
and was born in Milan, N. H., March 1, 1844. 
Descending from one of the oldest families in 
Massachusetts he inherited strong intellectual 
powers, and at a comparatively early age dis- 
played those sterling characteristics which won 
for him success and honor at the bar. Lie at- 




LIBERTY H. HUTCHINSON. 



tended the common schools of his native town 
and the academy at Lancaster, N. IL, and was 
graduated from Bates College at Lewiston, Me., 
in the class of 1871. Hq tlien took up the 
study of law in Lewiston with M. T. Ludden, 
and after his admission to the Maine bar in 
1872 practiced his profession in fliat city with 
ever increasing success until his death, which 
occurred September 9, LS82. During the latter 
part of his career he \\-as a law partner of Hon. 
Albert R. Savage, now a justice of the Maine 
Sujireme Court, and one of their students was 
his younger In'other, Freedom Hutchinson,^ 
since 1870 a prominent lawyer in Boston. 

Mr. Hutchinson devoted himself to a gen- 
eral practice. He was a man of marked ability, 

' See Massachusetts division forsketch of Freedom Hutchinson. 
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of broad and accurate learnint;-, and of great 
force of cliaracter, and rapidly ro.se to a prom- 
inent place at the bar of Maine. During hi.s 
brief but brilliant professional career lie \va,s 
connected with many important cases, and 
displayed high legal attainments which gave 
him the position of leader. He was a born 
orator, gifted with intellectual jwwers of a high 
order, and early became an influential factor 
in politics. P'or several years he was a nuMuber 
of the Lewiston School Board, and for three 
terms he represented his district in the Maine 
Legislature, serving the last year (18S1) as 
speaker of the House, to which position he 
was unanimously elected. .Just prior to his 
death he was prominently mentioned as the 
Republican candidate for member of Congress. 
He was a member of the ^lasonic order and of 
various local organizations, and in evei-y capac- 
ity exhibited unfailing integrity, fidelity, puli- 
lic spirit, and patriotism. As a lawyer he 
achieved eminent success, and as a citizen he 
was universally respected and esteemed. He 
enjoyed the confidence of the entire connnu- 
nity, and was a member of the Unitarian church 
in Le^'iston ami for some time sujterintendent 
of its Sunday school. 

Mr. Hutchinson was married in l.STtI to 
Mary E., daughter of Xehemiali H. Emery of 
West Newbury, Mass., who survives him. 
They had five children: Annie L., Albert 
Savage, Edwin Liberty, Mary Emery, and 
Grace Lyndon. 



LOT MYRICK MORRILL, Augusta, the 
distinguished United States senator from 
Maine, and the twenty-second governor of that 
State, was born in Belgrade, Me., iNLiy 13, 
1813. He was one of a family of seven sons 
and seven daughters. Plis father was Peasley 
Morrill, a typical representative of the hardy 
pioneers who extended the blessings of civili- 
zation over the former frontier wilderness. In 
1797 he appears to have been enrolled as a cit- 
izen of the territory of Augusta, and sometime 



later he removed to Belgrade and bought a 
farm. 

Lot M. Morrill attended the district school, 
and worked in his young years in a saw mill 
and as clerk in a store. He early determined 
to liecome a lawyer, a determination that was, 
to some extent at least, Ijorn of what he saw 
and heard in Augusta court, where he attended 
witli his father when thirteen years old. From 
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the age of sixteen he began teaching school to 
aid in defraying the expenses of his education. 
At the age of eighteen he entered what is now 
Colby University in Waterville, Me., but in 
his ardor to enter tlie profession he had chosen, 
he left college before graduation and entered 
the office of Judge Edward Fuller, of Read- 
field. He practiced there to some extent be- 
fore he was admitted to the bar in 1837, care- 
fully cultivating bis oratorical powers. After 
his admission he formed a partnership with his 
fellow student, Timothy Howe, and tliey con- 
tinued in })]-actice in Ri:a<lfield until 1.S41, 
wdien, in order to enter a wider field of profes- 
sional labor, he removed to Augusta and 
formed a partnersliij) with James W. Bradl)ui'y, 
still a \'encraljle member of the Augusta bar. 
^Ir. Morrill \\as a Democrat in his early life. 
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but was always an O|)ponent of the extension 
of slavery, and also was a strong temperance 
advocate. 

He was elected to the .State Legislature in 
1853, having already become a prominent 
factor in local politics. Re-elected in 1854, he 
he received a considerable vote against Will- 
iam Pitt Fessenden in the United States sena- 
torial contest of that year. He was a member 
of the State (Senate in 1856-57, and president 
of that body in tlie latter year. During this 
session Mr. Morrill strenuously opposed the 
attempted repeal of the Maine prohibitory law 
and the removal of Judge Davis from the 
bench in such vigorous and eloquent speeches 
as to give him a State reputation. He also 
was at that period an earnest opponent of a 
resolution pledging the Democratic party in 
Maine to furtlier concessions to the slave ques- 
tion in the Territories. Notwithstanding this, 
he was made a member of the Democratic 
State Committee, but refused to act after the 
Cincinnati Convention in 1856, wliicli nomi- 
nated Buchanan for the [)residency. The 
platform of the l)arty adopted in that conven- 
tion he characterized as a "flagrant outrage 
upon the country and an insult to the North." 

Mr. Morrill now allied himself with the Re- 
publicans and soon Ijecame an influential 
power in the councils of that party. In spite 
of his recent connection with the Democracy 
and the desire of many leaders to select a can- 
didate who had long Ijeen identified with tlie 
party, the Republicans united upon liim as a 
candidate for governor of Maine in 1.S57, and 
he was chosen Ity a large majority. His po[i- 
ularity was so great and his administration of 
the high oflice so etticient, that he was t^ice 
re-elected. Having expressed a wish to retire 
from the guljernatorial chair, he was elected, 
on June 10, 1861, to the United States Senate, 
to fill the unexpired term of Hainiibal Ham- 
lin, and took his seat on the ITtli of June as a 
colleague of Mr. Fessenden. In 186.'] he was 
re-elected for the full term. In 1869 he was 
defeated l)y a single vote in the memoralde 
Hamlin-Morrill senatorial contest of that year. 



but was soon called to fill the vacancy in the 
Senate caused by the death of Mr. Fessenden, 
in September, 1869. He was again elected for 
the full term, but resigned in 1876 to accept 
the portfolio of the Treasury under President 
Grant, an office which he filled with ability 
and distinction. So highly was his public 
service appreciated at this time that President 
Hayes offered him the choice of any position 
he might select, and upon intimation that col- 
lector of customs of the Port of Portland would 
be most congenial to him, he was promptly 
appointed to that position. 

The period during which Mr. Morrill served 
in the United .States .Senate was a trying one 
for the whole country and demanded from high 
government officials patriotism and unselfish- 
ness, bravery and integrity. In none of these 
respects was ^Ir. jNIorrill deficient. He ever 
saw his duty clearly and unhesitatingly went 
forward to its performance. He was a true 
citizen of the Republic and a noble man. 

A period of intense overwork prostrated Mr. 
Morrill with serious illness in 1870, causing a 
degree of nervous })rostration from which he 
never fully recovered. He died in Augusta, 
January 10, 1883. 



SC(JTT WILSON, Portland, Me., was born 
in Falmouth, Me., on January 11, 1870. 
Tie is a son of Nathaniel B. and Loemma P. 
(Leighton) Wilson. The family is an old one 
in that part of the State, the father and gran<l- 
father of the suljject l)0th l^eing natives of 
Falmouth. The great-grandfather, whose name 
was also Nathaniel, was an early settler and 
cleared a homestead in that part of Falmouth, 
known as Poplar Ridge. He was a son of 
Major Nathaniel Wilson, an officer in the 
Revolutionary army, and grandson of Gowen 
Wilson, who came to Falmouth and l)uilt 
the first mill on the Presumpscot River. On 
the maternal side, the mother of Scott Wil- 
son Ti\-as a daughter of Moses Leighton, of 
Cumberland, Me., who was a fixrmer, teacher, 
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memlier of the legislature, and a man of ex- 
cellent eliaraeter. Mrs. Wilson descended on 
her fixther's side from Hate Evil Jlall, one of 
the early niemhers of the family of that name 
whicyi is numerously represented in New 
Hampshire and Maine. 

Scott Wilson attended the district schools 
until he was Hfteen years old, when he entered 
the Greeley institute, in Cumherland. Mere 
he remained one year, whieh was followed Ijy 
two years of preparation in the Xiehols Latin 
school at Jjewi.ston. He entered Bates colletre 




SCOTT WILSON. 

in 18.SS and was graduated witli honors in 
1X92. During the period passed in ohtaining 
his education he taught at intei'vals in disti'ict 
schools. 

Immediately after gi-aduating, Mr. Wilson 
hegan the study of law in the olHce of 
.J. W. Symonds in Portland, Me., and at the 
close of the .same summer went to the Hav- 
erfoi'd (Pa.) College Grammar .school and 
taught two years, spending his vacations in 
the same office, with the exception of a i»a,rt of 
the second year, when he studied in the office 
of Plenry C. Terry, in Philadelphia. Pie then 
took a special course in the l^emisyl vaiiia uni- 



versity Jjaw scho(d and was admitted to the 
har at Portland in April, 1 .S95. Since tliat time 
lie has heen in active [iractice in Portland. 

Although still a young man in liis profes- 
sion, he has already attained an enviahle 
})osition and has maile himself somewhat 
prominent in puhlic affairs, lie is a re})uh- 
lican and has de\'oted considerahle time and 
energy to tlie advancement of the principles 
of that l)arty. In 1.S98 and previous to the 
extension of the houndaries of Portland to 
include what was the city of Deering, he was 
city solicitoi' of that city. Jle was elected a 
meml)er of the common council of Portland 
in March, 1.S99. He is attorney for the Deer- 
ing Loan and Building association and has 
met with deserved success in the cases that 
ha\'e come under his charge. 

Mr. Wilson was married December 24, 1895, 
to EIi/.af)eth M. Bodice, of Windlram, Me. 



ALBION KElTIi PARR IS was horn in 
Hebron, Maine, January 19, 1788, son 
of Samuel and Sarah Pratt of Middleborough, 
Massachusetts, his line of descent fi'om Thomas 
Parris, London, England, was as follows: 
•John, a, clej'gyman living at Ugborough, Eng- 
land; Thomas, a clergyman who sailed from 
To})sham, England, in l(i83, and settled on 
Long Island, New York, afterward moving to 
Boston, then to Pemljroke, Massachusetts ; 
Thomas, Benjamin, and then Sanuiel, the 
fathei' of our subject. Sa,muel was born in 
1755, entei'ed the army in 1775 and served 
with nn;ch distinction thi'oughout the Revo- 
lutioji. Returning home after tlie war, he 
married Sarah Pi'att, moved to Hebi'on, 
Maine, where he was one of the early settlers 
and where, for several years, he held the oflice 
ofjudge of the ('ourt of Common Pleas for Ox- 
ford county. He died in LS47. 

Young Parris worked on the farm until 
fourteen years of age, then prepared for col- 
lege, entei'ing Dartmouth, second year class, 
in 1803 and graduating in LSOB. After gi'ad- 
uation he read law in -Judge Whitnum's office 
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tirst at New (Gloucester and later at PortlarjJ, 
when Judge Whitman moved to tiie latter 
place. He was admitted to jiractice at the 
Cumberland bar in 1809 and opened his first 
oiSce at Paris. Oxford county. The success he 
attaineil from the start increased as the years 
rolled liy. In 1811 he was made attorney for 
the county of Oxford and two years later was 
elected to the general court of Massachusetts. 
The next year his constituents sent him to the 
Massachusetts senate as the representative 
from Oxford and Somerset counties. In the 
same year he was elected to the United States 
congress and served nearly two terms. Tlie 
second term was interrupted by his appoint- 
ment to tlie judgeship of the District Court of 
the United States for Maine. This was when 
he was only thirty years of age. in 1818. This 
a[i[)ointment necessitated his removal to Port- 
land ami the following year he was a memlier 
of tlie convention assembled to draft a consti- 
tution for the proi)Osed new Commonwealth of 
Maine. Uniler the new State conditions -ludge 
Parris was appointed judge of Proliate for 
Cumberland county. In 1821 Governor King 
was appointed a connnissioner to settle the 
Spanish claims and after a spirited, three- 
cornered fight, -Judge Parris was elected gov- 
ernor and was elected five successive times, 
declining again to lie a candiijate. ProbalJy 
the most important State measure liefore the 
pulilic during his ailministration as govei'nor 
was that of the northeastern boundary, and 
his jilans to tlioroughly obtain co]iies of all 
existent rnajis and records did much to aid the 
peaceful settlement of the questions involved. 
He was. as a puliiic ofticcr as well as a private 
citizen, a constant exponent of jaibjic dlucation 
ani] his intluence did much to phice the Pine 
Tree State among tlie leaders in educational 
matters. In fs^o he had the privilege of en- 
tertaining Lafayette ujnni his ^■i-it to Maine, 
where the latter found many of his old war 
coinpaniijiis. 

In the last year of Mr, Parris' term as gover- 
nor he was elected to the -onate of the United 
States, but he .-er\"ed oidv aliout a vear in tliat 



high ofhce when he was called to be associate 
justice of the State Supreme Court. Judge 
Parris' change from one public position to 
another before one term of office expired 
seemed to be almost a habit. This time, in 
1836. he was appointed by President ^'an 
Buren second comptroller of the treasury of 
the United States, serving until 1849, through 
the administrations of \'an Buren, Harrison, 
Tyler and Polk. Three years later he was 
elected mayor of Portland. He declined to 
stand for re-election and that was the last 
public office he filled. His public career un- 
interruptedly continued for a period of thirty 
six years, and this, too, without great talents 
as the world would speak of greatness. But 
he was sincere, faithful, methodical, inspired 
great faith and the people loved to honor him. 
He died at Portland, February 11. 1859. 

In 1810 Judge Parris married Sarah, 
daughter of Rev. Levi Whitman, of Wellfleet. 
Massachusetts, and they were the parents of 
three daughters and two sons. 



T^ EUEL WILLIA^IS was one of the most 
JL V successful of the native lawyers the 
State of Maine has yet [iroduced. Many of her 
famous sons were born in other .States, but 
Reuel Williams was born on her soil, at 
Augusta, in June. 1783. His }iareuts were 
poor, and in some way had lost, or ]ierliaps 
ne\'er kept, the family recor<I so common 
among Xew Englanders. He \^'as. liowever, 
proljalily descended from Richard ^\'illiams. 
whose son Benjamin married in Taunton. 
^Massachusetts, in lij9(>. That famous cham- 
pion of the rigljts of conscience. Roger Wil- 
liam>, was proljably r,f the same family, and 
the recorils sho\\" that he came from Wales. 
."^eth Williams, the father of Reuel. was brirn 
at Laston. Massachusetts. In 1779 an ex[ie- 
dition «'as fitted out to retake <_'astine, which 
the l>ritish hail ca.jitured. and Setli. with his 
lirother, enli>ted. tjur forces met a disastrous 
defeat in August of that year, anil \\ere forced 
to return homeward with loss of both supplies 
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unci reputation. Thej' landed at Penobscot 
hay and started overland through the wilder- 
ness and tangled forests. The suffering was 
intense, and when Seth Williams and his 
brother reached Fort Western they determined 
to settle there. 8eth was an experienced tan- 
ner and shoemaker, and connnenced his two 
trades to his own advantage as well as that of 
the community and surrounding country. In 
the winter of 1780 he married ^[iss Zilpha 
Ingraham, of Augusta, by whom he had six 
sons and five daughters. IJeuel was tlie second 
son and was born .June 2, 178."]. 




KtUiiL WILLIAMS. 

Reuel Williams' parents were poor and able 
to give their children only a district school 
education, and as the boys became old enough 
were compelled to aid thei-r lather in his lousi- 
ness. However, through money earned as 
bridge tender and the help of .Judge .lames 
Jjridge, mention of whose career appears in 
this work, our subject was enabled to attend 
for a year the academy at Jlollowell, aftei' 
which he connnenced the study of law in 
.Judge Bridge's office. At the end of five 
years study young Williams was i)repared for 
legal practice, commencing in 1802. Mr. 



Williams was the second lawyer in Augusta, 
Judge I]ridge having been the fii'st, and within 
ten years Mr. Williams did the bulk of the 
business of the office, these legal giants being 
l)artners. At that time there was more busi- 
ness done in that oflice than in any other in 
the State of Maine, es]jecially in what related 
to real property. As a lawyer Mr. Williams 
was sound and (juick of api)reliension ; liis 
mind perceived clearly the relations of the dif- 
ferent points of a cau.se; as an advocate, he 
was calm and logical and his arguments were 
unusually clear and conci.se. It is said he 
never lost a case for want of taking the proper 
strategic ground. The results of his practice 
were — reputation to be envied by any lawyer, 
property, jtolitical station, public confidence 
sufficient to gratify the desire of the most 
amintious. 

After twenty years of practice he consented 
to enter politics and was elected to the legis- 
lature in 1822, and for twenty years took an 
active interest in public affairs. After four 
years in the lower liouse of the Maine legis- 
lature he was elected to the State senate, which 
office he held until the close of the session of 
1828. Land (piestions among settlers and f>e- 
tween the Washington go\'ernment and the 
f]nglish subjects on the north caused coiisid- 
eraljle anxiety in those days, and to this 
l)r;uich of legislati\-e work Mr. Williams 
brought his talents and experience to the end 
that many important, an<l sorjietimes danger- 
ous international questions were amicably 
settled. In the settlement of the [>ublic lands 
questions which arose between Maine and 
Massachusetts, Mr. Willianhs, together with 
William Pitt Fessenden and I^lijab L. Ham- 
lin, rendered his State very valuable service. 
In 18.'i() Mr. Williams was a memliei' of the 
electoral college, casting his \'otcs i'oi' Martin 
\'an IJuren for ])resident and Uichard M. 
•lohnson for vice-president of \\w. United 
States. The foUowirig yeai' he was elected to 
the United States senate. He had been a 
federalist and a whig while those parties had 
distinct organizations, but dui-ing his t'litii'e 
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period of service in the Uniterl States senate 
lie acted with the democrats. Owing to Mr. 
Williams' difference with his constituents on 
certain political questions, he resigned his seat 
in February, 1842, after which date he gave 
his time to his personal affairs, among which 
was the making of a railroad to connect at 
Portland and thus give through rail connec- 
tion to Boston. Mr. ^^'illiams was manager 
of this steam highway for twelve years. He 
died July 25, 1862, l:)y common consent the 
ablest man in his native city. 

In 1820 Bowdoin college conferred upon 
him the degree of A. j\I. and in 1855 that of 
LL. D. In 1815 Harvard also gave him the 
degree of A. M. Mr. Williams married tlie 
daughter of .Judge Daniel Corry of Augusta, 
who bore him eight daughters and one son ; tlie 
latter, .Joseph H. Williams, having followed the 
profession of his father and settled in Augusta, 
where he honored the good name passed to 
him by the illustrious fatlier and citizen. 



CHARLES AUGUSTUS TRUE, Portland, 
is descended from early New England 
settlers. Among his maternal ancestors were 
two captains in the American army during the 
Revolutionary war and one Tory, the latter 
being in the employ of the English govern- 
ment before the conflict began and was one of 
a large party of Portsmoutli, N. H., peo])le 
who, when conditions Ijecame unpleasant, 
went to Halifax, where tliey remained until 
after the independence of the colonies was at- 
tained. (_)n liis father's side the family came 
to Maine from Salisljury, Mass., in which sec- 
tion it was well known during the early part 
of the eighteenth century. 

On the 24th of Xovemlier, 186(1, (/harles 
Augustus True was liorn in tlie city of Port- 
land. His father, who \A'as liorn in the same 
city the 22d day of July, 1837, was Samuel 
Augustus True, and his mother Ellen A. (Hartj 
True. 

The Forest City, as Maine's metropolis is 
\"ery [iroperly called, takes great pride in the 



liigh standing of its public schools, and it was 
in those cradles of American liberty that the 
suljject of this sketch received his early and 
college preparatory education. His college 
training was obtained at Colby, from which 
institution he was graduated with honor in 
1882, his high standing entitling him to ad- 
mission to Phi Beta Kappa. Of the social 
Greek letter fraternities. Delta Kappa Epsilon 
claims Mr. True as a member. His college 
work was sui:)plemented by three years' study 
in the law otfices of Symonds &. Eibby, Port- 
land, and one year in the Harvard Law school. 
Since his admission to the bar in 1885 Mr. 
True has continuously practiced law, and to- 
day is one of tlie leailing attorneys of his na- 
tive city, which has produced more than its 
quota of legal lights. 

Because of his ability as an organizer, his 
oratorical powers and his aggressive republi- 
canism, several puljlic and party official posi- 
tions have come to Mr. True. From 1888 to 
1892 he was a memljer of the republican 
county committee; during the same years, 
assistant county attorney; and from 1892 to 
181)6 county attorney. While filling the latter 
position he had cliarge of four capital cases, 
the expert handling of which attracted unu- 
sual attention not only in Maine but through- 
out New England. 

Among the fraternal orders Mr. True affili- 
ates with the Masons, Odd Fellows and 
Knights of Pythias. 

On the lOth of October, 1888, Mr. True was 
married to Miss (Tertrmle A. Paine, of Port- 
land. To this union have been born two 
children ; a daughter, Gertrude, and a son, 
Nelson. 



WILLIAM BARTLETT SEWELL. 
From 1692 to 1819 one of the 
Sewell family had a seat on the bench of 
Massachusetts am] Maine. These were Sam- 
uel, Ste[iben, David and Samuel, all descended 
from Henry, who came from Coventry, Eng- 
land, to Newburv, Massachusetts, in 1634. In 
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addition were Jonatlian, attorney general be- 
f:)re the Revolution, and Daniel and Henry, 
both lawyers of high standing. 

William, our sutyect, was the son of Daniel 
Sewell of York county, who descended from 
the first Henry through his second son, John. 
Mr. Sewell said he was born " alwut 2 o'clock 
A. M., according to the best of my recollection 
and belief, December 18, 1782." His mother 
was Dorcas Bartlett, daughter of John H. Bart- 
lett. During his younger days, William B. 
Sewell attended the grammar school which 
was kept open part of each year at York. His 
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college preparatory work was done with the 
assistance of two private tutors and lie entered 
Harvard college in 1799. After graduation 
he entered the law office of Isaac I'arker, at 
Portland. After Mr. Parker's elevation to the 
bench, young Sewell continued his law studies 
with Prentiss Mellen and completed them for 
admission to practice in th(^ office of Edward 
St. Loe Livermore, at Newbury})ort, and was 
admitted to the Essex, Massachu.setts, bar. lie 
I'eturned to Portland, however, was admitted 
to the Cumberland bar, and opened an office. 
.Soon Prentiss Mellen, wliose duties took hiuj 



out of the city a great ])ortion of the time, in- 
vited Mr. Sewell to form a partnership, which 
the lattei' accepted. Mr. Sewell was a good 
lawyer, had a clear and discriminating mind 
and was noted for his accuracy and familiarity 
with the forms of practice and conveyancing. 
He, however, never gained much ability as an 
advocate, as Ids jury work was all done by his 
partner. Mr. Sewell was a scholar of culti- 
vated taste, who preferred the quiet iiursuits 
of his library to the wrangles of the bar, and 
he devoted mucli of his tinre to literary })ur- 
suitsand writing for newspapers. Mathemati- 
cal and statistical studies also ap)pealed to liini 
and he s])ent nmcli valuable time for several 
years in compiling the Register of Elaine, the 
first co})y of which ap[)eared in 1820. Upon 
the death of his first wife, in 1819, he moved 
to the old homestead and lived with his father 
and sisters until 182.':), wlien lie returned to 
Portland and took charge of the editorial de- 
partment of the Ad\'ertisei', which he con- 
tinued to conduct until 18;57. In that year he 
returned to Kennebunk, again married, and 
iiracticed law moderatelv until bis death. 



/CHARLES WILLIS JONES, attorney of 

V ' Augusta, Me., was born in A'assalboro, 

Kennebec county. Me., March IG, 1<SG2. He 
is a son of Allison K. and Ellen (Weeks) Jones. 
His grandfather on the patei-nal si<lc came 
from Llngland and \\"as one of the earliest set- 
tlers in the town of Jelferson, Lincoln county. 
Me., wJiere he was a respecteil citizen. His 
grandfather on the maternal side \\-as Abner 
Wn'cks, II prominent Inisiness man of Houlton, 
Aroostriok county, Mt'. From this sturdy co- 
lonial ancestry the subject has inherited the 
sterling (jualities that ha\-e enal)led him to 
achieve an honoraljle success in life. 

( 'harles W. .lones is one of the only two 
chililreii iif the family, the otlier lieiiig Lred- 
ci'ick A. .lones, now a resident of Buston. Born 
on the fai'in and reared mnid its scenes of toil, 
the young man a<-ijuirc(l liabits (if industry and 
perseverance. After attending the coiiiuion 
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schools he fitted hini^^elf for coUe.t^e at the (_)ak 
Grove seminary, in Vassalhoro. and tlie Water- 
ville Classical institute. His ardent hopes of 
ohtaining a liberal education were frustrated 
by the death of his father when he was twelve 
years old, leaving tlie burden of laisiness cares 
upon the young slioulders of his son, and giv- 
ing him a profitable if hard experience in the 
practical affairs of life. After passing liis ma- 
jority he studied law in the office of S. ct L. 
Titconil), of Augusta, and was admitted to the 
bar at the October term of the Supreme. Judicial 
Court in 1 <S8.S. He opened an office in Augusta 




CHARLES \V. JONES. 

and lias e\'er since been in acti\"e and successful 
practice. He lias made a specialty of commercial 
\i\\\ business, in wliich lie has a large clientage. 
Mr. .Jones lias taken an acti\'e interest in 
local politics and has been honored with jmsi- 
tions of trust. He was elected a representative 
to file ^Jaine legislature in ls9:i and received 
file aiipointrnent of cljairman rif the Jmanl of 
inspectors of jirisons and jails by the go\ernor 
of the State. During his administration of this 
office be was insti-umental in nuikim:' manv 
judicious improNements in the management 
of jail-, as -i^-ell as in tin- .'-^tate [iri-on. In ls92 
he wa- a ilelegate from Maine to the National 



Prison association of the United States, held 
in Baltimore. In 1896 Mr. Jones was elected 
an assessor of the city of Augusta. He is 
prominent in Free Masonry and served as 
master of Neguemkeag lodge of ^'assalVJoro in 
18S7. He is a memljer of Aitgusta lodge, of 
Cuslnioc chapter. Royal Arch Masons, of Je- 
rusalem council of Royal and Select Masters, 
of Trinity commandery of Ivniglits Templar, 
and of the Abnaki club of Augusta. 

Mr. .Jones was married March 11, 1891. to 
Pauline S. Sawtelle, of Bangor. They have 
one son. 



EZEJvIEL WHITMAN, lawyer, statesman, 
jurist, was born in East Bridge water. 
Massachusetts. March 9. 1776. He was of the 
sixth generation of the descendants of .John 
Whitman, who came to this country aJjout the 
year 16.35 from England, and settled in Wey- 
mouth,, ^lassachusetts. Thomas, the eldest 
son of -John, was born in England, and came 
over at the age of twelve years. In 1662. 
Tliomas mo\-ed to Bridgewater. Nicholas \\as 
the third sou of Thomas : Josiah was the eighth 
son of Nicholas ; and .Josialrs third son, 
•Josiah, was tlie father of Ezekiel. our subject. 
His mother was Sarah, a daughter of Caleb 
Sturtevant of Halifax. Massachusetts. Slie was 
a lineal descendant of lidder Robert Cushman. 
of Plymouth. .Judge Whitman was of tlie 
seventh generation from Elder Cushman, and 
in the same degree from Samuel Sturtevant, 
of Plymouth in 164;3. tlie ancestor of the fami- 
lies of that name. His mother was left poor, 
witli two infant children, a son and daughter, 
and she did not survive to superintend the 
education of her children, nor to enjov the 
prosperity and honor which her son achieved. 
His life was continued many years through a 
hard struggle with poverty. At the ase of 
seven, tlie Rev. Eevi Whitman, of Wellfleet. 
took charge of him. and gave him the rudi- 
ments of an education. At the age of fourteen 
years he Jiecame uneasy at his state of depend- 
ence, and determined to go to sea: but his 
uncle resolutely opposed that mode of life, and 
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persuaded him to pursue the preparatory 
studies for a liberal education. P^or this pur- 
pose he was placed witli the Re\'. Killjorn 
Whitman of Pemljroke, who afterwards l)e- 
came a lawyer of considerable }iractice in Ply- 
mouth county. He was, however, a wayward 
student, ap)t to learn and quick of discernment, 
but not very diligent in the routine methods 
of tliat day. His life had been so desultory 
that he had not formed habits of patient indus- 
try. But it was no great affair at that time to 
pass through the preliminary preparation for 
college. A little knowleilge of A'^irgil and 




EZEKIEL WHITMAN. 

Cicero, in Latin, and of Luke and the Acts, of 
the Greek Testament, .seem to have been suffi- 
cient in the classical department: so, after fif- 
teen months' study, in f79L he offered him- 
self at the door of Brown university for ailniis- 
sion, and was freely received. Dui'ing the 
vacation of his first year, and tlie winter fol- 
lowing, lie taught school in ^Lirshtield. His 
funds ijeing entirely exhausted, he was force<l 
to leave college in his senior year, and again 
re.sorted to school teaching to recruit his 
means for completing his course: returning 
just previous to commencement he was, after 
examination, admitted to his degree. 



(_)n taking his degree, Mr. Whitman's funds 
were at their lowest eljb. Hi' was alisolutely 
pciniiless, and various plans for immediate re- 
lief })assed through his imagination; one of 
these was to go u[)On the stage. Powell, who 
was a familiar star in tliose days, was playing 
at Pro\'idence, and it came into young Whit- 
man's mind to join his company. His friend, 
I^eleg Ohandler, urged every argument to dis- 
suade him from this course, and he abandoned 
the project, and also the one of going to sea. iVt 
last, after many struggles, he carjie to tlie resolu- 
tion of studying law, and immediately entered 
the office of Benjamin M^hitman of Hanovei', 
where he remained a short time, and then went 
to that of Nahum Mitchell of East Bridgewater. 

He had acquired so good a character, while 
engaged in his legal preparation, that he was 
employed on an important mission into the 
far distant regions of the then southwest. A 
gentlenuui of 15ridgewater had purchased A"ir- 
ginia land warrants which that .State sold with 
unliounded liljerality at very low i)rices, the 
locations to be made in what is now the State 
of Kentucky. Jn consequence of these indis- 
criminate sales, the greatest possible confusion 
occurred in making locations and securing the 
titles. In some instances tlie same land was 
covered by several surverys loosely and indefi- 
nitely nuule, so that no purchaser knew liis 
property unless betook and kept actual i)Osses- 
siou of it. Id^is client had procui'e(l a large quan- 
tity of land to be surveyed and located under his 
warrants, but died before tlie conflicts in regai'<l 
to his rights were adjusted. Mr. Whitman was 
sent out by his heirs, in 179(i, to gatlier uj) the 
wi'<'cks of the [iropei'ty, and closc^ the settlement 
of tJie estate. He traversed the whole distance 
on horseback; spent the year in Kentucky and 
returned in tlie same manner. 

Ml'. Whitman was admitted fn the Ijar in 
Plymontli county in 1799. The population of 
MaiiK! was then oik' huiKh'eil and fifty-one 
thousand. Pew attorneys on entering prac- 
tice were better (pialifiei] for its duties tfian 
Mr. Wliitman. lii' bad lieeii well instructed 
and discijtlined in tJi<' profession and taught 
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to exercise and rely on his own powers. His 
whole equipment of Ijooks was Blackstone's 
Commentaries, the Nisi Prius Digest of Mr. 
Espinasse, embracing the substance oi .Justice 
Buller's work with additional cases; the 
Statutes of Massaclmsetts, and the four books 
of forms styled "The Clerk's Assistant," "Pro- 
bate Auxiliary," "Town Officer," and ".Jus- 
tice's Assistant." Such was the liumble 
library with wliich Maine's eminent lawyers 
began their careers in the early days. In 
Septemljer, 1799, Mr. Whitman moved to New 
Gloucester. In -January, 1807, he established 
himself in Portland. Here he entered upon a 
very extensive practice, enjoying the confi- 
dence of the community, and sharing the Jjest 
business wdth Mellen, Biddeford, Longfellow, 
Orr and Hopkins. His name appears in the 
first volume of Massaclmsetts Reports, 1805, 
although he had been at tlie bar but six years, 
and never ceased to be represented in those 
records of jurisprudence, and those of Maine, 
until his final retirement from the Jjencli in 
1848. The quality of Mr. Whitman's mind 
was clear, solid, and practical ; his judgment 
was cool and impartial, and his perceptions of 
the true and the false were quick and keen. 
He st]-ip}ied every cause with which he was 
concerned of its shams and disguises, and held 
it up in the light of simple truth. Mr. Whit- 
man was successfully employed in advocating 
claims of our merchants under tlie treaty with 
Spain of 1819, and attendeil upon tlie comriiis- 
sioners at Wasliiugton for that purpose. He 
also was engaged for clients under the conven- 
tion with France of July, 1831, by which 
France appropriated twenty-five millions of 
francs to pay American claims. 

The appreciation in whicli Mr. Wiiitman 
was held in his county is shown in tlje effort 
of his friends to bring him into political life. 
In 1806, General Peleg Wadsworth, who had 
I'epresented the Cumberland district in con- 
gress fourteen years, declined a re-election, and 
Mr. Whitman, then residing in New Glouces- 
ter, was selected as the candidate of the federal 
party, but was defeated. At the next election, 



1808, political excitement ran high; the em- 
bargo, laid December, 1807, had been destruc- 
tive of the commercial interests of this section 
of the country, and the administration had be- 
come unpopular and Mr. Whitman was elected 
by about three hundred majority. At the 
election for the twelfth congress, November, 
1810, the contest was severe between Mr. 
Whitman and ^^'illiam Widgery. The result 
was that each party had one thousand six 
huTidred and thirty-nine votes. On the next 
trial, in April, Mr. Widgery was elected by a 
small majority and Mr. Whitman returned 
well pleased to his profession. From 1811 to 
1817 he devoted himself to the practice of law. 
In 1815 and 1816, he was a member of the 
executive council of Massachusetts, and in 
1816, a member of the convention held at 
Brunswick to discuss the separation of Maine 
from Massachusetts. In 1816, Mr. Whitman 
was again elected representative to Congress, 
and re-elected for the terms 1819 and 1821. 

On the 4th of February, 1822, the new State 
of Maine passed an act establishing a court of 
Conuiion Pleas for the State, to consist of a 
chief justice and two associate justices. Gov- 
ernor Parris constituted the court by the ap- 
pointment of ^Ix. Whitman chief justice, and 
Samuel E. Smith, afterwards go\'ernor of the 
State, and David Perham, of Penobscot county, 
associate justices. Mr. Whitman then resigned 
his seat in congress, and retired from political 
life. He continued to discharge the duties of 
[)rinci[)al judge in the Common Pleas with great 
fidelity and ability, with uninn)eached integri- 
ty, until December, 1841, when he was appoint- 
ed chief justice of tlie Sui)reme Court, as suc- 
ces.sor to Chief .Jastice Weston. At the head of 
the highest judicial tribunal of the State, Chief 
.Justice Whitman devoted himself with untiriup; 
diligence to the ^-ork for a period of nearly seven 
years. He resigned the office in October, 1848, 
at the age of seventy-three. The judicial opin- 
ions of Chief .Justice Whitman are contained in 
nine volumes of the Maine Reports, from the 
twenty-first to the twenty-ninth, inclusive. In 
1852 he removed to East IJridgewater. 



BIOGRA PHICA L . —MA INE. 



49 



QAML'EL FESSENDEX— ,„■ as \w was 
Vs_) more })Oi)ularly known — Cenenil Ees- 
f^enden, was the son of IJev. William Fessen- 
den of P^iweliur^-, Maine, and was born July Kj, 
1 7<S4. He was a direet desrendant of Nicholas 
Fessenden who eame from En,u,land to Cam- 
bridge, Massaehusetts, in 1(574. Nicholas was 
heir and nej)hew of John, who died chililless. 
Nieliolas' son William was born in 169.'!, mar- 
ried Martha Wyett in 171(! and had eleven 
children; another Willian], born in 1718, 
graduated from Harvard in 17o7, married 
Mary Palmer in 1740 and hail six children, 
one of whom, William, the father of Samuel, 
was born November ?>, 1 747, graduated from 
Harvard in 17().s and settled as the first min- 
ister i]i Fryelnirg, 1775. This Williani was 
married first to Sarah Ree<l of Dunl>arton, New 
Hampshire, in 1771 ; second to Sarah Clement 
of Boseawen, New Hampshire, who bore him 
nine children. 

Samuel Fessenden recei\'ed his early ('(luca- 
tion from his parents, aftei'wards entei'ing 
F)-yeliurg academy. Before entering college 
and during his course at f )artniouth he taught 
school to aiil in his support. He was gradu- 
ated in 1806. 

After three years stuily in Judge Dana's 
office at Fryel)urg, ({ei^eral Fessenden was ad- 
mitteil to p]-actice and o[)eneil an office in New 
(Gloucester. Simon Greeideaf, who lived in 
the adjoining town of (iray, was his most 
formidable competitor and their shai'[i en- 
counters at tlie bai- were great educators for 
both of them. In 1822 (General Fessenden 
moved to Portland, where his fame and his 
liusiness followeil Ijirn. He formed a co-part- 
nership with Thomas Aniory Deblois, a Har- 
vard graduate, (leneral Fessenden was par- 
ticularly fainiliar with rciil estate law, the sub- 
ject of most of the causes \\d]ich occupied the 
Elaine courts at that time. The [)artnership 
\\\W\ Mr. Deblois was dissoh'ed in 1854, when 
Ml'. Fessenden took his son into jiartnei'sbip. 

The literary attainments of < ieneral Fessen- 
den were mai'ked, he liad a classical taste and 
his mind was stored with li-enei-al reailing and 



hisloi'ical data. In 1828 he w':is elected a, 
mend)cr of the Maine Histoi'ical society: in 
1846 l)i)wdoin coid'eri'eil (.)u him the degree of 
LJj. 1). He was a strong federalist of the 
Washington and I lannlton school. He I'epi'e- 
sented New <iloucester in the general court in 
1814, 181.J, I8l(), was senatoi' from the county 
in l8l,S and 1819. His commanding figure, 
his full round voice, his graceful gestures could 
not but attract attention and make him a nat- 
ural leader in a deliberate asseiid)ly, and his 
popularity was so gi'eat that while senator 
both houses elected him major-general of the 
twelfth division of the Massachusetts militia. 
He held this office fourteen years. In 1825 
and 182(i he represented Portland in the legis- 
lature and served his constituents faithfully. 
He followed the federal party through its 
various changes until it espoused the cause of 
slavery; he entered the emancipation [)arty 
ranks and did yeoman service in its cause. 
It \\'as a bitter struggle even in Portland, and 
lie became for awhile unpopular because of his 
earnest efforts to h'ee the African from slavery. 
He received colored peo])le into his house, 
took them with him to church and encouraged 
them in every way. Through his efforts 
Macon 1:5. Allen, colored, was admitted to jirac- 
tici.' in the Cumlierland courts, but not without 
a sharp contest and one rejection of the a})pli- 
cation. 

]Mi\ Fessenden's home life was a model and 
his children })ro\'ed to be worthy offspring of 
-a worthy father. Four of his sons were law- 
yers ; one, William Pitt Fessenden, being the 
most distinguished, and whose photogravui'c 
])Ortrait and nieiiKjir a[)pear in this work. 



SA.MFFL AVFi; P.UADLFY, Maine, was 
desceiideil I'roni the New Hampshire 
I'amily ol' that name wJiicli settleil in Peua- 
cof)k about 1729. His first ancestor in Amer- 
ica was Daniel ISradlev, who came in the YAvr- 
abetli from London, J^ngland, 1 6.">5, and settle<l 
in Ilaveihill, Massachusetts. He had a son, 
l)aniel, whose wife's given name was Hannah. 
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To tliis union was born Joseph, whose son^ 
Abraliam, was the New Hampshire settler re- 
ferred to in tlie foregoing. Abraham, who 
died in 1754, was married to Abigail Phil- 
l)rick, who bore him ten children. His 
seventh son, Samuel, was the grandfather of 
the subject of this sketch. John, the father of 
our subject, was born February lo, 1742; 
married Hannah Aver and was the father of 
nine children. 

Samuel Ayer Bradley was liorn at Concord, 
New Hampshire, Novendjer 22, 1774. His 
father had large land interests near Fryeburg, 
Maine, and, together with two of his Ijrothers, 




SAMUEL A. BRADLEY. 



he moved to that place aljout 179 4. Itough 
farm and pioneer life was not to his liking and 
in the fall of that year he commenced to study 
for college, entering Dartmouth in 1795, and 
graduating in 1799. Mr. Bradley commenced 
practice in Fryeburg, whej-e, notwitlistanding 
he had as competitors such powerful legal 
lights as Judah Dana and Jacolj McGow, he 
idmost innnediately secured a fair share of the 
legal business of the town and county; his 
regular work in fact, extending over three 
counties, Oxford, York and Cumberland. Not- 
withstanding his large practice he took more 



interest in politics than the law and during 
the exciting periods of the embargo, the war of 
1812 and the discu.ssions on State seperation, 
he was a prominent figure. From 1813 to 
1818 he was a member of the general court 
from Fryeburg and ])roved himself a powerful 
debater during this legislative ex],)erience ; he 
was opposed to the war of 1812 and also to the 
separation of Massachusetts from Maine. 

In 1825 Mr. Bradley moved to Portland and 
engaged in timber land speculations and other 
occui)ationsoutsidehisprofession which became 
a source of profit. He died at Fryeburg, 
September 24, 1844. 

In 2:)ersonal appearance Mr. Brady "was a 
tall, well-made, well-proportioned man, of 
handsome person, and easy, pleasant address;" 
he was generous to a fault, especially where 
his friends were in need. In his will he re- 
membered General Fessenden, Judge Mellen 
Mr. Orr, Mr. Hopkins, Mr. Longfellow and 
Mr. Davies, his special companions in the 
legal profession. His benefactions went the 
whole extent of his projierty — his good wishes 
far extended that. 



FRFDERICK ALLEN, Gardner, Maine, 
was born in Chilmark, Martha's A'ine- 
yard, about 1784. James Allen, his ancestor, 
settled there in 1668 on an estate of two 
thousand acres which was called Manor of 
Tisljur}', and which liad been purchased from 
the In<lians. James's wife was Elizabeth Per- 
kins, who bore him a large family, and his father 
was probaljly (ieorge Allen, who lived in Lynn, 
Massachusetts, in 1636, and moved to Tisljury 
in 1668. 

By the ileath of his father, Frederick Allen 
lost a valuable helper when only three years 
old, for the fatlier was a Harvard graduate and 
had nuicli legal training. Because of this 
circumstance, Mr. Allen, wdien he reached the 
student's age, was oljliged to avail liimself, in 
the intervals of labor, of such instruction as he 
could ol_)tain in f'hilmark, aided by his older 
lirotjjer. Homes Allen, and his lu'other-in-law. 
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Dr. Allen Mayhew. At an early age he came 
to Maine, where his sister, tlie wife of a Dr. 
Tapper, lived at the head of Swan island. He 
was a clerk in a general store. At the age of 
eighteen he entered the office of liis Ijrotlier, 
Homes, wdio was an attorney in 15arnstahle, 
Massachusetts, where he remainetl two years 
and then entered the law otfice of Benjamin 
Whitman of Hanovei', Ahissachusetts. Mi'. 
\\'hitman moved to Boston and there young 
Allen followed him. After admission to the 
bar he settled in Waldoljorough. That was in 
18(J5, and the population was only aljout two 
thousand and mostly (iermans. \\\ 1808 he 




FREDERICK ALLEN. 

received an otter from Nathan Bridge of Gar- 
dner, to form a partnership and this offer Mr. 
Allen accepted, and ever afterward niade that 
city his honie. Mr. Bridge's si)ecialty was 
looking after the estates of absent landlords 
and Mr. Allen attended to the court business. 
After four years, Mr. Bridge withdrew and by 
wise counsel ami good management Mr. Allen 
held the business of the Hrm and gained new 
clients, until his practice e.xtended into Lincohi, 
Somerset, Fi'anklin and all eastern counties. 
After the separation of Maine from Massachu- 
setts his business increased rapidly and carried 



him into the cinnitics east of ( 'umberland. It 
was, indeed, surpi'ising tJjat a man witli so 
little gift of oi'atory should liave ac(|uired so 
extensive a l)usiuess; but liis faitlifulness to 
his clients' interests, his sound knowledge of 
tlie law, his integrity and strictly honorable 
practice did its work. 

In 1X20 Bowdoin college conferred upon 
Mr. Allen the honorary degree of A. M. and in 
1S47 the more distinguisbe(l degree of LL. D. 

Mr. Allen married Hannah Bowen, daughter 
of Oliver Whip])le of Poi'tsmouth, New Hamp- 
shire, in 1812. He died September 28, 1865. 



TIMOTHY BOUTELBE, for half a century 
a prominent Alaine attorney, was de- 
scended from James Boutell, who came from 
England in ltJ3-5. He settled in Salem, Massa- 
chusetts, and died there in 1651. Like so 
many of the Pui'itan names, the spelling is 
diffei'ent in different Ijranches of the family, 
the most prominent forms being Boutell, Bout- 
well and Boutelle. Our subject's father was 
a well-to-do farmer in Leominster, Massachu- 
setts, where Timothy was born, November 10, 
1777. His mother's maiden name was Rachel 
Lincoln. Young Boutelle showed considerable 
mental strength and his fatlier encouraged 
him t(i gain a liberal e<lucation. He entered 
Harvard college in 1796, from which he grad- 
uated in 1800. In college he was the chum of 
tlie late Ohief -lustice Lemuel Shaw, of ]\Lissa- 
chusetts, whose photogravure portrait and a 
memoir appear in this work. After gradua- 
tion ^h'. Boutelle became assistant })receptor 
in Leicester academy, where he taught one 
year and then commenced the study of law in 
the office of Abijah Bigelow in his native town, 
and finished his law course with Edward (Tray 
in l>i)ston. He was admitted to thi,' bar in 
1804, and moved to Waterville, Maine, where 
lie lived until be closc<l a long and busy life, 
November 12, LS55. 

At first our subje(;t's business was small, )jut 
so was the population, and not much could be 
expected; but it gra<lually iiicreascil as tlie 
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pO})ulatioii became greater until he stood at 
the front rajik of liis i)rofession throughout that 
section of the State. (Jhief Justice Shaw said 
of him: "In a bar eniineid, for talents and 
learning, he had the reputation of Ijeing a -well- 
trained and well-read la\\-yer, with a quick 
appreliension and a power of legal discrimina- 
tion which enabled him to discern and apply 
the sometimes nice distinctions of the common 
law, to involved and intricate combinations of 
tact, with peculiar force and effect." Witli a 
mind acute and comprehensive, and well 
stored with legal principles and standard 
authorities, he could not fail to command a 
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TIMOTHY BOUTELLE. 



full share of the best business. He was a great 
reader of current events and of history and few 
men were better iidVirmed regarding the pi'fi- 
gress of society the world o\'er. 

In his early practice Mr. IJoutelle held aloof 
from politics. The only office he consented to 
till before the separation of Maine from Massa- 
chusetts was that of presidential elector in 
18IG. ^\'ben the se]:)ai'atio]i was accomi)lished 
m 1.S2U, Mr. ISoutelle was elected tlic first 
senator from Keinieljec, TJie early years fol- 
lowing the separation were proliably the most 
important in Maine's history and during the 



first twenty years :\Ir. Boutelle was frequently 
called to fill public office. He served six years 
in the house, the same in the senate, holding 
l)Ositions on various committees and his work 
being of exceptional value on the judiciary 
committee, of which he was often chairman. 

For the prosperity and advancemeiit of 
Waterville Mr. Boutelle was ever watchful; he 
helped procure a cliarter for Waterville col- 
lege, the Waterville bank, and for twenty 
years was president of the latter; in 1847 he 
used his great ability and influence to procure a 
charter for the Androscoggin and Kennebec 
railroad and in many other ways showed his 
public spirit. 

In 1811, Mr. Boutelle married Helen, 
daughter of .Judge Rogers, of Exeter, New 
Hampshire, by «'liom he had a large family of 
children. 



STEPHI:N LONfiFELLOW, for more than 
a quarter of a century a distinguished 
member of the Cumberland liar, was born in 
Gorhani, Maine, ]\Iarch 2.'5, 1776. He was de- 
scended from William Longfellow, the emi- 
grant, who settled in Byefield Point, in the old 
town of Newl.iury. and wdio married Anne 
Sewall in 1678. His father, grandfather and 
great-grandfather were each named Stephen. 
The grandfather of our subject was the first 
Longfellow enjigrant to Maine; graduated at 
Harvard in 1742, moved to Portland, and then 
accepted a position as schoolmaster at Fal- 
mouth in 1745. His son Ste]ihen bebl tlie 
office of judge of the Court of Common Pleas 
and \\'as held in high esteem. He died in 
1.S24. 

At the age of eighteen our subject entered 
Harvard in 1794. On leaving college he en- 
tered upon the study of law with Salnion 
(.'base fif Portland, was admitted to jiractice in 
1801 and immediately opened an office in the 
city. ( )iie of his contem[iorai-ies said of him 
at that time: "Longfellow had a fine legal 
mind, he was industrious, attenti\'e, courteous, 
and Kot into business at once. His first ad- 
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dress to the jury was plausihk- and iii<;cnious 
and almost as good as any he afterward made." 
No man more surely gained tlie eontidenee of 
all who approached him, or held it firmer; 
and those who knew iiim best loved liim most. 
In the management of his causes he went witli 
zeal and directness of purpose to eveiT point 
which could sustain it; there was no trav(ding 
out of the record witli liim, nor a wandering 
away from the line of his argument after 
figures of speech or tine rhetoric, l)ut lie was 
plain, straightforward and effective in liis aji- 
peals to the jury and hy ins franl< and candid 
manner won them to his cause. A man of 




STEPHEN UiNGFELLOU. 

such qualities was not pei'iiiitted tfi gi\'(' Jiis 
wliole time to his profession and in lsl4tlie 
people sent him to the Massachusetts legisla- 
ture. While thei'C he was ciiosen a member 
of the celebrated Hartford convention in coui- 
pany with Samuel 8. Wilile, (ief)i-ge Cabot, 
Harrison Gray Otis and othej' feileralists from 
the New P]ngland States. In ISKi lie was 
chosen a presidential elector, gi\'ing his \'ote 
to Rufus King, a native of Maine. In IX^^'J 
Mr. Longfellow was elected to congi-css, where 
he was associated with such men as Linculii of 
Maine, Webster of Massachusetts, Jhicliaiiaii (if 



Pennsylvania, Clay of Kentucky, liarbourand 
Randolph of A'irginia, McLane of Dela\\'are. 
At the expiration of his term he retired h'om 
political life and gave his remaining days to 
his profession. The first si.vteen volumes of 
tlie Ma.ssachusotts Reports and the tii'st twelve 
of tlie Maine Reports beai' ample testimony of 
his aljility as a jurist. 

In 1<S2<S he recei\-ed from IJowdoin college 
the honorable degree, doctor of laws. He was 
one of the trustees of that institution from 1 817 
to l,s;36. In 182() he represented one of the 
Portland districts in the Maine legislatui-e ; in 
1834 was president of the Maine Historical 
society. Mr. Longfellow passed away August 
3, 1849. 

In .lanuary, 1804, Mr. Longfellow married 
Zilpali, daughter of General Peleg Wadsworth, 
of Portland. By her he had eight children, 
four sons and four daughters, one of whom 
was the illustrious poet, Henry Wadsworth 
Loiipfellow. 



PRENTISS MELLEN, the son of Rev. 
•John Mellen, of Sterling, Massachusetts, 
was born in that town (October 11, 1704. His 
mother was Rebecca Prentiss, daughter of the 
Rev. .lohn Prentiss, of Lancaster; his grand- 
father was Thomas Mellen, a farmer rif Hop- 
kinton, Massachusetts. His father was boi'u 
there March 14, 172-2, graduated at Harvard 
college in 1741, served long and faithfully in 
the ministerial office at Sterling and Hanover, 
and died at Reading, Massachusetts, in 1S()7. 
His elder brother Henry and himself weic 
fitted for college by their father, and entereil 
Harvard together in 178tl, from which they 
took their degree in 17.S4, in tlie sami' class 
with . lohn Al)bott, long a jii'ofessnr in ISo^'doin 
college; Silas Lee, a distinguished law>'er in 
Wiscasset; and others wdio have earned honoi-- 
able positions. Henry, brilliant, witty, estab- 
lished himself in the profession (if law at 
Dover, New Hampshii'e, \\'liere he (lie(l in 
1809. Prentiss spent a yeai' ai'tei' his gradua- 
tion ill Parnstalile as a [iri\'ate tutor in tin; 
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family of Joseph Otis. He pursued his legal 
studies in the same place with an eccentric 
lawyer, Shearjashub Bourne, and was admitted 
to the bar in Taunton in October, 1788. 

Air. Mellen commenced practice in his 
native town, but removed in eight months to 
Bridgewater, where he continued until No- 
vember, 1791. Not meeting with the success 
he desired, he again moved, and spent the 
winter and spring with his brother Henry in 
Dover. From that place, 1792, he removed to 
Biddeford, where he commenced that sphere of 
successful and honorable practice which placed 
him at the head of its highest judicial tribunal. 
His beginning in Biddeford was of the most 
humble kind. He thus described it: "I 
opened my office in one of old Squire Hooper's 
front chambers, in which were then arranged 
three beds, lialf a taljle and one chair. My 
clients had the [nivilege of sitting on some of 
tlie beds. In this room I slept, as did also 
sundry travelers frequently, the house being a 
tavern." What his library was may be in- 
ferred from this humble office apparatus. The 
population of Biddeford did not then exceed 
eleven hundred; there was then one term of 
the Common Pleas Court at York, for the year, 
in that county, and one term of the Supreme 
Court in each of the counties of Cumberland 
and Lincoln for jury trials — which was all the 
favor the highest judicial tribunal was then 
permitted to extend to this district. The law 
term for ]Maine was held in Boston, and the 
records kept there. Governor Sullivan had 
formerly lived and practiced in Biddeford, but 
had removed to Boston and was at the time 
attorney-general of Massachusetts. 

From 1804, until his appointment as cliief 
justice in 1820, Mr. Mellen practiced in every 
county in the State, and was engaged in al- 
most every prominent cause. In 18t)6, liis 
practice in (Aimberland being extensive, lie 
removed to Portland, where his professional 
engagements had become numerous, and where 
a very large commercial lousiness \A'as trans- 
acted. Mr. Mellen [)Ossessed more than ordi- 
nary [lowers. It was often said, }irevious to 



the separation of Maine from Massachusetts, 
that the bar of Cumberland was the best in the 
Commonwealth. And certainly that must 
have been a barof extraordinary quality, which 
could at one time Ijoast of lawyers equal to 
Parker, Symmes, Mellen, Cha.se, Whitman, 
Longfellow, Emery: and the juniors, Orr, Fes- 
senden, Greenleaf, Davies, who came in as the 
others passed to the bench or to a higher tri- 
bunal. At the bar, Mr. Mellen's manner was 
fervid and impassioned: his countenance 
lighted up with brilliancy and intelligence; 
his perceptions were rapid, and his mind leaped 
to conclusions to which other minds more 




PRENTISS MELLEN. 

slowdy traveled, and, as a consequence, he was 
sometimes oljliged to yield his suddenly 
formed opinions to more mature reflection. 
On one occasion Cliief Justice Parsons re- 
marked to him when he was ardently pressing 
a point, '-You are aware, Mr. Mellen, that 
there are authorities on the other side." " Yes, 
yes, your honor, but tliey are all in my favor." 
He identified himself with the cause of his 
client, ami never for a moment neglected it, 
or failed to improve every opportunity in his 
opponent's weakness or errors, to secure a vie- 
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tory. His voice was musical, his ])ers(;)ii tall 
and imposing, and his manner fascinating'. 

In 1808 and 1809, and again in 1817, he 
was cliosen a member of the executive council 
in Massachusetts, and in I8l(), an elector at 
large for president. In ISIT, while he held 
the olHce of councilor, he was chosen a United 
States senator from Massachusetts, with Harri- 
son Gray Otis for his colleague. This office he 
held until Maine was organized as a separate 
State, when, in 1 S'20, he was ap})ointed chief jus- 
tice of its Su[)reme Court. The same yeai- he 
received the honorary degree of LL. D. from 
botli Harvard and Bowdoin colleges. He con- 
tinued to discharge the lal)orious duties of 
chief justice until October, 18.j4, when, having 
attained the age of seventy, he Ijecame consti- 
tutionally disqualified for the office. ( )n the 
bench his thorough knowledge of practice, his 
familiarity with decided cases, and his quick 
perception of the points and merits of a case, 
were peculiarly \'alual:)le at a time ^^■llen the 
new State was forming its system of jurispni- 
<lence, and establishing rules for its future 
government. The industry and ability witli 
whicli he discharged the arduous and inqiort- 
ant duties, \\diile at the head of the highest 
court, appears forcibly written in the first 
eleven volumes of the Maine Reports, in the 
first nine of which he found an able exponent 
in his friend, the accomplished Greenleaf Of 
the sixty-nine cases in the fii'st voluiijc of 
<4reenleaf, in which formal reports are gi\'cn, 
the opinions in fifty were drawn by the chief 
justice. A larger proportion still a[>pears in 
the second volume, where of the eigldy-four 
formal opinions, he drew seventy-four. And 
this industry and ap})lication is apparent 
through the whole series, in tlie last of which, 
second of Fairfield, of the rme hundred aii<l 
six opinions, he prepared fifty-five. Nor were 
those decisions of a light or hasty kind; many 
•of them involved points of the highest im- 
portance, requiring jjrofound study, nice dis- 
crimination, and keen analysis. 

On his retirement from the ])encb, tln' (.'um- 
berland Ijar addressed a letter to .Juilge Mel- 



leu, through a committee of its most respected 
niend)ers, expressive of the liigh sense it enter- 
tained of his services and merits, and of his 
qualities as a man, to winch tribute of affec- 
tion and respect he responded with deep 
sensibility. 

In l.s;58 .Judge Melleri was apjiointed by the 
exetaitive of Maine at the head of a commis- 
sion to I'evise and codify the i}ublic statutes of 
the State, which hiid accunuilated to nearly 
one thousand chapters, of various and in some 
instances, of inconsistent jirovisions. lie 
earnestly engaged in this task with his col- 
leagues, Samuel E. Smith and Ebene/.er 
Everett, and suf)mitted their re^jorton the first 
of .lanuary, 1840, endjracing the whole body 
of the public statute law in one hundred and 
se\-enty-eight chapters un<ler twelve titles. 
This was adopted by the legislature, and con- 
stituted the first volume of the Revised 
Statutes. This was his last |)ublic service. 

•Judge Mellen married Miss Sally Hudson, 
of Hartford, Connecticut, in May, 1795. They 
had six children, all born in Biddeford. The 
oldest son, (_Tren\'ille. graduated from Harvard 
in the class of iSlS, died in 1841, at the age 
of forty-two: Frederick was educated at Bow- 
doin, from which he was graduated in 1825; pre- 
pared himself foi' the practice of law, liut 
turned to art, de\'oted himself to painting, 
and died in ls.j4. 

•ludge Mellen died the last day of the year 
1840. He was the last survivor of his father's 
family of nine children — four sons and five 
daughters. His youngest sister was the 
mother of (ioNcrnor Kent. 



JAMES liRll)(;E. was the sdii of Ednuuid 
liridge, wIki was l.joi'ii in Lexington, 
^Massachusetts, in 1 7.'19. Tlie family of Bridge 
is a \'cry old one, the American branch de- 
scending from ail I^nglishman, \\\\o early 
settled in the Massachusetts colony. .James 
Bridge's motliei' was lMiel)e ISowmau.by whom 
he was connected with .Judge ISowmuui of 
Lincoln count^'. 11 is fatbci' was shei'lll' of 
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Lincoln county from 17<sl to 1815, a period of 
thirty-four years. James was Edmund's eldest 
son and was born in Dresden, September 21, 
1765. He graduated at Harvard college in 
1787, a classmate of John Quincy Adams, 
Judge Cranch, Dr. Hezekiah Packard — father 
of Professor Packard of Bowdoin college, and 
the late Judge Putman of Massachusetts. He 
was the chum of Mr. Adams and a fellow- 
student at law with him in the office of The- 
ophilus Parsons at Newbury port. On being 
admitted to practice in 1790, he first opened 
an office at Bucksport on the Penobscot, but 
soon after removed to Augusta, where he ever 
after lived. 
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JAMES BRIDGE. 

Mr. Bridge was so much engr(jsse<l by pro- 
fes.sional duties fortlie first twenty years of his 
practice, that he did not engage in political 
life; in 1799 he represented his town in the 
legislature, probably witli a view to efiect the 
establishment of Kennebec county, which was 
separated from Lincoln in tliat year. He was 
appointed the Hrst judge of pi'oljate of the 
county, which office lie resigned in 1 804, and was 
succeeded by Judge Daniel Cony. He was a 
member of the executive council of Massachu- 
setts in 1.S18, and a delegate to the convention 



which prepared the constitution of Maine in 
LSI 9, and one of the committee to draft that 
instrument. Judge Bailey of Wiscasset ob- 
served that when he came to Maine in 1794. 
"Mr. Bridge was at the head of tlie bar in 
Augusta, and his practice was very extensive, 
especially in landed matters." 

In 1820 Mr. Bridge was appointed one of 
joint commissioners of Massachusetts and 
Maine, "to adjust the personal concerns of the 
two States," and to make division of the public 
lands. The commissioners, consisting of Levi 
Lincoln, George Bliss and Silas Holman of 
Massachusetts, and James Bridge, Benjamin 
J. Porter and Lathrop Lewis of Maine, made 
their report concerning the personal rights in 
May, 1S22, which they declared to be a full 
and final adjustment of all personal property 
and of liabilities and claims between the 
two States. December 28, 1822, they made a re- 
port "on the division of the public lands under 
the act of separation," a long and able docu- 
ment, and they made a final report of their 
doings in May, 1823. Judge Bridge was also 
appointed in 1820, with Alljert Newhall and 
William Swan, a commissioner to Investigate 
the doings of certain banks which had become 
bankrupt. His office business was so extensive 
and lucrative, tliat it occupied his time too 
much to enable him to make a distinguished 
figure as an advocate, yet he was an easy, 
graceful speaker, and capaljle of taking a high 
position in that character if he had given atten- 
tion to it. Not long after his connection with 
Mr. Williams, he gradually withdrew from the 
courts anil jiractice. and found sufficient em- 
ployment as president of one of the Augusta 
jjanks and in the management of his private 
att'airs. He was eminently a practical man, 
and l)y a steady application to the duties of 
private life he secured to himself a competency. 
He died in January, 18.']4. 

Judge Bridge married Hannah, a daughter 
of Judge Joseph North of Augusta. They 
were tlie parents of seven children. 
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EDCAR ALDRien. — Thi- [.ositiou of 
United States district judii'e, in any part 
iif tlif eouiiti'v. lias al\\"ays been iT^ai'de<l as 
(iiic of great dignity and liom.ir. It is a posi- 
tion wliieli lias liecn occupie<l liy many of the 
most eminent jnrists, often plV)^•inga stepping- 
stiine to still higher position and gi-eater honoi' 
in the judieial field. In the distriet "f New 
Ihnnpshire, while the ineuinlients nf the office 
lia\"e not heen numerous (only six men in all 
having occupied the position sinet' the estah- 
lishment of the court), they ha\'e been men of 
ability and distinction. The list includes the 
names of -Tohn Sulli\"an, eminent in the early 
military as \v(dl ascixdl histoi'\' of New Hamp- 
shii'e, who ser\"ed from Septend)er '2i'>, ITS!-*, 
till .January 2-'i, 171»'): -Fohn Pickering, \7'f'> 
to l.S()4: .John S. Shei'burne, l.S()4 U< I.s;5(); 
Matthew I-Iarvey, 1 ,s;!(l to iSCti; Daniel Clark, 
l.StK) to J.S91; and Kdgar Aldrich, the present 
incumbent, wdio was iniminatcd by I'resident 
Harrison, I^'eljruary Ki, J891, the nomination 
being confirmed l.iy the Senate foui' days later. 
'Idle longest tei-m of sei'vice \\as that of .Juilge 
Ilarvev, which exceeded tliii'ty-li ve years; 
wdiile tliat of his successor, -Judge ('lark, was 
nearly twenty-h\'e yeai's. Judge Harvey had 
distinguislied himself in both branches of the 
Jjegislature, as president of the Senate, mem- 
bei- of the J'].\H'cuti\-e Council, iciii-esentati ve in 



('oiigress, and go\"eriioi' of the State; wdnle 
•ludgc (dark had won the highest rank at the 
bar, and been for t(ai y<'ars a memljcr of the 
J'inte(l States Senate, ivsiginng his jilace there- 
in to accept the a]>pointment at the hands of 




EllllAK AI.DKICH. 

1^1'csident .lohnson, upon .lodge JIar\'ev's de- 
cease. 

Ivlgai' Aldritdi, whose appointmeid to the 
othce left \acant by the death of .Juilge ('laiJv 
was \'ery generalls' I'eeomincndi'il by meiidiei-s 
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<if tlie liar tlirou^liout the Stati', is a nati\H' of 
tlu' town of Pittsliurii', formerly known as Li- 
llian Stream I'erritory, a sertion the jurisdic- 
tion of whieli was in dispute ln'fween our o\\-n 
ami the British government for many years, 
and \\'hose jieojilt^, in 18-'1II, set up and main- 
tained for sonre time an in<lependent go\ern- 
ment, pending the settlement of the contro- 
versy. It «-as ahout this time that h'phraim 
( '. Aldrieh, grandfatliei' of the suljject of this 
sketch. remoN'ed from the State of ( 'oiniecticut 
and hn'attMl in the territory, with liis funily, 
which also incluiled a son. Kphraim ('., the 
father of Edgar, horn P^ehruai'v 4, IslS, wIki 
hecame a prominent and influential citizen of 
I'ittsliurg, was conspicuous in town affairs for 
many years, was a deiiut>' ]iro\-ost-marshal 
and largely instrumental in raising men and 
money for the Union ser\'icc during the late 
war, and A\'as also an active manager of the 
Upper ('cos Iviver and Lake lm])r()\"ement 
C'omjiany. He marrieil. in lS4n, Adaline Be- 
del JLtynes, a gi-anddaughter of (Jen. INhjody 
lU'ilel, a srddier of the Kex'olntiou and of tlie 
war of isl:^, wdio was also one of the pioneers 
of the Indian Stream country. Lhey had si.x 
children, of whom hut three survive: Lrank, 
of the \\elI-known tirnr of Eustis i.V' Aldrieh, 
wholesale starch merchants of Boston, Mass.: 
l*]dgar. and Isahel. \\'ife of -lustus W. lialdwin, 
of I'ittsbui'g. The father diiMl Eehruai'y 2"i, 
ISSO. hut the mother is still living. Edgar, 
who \-\-as i)orn Eehi-uary -l. Is4s, remained at 
hoirie, receiving such educati<.inal aih'antagcs 
as the district schoid aflbrded, until fmrteen 
vears of age, \\dien he entered the academy at 
('olchrook, where he continued ahout thrc'c 
x'ears. and soon attei' i-omnienceil the stud\' of 
law in the office of Ira ..V. Uamsey, of that 
town. He sulisei|uently entered the law de- 
pai'tment of the Uni\"ersity of Michigan, at 
Ann Arlior. gi'aduating therefrom in March. 
Iscs. with the degree of LL,1;, when twenty 
years of age. 

Ui'tui'uing to ( 'olelirook. he was adiuitteil to 
the har of (Ak-is count\' at the f )llowing .\ugust 
term of couiL U}ii:)n motion of the late Hon. 



Hiram A. Eletcher, who stated, upon moving 
such action, that he wouhl attain the age of 
twenty-one hefore the ne.xt session of the court, 
Jk^ oiiened an office and commenced the prac- 
tice of his profession in Uolehrook, continuing 
alone until -January L 1S72, when he formed 
a partner.sliip with William H. Shurtleff, un- 
dei- the firm name of Aldrieh i^' Shui'tleff, 
which continued four years. Later he was for 
three years similarly associated with -James L 
Parsons, and was again alone in practice until 
his r(.'mo\-aI to Littleton, -lanuary L Lssl. 
where he hecame the partner of Hon, (ieorge 
A, IMngham, Jn May, 1SS2, Daniel (', Uemick 
was admitted to the lirm, which contimu'd 
under the style of Bingham, Aldrieh A' Kem- 
ick, mitil -knlgi' liingham's secoml appoint- 
ment to the Sui)reme hench in ])ecemher, 
LSS4, Suhsei]Uentl>' the firm of Aldrieh A' 
Bemick pursued practice until -lanuary, L^S9, 
aftia'wdiich ^Ir, Aldrieh was alone until his a[)- 
pointment as United States district judge. 

While in practice in ('olchrook he was twice 
ajipointed soliciior for (Aios county, first hy 
(iovernor Straw, in iSTii. sei^dng until the 
political overturn in Ls74, and again hy (iov- 
ernor (_1ieney, in iSTd. serxing until -lune, 
1^79, and estahlishing a i-eputation as an ahle 
and eHicient prosecuting officer. In Xovem- 
her, LS.S4, he was elected a niemher of the 
Legislature from the town of Littleton, ,V1- 
though without previous legislati\"e experi- 
ent-e. he was nominated hy the Bepuhlican 
caucus foi' speaker of the House, and elected 
to that position, for wdiose difficult and deli- 
cate duties he developeil a surprising ajitness, 
aci|uitting himsidf throughout the session in a 
manner which would have done creilit to a 
\"c.>teran D.arliamentarian. 

\{ the outset tif his professional career -ludge 
Aldrieh entered at onee into the preparation 
and ti'ial of causes, paying comparatively little 
.■ittention to the ordinary routine of otfit'e work. 
He todk delight in exciting legal and forensic 
contests wdiicli ha\"e chai'acterized the practice 
of lioth the ('(Kisaml (Jrafton liars, and an ex- 
amination of the reiiorts will demonstrate his 
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active and conspicuous participation in many Aldricli the lionorarv de.t^ree of IMastoi' of Arts 
of tlie important causes on tlic northern dock- in iSlll. As a ])uhlic speaker he takes hi^li 
ets during the last two ilecades. rank, and has delivered several notaljle ad- 
For some time previous to .ludii,e Aldrich's di'csses u[)on s]iccial and a]ini\'ersary occasions, 
appointment it had heen generally considered, among which may he named his address, in 
and not without warrant, that the position of ISSli, licfore the (Irafton and Coos Bar Asso- 
Unitcd States district judge for New Hamp- ciation, of which he lias heen a prominent 
shire was, i)ractically, a sinecure — a jiost of mcmhei', upon the tpiestion, "Shall the Law 
honor and em(.)lument, invohdng comparati\-e- and Trial Courts he Seiiarated?" : that l)cfore 
ly little labor. Although under the genei'al the court ujton tlie death of .ludge Frederick 
[)ro\-isions of the Federal statutes, the Judge of Chase, of Hanover, at the Septeud)er term, 
any district eoui't in the circuit, which in our 1890; Ins eulogy of (!cn. Cilman Marston, he- 
case emhraccs the States of Maine, New llam[)- fore the Crafton and Coos liar Association, 
shire, Massachusetts and Rhode Island, anay January, 1<S91 ; and his address hefore the 
he called u})on, \\hene\-er in the opinion of the Soutiiern New Hampshire Bar Association, 
circuit judge the puhlic l)usiness so re(iuires, to upon "Delays Incident to tlie Bemoval of 
hold the circuit oi' district court in any State ( 'auses from the State to tlie Fedei'al Courts," 
or ilistrict in the circuit, \-ery little outside and later an addi'css hefore the Crafton and 
service had l)een re(piired of the New Haru})- Coos liar Association on the Jury System. Jt 
shire district judge foi' many years, and the may also he noted tliat he has more recently de- 
work of the court in the district itself had been li\-ered an address ])efore the New Ham])shire 
very light. But almost contem})orancously Historical Societ)- U[)on the Indian Stream con- 
witli the ap[)ointnient of -Judge Aldrich came tro\'ersy, and later liefore the same society upon 
the Act of Congress, approved March .'], ISHl, the Affair of the Cedars and Colonel Timothy 
creating the Circuit Court of Appeals, foi- the Be(lel of the Revolution, and still more recently 
relief of tlie Supreme Court, to which (pies- an address liefore tlie Southern Bar Association 
tioiis of law are taken from the various district on the life of the late Chief Justice Carpenter 
and circuit courts, which })ro\-ides that such of New Hampshire. 

court shall consist of tlie associate justice of Judge Aldrich \\-as united in marriage, Octo- 

tlie Supreme Court assigned for the circuit her 7, 187'2, with Louise ^1. Bemick, daugli- 

judges in attendance (an additional judge hav- ter of Samuel K. Reniick, of Colebrook. They 

ing ].)een provided in each circuit), and the have iwo children, a daughter, Florence M., 

district judges A\"itliin the cii'cuit, presiding in boi'ii .July 1, 1874, an accomplished young 

the order of rank and seniority of their com- lady, educated in the puhlic schools, at Tilden 

missions. This act largely increased tlie du- Seminary, West Lebanon, St. Mary's School, 

ties of all the Federal judges (the salary of the ( 'oiicord, and Abbott Academy, Ando\-er, ALiss.; 

district judge being at the same time properly and a son, Ephraim Fred, born .lune 9, 1878, 

increased from $3, 500 Ut $5,000 per annum), educated at I'hillips Academy, ^Viidovcr, Mass., 

so that, ever since his apjiointment, .Judge and Dartmoutli College, now a student at la\\- 

Aldrich has found his time very fully occu- in the office of Sti'ceter, Walker cfe Hollis, of 

])ied, having been called largely into service Concord, N. II., and about to enter the law 

in tlie ^Lissachusetts courts, where, as in his department of the Boston riii\-ersity. 

immediate district, he has already won an Although on account of his official duties, 

eiivialile reputation as a courteous, diserimi- spending much of his time in ISoston, he re- 

natiiig, and conscientious administrator of jus- tains his home in Littleton, where he has a 

\\i^i--, finely appointed and beautifully located resi- 

Dartmouth (.'ollege conferred upon .Judg(> dence on <Juir(Ji street, commanding a de- 
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liglitful view of the villuii'e and the eharniiiii^' 
valley of the iVnimonoosiic. 

Thoroughly ileinocratic and unostentatious 
in manner, readily approachahle and courte- 
ous to all, Judge Aldrieh is [>opular alike in 
the general eonimunity and in the profession 
of which he is a conspicuous representative. 
Of fine presence and sti'ong pliysi(jue, he is 
also endo\\-eil with vigorous intellectual jiow- 
ers; and with a full a})preciation of the labors 
and responsihilities of his position, and the 
zeal and earnestness of coni]iarati\-e youth in 
meeting all their re(|uirements, there is good 
reason for belief that \w has before him a ca- 
reer of usefulness and honor ci-editable alike to 
himself and to the X('\\' lIaiH[)shire district. 



Woods and later with Ira (loodall. Among 
his pu])ils was Miss Julia I!. (Joodall, whom 
he married in November, 185.1, aftei' his ad- 
mission to the bar in April. For twenty-eight 
years he carried on in Bath bis large and suc- 
cessful ]}ractice alone, exce})t for the first three 
years, when he was in partnership with his 
fatber-in-hn\', Ira (Joodall, and forthe last one, 
when bis eldest son Pbili]) was assoeiateil with 
him in partnership. Firim f8();5 to 1873 he 
was solicitor of (irafton county. In Sei>tem- 
ber, 1881, he became associate justice of Ibe 
Sujireme Court of New Ilamjisliii-e, by a])point- 
raent of (io\-. (Jharles PI. Ikdl; and in A})ril, 
189(), ))y ap[)ointment of (ioveruor Busiel, chief 
justice of the State, as successor to Chief Jus- 
tice 1 )oe. He had remo\-ed to Concord in 1 884, 
soon aftt'r be liecame a judge and died thei'e 



ALOXZO I'JJlLETrs CAUl'ENTEli, 
Lb.I)., chief justice of tlie Sujireme 
Court of New Ilampshin' from 1890 to 1898, 
\\'as the son of Isaiah and Cai'oline (Bugbee) 
Carpenter, nati\'es of Ashford, Conn., who re- 
mo\'ed to W'aterford, \'t., in 1808, innneiliatcdy 
after their marriage. Settling in a thickly 
timljered wilderness among the pioneersof that 
j)art of the Green Mountain State, they cleared 
and de\'elo[)e(l a good farm, upon which they 
S})ent their active li\'es, rearing a family of 
children whfise richest inheritance was an un- 
tarnished name combined \\'\\X\ true nobility of 
character. Tliey died in St. Johnsbury at the 
home of a daughtt'r, the wife of Hon. -lonathan 
Ross, late chief justice of the N'ermont Supreme 
Court, and now Ibnted States senator from 
A'ermont. 

Alonzo P. Cai'penter was born in W'aterford, 
\'t., on the :^8th of .huiuaiT, 18^9. He was 
fitted for college at St. Johnsbury Aca<lemy, 
and was graduate(l with honor from \\'illiams 
in 1849. In 1889 he received from Williams 
the degree.' of LL.D., and in 189(5 the same de- 
gree from Dartmouth. 

After graduation he \\as f<ir two N'eai's prin- 
cipal of the acaik'my at Path, X. II., wdule at 
the same time be read law with Chief Justice 




ALO.XZO v. CARPENTER. 

on the '-ilst of .May, 1898, in the seventieth 
\'ear of his age. 

It was said of Jmlge (.'arpenter that "as a 
law>'er he was keen, alert, studious, indefat- 
igal)le and courageous. He was intensely prac- 
tical in the management of cases. He excelled 
in the ))re})aration and presentation of facts, 
in tb(> management of witnesses before the jury, 
and in dealing with issues of law." The same 
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\vritei- s})eaks as follows of his ai)ii()intiin'nt to 
the heiieh : "His associates in the eourt at onee 
found that a legal mind of the highest elass 
had come among them. His aeeomplishments 
were eons}>ieuous hoth as regards the funda- 
mental principles of law, and in the collateral 
learning wliieh has adorned his legal jirodue- 
tions. He was familiar \\ith the hest literature 
of the ancient and modern classics in \-ai-ious 
languages. In other directions, where inodt^rn 
scholarship attracts the learned, he was an ex- 
act and diligent student. He was of tirin and 
settled convictions, one to he reckoned with 
as a force injudicial administratiim and .judi- 
cial progress. His acumen, his learning, his 
independence and his character are <Minspi<'- 
uous in the lundnous serit's of atiirmatixc and 
dissenting 0})inions wddcli he has coidrihuted 
to the literatuix' of the case-law in the se\-en- 
teen years in \\'hich he ser\-e<l the State in its 
highest judicial court. Judge ( 'arptader's 
work will connnand the appro\al of the hest 
irdelligence of the jui'ists of his own time and 
of the future. At no period \\-ithin a centur\' 
has the court encountered more fai'-reaclnng 
issues, adjudicated more ahly-contesteil cases, 
01" dealt with contestants more pf)tent in coun- 
sel, management or resources, than in those 
\Adneh have made the [last tw<ad\' years mcin- 
orable in our judicial annals. 

"This court has met e\X'i-v occasion with 
superior learning and discretion, and with a 
steady hand and wise judgment has marked 
the line of law for great cor})orations and great 
political ])arties with that courageous impar- 
tiality to wdiich all parties must in right and 
reason lie suliject hefore the law. That the 
best years of -Judge Cariienter's life contrihuted 
in such large measure to make this an epoch 
in the judicial history of the State will he his 
most enduring monument." 

Judge C'arjienter's wife and four of tlieircdiil- 
dren survive him, the latter being Lillian, wife 
of Frank 8. Streeter, of Concord, N. JI.: Philip, 
of New York city; Edith, who married J>ond 
Thomas, of New York ; and Jfelen of Concord. 
Their second son, Arthur, dieil in IS!*!^. 



GEOlKiE ALLEN 1L\.MSI)ELL, A. .M. 
Nashua, go\ei'nor of New llampshii'c in 
Ls;i7 and 1<S9S, is the great-grandson of Abijah 
Ranisdcll, of Lynn, Afass., and the grandson 
"f ('apt. William Hamsdell, who, in ISL"), re- 
moved from Salian, Ma.ss., to Milford, N. H., 
where he jiui'chased a farm which has been 
the family home for nearly eighty-li\-e years. 
This homesteail descended to ('a|)t. William 
Hamsdell, jr., and is now owned bv ( leorge A. 




CEOKGE A. KAMSUELI.. 

Ramsdell and his brother. i'io\crnor Ranis- 
dell's ancestors upon both siilcs wcw I'aiglish 
immigrants and among the tirst settlers of 
Massachusetts. His motbei' was the eldest 
daughter of Rev. Humphrey Moore, J). ])., who 
for nearly forty years was pastor of tin- Con- 
gregational chuich in Miltbrd. 

Ceorge A. RamsdtJl was born March 11, 
1X.')4, ill Milford, N. H., wbei'e he |-ecei\-ed his 
public school education. He spent bis bo\'- 
hood on the farm, developing a robust consti- 
tutirm, and gaiinng by bard \\ork that prac- 
tical experience which jiaves the way to success 
and hou(.)r. He took a preparatory coui'se at 
Mc('olloni Listitute in Mouid A'ca'uon, N. II., 
and completed one year's study in college, 
after wdiich he entere(l upon the study of law 
and was admitted to the New Ibimpsbire bai- 
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in 1S()0. lie tliiMi (ii)eiuMl an ottiee in I'eter- 
])or(), X. H., wlieiv lie reniaini'd in \\w active 
in'aetiee iif his juxit'cssion for six years, and nn- 
til \w was apjiointed cleric of the Supreme 
(Jourt for tile county of Hillslioro, wliicli occa- 
sioned Ills removal to Nasliua, wliere lie lias 
since resided. He held this otHce until ISST, 
actini;' also as auditoi', master in chancery, and 
referee in a. lar^e numher of suits. IIis.scr\ice 
as a trier of causes liasne\'er heen excee<led hy 
any memher of the liar except the judges of the 
coui-ts of his State. In l<s;»;! he \\as ottered a 
scat ujioii thelH'iich of the SupitMiie Court, hut 
<lecliiied tlie honor. 

Dui'ing his residence of o\-ei' thirty years in 
Nashua he has ttlled many positions of influ- 
ence and responsihility. His [lolitical life 
coinmence(l \\'ith the organization of the iJe- 
puhlii-an party in l.S.Vi, and ever since that 
time he has heen one of its stauiU'hest and 
most consistent supporters, h'or ten years he 
was a memher of tlu' h]oard of ]']dncation of 
Nashua and for about twenty years he has heen 
a trustee of the Nashua, Puhlic Library. For 
fi\'e years he was president of the board of 
trustees of the New Hampshire State Industrial 
School. He was a member of the New Ham[)- 
sliire Legislatui-e in l<S()i(, l.STO and 1.S71, a 
nu'inber of the State ( 'onstitutional ('oiiven- 
tion in 1S7(), and a member of the Kxecuti\'e 
Council in 1891 and 1892. On November.'!, 
189(5, be was elected governor of Xe\\" Ilamp- 
sliii'e for a tt-riii of two years jiy a plurality of 
more than 20,000 \-ott"s. His vote x^'as larger 
than that received by any gubernatorial can- 
didatt> during the entire liistory of the State, 
and in bis own city it \\<is largxT than that 
gi\'en to any man at any election, sa\'e ^\'ill- 
iam ^fcKinlev. (io\'enior Ramsdell is a good 
jiublic speaker, a good lawyer, and a good cit- 
izen. His acti\'e pi'aetice co\'ereil liut a com}iar- 
ati\'ely short period, yet as clerk of the Supreme 
( 'ourt, master of chancery and referee he obtained 
a wideexjierienee in the \arious branches of the 
law, and gained a, high re[)utation for ability 
and thoroughness. His law business at pres- 
c\\\ is confined to ottice and }irobate practice. 



He is president of the First National Hank and 
treasurer of the City (Guaranty Savings Bank 
in Nashua, and a director of the Nashua Man- 
ufacturing Company and the Jackson Company, 
the leading industi-ies in liis city. He is also 
a director in the Wilton and I'eterboro Hail- 
roads and at times has filled other ottices of 
trust. He has always led a temiierate life, 
never having tasted intoxicants of any kind 
as a beverage, nor usi'<l tol^iacco in any form. 
He is a member of the I'irst Congregational 
churcli in Nashua and prominent in that de- 
nomination in the State, and was one of the 
chief iiromoters of the erection in 189o of the 
stone church of bis parisli, which is not ex- 
celled by any structure of the kind in that 
section. He is a most uiH)retentious citizen, 
and in his pleasant home on Conconl street, 
Nashua, is enjoying the hitter part of a life 
which, from early manhood, has been one of 
ceaseless care and labor. 

(_)n November 29, 18(;0, he married Miss 
Eliza 1)., daughter of l)a\'id Wilson, of Herring, 
N. H., and they have four children : Harry W. 
and Arthur D., lioth of Nashua; Charles T., 
of Denton, Texas, and ^Viina i\[., at home. 
Governor Uamsdell recei\-ed the degree of 
Master of Arts from Dartmouth Colletre. 



TUA ALLEN EASTMAN, LL.D., born in 
X Ciilmanton, N. IL, in 1809, was descended 
from Roger Eastman, who came to America in 
1().')8, and A\'as one of the fii'st grantees of the 
town of Salisljury, Mass. Roger's son, Samuel, 
Ijorii in l()o7, married l^lizabetb Se\erance, of 
Salisbury. After holding imjiortant town 
ottices ill Salisbury, he remo\-ed to Kingston, 
N. 11., in 17L'!, and was from that time until 
his death, in 1725, a re])resentati\-e to the 
General (.'ourt, taking an active jiart in all its 
deliberations. The next in descent, Samuel 
Eastman, \\'as aeti\'e in war against the In- 
dians. He married Sarah (llrown) Clough, a 
widow and a descendant of .b)lin 1)1'oa\'ii, one 
of the Hrst foundei's of Hampton. 
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Ebenezer Eastman, the ^randfatljer of Ira 
Allen Eastnuin, l)orn April 24, 174(), was an 
early settler of Gilnianton, X. TI. He was one 
of the minutenien of the Ue\-olution. It is 
stated regardinji' him that on hearing of tlie 
battle of Lexington, Lieutenant p]astnian 
raised his company and j)roeeedcd at once to 
Boston. Afterward he acted as captain under 
(leneral Stark in the hatlle of Bunker Hill. 
He married ]NLiry Butler, of Brentwood, the 
heroine of the jioem, "Mary Butler's Ride," 
which treats of the incident related as follows : 
" While the liattle was raging on the heiti'hts 
of Chavlestown, the news of it was received at 
Gilmanton: and the young \-\-ife of Lieutenant 
Eastman, witli no friend to accompany her, no 
mode of con^■eyance hut on horseljack, \\'\i\\ no 
road to travel Ijut a track to he followed 
through the forest, left home with her only 
child (an infant in her arms) and rode to her 
fatlier's house in Brent\\ood, and from thence 
to Charlestown, a distance of not less than 
ninety miles, '\\diere she found liei- husljand in 
safety.'' 

An intimate fi'icnd of L-a Allen, tlu' brother 
of the celcljrated Ethan Allen, Ebenezer named 
one of his sons L'a Allen, for \\diom L-a Allen 
Eastman was named. Steplien Eastman, the 
father of the subject of this sketch, was an otfi- 
cer in the colonial militia. He hail three sons 
— Ira Allen, Llenry Franklin and .Vrternas 
Stephen. Henry Franklin died at the age of 
twentv-one and Ai'temas in LSoT. Lhe \\'ido\\' 
and two daughters reside in San Francisco. 

Ira Allen Eastman, thesuly'ect of this sketch, 
was graduated at Dartmouth College with the 
highest honoi-s in the class of 1829. He sub- 
.scfjuently pursued the .study of law with Judge 
AVillard, of Troy, X. Y., and upon his admis- 
sion to the liar connnenced to practice in that 
place. Later, compelled by failing health to 
return to his native State, he in l.s;]4 ojicned 
an ofttce at (lilmanton. In 18;>o he was 
chosen clerk of the New Hampshire Senate. 
In 1<S;]() he was elected a rei)resentative from 
his native town to the State Legislature. He 
was i-e-elected in \M1 and again in Ls.'58 ; and 



(hiring the hist two years he was s[)eakei' of 
the House, baxdng the distinction of being the 
youngest man wdio had e\'ei' occupied that ])0- 
sition. In LS.'SIJ lie was a}>]iointed the register 
of probate for Sti-aH'oi'd county, w hich office he 
held until Ls;59. In that yeai' he was elected 
a meml)er of the House of Representatives of 
the Twenty-si.xth ( 'ongress. Lwo years later 
he was elected to the Twentv-se\'enth, and 




IRA A. EASTMAN. 



afterwar<l ser\-eil with distinction as a mendjer 
of that l)ody fi'om ]«.39 to 184;S. After his re- 
tireriient from Congress he was called ti.i the 
l)ench, where he served continuously until 1 8r)9, 
being judge of the Common Fleas fi'om 1844 
to 1849, of the Supreme ('ourt from 1849 to 
185o, and of the Superior .ludicial (Vmrt from 
1H."(.") until his retirement. 

In 18().') .ludge Ivistman was the Democratic 
candidate for governor of New Hampslnre and 
in 1 8()(1 lie was appointed l>y the same party 
as a candidate fur I'nited States senatdi'. In 
l8.j,S lbs alma mater confcri-eil upon him the 
degree of D(.ictor of Laws: and in LS.")") lie \\'iis 
chosen one of the ti'ustees of that institution, 
in which capacity be serx'cd until his death. 

From 18;!4 n]i to the time of his decease, 
when not eiigagi'd in the pertoririam-e "t dffi- 
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cial duties, \w was in the iietive pvuetiee of Viis 
profession, in \vliieli he ranked among tlie 
strong men of tlie State. The cliosen repre- 
sentative of his native town in the Legishiture 
of the State at the age of twentv-seven, tlie 
speaker of tlie House at twenty-eight, a, con- 
gressional representative of the (Iranite State 
at thirty, judge of the Court of Common Pleas 
at thirty-tive, judge of the Supreme Court at 
forty, and judge of the Superior Judicial Court 
from the age of forty-seven until that of fifty, 
he was prominently before the puhlie foi- near- 
ly half a century. In whatever official jiosi- 
tion he was called to, he more than filled its 
re(|iiirements, entirely realizing the just expec- 
tations oi' his tViends. riiswer\'ing fidelity, 
tireless industry, and marked ability were all 
illustrated in his puldic life. From the begin- 
ning to the close of his career ln' retained the 
conlidence and respect of the ]ie<i[(lc whom he 
sei'\"ed so long and ^^■ell. At the age of o\er 
threescore years and ten, rich in iionors, he 
passed a^\'ay, leaving a record niimarrcd l)y a 
stain. rpon the bench lie never arrogated tf) 
iiimself a superior \\'is(lom, giving to all a pa- 
tient and courteous liearing, ami making tin.' 
young practitioner feel that be bad "a friend at 
court" in the person of tln' judge. In geiici-al 
his treatment of others was uniformly polite. 
He iie\'er beti'ayed by speech or look any annoy- 
ance oi- irritability; bis c\'eniiess of dis])Osition 
well adapted him t<i tlie struggles of the forum, 
\\hert' loss of temper puts the ad\-ocate to a 
disad\'antage, and was of e(jual importance to 
him in his judicial ca[)acity, where an e\'en 
mental balance is essential to the pro])er ad- 
ministration of justice. His inilusti'v nml fa- 
miliai'ity with legal ]ii-inciples are c\-iiiced ])\ 
the large number of well-considered opini(.)ns 
from bis pen wdiich arc found in the jjages of 
the State Ke})Orts. 

•Jane (|)uackenbush Ivistman, wife of .Judge 
Kastman, was a descendant of a \-erv old Dutch 
family, which dates back to KioO. Two chil- 
dren weiv born to them, a son Clai'cncc, who 
dic(| in 1.S7.S: and a daughter, Anna <^, who 
marrieil -ludge L)a\'id (_'ross, (.)f Manchester, 
where she now i-esides. 



T FWIS WHITEHOrSE CLAKK, Alan- 

J i Chester, associate justice of the Supreme 

Court of New Hampshire fi'om 1X77 to 1.S98 
and chief justice in 1X98, was born in Barn- 
.stead, N. JL, August 19, 1H28. He is the son 
of .leremiab and Hannah (Whitehouse) Clark 
and a grandson of .Jonathan Clark, who moved 
to Barnstead from Lee, N. H. His father was 
a prominent farmer, held se\-ei'al town offices, 
ami also ser\-ed as a representative to the ( (en- 
era 1 Court. 




LKWIS W. CLARK. 

.luilge ('lark received his preliminary e<luca- 
tion in the common schools of bis native town 
and in the acadcnii(.'s of PittsHeld and Atkin- 
son, X. H. He was graduated from Dartmouth 
(_'ollege in I.S.IO, after a four years cla.ssical 
course, and was principal of the I'ittsfieM 
Academy from August, iS-'iO, to ])ecember, 
lx."r.>. Meanwhile he was studying law with 
lion. Moses Xorris and lion. Arthur V. L. 
Xonis, both of I'ittsHeld, and was admitteil to 
the bar of New Hampshire at Laconia on Sep- 
tember .■), l8-')2. In January, iSoo, he began 
acti\-e practice in Pittslield as a partner of A. 
F. L. Xorris, but a year later formed a copart- 
nership with Pichard Hayes, a former class- 
mate, which continued about two years. He 
then practiced alone until Ajiril 1, lS(j(), when 
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he moved to .Maneliester, X. II., ami formed a 
partnershiii \\\\\\ lion. (<eoi\>;e W. Mon-ison 
and Hon. (Jlinton W. Stanley (late associate 
jnstiee of the Supreme ('ouvt). 'i'he firm of 
Morri.son, Stanley it Clark continued ahout six 
years. Afterward Mr. Clark \\-as a [lartnei' of 
Hon. Henry H. Muse, till ^May 24, 1S72, when 
he was appointed attorney-t^eneral of New 
Hampshire l)y ( ioveruor \\'eston. I le discharged 
the (hities of that otfice with great ere(ht and 
al)ility until August, 1S7(), when he resumed 
the [)ractice nf his })r<)fessi()n in .Manchester. 
Angust 1-"). 1S77, he was appointed l)y (lo\- 
ernor Prescott an associate justice of the New 
Hampshire Supreme Coui't, and scr\"ed on the 
hencli withahility and satisfaction for t\\'enty- 
onc years, his term expiring hy limitation of 
age August lit, 1S9S. 

On the death of Chief .lustice ('arpenter in 
May, 1898, Judge Clark was appointed chief 
justice and held that oHicc until the date of 
his retirement. 

I"ew men ha\-e occujiicd a seat on the Su- 
pi'eme hencl) nf the ( iranite State during a 
longer period than was allotted to Judge Clai'k. 
At the time of his retirement lie was not onl}- 
the chief justice, hut the senior memlier of that 
conrt, both as to age and in point of service. 
His career as a jurist was one that he can look 
hack U])0n with pride and satisfaction. He is 
a man of uncommon goo<l judgment, combined 
with a keen discriminsition between right and 
wrong, and his decisions iiivai'ialdy i-oiumandeil 
attention and respect. I'hiin and unostenta- 
tious, he is widely esteemed, while his ability 
is recognized throughout the State. He is pre- 
eminently a lawyer. On his retiivment from 
the bench in August, l«9.s, he resumed the 
jiractice of his profession in Manchestei-, where 
he holds the ai)pointment of referee in baid<- 
niptcv under the new la\\-. In jiolitics he has 
always lieen a Democrat. He was a memhei' 
of the State Legislature h'oni Pittslield in 1 <sr,(i 
and l<S.'')7and sul^seijuently was a candidate foi' 
Congress from the second Xew Hampshire dis- 
trict. He was one of the founders and has 
continuously been a ti'ustee of the People's 



P>a})tist church of .Manchester, where he has 
I'csidccl since 1 Sdd. 

In I)ecembi.'r, 1 ,S.")2, he married Mi.ss Helen 
M., daughter of ('apt. William Knowlton, of 
Pittsficld, \. H., and they have two children: 
Mai'v Helen and .lohn Lew. 



WILLIAM MARTIN CHASE, Cmi- 
cord, associate justice of the Su- 
[)renR' Court of New Hampshire, is of the 
sixth generation fi-om Aijuilla Chase, who 
came h-om England to Plampton, X. H., about 
1(J.')9, and whose descendants have figured 
cons[iicu(>usly in Xew England history for 
more than 2t)0 yeai'S. The judge's grandfath- 
er, Joseph (.'base, removed from Chester, N. H., 
to Dorchester, ( irafton county, at a veiy early 
date, bringing with him bis son Plorace, \\\\o 
settled in the adjoining town of Canaan. 
Horace ( Jiase married Abigail, daughter of 
\\'illiam ;\hirtin, of (.'anaan, and a grand- 
daughter of Robert Martin, a druuniier in the 
Pevolutionary war, who moved from Pem- 
broke, N. H., to Canaan, soon after 1 8;]0. 
Her ancestors wei'c Scotch- Irish, coming from 
the North of Ireland to Jjondonderry, X. PL, 
among the early settlers of that colony. 

William ^1. ('base is the son of Horace and 
Abigail (Martin) ('base, and was born in Ca- 
naan, (Irafton county, N. IL, December 28, 
l.S.']7. He was reared on the farm and at- 
tended the comiiinn schools of bis natix'c town, 
and afterward spent one term at the Kind)all 
Union Academy of Meridcn. He finished his 
preparatory stuilies at the Canaan Union Acad- 
cmv, enter(Ml Dai'tnioutb ('oUegeone year in 
aih'ance, and was graduated therefrom with 
honor in LS.^S. In 189S that institution con- 
feri'e(l u|>iin him the degice ot Dcictdi' i>t fjaws. 
( )n lea\'ing college Mr. ( Jiase bi'came assistant 
tcacbei' of mathematics and the sciences at. the 
IIennikci(X. H.) Academy, and continued in 
that ca pa citv about t \\'n years during the spring 
and fall temis. In the autunni of IS")!) he 
also entei'ed ujion the study of law in the otfice 
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of Anson S. Marshall, of Conconl. Afterwaid 
lie read one- suniniei' in the utfice of William 
P. Weeks, of Canaan, ami was ailmitted to the 
New riain})shire har at Conrord on the 21st of 
August, l.S(i2. JK' ivniained in Mr. ^larshall's 
office, and on January 1, 1 s(i;!, heeamo a niem- 
her of the firm of Mai'shall ct Chasr, wliirh 
was di.s.solved hy tlir death of the senior pai't- 
ner on .lulv 4, 1.S74. For more than ten 




WILLIAM M. rHASE- 

years this \\'as one of the strongest and hest 
known law firms in the State. Soon after its 
dissolution Mr. ( 'hase formrd a eopartncrshijt 
^\dtlj (_'hief .Justice -f. lA'ei'ett Sargent, then 
just I'etired frfim the Su[)reme (_V)urt hench, and 
the firm of Sai'gent it ('hase continued a large 
and successful }>racticc for ahnnt H\'e \"ears. 
M'lien the seinor mtanher withdrew to ]iri\"ate 
life. Mr. (.'hase ami Frank S. Streeter then 
oi'ganized the law firm of (_'liase tt Streeter. 
\\hicli I'l-mained in acti\-c practice until A[)ril 
1, 1S91, when Mr. Chase assumed his pres(.ait 
duties as associate justice of the Sujireme ( 'ourt 
of New Hampshire, to wddch oftice he had hcen 
appointed on March 24 hy ( ;o\-ernor Tuttle. 

J)ui'ing a ]ieriod of neai'ly twentv-nine years 
•ludge (.'hase enjoyed a large and successful 
law |)ractice. wdiich \\'as larLjeh' in connection 



with railroad and other corporation contro- 
\-ersies. Foi- many year.s he also acti'<l as ref- 
eree in mnnerous cases throughfiut the State. 
Fie was clerk and general counsel for the Con- 
cord (afterward the Concor<l and Montreal) 
railroad foi' a long time, ami de\-oted the most 
of the lattei- part of his pi'actice to this service. 
Fndei- an act |>assed July -■SO, 1.S.S9, he was ap- 
j>ointed a mendier of the t'runmission to re\-ise 
the .statutes of the State. This commission, of 
wdiich he \\'as chairman, made its report to the 
•lanuary session of the Legislature of 1.S91, 
and the i'e])ort was ])i-actically ailo]iteil in full 
and \\-ent into effect January 1, 1.S92. lie was 
also clerk of the State Senate during the June 
session of l!S71, a trustee of New Hampshire 
State Lihrary for se\-eral years aftci- 1S74 and 
of the State Normal School from FS7(J to 1879, 
and a memfier of the comnnttee to exairnne 
students for admission to the har fi-om 1.S7X to 
IsiU. He was a memher of the ISoard of 
Watei' ( 'ommissioners of Concord ahout ten 
years, a memljcr of the Concord JJoard of Edu- 
cation for o\-ei' twenty \-ears, and its president 
during the latter part of that [lei'iod. Since 
January <S, 1.S7.'3, he has heen a director of tlie 
First National ISank <if ( 'oneoi'd. of which he 
was president for some time. He was elected 
an honorary memher of the Phi Beta Kappa 
Society of Dartmouth in FSS;;, has heen a 
trustee of Dartmouth College since 1890, and 
is a meml.)er of the New" Hampshire Historical 
Sr)ciety and of tlie New l-.ngland Historic 
( Jenealogical Society. 

•fudge f.'hase gained the distinction of heing 
one of the ahlest ami strongest cor])oration 
lawyers in the State. He was always Inisy. 
having a large practice which involved im- 
portant interests, and his unfailing courtesy 
ami profound knowdedge of the law won for 
him uiuversal res}iect and coniidence. He is 
a man of hroad k'arning. possessed of a re- 
rnarkahle memory, and in every capacity has 
achit'N'ed that eminence which merit alone 
conunands. vVs a juiFst he is digiufied, im- 
partial and just. He is a sidiolar, a student of 
human nature as well as of hooks, and a neii- 
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tleman in the liigliest sense of the term. J lis 
ahility and jiooil judgment lia\e heen widt'Iy 
recognized. As a eiti/.eii lie is [luhlie spirited, 
progressive and enterprising, and in the gen- 
eral ad\'aneenient of the eity of Concord, X. H., 
where he has resided siiict' 18(il, he has always 
Keen pi'ominent and influential. 

March IS, 180:], .Judge Chase niarned Miss 
Ellen Sherwood ^Vhhott, daughter of Aaron 
and Nancy (Uadger) Ahhr)tt, of ('onconl, X. 11., 
anil sister of I'nited States Senator .hisejih (A 
Al)l)ott, of Xiirth ('anilina. They have nne 
son, Arthur Horace t'hase, who was graduated 
from Dartmouth College in 18S(;, het-ame a 
memher of the Ijar in 1<S,S9, anil has heen lihra- 
rian of the New llam[)shire State lAhrary at 
Concord sinee -lanuarv 1, 189."), 



MASON WEAin-: TAIM'AX was a native 
of New]iort. Sulli\-an cijuuty, X. II., 
liorn Octoher -jiO, 1817. His father, Wcare 
Tappan, was a man (tf ahility and strong char- 
acter, prominent as a lawyer, and in his county 
he early attracted the attention of all Xew 
England by his vit'\\'s on the suliject of slav- 
erv, his house heing thi' liead(|uarters for the 
anti-slavery lecturer and a well known station 
of the famous umlerground railroad. 

^lason W. Ta[)[)an received the foundation 
of his education from his father, although he 
was a student at Jlopkinton and Meriden 
Academies. Selecting the law as his pi'ofe.s- 
sion, again he was ahle to receix'c the tieneht 
of his father's exi)erience and learning; lie 
also studied with Idon. George W. Xesmith, of 
Franklin. Admitted to the har in 1841, he 
ga\'e his nndi\-i<led attention to the })ractice of 
his profession u}) to the year l8o;!, when he 
was elected to the Legislature an<l re-elected 
ill 1854-55, in whicli year he was elected to 
Congress and again was twice re-elected, serv- 
ing with distinguished aliility in the .'Utli, 
.'!5th and ."jtjth (.'ongresscs, heing the lirst to 
break the long established rule of giving a 
membe)' of Congress l.)Ut two terms. Dui'ing 



the wintei' of I8(i()-(!1 in (he :\i\\\\ ('oiigress, 
he was a member of tlu' celebrated select com- 
mittee of thii'ly-l in'ce, one from each State, 
to which was I'd'erriMl so much of the Ih'esi- 
deut's annual message as I'clateil (o the then 
disturbed slate of the ciamti-y, joiinng Mr. 
Washbui'ii, of Wisconsin, in a. miiioi'ity I'C- 
port. \\dicn that i'e[ioi't was submitted, Feb- 
ruary 5, 18(;1, be arose and ga\'e an a<l- 
dress that swept nvei' Xew lAigland like 
a Hame an.l thrilled all the States of (he 
Xoi'tli. The position be took ami the part he 
bore ill those inisetlled times is referred to and 
fully commended in .lamest!. Idaiiie's work, 
"Tweihy Yt'ars in ( 'ongress." \\dien \\ar did 
come ( 'olonel Tapjian was one of the lirst to 
respond to Pi'csideiit Eincoln's call for 75,IHIb 
men and was gi\en the command of the First 
X. II. Uegiment, to which he was a]>pointed 
and Commissioned bv t io\'ernor r>err\'. The 




MASIIN \V. 'lAri'AN. 



regiiiieiit at once wtait to tbe front, forming a 
part of the brigade of ('barles I'. Sti")iK'. At 
the exjiiration of its term of enlistment the 
regiment \\'as mustered out and ( 'oIoik'I' Tap- 
pan was ,'ip]ioiiiti'(l colonel of the bourth Uegi- 
ment: also electe(| colonel of the Sixteenth 
Ke^imeiit. both ol which be d<'cliiie(l. return- 
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in,U to Concord, and ivsurning the iJiaetiee of 
law. 



of E. ('. .J()lin-t<iii. of Dcrliv Lino. \'t. lie 
.^idisoijuently studied witl] Hon. Iia I'erley, 



He lieeanie as.soeiated witli Hon. .losiali ehief justice of the New IhuuiJ-^hire .'-^uprenie 



Minot, Hon. .John G. ^Fenm-id^e and hitir 
John Henry Albin. In ISTU he was apjudnt- 
ed attornev-n-eneral of the State hv (TiiNernor 



< 'ouit. at ( 'oncord, and \\as admitted tri tliC 
har theie in Octohci-. 1 '^47. 

Ml'. Ste\-ens wa- ac'ti\elv and successfully 



Cdieney and up to the time of his death, w Inch eniiaLied in the pcneial [)i-acti(;e nt his profes- 
occurred Octol.)er 24. iSSiJ. lie was rccouinzed siou at Conroid,. X. H.. fur a period of fifty-two 
as one of the leaders of puljlic i.'\'ents. one of years, oi- fruin the time- of lii.~ adnji-.sion to the 
the men ^^"llose lives fill tlie i>aues of histor\'. har until x'cry recently, when he relini|ui<hed 
His trials of civil and criminal cases reeei\cil 
the attention of tlie leual fraternity nf tin- New 
I'^ngland States. His alality a- an ad\'Oi;ate 
^vas recognized liy all the New Hanqishin- har. 



LYMAN DEWEY .^TEX'EXS, Toncord. 
X. H.. is the only son of Caleli and .-^allv 
(I.)e\\"ey) Stevens: a gr.indson nf Parker Ste\-ens, 
and a great-grandson of ^\"illiam Stevens. \\ ho 
came to Xew Hampshire from England, and 
was one of tlie pioneer settler^ nf Harnpstead. 
X. PL His mother, .^ally I)ewey, a native (\i 
Liermont. X. H.. was the daughter of l)caci:in 
Xathan L)ewey and a rneinher of the same 
family as Admiral (4efirge l)ewe\'. the here nf 
Manila. 

Mr. Stevens was iKjrn in Piiainnnt. X. IP. 
on the 2(Jtli of Septemlier. \^'1\. flcs]ji.-nt hi- 
early life on the parental fai'iii an(] atti.-ndiuL: 
the district schools rif tin/ neigliliorhi:iiid. and 
was fitted fijrcollege at the Ha\'ciliill Academy 
in hi< nati\'e .State. In Is.'!!-) la- entered P)art- 
mouth. wdiere he toijk high i-ank a- a -eliolai'. 
and from which he wa- iiiaduati-d with hrmrjr 
in ls!4.'!. ha\'ing aincjui; hi~ ida-smatc- Lew 
Daniel L. Purber, D. D.. of Xewton. Ma-~.; 
Hon. Haiay Bingharii. of Litth-toii. X. IL: I'lo- 
fe-sor .John X. Putnam. r>f Dartmouth (.'olleue: 
and othi-r- prominont in ]a-ofe--ional and i-i\dl 
life. < )n leaving college Mr. Sti-vt-n- Ijccann' 
prin(;ip;il of the academy at Stan-teail, ('anada, 
wdiere he I't.-mained twi) year~, after whiedi he 
wa-assi-tant to .Jonathan Tiaim-y. piim-ipal of 
the PemJiroke (X. II. i Ac-ademw foi- oni- teim. 
In 1^44 he he^an the -tud\' of law in tin- ot1ii-e 




LY.\I.\N IJ. blE'.ENi. 



his legal liU-iness tii tlie i/aiv of hi- -on. .Vs 
coun-el in a large numhi.-i- of impfJitant cases 
hedi-playi-d that con-urmna ti- aPility and. sl^iH 
wdiiidi lia.x'e won IVir hiui a iT-cognized leader- 
-hip and an i/n\-ialile reputation a.- a lawyer 
and citizen. He i- imi.- of the two ijlder merii- 
hers Cif tin- Mi'rriiiiaek comity Par. a riiaii of 
Pr'.iad and ai/eurate leariniiL:. and a thorough 
-tudent. Hi- hiiili legal ijualiHcation-, hi.- 
piiwer to gra-p and a--iiinlati.' fa<;t-. and hi- 
-killfnl presentation of tho-e faet- to a couit or 
jui'N' havi/ Pi'ought him into wide proiiiineiice. 
In ( Uni-urd. where he has resided since lx4-').lie 
ha- alway- Taki-n aii acti\'e intere-t in iiiuniei- 
pal aftaii-- and contriPuti'd inati-rially t(:i the 
Liiowth and piogie-^ of the town. He was 
id(.'i_tei] nia\'orof the i-itv iii lsti.~< and aLiaiu in 



BIO GRA PHICA L . —NE W HA MPS HI RE. 



13 



lS(>t(, ami (luriiig' tliosc two tiTiiis instituted 
\'arious reforms and improsenieuts, the most 
notable, j)erlia]is, beinji' the present seweraiie 
system, whieli at the time of its inceiition met 
with thi' most determined opposition. Subse- 
(|uent years. howe\'e)\ havi' pro\en the wisdom 
of Ills eourse and established the credit that is 
due liim in })ushing to completion this great 
work — a work which has been of inestimable 
l.>enefit to the de\-elopment and health of the 
city. 

For many years Mr. Stevens has devott'il 
nuTch attention to business and financial affaiis, 
in which he has exhibiteil tlie same aljility and 
skill that early brought him distinction at the 
bar. He has been a director of the National 
State Capital Bank of Concord since May, 
1865, and presi<lent of the Merrimack County 
Savings 15ank since its organization in 18ti7, 
being one of its founders and incorporatf)rs. 
He Mas also president of the ( 'oncoid Board 
of Trade, a director of the Page Belting Com- 
pany, and officially connected with other cor- 
porations and enterprises. In brief he has 
always been one of the foremost pi-omoters of 
every enterprise intended to aiil or benefit the 
community. He was appointed one of the early 
trustees of the New Hampshire College of Ag- 
riculture and Meclianic Arts, was its ]}resident 
at the time of its removal from Hanover to 
Durham, served as chairman of the building 
committee, and for some time was president of 
the board of trustees. 

In jiiublic and political life Mr. Stevens has 
been e(|ually active and prominent, holding 
several offices of responsil)ility. He was city 
solicitoi- of Concord in 18-15 and IX.IC, a mem- 
ber of the New Ham])shire House of Kepre- 
sentatives from Concord in isiid, l.S(il, BSOd, 
and l.SfiT, member of the State Senate in 1SS4, 
and presidential elector in 187-!. He was also 
a mend)er of ({overnor Bell's Ivxccutive Coun- 
cil. He is a consistent Bcpublican, having 
affiliateil with that party at its organization, 
and in each of these positions dis[)layed markeil 
ability and magnified a reputation alreaily well 
established in legal and Ijusiness circles. He 



is a man of the liiglu'St integi'ily, of gj-eat pub- 
lic' s[)irit, and of progress and pati'iotism, and 
in e\'er\' capacity has acliie\'ed ci'cilit and 
honor. He was president of tin' New Ilamji- 
sliire Ilistoi'ical Society from .lune, 1897, to 
•lune, 18!)9, and a trustee of Kimljall Cnirin 
Academy at Merideii, N. H., for about ten years, 
anil has been ti'easurei' of the New Hampshire 
Home Missionary Society sin(/e 1.S71 and offi- 
cially connected with* N'ai'ious other organiza- 
tions and institutions. He was a membei- of 
tln' commission of three which represented New 
Hampshirt' at the conseci'ation of the National 
( 'emetery at Cettyslnirg in Novemlier, 18();>, 
and wasone of thedelegation which represented 
the New llampsliii'c Senate at the funei'al ob- 
se(|uies of (icncral (irant at New York. 

Mr. Stevt'us was married August 21, hS.jO, 
to Aclisah I'oUai-d French, daughter of Captain 
Theodore I'^'encb, of Concord, N. II. .Nfrs. 
Ste\-ens died .Inly 2, l8();i, lea\-ing two rhil- 
dren : ^Fai'garet French Stevens and llein-y 
Webster Ste\-ens, the latter of whom is a, prac- 
ticing lawyer ami the successor of his father at 
the < 'oncord bar. < )n -lanuary 20, 187"), Mr. 
Sti'\'ens married, second, I'^'ances ( 'hilds ISrow- 
nell. dauglitci' of William Brownell, of New 
Bedford, ^fass., and they ha\'e two children: 
Fannv Brownell and William Lyman Stexens. 



TAMFS FRANFLAND lUHCGS. Man- 
cj Chester, N. 11., is the son of .lohn and 
Nanc\' (I'^i-ankland) Briggs, and was born in 
Bury, Lancashire, JMigland, ( )ctobcr 2:i, ls27. 
His mother was a near relative of Sir Ivlward 
Banks, who had charge of the ciinstruci i<in of 
some of the large bi'idges across the Thames in 
London. 

When be was less than two years of age the 
family left their nati\-e land and came to this 
country, lamling in Boston on the 4tli of March, 
1X2!). They li\'ed suecessi\-ely in Andiiwr, 
Saugus, and Amesbury, !Mass., until LS.'Ki, 
when they settled in Hobb.Miiess (now Ash- 
land), N. II.. where the fathei', in company 
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with two hrotluTs, purchased a woolen iiiilh 
The parents were i>hun, hard-workint;, thrifty 
people, iiiilnied witli the loftiest attrihutes of 
Christian exeellenee, and gained the respect 
and confidence of all with w honi they came 
in contact. Youn,n l>rii;<is spent his early life 
at cloth-making in his father's mill, learning 
thoroughly e\-ery jjranch of the Imsiness, and 
aci|uiring, in leisure iir)urs, \\'itli the hel}) of 




JAMES p-. IIKIGGS. 

his parents, a fair elementary education fnuu 
such hooks as fell in his wa\. At the age of 
fourteen he spent one term at the Xewliury 
(\'t.) Academy, and later attended tlie acad- 
emy at Tilton. X. II., until ls4S, working 
meantime at his traile during \'acations to 
eai-n the means of defraying his expenses. In 
that year he entered the law (ilHce of lion. 
A\'illiam ( '. Thompson, of Plymouth, X. II., 
hut <i\ving to his fathei-'s death in Feljruary 
\\"as not pei'niitted tfj long ciintiinie the studies 
wdiich his amliition ci'a\"ed. This afiiiction 
left the mother with eight cliililren. si.x of 
whom Were youngei' than .James, and u]ion 
him f(dl a \'ery large share of theii' support, as 
rCN'erses had thi'o\\-n the family into limited cir- 
cumstances. With great courage and no small 
self-sacrifice, he returned to his old emj)lov- 



meiit as a cloth-maker, hut continued to (k - 
\'ote e\'ery spai'c moment to his legal educa- 
tion, procui-ing hooks from .Mr. Thompson for 
this })urpose. At the end of a year he entered 
the office of Hon. .lo-seph ISurrows, of Holder- 
iiess. In 1S49 the family remove<l to Fisher- 
ville, X. II., and Mr. I>riggs continued his 
legal studies with .fudge Xehemiah Butler, of 
15osca«en, Indng admitted to the Xew Hamp- 
shire har in the sjjring of ls.")l, at Concord. 

He imnrediately hegan active practice at 
Hillshorough ISridge, X. H., and soon gai]ied 
a large ami successful business. W'ithiji a U-w 
veai's he was one of the leading lawyers of the 
town. As a Democrat he also took a promi- 
nent part in politics, and in 1807, I80IS, and 
ls.")t) rejiresented Hillshorough in the lower 
house of the Xew Hami)shire Legislature, he- 
ing elected each time by an almost uuanimou.s 
vote. In that liody he was contimiously a 
mi'iuher of the judiciary ciimrruttei.', and in 
iSoS recei\-ed liis party's noijiination for the 
speakership. He acteil with the Democracy 
until iSiiO. and was nominated fm- councillor 
u[)on its peace-at-any-}ii-ice platform, hut de- 
(dined tln' honoi', sideil \\'\\\\ the I'nion men oi 
the Xorth. and ever since the outljreak of the 
war of the lieliellion has been an ardent and 
consistent memfier of the Repuldican party. 
\\dien the l'de\-enth IiCgiment of Xew Hamp- 
shire A'olunteers was recruiteil he promptly 
ottered his services, was connnissioned regi- 
mental i|uartermaster on the staff of Colonel 
Harriman, ami served through the l)attles 
al.)(iut Fredericksljurg, the nrilitarv operation.s 
in Kentucky, and the Mississippi liiver cam- 
paign for aliout one year. He was then pros- 
trated Iiy the malaria of the southern swamps 
and compelled to resign and return to Hills- 
borough, where he soon resumed tlie practice 
of his profession. 

In 1.S71 Major Briggs moved to Manchester, 
X. II.. w here he has since resided, and where 
he had Hon. Hemw H. Huse as his pai'tner 
fi.ir several years. There he very soon estab- 
lisheil himself in his profession and enti'red 
uiii.ni a career that has been both lirilliant and 
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useful. 80011 after ojx^'iiinj;- his ollice in Maii- 
cliester lie was made eity solieitor, an olliee lie 
ailniiiiisti'reil with siiiL^ulav aliilit\' and hoiKir. 
Ill 1<S74 lie represented Ward Three in the 
Legishiture, and in ISTIi he was elt'eteij to 
l_)0th the State Senate and tn tlie State Consti- 
tutional ( 'oiueiitioii. In 1S77 li<' was nomi- 
nated for memher of eongress withoul siih- 
stantial oviposit ion, and was three times eleeled, 
each time liy an inereaseil majurity. 

Ill an article in the (iranite State .Moidhly 
for ]\randi, lss;i, Jleiiry M. Putney thus speaks 
of his congressional career: 

"In (.'ongress .Mr. J5riggs has from the hrst 
heen a faithful, hard-working memher, ami 
during the last four years lias wielded a great 
influence. He is always ix'ady to do his shaix' 
of the committee work, always present to x'ote 
and sui-e to \-ote right: is tireless in ser\ing 
his constituents, especially the veteran soldiers, 
and conscientiously and zealously devoted to 
the discharge of his duties. In the Forty-fifth 
(.'ongress he was a memher of the committee 
on patents; in the Forty-si.\th, of that on 
naval affairs: and in the Fort>-se\eiith, chair- 
man of the committee on expenditures in the 
War l)e[iartment and a memher of the judi- 
ciary, civil ser\-ice reform, and se\-eral special 
committees. He suecee(ls in Washington as 
he ilid at home, hy (juiet, patient, persistent 
work which hi'ings ahout suhstantial results 
rather than momentary sensations. No mem- 
her of the House commands more perfectly the 
contldence of his associates, and few if any 
have more influence u}ioii legislation. Com- 
mittee reports hearing his name lia\'e generally 
heen accepted as determining the i|uestions in- 
\-olveil, and his few sjieeches ha\-e heen exten- 
sively repuhlished as complete justifications of 
the parties whose views he has defended. 
This was notahly true of his speecdies on the 
Southern Election Frauds, the National Bank- 
ing System, and the Knit ( ioods hill. His 
trihute to the memory of his colleague in the 
Hou.se and tent-mate in the army, the late 
Major Farr, attracted wide attention as a 
model of graceful eulogv." 



.Majoi' IJi'iggs declined a Idui'tli nomination 
to Congress. In 1 .S,s;i he w'as again (dected to 
the State Legislature: he was chosen a mem- 
her of (he Stale (Constitutional ('oiu'ention of 
1 SSi), and in ISiM was returned to the Legis- 
latni'c. lie ser\'e(| a seN'enth term in the lat- 
ter hody in ]S!)7, and was elected speaker of 
the House hy a unanimous \'ote. 

Majoi- Ih'iggs is reganled as one of the ahlest 
memhers of the New Ihimpshire har. His 
sound judgment, his courage and industry, his 
hroad ;ind ai.'Curate knowleilge of the law, his 
great force of (diaracter lia\'e given him a rep- 
utation wdiich is hy no means conlined to his 
own State. He is especially strong hei'ore a 
eimrt and jury, where his oratorical ahility 
and power to marshal facts lia\'e won for him 
many notahle \-ictories. He is a hrilliant })uh- 
lic speaker, and for several years was one of 
the leading caiii])aign oi'aloi-s, lie has also 
heen aidix'c and influential as a projector of 
numerous eiiterprisi's, and has heen presidc.Mit 
of the 1 lillshorough National Hank, of the 
(Iranite State Ti'ust ('oiii|>aiiy of Maiiehestt'r, 
and of the (^)ueen ('ity Ijand and liuilding As- 
sociation, and a director of the (.'itizens' Build- 
ing and Loan Association and of the Peoi)le's 
( ias J^ight ('ompany, hoth of ^lanchester. 

\\\ the fall of Ls.lO ^hijor Briggs was mar- 
ried to Roxaniui Smith, daughter of (Jhadiah 
and Eliza M. Smith, of New Hampton, N. II,, 
wdio died -January 'I't, IXS.S, They had three 
children, of whom a son and a daughter are 
li\'ing: the former, Frank (), liriggs, was grad- 
uated from ^\'est Point Acailemy, served four 
years and hecame a lieutenant in the United 
States army, and is now (ISS)!)) mayor of Treii- 
hm, N. .1. 



FPAXK SULK WIN STREETER, Con- 
cord, son of Daniel anil .lulia (\\die(der) 
Streeter, was horn in Chark'stoii, \'t.,oii the 
oth of August, Is.!;!. He descends on hoth 
sides from some of the eailiest and most ja-oiii- 
inent families in New l']ngland. 

His preliminary eihicatioii wasohtained in 
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tlie pulilie scliools of liis native town an<l at 
the St. Joliiisliui'y (A't.) Academy, fVoiu which 
he wa.s graduated in 1S70. Tliesanie year lie 
entered Bates College at Lewiston, :Me., hut in 
1.S71. heeanie a memher of the sophomore class 
of Dartmouth College, and taking a full classi- 
cal course was graduated therefrom in 1.S74, 
having among his classmates Congressman 
Samuel \V. ^IcCall and Samuel L. Powei's, of 
the l)Ostonl)ar: Hon. Fraidc X. Parsons, a jus- 




frank S. STREETER. 

tice of the New frampshire Su|)reme Court: 
anil II(;n. Ed\\-in C. h'astman, attorney-general 
of New Hampshire. On lea\-ing college Mr. 
Streeter engaged in teaching, being pi-inci]>al 
of the Ottumwa high school in Iowa for one 
yi'ar, and upon his return to New Hamjishire 
in iSTo hegan the study of law at liatli in the 
office of Hon. Alonzo P. ('arpenter. late chief 
justice of th(> Su[ireme Court of that State, 
whose memoir appears in this work. Mr. 
Stret'ter was admitted to the har in Afarch, 
1S77. and at once entered U[)on tlieacti\'e ]>rac- 
tice of his pj-ofession in Orford, X. IF., l)ut in 
( )ct(ihei' c)f that year remo\"ed to CtniCdid, where 
he has since ]-esi(k'(l. He was a partnei- of 
•hilin Henry All.)iii from IJctolier. ]S77,lo Se[)- 
temhei-, 1.S79, when the firm of Alhin tV: Streeter 



dissoh'ed, and he formed a cO])artnership with 
Mon. ^\'illiam M. Chase, now an associate jus- 
tice of the Xew JIamiishire Supi'cme Court, 
which continued under the style of Chase & 
Streeter until the appointment of Mr. Chase to 
the bench on the 1st of April, 1.S91. Suhse- 
(juently he l)ecame the senioi' memher of the 
])resent hini of Streeter, \\'alker cfe Ilollis. 

Mr. Streeter early evinced a preference for 
that <le})artment of the law iiu'olving cm'poi-- 
ate interests, and serx-ed as general counsel for 
the Concord and Montreal Railroad })rioi' to 
its lease to the Boston and Mai)ie, and he is 
now counsel for the latter corporation in Xew 
Hampshire. His duties in this capacity ha\'e 
brought him intf) wide jirfjminence. He is 
one of the ht'st known men and one of the ablest 
and iriost skillful lawyers in Xew Hann)sliire, 
and a. rccogni/.ed leailer of tlie l.)ar, and in a 
large lunnber of important cases he has dis- 
played legal (jualifications of the highest order. 
P)eing a gifted public speaker, he is esjjccially 
strong l)efore a court or jury, and as a coun- 
selor and advisei'is distinguisheil for bis sound 
judgment and sagacity. 

In political aHiiirs be is widely known, and 
in tins connection is (jnc of the most influen- 
tial liepublicans in the State. In Iss.! he 
represented the Foui-fh W'anl of ( 'oncord in 
the Xew Hampshire I^egislatui'e, where he laid 
the foundation u}ion wdiich he has built a no- 
table pul)lic career. He jjresided over the Xew 
Hampshire rjejiublican State ('on\-ention of 
ISi):!, was a dek'gate to the Kepublican Xa- 
fional (V)n\'ention of iSfKi. and for several 
years has lieen a recognized leaderof his partv. 
He is a trustee of Dartmouth College, and 
since Is!:).'! has ser\'ed as chairman of its com- 
mittee on buildings and impi'ovement, under 
whose su]ier\-ision the [ibysical side of the in- 
stitution has Ijet'n remodeled and rclniilt. 
A'arious other organizations and institutions, 
especiall>' those in his adopted city, ha\-e felt 
the Ijcneiit of bis directing energies. He is a 
jiuhlic spirited and progressi\"e citizen as well 
as a foremost lawyer, and in e\"ei"v capacity is 
higldy respected and esteemed. He is past 
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iioljlegi-aiul of White Mountain Loiloe, I.O.O.F., 
a nicmber of Pt'nocoolv Eneani|inR'nt oftlii'()(l(l 
Fellows, and a nicniljer and \vas for several 
yeai's an officer of the Unitarian Society of ( 'on- 
cord ; and he is also a nienil)er of the Southern 
New Hampshire Bar Association ; a nieniher 
and past master of Eureka Jjodge, F. tt A. M., 
a nienilter of INIount Iloreli Connnanderv, K. T., 
and a member of the Scottish Rite l)0<lies of 
Masonry to and including- tin' 32(1 de.i;rce. 
I'^ew men are hotter versed oi' have a wider 
Icnowleilge of literature, especially of general 
history, and his pri\'ate li])i-ary is one of the 
largest and hest in point of liistorical and hio- 
gra})hical worlds in tlie State. 

^Ir. Streeter was married Xoxeniher 14, 1 S77, 
to Lillian, eldest cldld and daughter of Chief 
Justice Alonzo W Carpenter and Julia K., 
daughter of Ira (iooilall, his wife, of Concord, 
N. II. They have two children : -lulia Streeter, 
born Se]>tember S, ISTS, now (1S99) a student 
at ISiyn .Mawr College, class of 19(10, and 
Thomas Wintbroj) Streeter, ])0]-n July 20, 
18S;3, now a nn'iiiber of the class of 1900 of 
St. Paul's School, (_'oncord. 



Deri'y : and finally with Pike it P>lodgett, of 
Franklin, and wasaduntted to the hai' at Con- 
cord in March, 1.S79, and also to the bar 
of thc! United States ('ircuit Court in May, 
LSTib Immediately after his admission he 
forme(l a copartnership with lion. Austin F. 
Pike, which coidinuecl under the style of Pike 
k Parsons until Mi'. Pike's death in 1««(). 
After that he i)ractice<l alone until iMay 21, 
1S9."), when he entere(l u[)on his jirescnt duties 




Fl-IANK NESMITH PARSONS, P>aiddin, 
associate justice of the Suiireme (,'ourt of 
New Hami)shire, is the eldest son of Rev. Pen- 
jamin F. and Mary A. (Nesmith) Parsojis, and 
was born in Dover, N. H., September .'J, IXoJ. 
His father was a prominent ( 'ongregational 
minister, holding pastorates in Dover, Nashua, 
and other cities. His paternal grandfather 
was a sea captain residing on the coast of 
Maine. 

Judge Parsons was graduated h-oni Pinker- 
ton Academy at Derry, N. II., in 1S70, and 
from Dartmouth College in 1 874, ami afterward 
taught school for two years, lii'st as princijial 
of the Franklin (N. H.) High School and sub- 
•sequently as sub-master of the High School in 
Nashua. He read law with Hon. Daniel Pai'ii- 
ard, of Franklin, later attorney-genei-al of New 
Hampshire; with Creeideaf C. I5artlett in 



FRANK N. PARSONS. 



as associate justice of the Sujireme Court of 
New Hampshire, to which office he had been 
appointeil by Cov. Charles A. Busiel. 

As a lawyer Judge Parsons bet-aiue widely 
and jiopulai'ly known foi- his ability, integrity, 
and good judgment, lb' enjoye(l a large gen- 
eral practice, especially in the counties of Mer- 
rima(d<, Pelknap and (Irafton, In his judicial 
ca]:)acity he has gi\en t'niinent satisfaction, and 
has displayed a broad knowledge of the law. 
He was State law rejiortei' from 1S91 to 1895, 
succeeding .ludge William S. Ladd, and in 
189.'! and 1894 he was also a nuaiiber of the 
Execuli\'e (Viuncil. .\s a (/iti/.en be is pulilic 
s[)irited, progressive, and and eiderprising. 
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He was Ini'gely instrumeutal in l)ringing' about 
the ineoi-i)oration of tlie city of Franlvlin, N. 
H., and served as its first mayor in 1895. He 
is a member of the New Hampshire Historical 
Society and of the Delta Kapj)a Epsilon fra- 
tel'nit3^ 

In October, ISiSO, he married Miss Helen F., 
daughter of his law partner, Hon. Austin F. 
Pike, of Franklin, X. H. 



EDWIN F. JONES, Manchester, N. H., is 
the son of Edwin K. and Mary A. (Farn- 
ham) .Jones, and was born Ajiril 19, 1859, in 
Manchester, N. H., where he has always re- 
sided. There he received his jireparatory ed- 
ucation, passing through the grammar and 
high schools. He was graduated from Dart- 
mouth College in 1880, where he took high 




EDWIN F. JONES. 

rank, and dis[)layed those (|nalities winch lun'e 
won for him an honoral)le standing at tlie Ijai- 
and respect and esteem as a citizen. 

( )n lea\'ing college Mr. Jones entered the 
\-A\\ offit'C of Hon. Da\id ( 'ross in Manchester, 
and there pui'sued liis legal studies, being ad- 
mitted to the Ne\\- Hampshii-e bar in xVugust, 



1883. Immediately aftei'ward he formed a 
partnership with William J. Copeland, of Man- 
chester, which continued under the style of 
Copeland & Jones until Mr. C^opeland's death 
in August, 1886. Since then he has practiced 
alone, devoting himself with great success to 
a large and growing clientage. 

Mr. Jones has also been active and influen- 
tial in public affairs. He was elected assistant 
clerk of the New Hampshire House of Repre- 
sentatives in 1881 and was promoted to the 
clerkship of that l>ody in 1883, and held that 
office again in 1 885. His clear and accurate 
knowledge of the intricate details of paidia- 
mentary rules caused a demand for his services 
by every memljer of the House, while his 
genial courtesy and unfailing devotion to duty 
made him very popular. This work also con- 
tributed in no small degree to the foundation 
upon which he has Ijuilt a successful legal 
career. In January, 1887, he was elected city 
solicitor of Manchester, and by successive re- 
elections served in that capacity for twelve 
years, declining a renomination in January, 
1899. He discharged the duties of this office 
with singular alnlity and fidelity, and to the 
great lienetit of the city. From July, 1887, 
to April, 1895, he was also treasurer of Hills- 
boro county. He was a meml)er of the Man- 
chester School Board for several years, and has 
long been prominent ami active in political 
campaigns, Ijeing recognized throughout the 
State as a speaker of force and ability. As a 
citizen he is public spirited and enterprising, 
enthusiastic in promoting tlie liest interests of 
the community, and higldy respected and es- 
teemeil. He enjoys the confidence of his fellow- 
townsmen, and is })rominently connected with 
some of the leading institutions of his native 
chy. 

Mr. Jones was married on the 21st of De- 
cend_>er, 18.S7, to Nora F. Kennard, daughter 
of .foseph F. Kennard, of Manchester, N. H., 
and thev have one daughter, fiorn July 17, 
1899. 
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TAMES PATTERSON TUTTLE, Mau- 
O Chester, N. H., county solicitor for tlie 
county of Hillsborough since April, 1893, is 
the son of Captain James Moore and Rachel 
Patterson (McNeil) Tuttle, and a grandson of 
Jedediah and Jane (Warren) Tuttle and of 
Deacon Peter and iSIary (Stiles) McNeil. On 
botli sides he comes from Revolutionary stock. 
His paternal ancestor, John Tothill, came from 
Devonshire, England, to Dover, N. H., in the 
latter part of the seventeenth century, and 
was one of the pioneers of the town. His 
grandfather, Jedediah Tuttle, was a native of 
Antrim, N. H., !_)ut spent most of his life in 
New Boston, in the same State, where his wife, 
Jane Warren, was born. Capt. James Moore 
Tuttle was born in New Boston on the -Stli of 
November, 1821, and died there February 19, 
1884, in his sixty-third year, having Ijeen a 
lifelong farmer aird lumberman. As com- 
man<ler of the New Boston company in the 
old State militia he was popularly known as 
Captain Tuttle, and in every capacity lie won 
and maintained the confidence of his fellow- 
citizens. Deacon Peter McNeil, father of Mrs. 
Rachel P. Tuttle, was also a lifelong resident 
of New Boston, and a farmer. He was of 
Scotch-Irish descent, his ancestors coming 
from the north of Ireland to Londonderry, 
N. H., in the early settlement of that place, 
and holding for generations the Presbyterian 
faith. 

James P. Tuttle was born in New Boston on 
the 17th of July, 1856, and has always re- 
tained his legal residence in that town. After 
attending the common schools of his birth- 
place he entered Francestown Academy in 
New Hampshire, then under the principalship 
of Prof. James E. A'ose, and when Mr. A'ose 
was appointed professor of (ireek and mathe- 
matics in Gushing Academy at Ashl)urnham, 
Mass., Mr. Tuttle went with him, and tliere 
com[)leted his preparatory studies in the class 
of 1877. He did not take his final examina- 
tions and diploma, however, until 1880, and 
then at the request of Professor AVjse, who had 
become princii)al of the institution. While 



attending these academies he taught school 
winters in Goffstown, Antrini, New Boston, 
Amherst, and Weare, and afterward was for 
two years princi])al of the high scliool at 
Townseiid, Mass., achie\'iiig marked success, 
and de\'elopiiig by [)rac(ical ex[)erience those 
qualities upon which he has Iniilt an honorable 
career at the bai'. In llSSO lie spent nine 
months in tlie study of medicine at Palmer, 




JAMIiS F. TUTTLE. 

Mass., with Dr. John K. Warren, now of 
Worcester, and there made the acquaintance 
of men at the Ijar whose iiiHueiice led him to 
adopt the law as liis lifework — a work for 
which he was well (]ualified by nature as well 
as by taste and inclination. 

In the spring of 1881 he began his legal 
studies in the office of Judge David Cross at 
Manchester, N. II., and a year later continued 
them with Gen. John II. Andrews, in the 
same city, until the fall of 1S,S4, when he en- 
tered the Boston rniversity Law School, from 
which he was graihiated with the degree of 
LL.B. in June, 188.""). In tlic^ mean time he 
served for two years, from March, ISSl, to 
March, 188.'3, as siqierintendent of schools of 
the town of New Boston, ami in this cajiacity 
gained a valuable experience. He was ad- 
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mitted to the New IIaini)shire l)iir at Concord 
on the 29th of July, LSS-l, and hi the follow- 
ing Sei)tenihei- 0})ened an ottice in Manchester, 
where he haw since ])een actively and success- 
fully engaged in the practice of law, and where 
he has for some time spent his winters, retain- 
ing, however, his residence in his native town. 

Mr. Tuttle has achieved a position of recog- 
nized prominence at the liar, and is regarded 
as a lawyer of marked aljility, of great force of 
character, and of hroad and accurate learning. 
In a nundjer of important cases he has dis- 
played high legal (jualitications. In the fall 
of 1S92 he was elected county solicitor for the 
county of Hillsl.iorough, and has since held that 
office, having heen re-elected in 1894, 1896, 
and 1898 for terms of two years each. Since 
he assumed its duties in April, l89.'>, he has 
maintained a reputation already \\'ell estal)- 
lished. In politics he is a ]!.e})ublican. He 
was representative from New I5oston to the 
New Hampshire Legislature in lS87, and 
served on the connnittee on the revision of 
the statutes. He is a mend)er of Iiidgley 
Lodge and ^\'onolanset Encampment of the 
Odd Fellow fraternity, of the .Vncient Order 
of United \\'orkmen, and of the Hillsliorough 
County ])ar Association, and has always taken 
a })rominent pai't in the afl'airs of his town and 
county. 

Mr. Tuttle was marjied .lauuary 1, 18S7, to 
Lizzie Jane Bunteu, daughter of John D. and 
Elizabeth (Hohhs) Uunten, of Dunbarton, N. H. 
They liave four daughters: Dora Morton, 
Rachel \\'inifred, Florence Elizabeth, and 
Mariiai'et Esthei'. 



SALMA HALE, A. M., Keene, son of 
l.)a\'id and Hannah (Emerson) Hale, ^\ as 
Ijorn in Alstead, N. 11., on the 7th of ]\Iarch, 
1787. He was descended tbrdugh a long line 
of New England ancestors, from Lliomas Hak' 
of Walton-at-Stone, Hertfordshire, England, 
wdio came to Ne\\"liuiyport, Mass., in \}V-\h. 
He recei\-e(l an oi'diiiar\' I'JiLilish education. 



and at the age of thirteen began to learn the 
printer's trade in the office of the Farmer's 
Museum, a newspaper of note at Waljwle, N. 
H. When eighteen he was editor of the Po- 
litical Observatoi-y, a weekly issued in the 
same town. Soon afterward he took up the 
study of law there with Roger Vose, and sub- 
serjuently continued Ins legal education in the 
offices of Sauiuel Dinsmoor and Phineas Plen- 




SALMA HALE. 



derson at Keene, in his native .State, where he 
A\-as ajipointcil clerk of the Court of Common 
Pleas for Cheshire county in 1812. To this 
position was ailded the clei-kship of tlie Supe- 
rior Court in 1817, and Mr. Hale continued to 
<lischarge these duties, through sundry changes 
of the court, with the excejition of a few years, 
until 18;'.4. 

During this period lie also took an active 
})art in political atfaii-s. In 18l() he was 
elected to Congress from New Ham|ishire and 
served from March, LSI 7, to March, 1819, de- 
clining a re-election. In lX2o he was elected 
a representative and in 1824 a senator to the 
New Hampshire Legislature. He was again 
a representative in ISdo and a senator in 1846. 
He was also secretary to the Commissioners 
a[i[)ointed to settle the boundary line between 
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the United States and the Britisli Trovinees vert^ity of A'erniont in 1824, next ii'din Dart- 
under the Treaty of Cihent. In these various mouth College in 1«49. Tlie hitter degree is 
positions he displayed deeided aliility and in one way noteworthy, as it recalls that in 
.statesmanship, excellent judgnieut, and great iSlli the recipient of the degree had heen one 
capacity, and tilled each of them with niarkiMl of the trustees of "Dartmouth University" 
success and honor. In 1884 he was admitted under the act of the Legislature of New Hamp- 
to the New Hami)shire luir and entered upon shii'c whicli led to the famous Dartmouth Col- 
the practice of Ins i)rofussion in Keeue, where lege ca.seand to so uuich acerhity. Apparently 
he remaineil until Ins death, Noveml.ier 19, in 1.S49 the hreach was healed. 
1^'j'j- ^Fr. Kale married Sarah Kellogg King, and 
Mr. Hale came to the har po.^sessed of the had two children: lion. ( leorge Silsl)ee Dale, 
great advantage of a thorough knowledge of a leading lawyer of ISostou, whose memoir 
the forms and methods of legal ]iroccdui-e and appears in this work, and Saiah K., who mar- 
of a wide acquaintance. His position as clerk ried Hon. Harry Ilihhard, an emint'ut lawyer 
of the courts and Ids pulilic service had given of Bath, X. H. 
him a valuable and practical experience. He 

did not engage especially in the trial of causes, 

but was noted as a studious, })rudent, judicious 

counselor, and iluring a professional career of T TF.NRY ADAMS 15KLL<)\VS was horn 



HENRY ADAMS 15ELL()\VS was 
in Wali.ole, N. II., Octohei' 2.1 



thirty-two years achieved eminent success. X JL in Walpole, N. II., Octolici' ^.^ DSO;). 

He was essentially a scholar in liahits an<l His father. Major .rose])h Bellows, was the son 

taste, a great reader, familiar with tln' French of < leu. Benjannn Bellows, whose fatliei'wasC'ol- 

nnd other modern languages, and a wi'iter ouel Benjamin Bellows, the founder of Wal- 

who.se correct and elegaid. style won foi' him a pole, N. H. His mother, Mary Adams, was 

considerable reputation. He contributed mi- the daughter of Rev. Zabrli(4 Adams, of Lunen- 

inerous articles to the newspapers and [leriod- burg, Mass., cousin of .lohn <^uiucy Adams, 

icals, compiled the "Annals of Keeue," whicli Among his kinsmen ^\■ere Thomas Bellows, 

passed through two editions, wi-ote " The .Ju- foi' many years sherilf of the county of Che- 

dicial History of New Ilampshii-e before the shire, and the late Rev. Dr. Henry W. Bellows, 

Revolution " for the Law Reporter foi' < )ctol)er, of New York city, for many yeai's pastoi- of All 

1855, and was the author of a school history Souls church in that city. 

of the United States, now long since supej- Henry A. Bellows studieil law with Hon. 
seded, but widely known in its day, whicli \\'illiaiii (_'. Bradley, of A\'estininstei-, A't., \\as 
won the prize of §400 ottered b\- the American admitted to the New IIam[)shirr bar in 182(), 
Acailemy of Languages and Belh.'s-Lctti'es for and began practice in Walpole, l)iit remo\-e(| 
the l.iest work of that character. This liistoi-\' to Littleton, N. IL, in Us28, \\4iei'e he contin- 
long held its place in the schools of this conn- ued the ijractice of law until 1850, when he 
try and was republished abroad several times, remo\'ed to (.'oncord, N. II., which was his 
including four editions in London and one in home during the remainder of his life. Diii'- 
.Scotlaud. Mr. Hale was deei)ly interested in ing his long and successful career at the bar 
current events and all public ijuestions, «-as he trie(l cases in e\'ery county in the State ex- 
modest and retiring in manner, and was re- ccjit Strafford. For iiiaiiy years prior to his 
garded as one of the best informed and most in- (de\'ation to the bench he was engage(l in the 
teresting men of his section. He was an early most important causes and o[)poscd to the 
member and president of the New Hainpshire ablest counsel in the Stat<.'. It is d<iubthil if 
Historical Society. He twice re(;ei\'ed the any other New Hampshire lawyer has e\er 
honorary degree of A. M., first from the Uiii- realized so little pecuniary profit b'om so much 
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business. He kept himself poor amid a large 
practice by bis exquisite consifleration for the 
wants and means of others, and the conscien- 
tious fidelity with which he attended to every 
case. He had not the heart to troulde his 
clients with troublesome collections. 

In 1859, in accordance with the general de- 
sire of the profession, he was appointed an as- 
sociate justice of the 8ui)reiue -Judicial Court, 




HENRY A. BELLOWS. 



and in 1860 he was promoted to the chief jus- 
ticeship, which he held until his death. He 
[)roved an eminently useful judge, both at trial 
terms and law terms. Of all Ins rulings at 
nisi prhis '\t is believed that not more than 
two were reversed by liis associates. He was 
a patient listener, with a tem[)er not easily 
ruffled, and s[)ared no pains to arrive at correct 
conclusions. No litigant could have gone out 
of court without feeling that .Judge 15ellows 
had made every exertion to give his case a 
fair hearing. 

Idis opinions, contained in fourteen volumes 
of the New Hampshire Reports (33 to 52) fur- 
nish abundant evi(]ence of bis legal kuowdedge 
and judicial cajiacity : but liis ofhcial associ- 
ates alone ^\•ere aware of the full aiuoiuit and 
worth of his labors: indeed, no man tliorougiilv 



understood him as a lawyer and judge who 
had not been with him in the discussions and 
deliberations — the anxious discussions, the 
protracted deliberations — of the consultation 
room. No «-liere else as there wei-e seen his 
accurate learning and cautious judgment. He 
was reasonably tenacious of bis opinions when 
once forjued, and he hail a riglit to lie, for they 
were formc<l after the most patient investiga- 
tion and the fullest deliberation. He was not 
a rai)id worker, Ijut he had a marvelous genius 
for industry. His industry was incessant, he 
husbanded e\'ery day and hour of his life, as 
if lent him on a usury for good. 

Socially .Judge Bellows was one of the most 
delightful of men. He bad the courtly man- 
ners of the old school, but his courtesy far ex- 
ceeded the I'equirements of men of good breed- 
ing. Benevolence, kimlne.ss and universal 
charity were all stamjjed upon his countenance 
and manifested in Ins every word and action. 
Whether a lawyer or a Unitarian can Ije a 
C'lndstian is a question to which the life of 
Judge Bellows affords an empliatic answer. 
If purity, humility, willing and cheerful obedi- 
ence to the teachings of .Jesus Christ, a life in 
accordance \\'ith the spirit of the gospel, and 
a heart full of love for (lod and man, are the 
tests of Christianity, then it is safe to say that 
Judge ISellows was a Christian, and such a 
Christian as the world seldom sees. 

On Saturday, ]\Iarch 8, 1873, he finisheiJ a 
trial term at Dover and returned to his home 
in Concord, apparently in usual health. A 
slight indis})Ositiou caused a physician to be 
summoned, but no one appreliended any seri- 
ous result. On Tuesilay morning, March 11, 
it was found tliat he lurd passed away in the 
nitrlit. 



WILLIAM J. BELLOWS was born in 
Rockingham, \'t., July 3, 1817. 
His father, Major Joseph Bellows, was the son 
of Col. -losej)!) IJellows, grandson of Col. Ben- 
jamin Bellows, the founder of Walpole, N. H. 
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His mother, Mary Adams, M-as a daughter of 
Rev. Zabdiel Adams, hxte of Lunenburg, Mass., 
who was a cousin of .John Quiucy Adams. 
Among iiis kinsmen were Thomas Bellows, 
for many years sheriff of Cheshire county, N. 
H., and the late Dr. Henry W. Bellows, of New 
York, for many years pastor of All Souls 
church and also president of the Sanitary Com- 
mission during the Rebellion. 




WILLIAM J. BELLOWS. 

From 1834 to 1841 Mr. Bellows resided in 
Boston and occupied a permanent position in 
a large wholesale establislnuent. In 1841 lie 
went to Littleton, N. H., Ins present h(;me, 
and commenced the stud)' of law with his 
brother and was admitted to the Grafton county 
har in 1844. Lie then entered into ])artner- 
sliip with his brother, under the firm of IL A. 
and W. .T. Bellows, and contiiuied with him 
until 1850, during wiiich time tliey conducted 
ii very large and successful law business. h\ 
1850 his jjrother removed to Concord, N. LL, 
and William .J. continued tlie business alone 
until 1854, when he formed a partnersliip with 
the late .John Farr, which continued with a 
large practice until 1860, when it was dis- 
solved. In 1861, without solicitation on his 
part, he was appointed postmaster at Jjittletou, 



N. H., which position lie beld without objec- 
tion for seven years. 

On the breaking out of tlie war of the Re- 
bellion, not being physically able to take the 
field, but being a staunch Republican and de- 
siring to render what aid he could in sustain- 
ing the government and the integrity of the 
Union, he purchased the People's .Journal, 
published at Littleton, and devoted its pages 
■with much earuestjiess and ability to tlie ad- 
vocacy of the bhiion cause, urging a patriotic 
support of the administration without regard 
to party affiliations. At the close of the war, 
having no political ambitions, and Jjeing de- 
sirous of promoting tiie growtli of Littleton, 
to wliicli lie had always devoted much of Iris 
time, and being connected with many im- 
portant business affairs, he gradually left off 
the practice of law and devoted his time to 
those interests, and especially in aid of the 
large and important business interests in which 
his sons, William H. Bellows and George S. 
Bellows, were en'i:a<red. 



TGHN HENRY ALBIN, Concord, N. H., 
?J is the son of .Jolin and Emily (White) 
Albin, and M'as liorn in West Baudolpli, "\^t., 
(_)ctober 17, 1843. He prepared for college at 
the high scliool in Concord, N. H., and com- 
pleted a four years' course at Dartmouth, grad- 
uating therefrom in 1864, ^^'itll meiul)ership 
in the Zeta Psi fraternity. 

On leaving college Mr. Albin entered the 
law office of Hon. Ira A. Ii^astman in Concord, 
where he early displayed those qualities which 
have won for him a higii standing in tbe pro- 
fession. He was admitted to the bar in Oc- 
tolier, 1868, and in the following year Ijecaine 
a partner of .Judge Eastman under the firm 
name of Eastman & Albin, in Concord, where 
he has continued to practice to the present 
time. In December, 18()9, Samuel B. Page 
removed to Concord from Warren, N. IL, to 
Jiecomea })artuerin the Hrm, which waschanged 
to Eastman, Page & Al])in, and whicli contin- 
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ued until 1874, when it was dissolved hy 
mutual consent. iNIr. Alhin then associated 
himself with lion. :\Iason \\ . Tappan, after- 
ward attorney-general of New Hampshire, and 
after ;Mr. Tappan's death he became a jiartner 
of Nathaniel E. Martin. The firm of Alhin & 
Martin was dissolved .January 1, ],S99, and 
Mr. Albin is now practicing alone. 




JOHN H. ALBIN. 

In ]«7o Ml'. Alhin removed to Ilenruker, 
N. JI., and the next year he rejiresented that 
town in the State Legislature, serving on im- 
portant connnittees. and heing one of the lead- 
ing and most influential memljers of that hody. 
This was his third term in the Legislature, as 
he ha<l representeil the Fifth wanl of Concord 
in LS72 and 187;3. He retui-ned to ( 'onconl 
in 1891. and has since resided in that city. 
Mr. Alliin has Jteen very active in develo})ing 
and advancing the best interests of Conconh 
He was largely instrumental in l)uilding tlie 
Concord sti'eet railway, of wliich he lias coii- 
timiously l)eeii tlie pre.sideid and [irincipal 
owner, and is also president of the Sullivan 
county raili'oai], and a direi;tor of the Connec- 
ticut i;i\-erund X'ei'mont A'alley railroad i-fim- 
panies. In the Independent (,)rder of Odd 
Fellows he has long lieeji prominent and in- 



Huential, having filled all the chairs in the 
Grand Lodge of New Hampshire, and serving 
as grand rna.ster in 1879 and 1880, and subse- 
quently as grand representative to the Sover- 
eign Grand Lodge of the United States foi- 
five years, and as grand marshal of tlie latter 
body for two years. He represented the State 
of New Hampshire in the Sovereign CJrand 
Lodge at its sessions in Cinciiniati, Baltimore, 
Minneapolis and Boston, and is the author of 
tlie ritualistic work of the Patriarchs Militant, 
which is the military branch of Oddfellowship, 
and it was largely through his efforts ami in- 
fiucnce that that ritual was established. Idis 
labors in this connection have given him a 
national reputation and distinguisheil him as 
one of the foremost members of tlie order. 

As a legal adviser and advocate ]\fr. Albin 
is widely known. He is a man of acknowl- 
edged jirofessional afiility, of great sagacity and 
unquestioned integrity, of broad and accurate 
learning, and of fine scholarly attainments, 
ami lias achieved a leading position at the bar 
of his State. His o[)inioiis are received with 
respect and confidence, and have won for him 
an honoralde place at thejjarof New England. 
Endowed with an immense capacity for hard 
work, he has achieved, by his own efforts, em- 
inent success and in the threefohl cajiacity of 
lawyer, Ijusiiiess man, and citizen is highly 
esteemed. He is unassuming, a polished and 
educated gentleman, and public spirited, pa- 
triotic, and enterprising. 

Mr. All tin was married on the otli of Sep- 
tember, 1S72, to (ieorgia A, ]\fodica, dauglitcr 
of -Joseph an<l Aciisah Modica, of Idenniker. 
N. FI. They luu'e two children: Henry Alli- 
son and Edith (iertrudc, the former being now 
(1S99) a student at the Massachu.setts Institute^ 
of Technology in Boston and the latter a stu- 
dent at the Bradford (Mass.) Acailemy. 



DAVID CFOSS, LL.J)., Manchester, judge 
of probate for Hillsbrirougli county from 
ls,"j(i to 1.S74, was born in Weare, N. FL, July 
0, 1817, and is the youngest son of David 
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Cross and Olive Kimball. Ik' is a (lescondant 
of Thomas Cross, of Bradford, ]\Iass., whose 
son, Albial Cross, was l)om there, but moved 
to and died in Salem, N. II. David Cross, 
son of Alfiial, was l)orn in >Salem on June 19, 
1772, moved to Weare, N. H., and die<l there 
Mareli 7, 185(.), after a long- and useful life. 
Judge Cross's mother, Olive Kimball, \\'as tlie 
daughter of Thomas and Aliee (Lovejoy) Kirn- 
ball, of Temlji-oke, N. H., and was born June 
19, 178'2, and died April 3, 1871. She was of 
English descent, her ancestors coming to Ips- 
wich, Mass., about 16;;56. 

Judge Cross received his early education in 
the district schools of his native to\\-n. He 
taught school, and in 1834 entere<l I^enil.iroke 
Academy and afterwards studied at Hopkinton 
Academy. He was also a student at Philli].)S 
Academy, Andover, Mass., and in tlie fall of 
1837 entered Dartmouth College, from wliich 
institution he was graduated in regular course 
in 1841, witli membership in the Phi Beta 
Kappa and with an oration at commencement. 
Deciding on tlie profession of the law he studied 
in the office of ^^'illard & Raymond in Troy, 
N. Y., with Sidney Bartlett in Boston, and at 
the Harvard Law School, and in 1844 came to 
Manchester, N. H., where he has since resided. 
He was a student in the office of Hon. Daniel 
Clark for a short time, and in December of the 
same year he was admitted to the bar. 

In January, 1845, he began practice in Man- 
chester on the S[)0t where lie has evej- since 
maintained an office. His practice has been 
varied and extensive. For many years he 
argued jury cases and won a notable position 
as an advocate, although of late years he has 
not attempted this line of work. The New 
Hampshire Law Reports show a great number 
of important ca.ses in whicli lie has been en- 
gaged. He has l)een coun.sel for many corpo- 
rations, and now is the regular counsel of the 
Manche.ster Mills, the Amo.skeag Manufactur- 
ing Conji)any, the Amory Manufacturing Com- 
pany, the First National Bank, and the Aler- 
rimack River Savings Bank. lie lias had more 
cases involving tax questions and Howage 



rights than any other lawyei' in his State. 
For many years he was the t-ounsel for tlie 
Boston and Maine Railroad, and coiKhicted its 
business before the New Hampshire Legisla- 
ture wliere contests witii other railroads were 
numerous and bitterly fought. He has been 
associated as a [tartner at various times with 
Hon. Elijah M. Tojililf, Hon. Ii-a A. l]astnian, 
Hon. llenrv E. Buiaiham, and Hon. David A. 




IJAVU) CROSS. 



Taggart, and no office in tlie State foi- tlie last 
forty years lias had so many law students as his. 
He has always manifested an jnterest in all 
mattei's tending to a(l\'ance the moral and ma- 
terial intei-ests of his city and State. In 1852 
and 1853 he was city solicitor, and in 1848, 
1849, I85<i, 187(), and Ls77 he was a memlier 
of the Legislaturi' from Manchester. In 1856 
he was aiipointeil judge of proliate for Hills- 
liorough county, wliicli otKce he held till 1874. 
He was also United States pension agent for 
the district of New Ilanipsbirc from 1805 to 
1872. During all the time he held these 
oflices he continued in tlie acti\'e practice of 
law. The labor in his [)]-ofession from ]8()5to 
1872, with liis other business, was severe, yet 
he dischargcil lii.s official duties creditalily and 
lionorablv. .Judge Ci-dss was one of thr dii'cct- 
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ors, from LSo.") to IXG-'), of the Morriiniick River 
State Bank, aii<l has heen one of the directors 
and vice-president of the First National Bank 
of Manchester since its organization in 18()5 
and is now its })resident. lie lias also, since 
I'SfU, been one of tlie trustees of the ^Merrimack 
Uiver Savings liank, and is now its \'ice-presi- 
dent. 

Judge Cross is endowed with a sound phys- 
ical constitution, strong and acti\'e mental 
l)0wers, good judgment, and excellent com- 
mon sense. Add to tliese a cheerful temper, 
a cordial and engaging nnmner, and a genial 
good nature, and \\-c luu'c the secret of his 
success. Jn ]>olitics he has always lieen an 
ardent Repulilican, and M'as a delegate to the 
Baltimore (Jonvention of 1<S64 that nominated 
Lincoln and Johnson, and a memher of the 
State Constitutional ('onvention of llSSt). Jle 
is the only sui'viving memher of the first city 
government of INIanchester in 1<S4(J, when he 
represented old ward two in the Connnon 
Council. lie has hecn ]iresident of the Ilills- 
horouglj County I5ai' Association for the past 
twenty years, and was one of the foundei's and 
the first [)resident (in ls!)2) of the Sduthci'ii 
New Hampshire Bar Association. In l.siH 
Dartmouth College conferred upon him the 
honorary degree of LL.D. 

He was married in October, iSoS, to Anna, 
(^uackenbush Eastman, dauglitta- of Hon. Ira 
Allen Eastman, of Concord and later of Man- 
chester, wdiose memoir a])pears in this work. 
Cf their five cbildi'en two died in infancy. 
Clarence Eastman ( 'ross died .lamiarv 1 1. ISSl. 
being within eleven days of twenty-one years 
of age. Eh' was a member of the junior class 
in Dartmouth College, and a young man of 
much pi'omisc. lie seemed to have inherited 
from his fathei- and maternal grandfather a 
taste and abilit^y ibr the hu^-, and his character 
and talent gave high ho})e of success. Allen 
Eastman Cross, eldest <if the two sur\'i\'ing 
children, was born December 31), l.S()4, was 
graduated from Amherst College in lS,S(i and 
from Andovei' 'riicological Seminary in 18911, 
and is now pastor of a tloui'ishing Congrega- 



tional church in Springfield, Mass. Edward 
Winslow Cross, born July 21, 1875, was gradu- 
ated from the Manche.'^ter High School, from 
Phillips Andovcr Academy, and from Amherst 
College, and is now (18!:I9) a student at the 
Ilai'vard Jjaw School. 



ROBERT .1. PEASEEE, judge of the Su- 
preme Court of Ne\\- Hami)sliii'e, resid- 
ing at Manchester, was born at ^^'eare, X. II., 
September 2.'), 18G4, and is a son of Robert and 
Persis B. (Dodge) Peaslee. His boyhood was 
pa.ssed on the jjarental farm, where he acquired 
tho.se haljits of industry and studiousness that 
liave enabled him to rise, ^\Jlile still young in 
years, to a high judicial station. Receiving 
his education in Cushing Academv at iVsh- 




ROBERT J. PEASLEE. 

buridiam, and Arms Academy at Shclburne 
Falls, he took up the study of law in the office 
of Burnham it Brown, finishing in the Boston 
ITniversity Law School in 18Sti, in which ycai- 
he was a(lmitte(l as a member of the bar ami 
at once began practice in Manchester. 

Judge Peaslee's ])rf)gi'ess in his profession 
was such that he was called to the office of 
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jud.i^e of tlie Snpivnu' ('oiirt of the State of 
New Hampsliirt' in isys. 

He was marrieil on yeptember 12, 18y;], to 
Nellie D. Kimball. 



EDWIN C. EASTMAN, attorney-general 
of the State of New Hann)shire, was born 
in Grantham, N. II., November l^'i, 1S47. lie 
obtained his education in the eoiinuon seliools, 
in Kimball Union Academy at Meriden, and 
in Dartmouth College. He read \\\\\ with 
Hon. A. P. Carpenter at Bath, N. 11., and 
was admitted to the bar in LSTfi. He had al- 
ready taken an acti\'e interest in })ublit' affairs 
and in the yeai' of his admission to practice 
represented (irantliam in the State Lct;islature. 
Early in liis law practice he attained high 




EDWI.N i;. EAST.MAN. 



stamling at the bar. In ls,s9 he sci'\-eil in the 
State Senate fi-mii the Twenty-lii'st distiict. 
He served also twutci'msas solicitm- for the 
county of Rockingham, with iiiarkc(l success, 
and upon tlie (h'iitli of Hon. DaincI ISai'iiai'd 
in l.s9:i, was appointe(l attorney-genei-al of the 
State, which high olhce he still holds. 

Dui'ing his perioil of practi(/i.' Mr. Ivistman 



became widely known as a lawyer of acknowl- 
edged ability ami learning, and his practice 
was extensive and \-aried in both <'ivil and 
criuunal cases. As an ad\'ocatehe is \dgorous, 
logical and irrqiressix-e : as a counselor, h'ank, 
conser\'ative, sagacious and relial>le. In the 
legislative halls he was I'ccoguized as a,n able 
and efficient mendicr, while in his present high 
station his course has been such as to meet 
the e.\|)echitions of the State. Mr. East- 
man has resided in E.xeter since l.S7(i, and 
was the law partner of the late (}en. (blman 
Marston until the hitter's decease in l.S9(l. 
After that the firm of Eastman, Young & 
< )'Neill wasfornied,\\diieh wasdissolved in 1 S98. 
In 1.S77 Mr. Ivistman was married to Elma 
E., daughter of L. E. Dodge, ofNew]iort, N. 
H.; she died in 1.S80. in 1885 he marrie<l 
^Margie A., daughter of William W. Follinsbee. 
They have one son, Eih\-in W., and two daugh- 
ters, Helen M. and Ella F. 



CHARLES HENRY BURNS, lawyer, 
Wilton, was I)orn in Milford, N. H., -Ian- 
nary 19, Us;].'), son of Charles A. and Elizabeth 
(Hutchinson) Burns. The Burns family is of 
Scotch origin. The pioneer anct'stor, .lohn 
Burns, was born in 170(1, came to this country 
in 17.")(i, and settled in Milford in 1 74(J, whei'e 
he dicil in 17X2. His descendants h;i\-e li\'ed 
there cN'cr since. l*]li/.abeth Hutchinson traces 
hei' descent from ISai'nni'd Hutchinson, who in 
12S-_' \\;is li\'ing in ( owlan in the ('ounty of 
^'oi'k, Eaigland. Er<ini bis eldest son, .John, 
Richard Hutchinson, flic pioneer ancestor of 
jMi's. IJui'iis. was descended. Richard came to 
America ;niil settled in Salem, Mass., in Hi."!"). 
Nathan Hutchinson, a descendant of Richard, 
was one of the lii'st settlers on the territory 
within the present. I iiiiits of ?*Iilford. He was 
the g|-eat-grandfathei' of Mi's. Rums. 

The subject of thisskeich was educnt.eil in 
the c(immon schools of his native town, which 
wei'i' of an unusually high ord(.a'. He then 
attended the Ap[)leton Acaileiny in New Ips- 
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wicli, graduating in ISo-t. He read law with 
Col. 0. W. Lull ill Miltbi-d and was graduated 
from the Harvard Law School in 185)S. In 
May of the same year he was admitted to the 
Suffolk bar, and in the following Octoher was 
admitted to practice in the New Hampshire 
courts. In .January, 1859, he commenced 




CHARLES H. BURNS. 

practice in Wilton, where he has remained 
ever since, though a steadily increasing lousi- 
ness has 'necessitated his opening an ofhce in 
Nashua of late years. He has l)een connected 
with many of tlic most notalde cases tried in 
the State courts. He has l)cen one of the 
counsel in all of the extensi\'e litigation of the 
railroads of New liampshire for the last fifteen 
years. lie has Ijeeii foremost among counsel 
in the legislative controversies between rail- 
roads during the same period, \\diile lie lias 
been prosecuting attorney in the State and 
Federal courts for many years, lie has also de- 
fended successfully in several celebrated cap- 
ital cases, notaljly in State v. Brown, who was 
over eighty-four years of age, charged with 
killing his neighbor Wood, who was seventy 
years old. 

Mr. Burns is es[iecially distinguished as an 
advocate, strong, persuasive, and successful. 



Perhaps he has no superior in the State as a 
polished and brilliant platform orator. Al- 
though firmly attached and wedded to his pro- 
fession, he is a man of scholarly tastes, and 
has, on important occasions, delivered addresses 
upon a variety of subjects, many of which 
have been published. He gave the address at 
the dedication of the Miller Park, which was 
an interesting account of the life and achieve- 
ments of (leneral Miller, the hero of Lundy's 
Lane ; an address at the dedication of the 
Soldiers' and Sailors' monument at Nashua; 
an address upon Matthew Thornton at the 
dedication of the Thornton monument ; the 
Centennial addi'ess at Milford, his native town, 
tlie address at the laying of tlie corner stone 
of the Milford town Iiouse ; at the dedication 
of the town hall at Greenville; at the dedica- 
tion of the Masonic Ijuilding at Wilton, and 
many other addresses. He has one of the 
finest law and general libraries in New Hamp- 
shire. In politics he has been a Repuljlican 
since the organization of the party. His father 
was a strong worker in the anti-slavery move- 
ment, and the son early evinced an interest in 
public affairs. For years he has been one of 
the party's ablest orators. ITe has delivered 
speeches in hotly contested elections on many 
occasions from the same platform with Blaine, 
Garfield, Governor Long, Fred Douglass, and 
many otlier distinguished men, in Maine, 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and elsewhere. 
In 1864 and 1865 he was elected treasurer of 
Hillsborough county, in 1873 and 1879 he 
was a member of the State Senate, serving 
both terms as chairman of the judiciary com- 
mittee, (iovernor Cheney appointed him so- 
licitor for Hillsl)orough county in 1876, and 
he was twice re-elected to that office. He was 
a delegate to tlie ( 'incinnati National Conven- 
tion of the Republican i)arty in 1876, I'epre- 
senting New Hampshire on the committee on 
resolutions. He presided over the Republican 
State Convention in 1878, making a strong 
speech against the greenback craze, which at- 
tracted national attention. In 1879 he was 
made judge advocate-general on the start' of 
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Governor Head. He was a})poiiite(l United 
States district attorney for New Hampshire in 
1881 and 1885. Although he had not entered 
the fiehl as a candidate, he had strong sujiport 
in the senatorial contest of 1<SK3. He is a 
rnemher of the New Hann)shire Historical 
Society and the New England Historical and 
Genealogical Society: an AI. iV. of Dartmouth ; 
and a thirty-second degree iNIason. He is 
president and director in several banks. Mr. 
Burns married, .January U), 1856, Sarah N. 
Mills, of Milford. Of their eight children thur 
are living, two sons, and two daughters. One 
son, Charles A., is in business, and the other, 
Ben E.,a member of the Suffolk Ijar, and prac- 
ticint: in Boston. 



WILLIAM BURNS, of Lancaster, New 
Hamp.shire, was born at Hebron, 
Grafton county, N. H., April 25, 1821. His 
father, Robert Burns, as the name indicates, 
was descended from Scottish ancestry, and 
was one of the most prominent physicians of 
the State and a representative in the Fedi'ral 
Congress ; he dieil at an advanced age in Plym- 
outh . 

William Burns prepared for college at the 
academies of Plymouth and New Hampton, 
and entered Dartmouth College at the age of 
sixteen years, graduating with the class of 
1841. Having determined to pursue the pro- 
fession of law, he entered the office of Judge 
Leonard Wilcox, of Orford, passed tln-ough the 
Harvard Law School, graduating in iSd:]. 
His fir.st practice was in Littleton, N. H., but 
in May, 1846, lie removed to Lancaster, where 
he remained a prominent figure until his death 
on the 2d of April, 1885. 

Mr. Burns was happily endowed by nature 
not alone for the exacting duties of the [iro- 
fession to which he Jjelonged, but also for the 
responsibilities of the many i)Ositions to which 
he was subsequently apijointed or electt'd. 
Governor Williams gave liiin his fir.st appoint- 
ment upon his personal staff with the I'ank of 



colonel in 1847. i''rom the same official he 
received also an ap[)ointment to the office of 
solicit(.)r of Coos county. In 1854 he passed 
through a serious railroad collision in which 
he nearly lost his life and from the effects of 
which he never fully recovered; but his pub- 
lic life continued with scarcely an interruption. 
lie served in tlie State Senate in 1856 and 
1JS57, having been elected from the Twelfth 
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district, and was nominated by his party for 
Congress in 1859, 1,S61, and l.S6;5. In 1876 
he was a memlier of tlie Constitutional Con- 
vention, in wdiich his wise and conservative 
judgment and sound legal learning were highly 
respected. In that year (1876) Mr. Burns re- 
linf|uished active practice on account of fail- 
ing health, although he was afterwanls coun- 
sel in many important cases. As a lawyei- 
Mr. Burns was an incessant woi'ker and when 
lie ajipeared in a case, was always fully })re- 
panMl td meet every issue in the interest of his 
client. Personally he was a man whom it 
was a. ])lea,sure to meet. His courtesy and 
kindliness were neverfailing. 

Mr. Burns married in 1844, Clementine J]., 
daughter of Lyman and I*]stlier (Bugbee) 
Hayes, of Orford, X. II. 
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/^^IIARLEy BENJAMIN (iAFNP]Y was 
\^ bom at Os^;i[iee, N. II., Septemlter 17, 
184-';.' Hf was an only cliiM and lie was left 
an (iiplianat the death of liis mother wlien he 
was a l)oy of only four years. As an orphan 
boy, however, he found sincere friends among 
the good country folk of his native and adjoin- 
ing towns, forming friendships which in his 
later and successful years, he never forgot. 
Among his staunch friends was his guai'dian, 
Sanborn B. (Jartci', es(|., of ( )ssipee, then one 
of the leading members of the bar of ( 'arroll 
county. lie \\as under the care of an aunt 
for a time, and from the age of eleven to four- 
teeji li\-ed at the home of Jacol) Ballard, of 
Waketi(dd. His inlici'itancc consisted pi'inci- 
pally of a strong ])hysique. a generous, noble- 
hearted disposition and a \ivacious tempera- 
ment. 

He \\'as educated at the public schools in 
Ossipee, at tlie academies in Sanih\ich. X. II., 
and Lebanon, Me. lie then pui'sued the study 
of law under the tutorage (jf ^Iv. ('arter, his 
guardian, and \\\X\\ Hon. (diaries \\ . Wood- 
man, of Dover. 

Although less than eigliteen yeai's of agc' 
when the Civil war bi'okt' out, he was early to 
enli.st. On .Se[)teml)er 27. Is()2, he was em'olled 
in Company A, l.'ith N. II. \'ols., under the 
coimnanil of William (rrantman. He was en- 
listed by -lohn W. Sanljiii-n. w ho was acting as 
I'ecruiting iitticer. with whom he then tbrnied 
an acfjuaintancc wdiich i-ipene(l into friendship, 
wdiich friendship endured dui'inn his life. lb- 
was mustei'cil into the sei'\'ice as second lii'U- 
tenant. He w^as promoted to be Hi'st lieuten- 
ant June 1, Isii.'S. He participated in battles 
at l-'redericksburg, I>i'ury's Blufl', (^'old Ibutxjr, 
and in numerous other iinpoiJant engagements, 
and was seriousl\' winnided at the Ijattle of 
Petersliurg, June l-l. LSCJ. b)- a minie ball 
which he carried in his thigh for seventeen 
years. 

\\dien bis ^\■ounlj had partially healed he 
I'eturnei] to the front and wasaiile to (lenei-als 
lioulston and Mc('ullom of the bii-st I)i\isi(in, 

' Prepared for this work by Luslie P Sdmw. 



iMghteentli Army Corps, and to (ieneral Kip- 
ley of the First Brigade, Thii'd Division, 
d'wenty-fourth Army Corps. On May 30th, 
1x65, he was commissioned captain for gallant 
conduct and .so mustered out at the close of the 
war. 

Although constantly reminded of his mili- 
tary experiences by the presence of this wound 
for so many years, he seldom talked of his 
military exploits except in some jocose way. 
Notwithstanding his ci-editable record as a sol- 
ilier he nevej' spoke boastingly of it. He often 
expressed no little contempt for those, who, 
lun'ing performed little service for their coun- 
ti'v, sought preferment by great claims of loy- 
alty. 

At the close of the war he accepted a posi- 
tion as clei-k in the Treasuiy Department at 
Washington. There be formed the fiiendship 
of Hon. A. H. Cragiii, then senator, and Jacol> 
II. Fla, a congressman from this State, and 
many otbei- other eminent public men, gaining 
niucdi valuable experience which was of p)]-ac- 
tical value to him later in lifV'. He served for 
se\-eral ycai's as clerk of the Naval Committee 
of r. S. Senate, of wdiich Senator Cragin was 
(Jiairman. 

During this period he i)ursued his studv of 
law at tlie Coluird)ian Law School and was 
graduated from that institution in LSljS. By 
i-eason of tin- fi'icndship foi'meil with Hon. 
•biciib II. I'jia became to Pfochester in 1S71, 
and formed a ccjpartnersbi}) with Joseph H. 
Woi'ccster foi- the practice of the law, for the 
next two years di\dding bis time between Rocli- 
estci' and Washington. After ls7:) he gave 
his ex(dusi\-e attention to the ])ractice of Ins 
]irof(_'ssion until January, l.s'XI, when be ac- 
ccpteil the position of secretary to Hon. Frank 
Jones, president fjf the Boston and ^fainc Kail- 
i'<.iad, and spent the most of his time until 
October, ]S!);], in Boston. He then returned 
to the practice of his jn'ofession, and in Mav, 
lS9(i, was apjiointed juilge of probate for Straf- 
ford county, wdiich position he held until bis 
death. The wi'iter was associated with him 
in the practice of the law after l.st.)-'!. 



BfOGRA PHIC. I L. —NE W HA MPSHIRE. 



31 



He was twice married. His first wife was 
i\Iary Ellen (.Traut, of (.)ssipee. Slie was an 
invalid and great sufferer many years ]>ri<ir to 
her death in 18X8. Mis seeond wife was Ma 
A. Peavey, of Farmington. She, too, for the 
last few years suffered from ill-healih. He 
was very fond of liome life and the (doud of 
siel<ness rested heavily u[ion liiiii. Hut amidst 
it all liis Icind and patient eliet'rfulness was 
well wortliy of remarl< and emulation. Witli- 
in eiglit days of liis deatli, and on tlie hist ihw 
he was ahle to sit u[>, against the ad\'iees of 
lii.s physicians and friends, lie lielil hisregulai' 
term of Prohate Court. 

He showed u^ueh interest in secret orders, 
and especially in Masonry. He was I'aised a 
Master Mason liy tlie ('liai-tcr < )al< Lo(lgc of 
Masons at Effingliam, X. H., on tlie ilay lie 
became t\\'enty-one years ofage. He was made 
a Knight Templar in the W'asliington iMicamp- 
nient ; took the Scottisli Rite degi'ces of Masoiir\' 
to the 32d at Xasliua, N. H., heiiig a memliei' 
of the Edward A. Raymond ( 'ousistory. He 
was line of tlie chai-ter iiieiijhers of Temple 
C'hajiter, Royal Arch Masons, and liecaiue a 
memljer of Palestine Commandery of Kniglits 
Templar upon its estalilishment at Roidiestci-. 

lie was a rnemlier of the Kcniieily Lodge, 
I. (.). < ). F., at Rocdicster. and a iiiciiihci' of the 
(Jrder of ElIsS at I)o\'er. In militai'y oi'dci's 
he lielonged to Sampson I'ost, (i. A. R., and 
\\'as a rneiidjer of the ^hissaidiusetts ('nmmaiiil- 
ery of the Loyal Legion. 

Asiile from his professional iluties, he found 
time to devote to husiness entei-pi-ises. He 
was the principal owner and tieasurci' of the 
A. L. Hodson Co., \\dii(di did a lai-gc husiness 
in the manufacture and sale of Juiuhei-. His 
well recognized practical mind and iiieth<idical 
husiness haliits lirought to him the liandling 
of lunnerous trust estates. He took an acti\'e 
part and was one of the prim-ipal movers in 
tlie organization, ]"eorga,nization and manage- 
ment of numeirjus large (.■oi'porations, iii(dud- 
ing Ijanks, liankiug companies, watei' works 
companies, lighting companies, iusui'ance coiii- 



pain'es, and liusiiu'ss coi'poi-af ions, too immei'- 
ous for mention at this place. 

He \\'as (derk of the Mniicliester and Law- 
rence Railroad: lie was one of the trustees of 
the Norway I'laiiis Savings Hank; a director 
of the liochester A<|ueduct Co., Rocdiester 
Loan and Hanking Co., I'ortsmoutli T. and C. 
(.'o., W'olfhoro Loan and Hanking ( 'o., (iraiiite 
State I'Tre Insurance ('o., Laconia ('aiA'o., as 
reornanizeil. 
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As a trial lawyer and ad\()cate Mr. (iafuey 
was a distinguished meuihei- of the har in 
Southern New Hampsliii-e. I'ntil liis last 
si<dcness Ijcgan to come upmi him in flie eai'ly 
part of l.S9(i he was a husy man in liis pi'o- 
fession, and i.aijoyeil a practice i-emunei-ati\'e 
he\'ond the a\'(.'rage attorneys of the State. 

He was by teiiiperameiit and disposition 
es[ieciall\' ailapteil to the |)racticeol hisidiosen 
professi(.in. No(.)iie knew human nature hettel' 
than he, and he seemeil to understand if. with- 
out stuily. He read a man's (diai'acter and 
disposition .almost hy intuition. He was the 
(pii(d<est man to gras|) the fads in a case I e\-er 
saw. With a few i|uestions lie got at llie\dlal 
points. Endoweil with a (dea i\ pi'aet i<-al mind 
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and with (juiek |ierceptio7i, Iji'oadened Ijy ex- 
perience, the salient points seemed to come 
within the horizon of his vision before others 
could see them. 

Having gathered the facts he was as fertile 
in his expedients by way of remedy. With 
an inventive mind trained by a long experience 
with men iuid affairs, full of resources, lie 
seemed at once to be able to suggest the way 
out of a dilficult situation. His quick com- 
prehension of both the facts and the reme<ly 
seemed to l^e alike intuiti\'e. 

His independence and iutegrity won for liim 
the confidence and patronage of business peo- 
ple. He attained especial distinction in his 
profession from his association with large in- 
terests, and it was in this that ids wisdom as 
a counselor, his sound judgment and his fidel- 
ity to his friends gave him a [)restige amojig 
the leading men of the State. His especial 
strength in these larger affairs lay in Ins great 
tact and executive ability. '^I'he confidence of 
his associates and clients in tliesc qualifications 
led all parties interested to seek and to give 
heed to his suggestions. 

Punctuality «'as a cardinal rule \\'ith him. 
What he had to do lie wanted done right, ami 
wanted to know that it was completed. Full 
of courage and hope he brought eiitliusiasm 
and zeal into every cause he undertook, and 
was thorougiily devoted to his clients' interest. 

Endowed with a commanding presence, he 
was a forcible S})caker; truly eloquent in a 
cause which enlisted liis symjjathies, l)ut re- 
lentless in his arraignment of his victim «'lien 
he scented wrong or oppression. He liad a 
way of saying things that coiudnced one that 
what he said he meant, and tliat what he pro- 
fessed he Ijelieved ami felt. At all times he 
was a strong man, wifli an earnestness that 
carried conviction — vigorous in his language, 
sometimes homely but always pertinent in his 
illustrations, witli occasionally a story earnestly 
or amusingly told to fit flie case. 

In his jiolitics he was Republican, and lie 
was chosen unanimously by liis associates as a 
delegate to the last National (.V)nvention. 



He had a sympathetic heart an<l was well 
known as a iiublic siurited citizen. He was 
always generous towards individuals and char- 
ital)le oltjects that needed his aid. If he was 
satisfied an eleemosynary object was worthy, 
his giving was spontaneous, and he didn't need 
to l>e solicited. 

He manifested great regard for the people 
not only of the towns of his nativity and early 
residence, Ossipee and Wakefield, but for Car- 
roll county as a whole. He did many acts of 
charity in his lifetime, and left the residue of 
his estate for the benefit of the people of his 
native county. 

No one had a better friend than Charles B. 
(iafney, and his friendship was invaluable to 
one whom he liked. He was very strong in 
his likes and dislikes. He was especially kind 
and considerate to tlie younger members of the 
legal profession. He seemed to welcome an 
opportunity to administer good, wholesome 
advice, and his earnest, good wislies seemed to 
lie pervaded with a feeling of genuine good 
will. Professional envy and jealousy found 
no lodgment in his heart. 

Briefly sunnning up his characteristics, he 
was a man of good native intellect and strong 
common sense, endowed with an exccUeirt 
memory and ready wit that always hit the 
mark ; with honesty and industry as control- 
ling principles of his conduct and fidelity to 
friends ; a man impatient of delay, zealous in 
all his undertakings, detesting affectation or 
sham, having a heart overflowing with gener- 
osity and strong human kindness, — such a man 
as is justly honored in life and lamented in 
death. 



HARRY (lENE SARGENT, Concord, 
city solicitor since 1.S87, is the son of 
Samuel Merrill Sargent and Cyrene Mitchell 
and a lineal descendant of William Sargent, 
liarrister-at-law in London, England. William 
Sargent was liorn in 1(302, became a midship- 
man in tlie British navv, and in 1614 .sailed 
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with Captain Joliii Siiiitli to Jainestowii in 
Virginia. From tbciv lie (.■ame to ?\[as.>^aelui- 
setts, his name appearing- in the colony recordw 
as eaiiy as 163.j. From him descended a long- 
line of Sai'gents, many of whom have iiguved 
conspicuously in the civil, military, and pro- 
fessional history of New England. 

Harry G. Sargent was l)orn in PittsKeld, 
N. H., Septeinl.)er ;](), 18.")!:), hut while a l)oy 
moved with his parents to Hooksett and after- 
wards to Concord, where lie received his pub- 
lic school education. (iradoating frora the 
Concord High School in ISTS, he at once lie- 
gan the study of law in that city in the office 
of W. T. & H. F. Norris, and in 1S78-.S0 took 
a course of lectures at the Boston University 
Law School. < )u returning to Concord he re- 
sumed his stuilies in the otfice of -Jolni Y. 
Mugridge, and remained with him until his 
admission to the har in August, issl. Since 
then he has Ijeen actively and successfully en- 
gaged in the [)ractice of liis profession in Con- 
cord. At first, and fur several years, he jirac- 
ticed alone. In July, 1.S9.'!, he formed a co- 
partnership with Henry F. Hollis, and in l.S9(i 
Edward C. Niles was aihnitted to the firm 
uniler tlie name of Sargent, JdoUis ifc Xiles. 
Mf. Hollis withdrew Decemher f, 1898. ami 
the firm was cliauged to its present style of 
Sargent & Xiles, Thomas H. ]\Lidigan, jr., 
being connected with said firm. 

Mr. Sargent's legal career has been a lu'il- 
liant one. He soon gained a high standing 
at the Merrimack county bar, jjoth as a coun- 
selor and advocate. From .January, I88;j, to 
January, 1887, lie was county solicitor, ami 
since their he has held the oHice of city solici- 
tor of Concord, discharging its duties to the 
entire satisfaction of the community, and win- 
ning for himself a wide reputation for ability 
and skill. In jjrief, he is one of the alilest 
lawyers in New Flarnpshire, and is well known 
outside of the State. He has had an extensive 
practice before legislati\'e committees as well 
as in the State and United States courts, being- 
associated with General Wayne ^lac Veagli as 
counsel for Austin Corbin, of New York, be- 



foi-e a committee of tlic Legislature, making a 
powerful argument in the New liainpshire 
House of Rejiresentatives in o])position to the 
Mount Washington bill in 1891, and being 
counsel for Coe it Pingree in suits brought in 
theStateand United StatesCircuit Courts which 
involved the title to the siniimit of Mount 
Wasliington. He also argut'd in the Su})remc 
Court the matter relating to the State's inter- 
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est ill the Concord Kailroad. These are a few 
of the important cases with which Mr. Sargent 
has lieen connected ; many others might be 
mentioned as equally important, and illustra- 
ti\'e of the consummate skill and a])ility wdiich 
ha\'e conspired to make him oiu' of the recog- 
nized leaders of the bar of his section. He is 
a member of the l)ars of the United States 
Circuit (Jourt and of the United States Circuit 
(Jourt of Appeals, and has argued several im- 
portant cases before Ijotli r)f these triliunals. 
(Jutside of his })rofessioii Mr. Sargent is and 
has been very infiuential. He is a trustee of 
tlie PillsJniry General Ibisjiital of Concord, 
president of the Concord Snow-shoe (Jlub, a 
trustee of the Protestant E}iiscopal church of 
New Haiii[)shi]'e, a member i>f the Passacon- 
awav CJub of Concord, and a leading factor in 



34 



THE JUDICIARY AND THE BAR OF NEW ENGLAND. 



several other cliaritaljle ami soeial organiza- 
tions. He is one of tlie most jjiihlie spirited 
of eitizeus, energetic, |ii'ogressi\'e, and patriotic, 
and in every ea[)acity is liigiily respected and 
esteemed. He is also a niend)erof Rumford 
Lodge, I. 0. (). F., of the Wonolancet Club of 
Concord, and of the Southern New Hamp- 
shire Bar Association. 

Mr. Sargent was married on the 14th of 
December, l<S<Sl, to Elizabeth Dudley, daugh- 
ter of Hubliard T. and Antoinette ((iordon) 
Dudley, of Concijrd, X. IT. 'Iliey have one 
daughter, ^Nlaryaret Dudley Sargent. 



WH^LTAM F. NASON, member of the 
bar and ex-rnayorof the city of Doyer, 
Kew Hampshire, was born on Noyem]>er -!2, 
1857, in Sandford, York couidv, Maine, and is a 
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son of .Joseph '\ . Nason, and Susan F>. (Frost) 
Nason. After the usmil period of attendanc<' at 
the ]>ublic schools, Mr. Nason finished his ed- 
ucation at South l](.'r\\'ick ami Kenneliunk, 
Me., and began the study of law in his native 
State, hnishing with Hon. ISuel ( '. ('arter, in 
Wolfboi'i., N. II. He was admitted to the 



Maine liar in 1.S79, and in the same year was 
accepted as a partner with Mr. Carter; the 
latter retii'cd from the tirm in lX«o. 

Mr. Nason was naturally endowed for the 
profession of the law, and during the twenty 
years since he began pi'actice, has steadily ad- 
vanced toward the front rank. His active 
and intelligent interest in public affairs, and 
the confidence reposed in him Ijy the people, 
led to his early election to positions of trust. 
He was elected city solicitor of Dover in 1883 
anil served with marked ability seven years. 
In l.S8(j he was elected to the New Ham})sliire 
Legislature, and served on the committee on 
judiciary and the committee on elections. In 
1892 he was elected county solicitor, and re- 
elected in 1.S94 and 1896. In these legal 
positions Mr. Nason was zealous and fearless 
in the service of the community and earned 
the commen<lation of tlie puldic. 

Ml'. Xason's public spirit and unselfish ef- 
forts for the prosperity of his adopted city have 
been recently fully recognized in his election 
to the office of mayor of the city in 1M95 and 
his re-election in 1896, i,\'hile still less than 
forty years of age. 



WILLIS (iEOHCE P.UXT(^N, Pen- 
acook (town of J^oscawen), is the 
son of Daniel ^\. an.l AbJjie A. (Whitaker) 
I)Uxton, and was born in Henniker, N. II., 
August 22, I.Sol). He was educated at the 
('linton ( irove and New London Academies 
in his native State, and reail law with Brooks 
K. W'eliher, of Hillsborough Ijridge, and at 
the ISoston FniNcrsity La w Scliofd, from \\dnch 
he was graduateil \\\i\\ the degree of LL.B. in 
June, 1879, being admitted to the Xe^^■ Ilamp- 
shii'e bar at Concord in Mai'cb of the same 
year. lie began the practice of his profession 
at Hillsborough Ijridge as a partner of Samuel 
W. IFilman, but ni the fall of 18.S2 removed 
to Fenacook in the town of Bosca«'en, in Mer- 
rimack county, where he has since been located, 
and \\here he was associated with Hon. Ne- 
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hemiah Butleruiitil tliolattcr'sileatli in Aueust, 
1S83. .Since then he has practiced alone. 
Mr. Buxton has l)uilt up a large and successful 
husiness. In a numltcr of important cases he 
has displayed great ability, a hroad and ac- 
curate knowledge of the hu\-, and high legal 
(jualifications, which have won for him a rec- 
ognized leadership. 




WILLIS G. IJUXTON. 



Mr. Buxton is a leailing Bepuhlicau, and 
for several years has sci-ved on tlie ];e})ul.)lican 
State committee. In the town of I5osca\\en 
he has l>een very acti\'e and inttuential, pai'- 
ticipiating in many important inovements for 
local public improvements, and ser\'ing as 
to\\'n ti'easurer and as a member of the Scliool 
Board. He still holds the former office, ser\'- 
ing his eleventh term. lie represented his 
town in the lower house of the New Hamp- 
shire Legislature in 1S9.0, and as chairman of 
the committee on elections and memlx'r of the 
committee on the i'evisif)n of tlie statutes j-en- 
dered valuable service ajid aililed to a rejiuta- 
tion already well established. In 1«97 he was 
a member of the State Senate from the nintli 
district, and served with distinction as chair- 
man of the judiciary committee. He was also 
a prominent member of the State Constitutional 



(.'on\-en(ion of iSSi), and is now (1S99) secre- 
tary of the New Hampshire Orphans' Home, 
located at Franklin, a member of the Odd 
I'^dlows, a member and past master of Horace 
Chase Lodge, V. &. A, M., of I'cnacook, and a 
jnembcr of Mount Jb)reb Coiiimandery, K. T., 
of (Vincord. He is an attendant at the Con- 
gregational church, and a public spii'ited, en- 
terprising citizen. 

Mr. Buxton was mai'ricd .hine 4, IS.S4, to 
Miss Martha .]. Llanders, danghterof \\'inthiT)p 
l>. and Harriet (Lo\'ering) Llaiidci's, fif Lena- 
cook. They have had one daughter, (Jrace 
Harriet, who died December li:^, LS97. 



TAMLS A. EIXILKLY, son of .James and 
C_J Nancy H. ( W'cilgwuud) Ivlgerly, was fiorn 
in Wolfhorougb, X. 11., (in the loth day of 
May, LS4(i : \\'as educated at the [lublic schools 




JAMES A. KDCI'KI.Y. 

and at the Woll'boi'ough and Tuftonborough 
iVcademy; lived upon bis father's farm in 
Wolfhorougb until twenty yeai'S of age. then 
removed to Great Falls, now Sonu'i'sworth, N. 
H., where he now icsiilcs. After teaching 
school for several years, he studied law in the 
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office of Williiun J. (_'oi)elaii(l, and was admit- 
ted to the Htraftbrd county l)ai' in 1S74, and at 
once became a partner of Mr. ( 'opeland, under 
the firm name of Copeland & Edgerly, wliich 
partnersfiip continued until tlie deatli of Mr. 
Copeland, August 1, 1X86. 

Mr. Edgerly was a memlxn- of the New 
Hampshire Legislature in 1<S8:3, and again in 
1885. Was a candidate for S[ieakcr in 1885, 
l)Ut withdrew l)efore the caucus in favor of 
Hon. P]dgar Aldrich, who was sulise(|uently 
nominated and elected. He was also State 
senator in 1895-96 and chairman of the judi- 
ciary committee during his term. Since tliat 
time he has devoted himself exclusively to his 
profession. He has been attorney for the 
Boston and Maine Railroad since 1882, ami 
has a large practice in this State and Western 
Maine. As a, criminal lawyer he has had an 
extensive practice, having been engaged in the 
defense of fifteen murder cases, some of them 
lieing among the most celebrated trials in this 
part of the country. His law library is said 
to be the largest private lilirary in the State, 
and he also has a large collection of rare his- 
torical works. He was married to Annie A. 
Wood, November 19, 1874. She died, .June 
■24, 1898. He was married to Alice M. Ahlwtt, 
■January 3, 1900. lie has no childi-en. 



JOHN \j. SPRINC, one of the prominent 
memJjers of the (Trafton, X. H., liar, was 
born at Newport, N. H., January 14, 18;]0. 
He is a son of .Jolni C. and Lorena A. (Jacpiith) 
Spring, grandson of .Josiali V. and I^etscy 
(Chirk) Spring, and great-grandson of (Jonyerse 
and Mary Spring, Converse Spring having 
been a native of Watertown, Mass., who in 
1780 moved to Peterboro, N. IL, })urchasing a 
farm. He resided there until his <leatli Api-il 
13, 1812. 

.John L. Spring laiil the foundation of his 
education in the public schools and having 
determined to follow the profession of law, he 
entered the office of Hon. C. W. ^\'oodman and 



Hon. Thomas -J. Wentworth, both of Dover, 
N. H. He was admitted to the bar in 1860, 
and aftei' practicing a year in Wilton, moved 
to Milford, where he remained in active prac- 
tice nine years. In 187(1 he settled perma- 
nently in Lebanon, N. H., where for the past 
thirty years and more he has been a leading 
member of his profession, a public spirited cit- 
izen and identified with the ga'owth and pro.s- 




JOHK L. SPRING. 

perity of liis adopted town. He has always 
shown a zealous interest in public and political 
att'airs and has been active in the councils of 
the Jvepuljlican party, receiving in return many 
e\'idences of the confidence of the people througli 
appointment and election to positions of re- 
sponsibility. He was a member of the Con- 
stitutional Con\'ention of 1876, was elected to 
flu; House of ]!ei)resentatives in 1891 and re- 
elected in 1893 and 1895, serving during each 
of these sessions as a mend )er of the Committee 
on .Judiciai'v. In tlie various deljates of these 
ti'rms he took an active and infiuential part, 
aiding in the passage of many important meas- 
ures, and watching with jealous care the rights 
of the people. 

Mr. Spring is an lionoi'ed menrber of jjotli 
the Masonic and (3dd Fellows orders, lieing a 
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Royal Arch Mason and serving- four years as 
grand representative in the Sovereign Grand 
Lodge of Odd Fellows of tlie United States. 
In 1875 he was honored hy Dartmouth (.'ollege 
with the degree of Master of Arts. 

jNIr. Spring is distinguished for his natural 
force of character, f^road general information, 
and sound judgment on the imjiortant issues 
of the day. His counsel has during many 
years been fre(iuently sought outside of his 
profession, where large public and private in- 
terests were at stake. As a lawyer he stands 
among the foremost in the State. 

On ]\rarch 1, 11S56, Mr. Spring niarrie<l Ellen 
]\I., daughter of William Fountain and l']liza- 
l)eth, Ills wife, of ^loriah, X. Y. : Mrs. Spring 
died November 9, 1S99. 

]Mr. Spring has four children : Arthur Lang- 
don Spring, a successful hn\yer in Boston; 
Clarence Walter Spring, a prosperous physi- 
cian in Fitchburg, ^lass.; .John Ivolland S[iring, 
a student in liSoston University Law School; 
all are graduates of ])artmoutli College and 
unmarried; Carrie S. Clark, wife of Charles S. 
Clark, of Washington, D. C.; they ha\-e one 
ilaughter, Marrian S. Clark. 



ate studies he entered the oflice of Sargent & 
Chase, one of tlie lea<hng law firms in Con- 
cord, N. JL, composed of Jlon. J. Everett Sar- 
gent, late chief justice of the New Hampshire 
Supreme Coui't, and LLm. William M. Chase, 
wow an associate justice of that bench. Mr. 
Walker remained with them till his admission 
to the bar in August, 1S7«, when he began 
acti\'e practice in Concord, where he has since 




KKUBEN E. WALKER. 



REUBEN EUGENE WALKER, Con- 
cord, son of Al)iel and Mary (Powers) 
Walkei', was born in Lowell, Mass., Feljruary 
15, 1851. He received his pre]iaratory educa- 
tion in the public schools of Warner, N. H., 
where the family has li\'ed for more than one 
hundred years, and at (.'olby Academy in New 
London, and was graduated from Brown Uni- 
N'ersity in 1875. While a student at the latter 
institution he exhibited markeil intellectual 
ability and stood high in his class, which in- 
cluded such men as ^Vinslow Upton, professor 
of astronomy at Brown; Benjamin Ide Wheel- 
er, president of the University of (Jalifornia ; 
Hon. David Baker, of Kingston, R. L; and 
Hon. Albert D. Bosson, of Chelsea, Mass. 

Mr. Walker's tastes and inclinations were 
for the law, and upon completing his collegi- 



acquired an extensive clitaitage. He was a 
j)artnei' ()f Roljert A. Ray umler the firm name 
of Ray A: ^\'alker for six years, or until al)Out 
11S,S4, and after that he pi-acticed alone till 
April, Ls91, \\-lien he formed a })artnership 
with Fraid< S. Strceter, as Streeter ct Walker. 
Lhis Hrm was soon changed to Streeter, ^^'alker 
ct Chase, and was in tvn'u succeeded in .Jan- 
uary, LS9(), by the jtresent Hrni of Streeter, 
Walker k Hoi lis. 

As a lawyer and advocate Mr. A\'alker has 
achieved prominence at tlie bar, and among 
both the older and younger membiM's of the 
[irofession is recogni/X'd as an ablean<l talented 
man. Possessed of accurate knowledge of the 
law, of great industi-y, and of sound judgment, 
he has the capacity for executing an irmncnse 
amount of hard woi-k. He is a power ])efore 
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a court and jury, a safe adviser, and a clear, 
concise, and logical s}>eaker. His legal learn- 
ing covers a wide I'ange of jurisprudence. 
Chief Justice Doe died March 9, 189(i, and 
after his death Mr. Walker prepared and wi'ote 
the opinions in his unfinished cases, having 
performed similar work for other Supreme 
Court judges who liad retired from the Ijench 
or had lieen incapacitated. The opinions thus 
prepared were in every instance examined and 
approved hy one or more of the surviving jus- 
tices. He is also one of the authors of " Ray 
tt ^^'alker'sNew Hampshire Citations," a \\'ork 
of note and importance. These and various 
other productions of his pen show marked lit- 
erary aljility as well as Ijroad legal learjiing 
and judicial acumen, and have added to a 
reputation whicli already graceil the l)arof the 
State. 

]\Ir. AValker has also taken a prominent part 
in public life, and though modest and unassum- 
ing has filled several important positions with 
great credit. He was county solicitor of Mer- 
rimack county in 181S9 and 1890, and in 1895 
represented the Sixth ward of Concord in the 
New Hampshire Legislature. In }iolitics he 
is an ardent Repul>lican. 

He was married on the I8tli of .June, ls95, 
to Mary p]lizabeth Brown, ilaughter of Lowell 
Brown, of Concord, N. II., and tliey have one 
daughter, Bertha May. 



GILMAX MAUSTOX, Exeter, X. II.. law- 
yer, solilicr, statesman, was Ijorn August 
20, 1811, and died at Exeter, .July ;;, l.s9(). 

At the obsequies of Ceneral Marston were 
many men of eminence from a distance, anx- 
ious to iionor the memory of their friend and 
contemporary. C)f his career as a lawye]' it is 
eminently fitting to here ])lace ui)Oii a perma- 
nent record the tribute paid to him on that 
occasion by lion. Charles H. Ikdl, with slight 
abridgment: 

Born and educated in a distnnt i)art of the 
State, ami })repared for his profession else- 



where, he came to Exeter in 1841 without 
relatives or friends here to help him in busi- 
ness, and with but a single acquaintance. He 
had little capital jjeyond a vigorous constitu- 
tion, a good education and a determination to 
succeed. The legal business of the county ^vas 
generally in the hands of lawyers of character 
and ability, well estajjlished and possessing 
the confidence of the comnmnity. It was no 




OILMAN MARSTON. 

easy task for a Iieginner, and a stranger, to work 
his way U[iward in competition with such men 
as -lames Bell, Amos Tuck and .John S. Wells, 
of Exeter, Iclialiod Bartlett, Le\'i Woodbury 
ami James \\'. Emery, of Portsmouth, and 
Daniel M. Christie, of Dover. But he had un- 
daunted coui'age and confidence, and set hearti- 
ly to work. And so great were liis industry, 
enei'gy and zeal, that ere long he satisfied the 
coui't, the bar and the pul)lic that lie was en- 
titled to a place among the foremost. Each 
year as it went I)y then jjrought him new ac- 
cessions of l)usiness and of reputation ; and the 
last score of years of his life he was without a 
I'ival in southeastern Xew Hampshire, and 
without a superior in the entire State. 

Wliat were the iiualities which enabled him 
to gain his conspicuous })Osition'.^ ^\'as he gift- 
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ed witli abnormal nu'iital eiidowiiients — an in- 
stinctive coniprehensitin of k'!j,al principk's — a 
fountain of s})ontaneons convincing eloquence'.^ 
Far from it. He possessed talents, but tbev 
were solid ratber tban ]:>rilliant. An intellect 
not pbenomenal, tbougb acute, analytical and 
logical, a strong will, an ambition tliat nc\'er 
slept, a courage that never ([uailed, a power 
and disposition for work tliat never tired — 
these were the chief characteristics that insured 
his professional success. What he accomplislu'd 
came not from intuition Itut by effort; not like 
the fluids which Imrst forth from the earth all 
fitted in nature's alembic to illuminate the 
world, but rather like the })roducts of scientific 
invention, the results of patient study and care 
and experiment. 

The experimental stage of his practice hav- 
ing been surmounted, and his title to a place 
among the alilest counselors and triers of causes 
in the county demonstrated, he neglected no 
means to equip himself thoroughly for his woi'k. 
Well grounded in the elementary princi})les of 
the law, he added to his library as he was ajjle 
tiie new treatises and reported decisions of value, 
and diligently studied ami assimilated their 
contents. This practice he ke^it up for several 
years of his life, but he nevei- degenerated into 
wliat is called a mere liook-lawyer. Each (jues- 
tion that presented itself in his l)usiness, in- 
volving points not already familiar, he investi- 
gated until he made himself master of evei'V 
phase of it. His memory \\'as exact ami tena- 
cious, and all that he acquired he stored ui) in 
a shape availaljle for use. 

The amount of information outsiile of his 
own profession which he ac(-unnilated in his 
long and varied practice nuist ha\-e been pro- 
digious. For instance he was engaged in nu- 
merous actions in which (juestions of medical 
or surgical knowledge or skill were involved — 
questions frequently of such nicety that the 
ablest experts were called in to testify for liotb 
parties. He never felt that he had fully per- 
formed his duty to liis enq>loyer in any case 
till he had learned from Ijooks and every other 
means of instruction all that they could impart 



relative to the subject matter in\-olved therein. 
And the like \\'as true in all the multitude of 
causes in which he was counsel, including 
questions in various sciences and arts and 
trades, in diflVrent kinds of Ijusiness, railroads, 
insurance, [latent, and (ithers, and in one in- 
stance at least embracing some nice distinctions 
in theology. 

Success, which too often leads to indifference 
and the baljit of neglect, had no etf'ect to make 
him relax his exertions. He was fully as dili- 
giait in his eflV)rts to ];e<:ii his })restige as he had 
been to gain it. Nor did the interruption of 
his professional life, Ijy ajjsences in Congress 
or in the army, render him any the less a 
painstaking and thorough lawyei'. He lirougbt 
back to his clients the same sedulous attention, 
the same enthusiasm and zeal to protect and 
defend their interests that characterized him 
in the early days of his practice. And it was 
not until the weiglit of years had begun to tell 
u[ion him, and to exact the rest which his 
liusy life had earned and his lessening strength 
demanded, that he indulgeil himself in some 
respite from his laljors. 

The ci'ucial test of his skill and aljility was 
when his work was brought before the final 
tribunals for adjudication. Tlien and there 
the soundness of his judgment, the accuracy of 
his la\\", the suttieiency of his evidence, the 
adequacy of his knowledge \\ere put to the 
proof No slighted work would answer. Each 
joint and seam was to be scajuied and tested 
under the eye of a wary ami skillful opponent, 
and everv \\'eak spot and imperfection detected 
ami laid bare. It is enough to say that sel- 
dom, if e\'er, was it his fortune to sulfer from 
the ordeal. Few of our liest law\'ei's com- 
mitteil fewer mistakes than lie. When liis 
causes caiiie on foi' hearing, he ^\'as strong in 
the consciousness that mithing had been neg- 
lected that a prudent Ibresigbt could suggest. 
Anv ap[irehensions that might have beset his 
mind befiirehaiiil were banishe(l then. His 
native (;oird)ati\'eness rose to the occasion, and 
he was thrilled with a stern //«(('//«(// o'liumiiiin 
that l)i-i)ueht added light to his eve and decis- 
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ion to lii^ lip. Tliere was tliencefoi-th for bim 
no sucli words as fail. Every nerve was upon 
the stretch; he had eyes and ears only for his 
cause. But amid all his excitement he never 
lost his presence of mind. Each fraction of 
law and testimony and ex})lauation that went 
to strengthen and complete his case was put 
together with the accuracy of the component 
parts of a dissected map: ami all the while the 
movements of his opponent were watched with 
lynx-eyed vigilance, that he should nowiiere 
overstep by so much as a hair's Ijreadth the 
limits of strict legality. 

As in his preparations he left notliing to 
chance, so in liis arguments he trusted notli- 
ing to tlie inspiration of the occasion. Like 
every practical and discriminating speaker, he 
wamlered off into no wilderness of uncertainty, 
liut formed the ])lan of bis speecli ileliljerately 
and ailbered to it faithfully. He attempted 
no rhetorical display : his analytical and log- 
ical faculties gave cliaracter to all his produc- 
tions. His language was plain Saxon: his 
sentences were clear cut and incisivi'. His 
argument was like a demonstration of a }iropo- 
sition in Euclid: admit liis premises, and his 
conclusion was as ine\-itahle as a decree of 
fate. His occasional appeals to the feelings 
were rarely in tlie du'Cction of sympathy, l)Ut 
he was strong in his ridicule of an alisurd 
proposition or in liis denunciation of an igno- 
l)le act. And as IVir false witnesses and ilis- 
honest parties, lietter for theni tliat they \\ere 
punished with a whip of scurpifnis. tlian corne 
under the lash of his caustic tongue. 

As a counselor he was eininently safe and 
judicious. He hail littli' disposition t<:i specu- 
late on what improvements lie wouM intro- 
duce into our jurisprudence. Katlier like Lord 
Kenyon he lielie\"ed it \\-as the }iro\dnce of 
wisdom by diligence to search out what had 
keen adjudicated and to keep the feet in the 
ancient ways. lie \\'as conser\'ati\'e liy nature 
and liy coindctifJii. 

In addition to being faithful ami constant 
and true to tlie interests of his clients, another 
ijuality «'liich entitled liini to their conhdence 



M-as his sterling honesty in all matters pecun- 
iary. 

There have beeir few of his profession in New 
Hampsliire who have attained success greater 
than his, and few who deserved it more. The 
title of Doctor of Laws, which be received from 
his alma mater, was a merited recognition of 
his professional eminence. No lawyer within 
my knowleilge has more completely realized 
the ideal of Lord Brougham in his famous de- 
scri[)tion of the duties of a legal counselor, 
than he. 

General Marstoii's career as a soldier was 
scarcely less distinguished than as a states- 
man : liis patriotism was ruggeil and vigorous 
ami moved him to prompt action when the 
government found itself face to face with re- 
bellion. ^\dlen the first colonel of the Second 
New Hampshire Regiment of Infantry resigned 
his commaiul in May, IH'il, before tlie regi- 
ment bad left its liead(juarters. General Mars- 
ton was appointed on June 4 by the governor 
to hll the \-acancy and was mustered into the 
service on the 10th of that month. He had 
already temlered his services to the governor, 
tbouglj holding the office of congressman. In 
a little more than a month from his appoint- 
ment lie led his regiment to the disastrous 
field of Bull Run, where many of its members 
were wounded and some killed. Its colonel 
himself was severely woinided and carried 
from the field. With his wound dressed and 
his arm in a sling, he heroically returned to 
the field, where lie received an ovation from 
Ids troops. That was the l.)eginniiig of a long- 
career of bonoralile service for his coiuitry. 
He commandeil his regiment at Fair Gaks, in 
the long seven days' battles Ijefore Riclimon<l. 
at bloody Malvern Hill, and Fredericksburg. 
In all these memorable engagements he was 
ah\ays the fira\e officer, cool of brain and 
}irompt to act. 

( ieneral Marston was ap[)ointed a Ijrigadier- 
general Novemlier 29, 18G2, but did not acce}it 
the office until the 17th of April follo^^■ing. 
when he was assigned to command a brigade 
of }sew Hampshire troops which had earned a 
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respite from Held ilutv ami was detaileil to 
guard prisoners at Point Lookcnit, Md. While 
faithful to his trust there, the duty was wholly 
distasteful to him, and through tlie instrumen- 
tality f>f (ieii. Benjamin F. liutler, he was soon 
given eommand of a Ijrigade in the field. 
General Butler said of him : 

"Heeame with me up the James May o, 
1864, and eommanded a brigade \\ ln'U we sur- 
rounded Richmond at the south to await Grant 
driving Lee l)efore him from the north. We 
remained until Sheridan's arrival with the 
Army of the Potomac, Wi' drove the enemy 
within his outer line, and ]\Iarston took that 
line and held it with a vigor, tenacity and 
audacity never equalled l>y any soldier in the 
war." 

His action at Drury's Blutf, Cold Harbor 
and Petersl)urg, was that of a euuragcous, capa- 
ble soldier. He resigne(l liis connnission as 
brigadiei--general on April i^d, PSIio. 

Dui'ing nearly half a century General Mars- 
ton was Ijefore the pe0])le as a candidate for 
some public station to which they wished to 
see him elected. After filling the various town 
offices, be was elected to the State Legislatui'e, 
where he at once took a [)rominent position. 
As Ijefore stated he left his scat in ('ungrcss to 
take up arms for his country. In 1S,S!) (ioverjior 
Sa\\'ver selected him to sit in the Pnitcil States 
Senate until the eJiM/tion of S(.'nat(ir William 
E. Cliandler to a secfind term. In all cjf bis 
long career as a State legislator, a soldier, a 
meujber of the National Hiiuse of Ucpl'esenta- 
tives, and a senator, (iiluian Marston was true 
to himself and to e\"ery obligation. 

In concluding this rjecessarily imperl'cct 
sketch of (Tcncral Marst(jn the following fi'om 
the closing paragrajib of remarks by Hon. 
.lobn D. Lyman at the funei'al nmst sutfice: 

"Conversant as 1 lia\'e been with the public 
atfaii's of se\'eral towns, I have ne\-ei- know n 
any other instance, where a citizen foi' so niany 
veaj's e.xej'ted so controlling an influence as did 
Gieneral Marston here. Since 1.S4") he has 
been most of the time before bis fellow-citizens 
as a candidate for some i)Osition, and the \()t- 



ers (if the tinvn ha\'e ne\er permitted him to 
he defeate(l, IIowe\'er good, ahle and popular 
bis competitors the \olers through all these 
many years sustained Marston. Yet be was 
ne\-er known to even ask a man to vote for 
him, so fai' as 1 can learn. 1 need not assure 
you that no man was e\'er ti'iier to I^xeter 
than General Mai'ston, and no town e\'er truer 
to a man, than Exeter to (ienei-al ^lai'ston." 



HARRY BINGHAM, a native of Concord, 
\'t., son of Hon. Warner Bingham and 
]j>icy (Wheeler) Bingham, ])Orn March .'Sd, 1821, 
is a descendant in the eighth generation from 
Thomas P)ingbam. master cutlei' at Shelfield, 
Englaml, in 1(;14. Thomas Bingham of the 
tbii'd generation, settled at Norwich, Conn., 
and died at Windham in 1()9;1 Warner Bing- 




HARRY lilKGHAM. 



ham, \\'li(> was born in ('oiaiish in 1789, was 
State senaloi' in 1842-4-'!, and assistant-judge 
of I']sscx county, \'t., in 1844. lie died in 
lictblehcm F(;bruary 12,1872. Ilisson, Harry 
Bingham, is a graduate of 1 )artmouth ( 'ollege, 
class of |84.'l, undci' the pivsidency of Nathan 
Lord, and has been engagecl in the ](i-ol'ession 
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of law at Littleton, N. H., since the year 1.S46. 
During- all of this period he has lieen actively 
identitied with tlie Democratic organization of 
that State and a distinguished exponent of the 
princi})les of the party. 

P^roni 1(S46 to the war period Mr. ]>ingham 
held no |)uldie office ami was not a candiilate 
before the })eople. He was elected to the New 
Hampshire House of Kepresentatives for Little- 
ton in LS61 and re-elected in 1862, LSd.'], 18G4, 
18(35, 1868, 1871, LS7'2, 187:], 1874, 187."), 1876, 
1877, 1878, 1879, ISSI, 1889, 1S91, and was 
a candidate for speaker in 1862. He was 
a State senator for the (jrafton district two 
terms, 188."] to 1887. He was a memjjerof the 
Constitutional Convention of 1876. Lie was 
always a memljer of the committee on the ju- 
diciary, in the terms of his legislative service, 
and in 1871 and 1874, the years of Democratic 
sui)remacy, he was chairman. In 1867 he 
was United States treasury agent under Presi- 
dent -lohnson. In LS6.5 he was tlie Democratic 
candidate for Congress against .lames W. Pat- 
terson, and in 1867 against -lames Benton. 
He was the Democratic candidate for United 
States senator, in the New Hamjishire Legis- 
lature, against Aaron H. Cragin in LS70; 
against I5ainl_)ridge Wadleigh in 1S72 : against 
Henry \\'. Blair in 1879: against Austin Y. 
Pike in LS8;3 ; against Henry \V. Bhur in Ls8.j: 
and against William E. ^handler Loth inls87 
an<l 18S9. 

He was name<l hy <\i)\. .James A. \\'eston 
for cliief justice in 1S74, l)ut his conHrmation 
was defeated Ijy a l)emocratic division, the 
Repuljlican councillor gi\-ing the casting \-ote 
against the nomination. In 188<J he was ten- 
dered an appoiiitirient as a justii/(.' of the Su- 
preme ( 'ourt liy (iovcriK.ir Llead. ])ut declim/d. 
In 1866 he was a delegate to the Philadelphia 
Peace < 'on\-entii>n. In Ls(-;,s he attended the 
National < 'oru'entiiin in Ne\\" York, wdiich 
nominated lloi'atio Seymour, on \\diich occa- 
sion he acted as pro.xy for Hon. .Josiah Minot. 
of ( 'on(/ord. memlier of tin.' National Con unit tee, 
and he was himself at this tirrn' chosen the 
meudier of that ei;imiiutte(' for this State, si-rv- 



ing in that capacity until 1872. This year he 
was a delegate to the Baltimore Convention, 
which nominated Horace Greeley. In 1880 
he was a delegate to the Cincinnati Conven- 
tion, which nominated (Jeneral Hancock, 
though he was in favor, pej-sonally, of the re- 
nomination of Samuel .1. Tilden. In 1884 
and 1892 he was a delegate to the Chicago 
Conventionswhicli nominated President Cleve- 
Lmd, and in 1896 was on the electoral ticket 
of sound money Democracy whose candidates 
were Palmer and Buckner. 

In all of tliese conventions he was on the 
committee on resolutions. In 1864 and 1888 
he was on tlie electoral tickets of his party in 
this State, and was renominated by the Nation- 
al Democracy whose candidates \\'ere Palmer 
and Buckner. 

These have l.ieen years in wdiich lie has been 
conspicuous in bearing the burdens of laborious 
duty for his party with comparatively none of 
the compensating emoluments of otiicial sta- 
tion. Heoi)ened the campaign in 1.S70, 1872, 
and 1S96, as president of the State conven- 
tions, with aljle and authoritative statements of 
princii)le and policy, and in twenty sessions oi' 
the New Hampshire Legislatui'C he was the 
exponent of party doctrine and intellectual 
leader of the Democracy. Lie was always 
thoroughly equipped for tlie severest tests in 
forensic and parliamentary effort, and neither 
his courage nor his honesty was ever impugned. 

Mr. I>ingliam's law practice has always been 
extremely large. His briefs argued in the law 
terms of the Superior (_'ourt are contained in 
every volume (jf the New Hampshire Pie})orts 
from the 2t)th to tlie .jOth volume. For twenty 
years he was h/aifing counsel in the prolonged 
and fimous litigation between the great rail- 
road systems of the State and wdiich diil not 
end until their consi.iliilation a few years since. 

He is the author of numerous addresses and 
essays among wliicli the most important art' 
perha}is those with the following titles: "Cen- 
tennial Aiblress;" "(.'ertain Conditions and 
Tendencies that Imperil the Integrity and In- 
ile[)endence of the .Judiciary:" "The Moiiu- 
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nieuts of Constitutional Lihci'ty :" " Pro.i^res.s 
in Asiatic Civilization and its Signiticance for 
the Western World ;" "Tlie Rights and Re- 
sponsibilities of the United States in Reference 
to the International delations of tlie ( ireat 
Powers of Euro})e and the Lesser Repuljlics of 
America:" "Tlie Relations of Woman to the 
Progressive Civilization of the Age;" "The 
Annexation of Plawaii a Right and ])uty:" 
"The Influence of Religion on Human Prog- 
ress." 

Air. Bingham stands to-day at the summit 
of an honorable life, viewing the momentous 
issues of the present with a judgment unbiased 
by personal interest or personal aml>ition. 



THOMAS COCSWELL, (Jilmanton Iron 
^\'orks, N. H., the youngest son of Thomas 
and Polly Xoyes Cogswell, was fiorn at (iil- 
manton February S, 1 ,S4 1 . His father I'emoved 
from Atkinson, N. H., to (iilmanton in 1820, 
when he was twenty-one years of age, he hav- 
ing Ijeen born Decemljer 7, 1798. He settled 
on the farm formerly occupied by his grand- 
fatlier, Hon. .Joseph Badger. He was a man 
of strojig character and large intellectual en- 
do\\inents and became a leader in the coni- 
munity. He ser\-ed in the Board of Selectmen, 
was ten years a dejHity sherift', county treasui'cr 
three years, ami was elected to the State IjCg- 
islature. In 1841 be was apjjointed a judge 
of the Court of Conniion Pleas for the new 
county of Belknaj) and held the office until 
1855. In 185(j he served as a member of the 
Governor's Council, ami be held the office of 
justice of the peace more than forty years. 
After a long and useful life be died August 8, 
18«8. 

Thomas Cogswell obtained bis non-profes- 
sional education in ( lilmanton Academy and 
entered Dartmouth (Jollege from wdrich lu; 
graduated in the class of l8(i.j. When the 
war of the Rel^ellion began bis active patriot- 
ism was fircfl and h(_' enlisted in 18(J2 in Co. 
A, Fifteenth New Hamjisbii'c \'olunteei's, and 



was at once ajipoiiitrd lii'sl lieutenant, soon 
attei'wai'd receiving pi'omotion to captain. 
During his term of sei'\dee be was in the 
Dc|iarlment of tbe (in If undei' Ceneral Banks 
and was with bis regiment at tbe siege of 
Port Hudson. At lln' c.x[)ii'al ion of bis term 
<if service in 1 8(;;i he retui-ii('(l to(iihnanton and 
began tbe study of law in tbe <dliee of Ste\'ens 
t^' \ augban, at Laemiia, siipplemeiding this 




THOMAS rOUSWl-.I.I. 

pei'iod of study with the I'cgulai' coui'se in Har- 
\'ard Law School. Ik' was adnntte<l to prac- 
tice in the Supreme (_'()urt of New Hamjisbire 
in Se[)tember, l8(j(j, and opened an office at 
(iilmanton Iron Woi'ks in December of the 
same year, wdiere be has continued ever since. 
Mr. Cogswell is a J)emoci-at liy birth anil 
pei'sonal inclination. lie moi'eox'cr dwells in 
a eoiiniiunity that is \-ery largel)' Ue[)ul)licaji, 
a political condition that does not usually en- 
able a man of tbe opjiosite political faith to 
acbicN'C prominence in jiublic all'aii's or to se- 
(au'c (dection to public ofHce. Ne\-ertheless in 
this instance, tbrougb bis personal jiopuhulty, 
the dominating magnetism of bis manner, and 
tbe faith of the voters in bis s(unid judgment 
and integrity, be has been elected to nearly 
e\'erv office in the <i'ift of bis townsmen. Jn 
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1868 ln' was superintending sciiooi eonimittee, 
and in 1871-2, and again in 1S99 was a mem- 
ber of the State Legislature and served on tlie 
judieiary eommittee. During the years 1880, 
1881 and 1882 lie was one of the Heleetmen of 
the town, and during two of tliese years he was 
chairman of the lioard. In 1878 he was elected 
to the State Senate. In these several offices 
Mr. Cogswell nevei' failed to win comniendation 
from liis fellow citizens. Througli tlie exercise 
of his never-failing good sense and practical 
knowledge of affairs he was always aljle to act 
for tlie liest on imjiortant matters. In 18S4 he 
was candidate for councillor, and in lSS(j was 
the Deinoci-atic candidate for governor, and 
came very near to an election. In 1893 he 
was appointed a member of the New Hamp- 
shire Railroad Commission, and served to -luly 
1, 1894, when he was appointed, l)y President 
Cleveland, Uiiiteil States pension agent for 
New Ham})shire and A'ermont, which he held 
until .July 1, 1898. 

Mr. Cogswell has always taken an active 
part in local educational affairs and serve<l 
many years on the lioard of trustees of the Cil- 
manton Academy. He is at the present time 
president an<l treasurer of the boanl, and the 
institution receives the watchful care and un- 
selfish labor that has always characterized his 
attitude towards the cause of education. 

Mr. Cogswell is a member of the iMasonic 
order, belonging to Winnepissaukee Lodge; 
he is also a member of Post 37 of the (J. A. P., 
and of Crystal Lake Craiige, Patrons of Hus- 
bandry, and Massachusetts Coinrnanderv of 
the Loyal Legion. 

Ml-. Cogswell was married in 1873 to Flor- 
ence, daugliterof P. D. Mooers, of Manchester, 
N. IL, who died February 14, 1892. They 
have three children. 



England and settled in Durham, N. IL, about 
1743. His grandfather, liradbury Jewell, 
moved to Tam worth, N. H., about 177(1. At 
the first town meeting, July 2, 1777, he was 
chosen selectmen and for some years exer- 
cised a controlling interest in public affairs. 
In 1785 he returned to Durham where he lived 
until 1>S02 wdien he moved to Sandwich where 
he resided until his death in 1828. P>railbury 



WK^$ 


I 


'^^H^^^^^H 




'^^ 


^EyH^' #' ^B 




'/^^H 


o^P S 


^H^^^^^^^^^^' i -^^ 


hI 


i^B 4 




1 


■ 



EIL-VSTUS PFPPY .lEWELL, the son of 
Mark F. and Dorothy ^\. (Hobbs) Jewell, 
was born in Sand^\•ich, N. H., March Li, Ls;;7. 
His great-urandfather. Mark .Fewell, canie from 



ERASTUS I'. JEWELL. 

Je\\"ell was an old time magistrate, a captain 
of the militia and a very acti\"e and useful 
man. His son, Mark F. Jewell, \\'as a farmer, 
and an upright and liighly respected citizen ; 
he dieil in LSGl. He had two sons who ar- 
rived at maturity: Jefterson H. Je\^-ell and 
the suliject of this sketch. 

Erastus P. Jewell passed liis early years 
upon the farm and attending school. At a 
very early age lie developed an extraordinary 
lf)ve of Ijooks. He was an intense student and 
while fitting for college at New Hampton In- 
stitute his health failed to such an extent that 
his college course had to be abandoned, and 
for more than a year books were closed to him 
and his fondest hopes seemed to have been 
lila.sted forever. Altera long period of rest, 
having been in a nieasui'C restored, he entered 



BIOGRA PHICA L . —NE W HA MPS HIRE. 



45 



the law office of Col. Thomas J. \\'hip[)le, of 
Laconia. Ujion his admission to the bar in 
March, 1865, he formed a partnership with his 
instructor which continued for neai'ly tivt' 
years. 

Col. ^\'hipple «as a hrilliant man of great 
ability, and the firm of Whipple ct Jewell lie- 
came very widely and favoral.ily known. Mr. 
Jewell looks back upon his long acquaintance 
with Colonel Whipple with real pleasure hilly 
appreciating that whatever success may have 
come to him is largely due to his association 
with this noted attorney. 

The firms of Jewell it >Smith, Jewell tt 
Stone, and Jewell, Owen it ^hirtin have each 
occupied a prominent jJace in the jjar of New 
Hampshire. His firm is now Jewell, ( )wen 
<fe \"eazey. Mr. Jewell lias always l.ieen an 
extensive and tireless rea<ler of rare Ijooks out- 
side of the law and in many fields seldom ex- 
])lored by members of the legal profession. 

He was married in l.Slil to Ann M. Hodg- 
kins, of Tam worth, N. H. They have no 
children. 



WH.LIAM W. 1!AILEY, attorney of 
Nashua, New Hamjishire, was liorn 
in Hopkinton, in that State, Novemljer 11, 
1829. He was a son of Thomas and Jemima 
Smith Bailey, and descended from John Bailey, 
who came over from England in 1640 and set- 
tled in Rowley, Mass. His great-grandfather 
was Humphrey Bailey, and the family were 
living in Hopkinton in 1771. 

Mr. Bailey tt'as given excellent educational 
advantages and was prejiared for college in tlic 
district schools, in Pend^roke Academy and in 
the New Hampsliii-e Conference Seminary, at 
Northfielil. He entered Dartmouth College in 
1850 and graduated in 1854. To fit himself 
for the profession of law he studied for a time 
in the office of Ceorge it Foster, in Concord, 
X. H., and finished with a course in the Al- 
bany Law Scliool, from wliicli he graduated 
in 1856 with the usual degree of LL.B. He 



at once opened an office in Nashua and during 
a iieriod of forty-six years was one of the 
prominent meudiei's of the bai' of that part of 
the State, and also was actively interested 
in many large uiidei'takiiigs outside of liis 
profession. He i'e]ii'eseide<l his ward in the 
State Legislatui'e in lS(i;! and 1S64, and was 
nominated by his jiarty in 1 S67 foi' State sena- 
tor, for tiresidential elector at lai'iic in lS,S4, 




WILLIAM W. BAILEY. 



and for member of congress in 1886. For 
these latter offices he suttere(l defeat with the 
remainder of the ticket. 

The great confidence reposed in Mr. Bailey 
by his fellow citizens led to his selection for 
many positions where integrity, sound busi- 
ness judgment and executive ability of a high 
oriler \\ere essential. lie was a diri'ctor and 
president of the Wilton Raili'(ia<l; a director of 
the Nashua anil Lawi-eiice Railroad i'rom 1.S74, 
and treasurer since Isi)!; president of the 
Nashua Savings Bank fi-oni lS7y to 1(S95, and 
president of the Hillsboi'o Mills. These vari- 
ous institutions and coi'[)oratioiis were in e\'ery 
instance promoted in their nsefnlness and 
[irosperity by the intluenee exerted by Mi'. 
Bailey. 

Ml'. Bailey always took a deep and act- 
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ive interest in all educational affairs and insti- 
tutions and held several positions of respon- 
sibility in that eojinection. He served the 
State as trustee of the New Hani}ishire Col- 
lege of Agrieulture and j\Iechanie Arts from 
1871 to 1876, and the city of Nashua several 
years as a member of tlie Board of Education. 
Fie M"as t\\-enty-one years trustee of tlie Pulj- 
lic Lihrary, and some yeai's trustee of the State 
Library. lie \vas president two years, 189o- 
96, of the Sons of the American Revolution. 
In the afternoon of his acti\'e life Mr. Bailey 
enjoyed to the utmost the res})ectand friendship 
of the community. He died .June 9, 1899. 

In 1858 Mr. Bailey married Hilary B., daugh- 
ter of Alfred and Mary Webster (ireeley. He 
was father of one son and one daughter. 



ALFKED TKASK BATCHELDEB, was 
Ijorn in Sunapee, X. IF, February '1^'^, 
1844, son of Nathaniel and Sarah Trask 
Batchelder. He received his eaily education 
in the district schools of his native town and 
at the academy in New London, N. IF, and 
fitted for college at the seminary at Tilton, N. 
FF Fie \\'as graduated at Dartmouth (_ollcge 
in 1871, and studied law in the ofKce of .Judge 
W. H. FF Allen and Hon. Ira C'olljy, in Clare- 
mont, N. W. Both of his instructors wei'c em- 
inent in their profession, and under their 
guidance he laid the foundation for tlic })ur- 
suit of a jirofession in which he has become 
successful and distinguished. He was admit- 
ted to the Sullivan county Ijar in Sei)tendjer, 
187o, and at once began practice in Claremont, 
associated with Mr. Coll)y, whose })U})il he had 
been. He remained ^\'ith INIr. Colby until 
1877, supplementing his earlier education in 
the law by the })i-eparation for trial of many 
of the im})Ortant cases in \\ddch his })artner 
was engaged. 

In 1877 he renioveil to Keene. N. IF, and 
Ijecame a partner with Francis Augustus 
Faulknei', and his son, Francis ('. I'aulkner, 
under the hrm name of Eaulkncrs iV: Batclnd- 



der. His connection with Mr. F. A. Faulkner 
not oidy attested tlie high p(jsition whicli he 
had already attained at the bar, but furnished 
also the hest 0[)})ortunitit'S foi' his further ad- 
vancement. Mr. Faulkner was a thoroughly 
educated lawyer, a graduate of Flarvard, and 
of its law school. He ha<l been in practice in 
Keene since 1849, and three years before his 
connection with Mr. 15atchelder had declined 




ALFRED T. BATCHELDER. 

an a})pointment to the bench of the Supreme 
Court of New Ilainjtshire. No man at the bai- 
was more respected oi' enjoyed more fully the 
confidence of the community. He died Mav 
22, 1879, and during the two years which Mr. 
Batchelder was associated with liim the busi- 
ness of the firm was estaldished on the firm 
basis which it has since fully retained. Since 
the deatli of Mr. Faulkner the partirership of 
Mr. Batchelder with his son Francis Childs 
Faulkner, has continued under the firm name 
of Batchelder et Faulkner. 

Notwithstanding the extensive })ractice 
\\ hich Mr. Batcheldei' enjoys, he finds time to 
engage in enterprises and }iursuits outside of 
his profession. His fellow-citizens ha\'e not 
failed to demand his sei'vices in their behalf, 
and in l8S."j and 18S(; he wasmavoi' of Keene. 
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He is president of the Cliesiiire Provident In- 
stitution for Savin,i;s, jiresident of tiie Inqier- 
vious Packing C'onn)any, })resident of the (_'. 1>. 
Lancaster Slioe ('oin})any, director in tlie Kin- 
erson Paper C'onipanyof Sunapee.and a director 
in tlie ^Vsliuelot and Keene National Ininks. 
[n tlie line of his j)rofession he siu'ceeded Judj^e 
W. H. Allen as register of hanki-uptcy under 
the United States hankru})t law, and h'oni lS79 
till the Cheshire Railroad Company consoli- 
dated with the Fitchhurg- Itailroad he was its 
general counsel. He \\'as elected to tlie Leg- 
islature in 1<S9<J, and I'e-elected in 1 Sits, and 
served during hoth terms as chairman of the 
judiciary eonunittee. 



WALTER W. SCOTT. Dover, N. IL, 
was 1)0111 in Dover, August -!(i, iSfJT, 
and is a son of .John and -lessie Bird Scott. 
He received his education in the ])ul)lic schools 
of liis native place and at Phillips Lxeter 




WALTER W. SCOTT. 

Academv. Choosing the law as his pi'ofession 
he entere<l the office of Hon. .hjhu Ki\cl, and 
after a period of study there, todk a ciiurse in 
the Boston Cniversity L;iw Sclmol. He \\-as 
admitted to the l>ai- in Alarcli, 1S!)7. Mr. Scott 



is a Re[)uhlican and had heen only a short 
time in })ractice hefore he was called into pub- 
lic ottice. He was elected city solicitor in Jan- 
uary, 1S9S, and county solicitor in November 
of the same year, still liolding that office. Ht' 
was electi'd to the State Legislature in 1892, 
where he served on the committee on judiciary, 
and was chairman of the committee on elec- 
tions. 

Mr. Scott is one of the most successful and 
po})ular of the younger members of the New 
Hampshire bar. Loyal to his friends, zealous 
in the interests of his party and active in the 
promotion of any undertaking that promises 
to benefit his native town, he has gained a 
large circle of business and political friends. 

Lie has taken a dee}) interest in local mili- 
tary affairs, joined the New Hampshire Na- 
tional Guard and rose through all tlie various 
grades to tliat of colonel, receiving his com- 
mission in January, lS9o. He is a inend.)er of 
Moses Paul Lodge of Free Masons, and of 
Olive Branch Lodge of Kniglits of Pythias, of 
wliich lie is past cbancelloi'. 

In 1S97 Mr. Scott niai'ried Helen, daughter 
of the late Cliarles A. C. and Louisa J. (Davis) 
Tliompson. 



SAjMUEL W. emery, attorney and po- 
lice justice of Portsmouth, New Hamp- 
shire, was born in that city March oh, 1863. 
He is a son of Samuel H. and Mary L]. (Sias) 
Emery. He studied law in the office of Hon. 
James W. I^lmei'y, passed his examination before 
he was twenty-one years ohh and was admitted 
to the liai' in Ajiril, 1SS4. Since that date he 
has Jx'cn in active and successhil practice in 
Portsmouth. 

Mr. Emery's recoguizc(l aljility as a lawyer, 
his industry and irdegrity, and his faithfulness 
to his clients, have br(jught him a large busi- 
ness and gi\-cii him a high slanding in the 
comiiiunity. He has sci'\'ed as city soli<ltor 
fi'om August, iSSo, to August, 1SS9, and li'om 
August, 1890, to August, 1891. Fi'om .lulv. 
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1S.S7, to July, 1S91, he sctvimI in tlie office of 
county solicitor. Jn ])cceinl)ei', 1894, lie was 
appointed Police Court jnil.i^c, and still retains 
the office. 




SAMUEL W. EMERY. 



Mr. Emery nian-ied in IS!).'!, sMary E. B., 
dau.t^diter of -John A. and Mary E. (Cole) Smith. 
Tliev have one dauLchtei'. 



N.VTIIANJEL E\'E1;ETT ^rAKTIX, 
Concord, .'^oii of Theophilus l'>. and 
.Sarah jj. (Rowell) Martin, was hdi'u in Jjoudon, 
Merrimack county, N. IE, August 9, is.l.j. 
(Jn his father's side he is of Seotcli-Irisfi de- 
scent, his Hrst. pat(M-nal ancestors (/oming to 
this country from Lond()nderry, Ireland, to 
Lonilon<lerry, X. JE, in 17:^4, in the persons 
of William Martin and Ins son, William, jr. 
James Martin, of the third generation, sou of 
William Martin, jr.. \\-as a sohlier in the Con- 
tinental army during the Kex-olutionary war, 
and settled on ISuck street in the town of Pcm- 
hroke, X. II. (low Xoah .Martin was one of 
Ills descendants. Xathanicl Martin, son of 
James, located in Eoudon, X. II., in ESOS, and 
was for a time deputy sheiiff of old l;o(d\ing- 



Iiarn county. His .son, Theophilus B. Martin, 
father of the suhject of thi.s article, was exten- 
sively engaged in the settlement of estates and 
in such other legal husiness as was usually 
done hy a county justice. The Eowell family, 
from which Mrs. Sarah L. (liowell) Martin de- 
scended, is of English extraction, and first set- 
tled in Haverhill, Mass. 

Mr. Martin was educated in the common 
schools of Loudon and Concord, N. H., whither 
the family moved in 1870. He completed his 
studies at the Concord High School, graduating 
in 187(), and in September of that year entered 
the \-c\\\ office of Sargent cfe Chase, where he 
spent three years. He was admitted to the 
New Hampshire Ear August 14, 1879, and 
since then he has continued in the active prac- 
tice of his profession in Concord, steaflily gain- 
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ing a large and lucrati\'e husiness, and achiev- 
ing a high reputation for ability, sagacity, and 
inilustry. At the fall election in 1886 he was 
chosen county solicitor of Merrimack county, 
and served in that cai>acity with considerable 
distinction from July 1, ES87, to July 1, ES89. 
In politics Mr. INEirtin has altiliated with 
the Democratic party. He is u popular, })ub- 
lic sjiirited citizen, a man of great enei'gv and 
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enterprise, ami for several years luis lieen a 
leading factor in the [lolitieal and professional 
affairs of his city and State, and at the fall 
election of 1898 he \\as electt'd mayor of (Jon- 
cord, a Repuljlican stronghold, aiid now (1899) 
holds that office. lu his official cajiacity as 
solicitor and mayor lie has enforced all laws 
impartially and to the general satisfiction of 
the hest class of the connnnnity. As a lawvei- 
he has always had a large jiractice at the har, 
and for a number of years has been engaged 
extensively in the ti'ial of causes ])efore the 
court and Juries. At iiresent he is associated 
with Dewit (_'. Howe under the Krm name of 
Martin ct Howe. 

Mr. ]Maif in has been treasurer of the (,'oncord 
Building an<l Loan Association since its organ- 
ization in September, 1887, and also treasurer 
and a director of the Sulli\an ( 'ounty Railroail 
for a nuirdic]' of years. lie has settled many 
im[)ortant estates, has l)een a perse\'ering and 
industrious hn\'ver from the lirst, and owns 
one of the tinest })rivate law libraries in New 
Hampshire. Mr. Martin is a memberand past 
iioblegrand of Kundbrd Lodge X(i. 4(i, L ( ). (3. F., 
of ( 'oncord, and has been an oltieer in the ( Irand 
Lodire of the State. He is unmarried. 



CHAKJd-:S DOE was the youngest child 
of .hjseph and Mary l'>o(h\'ell (Kicker) 
Doe. He was born at Derry, X. H., April tl, 
18.'U). Early in his (duldhood the finuly re- 
turned t<> their foririer )-esideiice in Somers- 
worth (iio\\' Uollinsford), N. II., and took up 
their al>odc in the old homestead of the Licker 
family. His mother was of a suljstantial New 
England fannly, the daughter of one of the 
leading citizens in that community. His fath- 
er was a man of itaiiarkable natural ability. 
Like his son, he had all his resources at com- 
manil. 

Charles Doe attended the academies at South 
Bei-wick, Me., Exeter, N. II., an<l .\iido\(.'r, 
Mass. He s[)ent laie term at IIar\'aril, and 
then entered I)ai-tmoutli College, where he 



graduated in 1,S49. He not (ndy failed to 
study the prescribed text-books, but he did not 
even own some of them. 

From the moment of his gi'aduation, how- 
ever, be began a life of hard work. He soon 
entered the odice of Daniel M. Christie, of Do- 
ver, N. II., and a[iplied himself diligently to 
the study of law. Like most eminent hiwyers 
in active practice, the head of the office had 
very little tinn' in which to dii'ect the studies 
of his clerks; but they got a great (k'al from 
him indirectly. He was anian saturated with 
legal learning : a)id a large amount of valua- 
Ide matter gradually oozed out h'om him, and 
exercised a fertilizing influence upon tlie young- 
men around him. Then, as now, it was a 
usual nustake of law students to do too much 
reading and too little thinking. Into this er- 
ror .luilge Doe ilid not fall. Before his admis- 
sion to the bar he read fewer text-books than 
most students. He read not moi'c than three, 
or, at the outside, foui' tcxt-l>ooks, in addition 
to Kent's (Aimmentai'ics. But these books he 
made his own. Meantime he gave careful at- 
tention to the business passing through the 
office, leariung how to look up authorities, and 
how to handle reporte(l decisions. At the 
close of office pupilage be further pursued his 
studies at the Harvard Law School. 

in .lanuaiy, 1.S54, he commenced practice at 
DoN'ci', where he contiimed until bis appoint- 
ment to the bench, having the late ('harles 
A\'. Woodman as bis partner for much of the 
time. At the \'(.'rv outset of his career he re- 
ceived the appointment of county solicitor; 
which N\'as not cord'ei're<l without some hesita- 
tion on the part of the governor, due to the 
youth and incxjicrience of the can<lidate. This 
apjiointnient, which In' held for two and a half 
years, operated as an immediate intro<luction 
to court woi'k : and be came at once to the 
front, l.iecoming iicr salljivi one of the promi- 
nent mendiers of the Sti'atfoi'd bar. The first 
time be appeai'cd in coui't M'as \\'lien he 0{)ened 
the case of State v. Hodge, a pi-osecution for 
murder in the lirst degi'ee. lU'sides the crimi- 
nal business of the State, he had a fiir share 
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of civil l)usines8, trying cases witli success 
against such op[)onents as Daniel AI. C'luistie 
and John P. Hale. Probahly his most impor- 
tant civil litigation was that locally known as 
"The Kingman Case," wliere he was at first 
the junior of Ira Perley, and subsequently (af- 
ter Judge Perley's appointment to the bench) 
of John 8. Wells. Few ci\-il controversies 
have ever excited greater public interest in 




CHARLES DOE. 

Strafford county ; Init as the trial on the mer- 
its took place l)efore a Ijoard of referees \\'hose 
decision was final, it does not figure in the re- 
ports except as to some <pU'stions arising in 
the preliminary stages of the litigation. (See 
3f N. H., 171 and 182.) The jMactice of the 
young lawyer was nut confined to tlie Trial 
Terms. He argued cases orally at tlie I^aw 
Term, and was listened to there with marked 
attention. 

In certain respects he departed entii'ely from 
the pre\'alent mode of trying jury cases. The 
wide license in cross-examination formerly al- 
lowed to Afason and his compeers, to enal)le 
them to l)reak down a class of professional 
witnesses, was an evil still in force ; and so 
was the practice of interchanging asi)erities 
between counsel. He treated tlu' witnesses on 



the other side with civility: and refrained 
from "spats" with the opposing counsel. The 
limits wduch lie, as a judge, afterwards laid 
down for counsel, were the same which he 
himself had carefully observed when at the 
bar. His rejection of the old methods was 
strongly marked in the first trial in wdiicli he 
took part, the capital case already mentioned. 
The senior counsel for the defense was a man 
who had gained distinction in wdiat may lie 
called the blackguarding method of trying 
cases. Better men had essayed to fight him 
with his own weapons, but had failed for the 
very reason that they were better men. It did 
not seem to have occurred to the bar that there 
was any way of meeting him except by ilescend- 
ing to his le\'el and attempting to pay him back 
in his own coin. This man began the Hodge 
trial in his accustomed way, intending, no 
douljt, to stir u}) and confuse the young junior 
counsel for tlie State. To the intense surprise 
of the spectators, the new solicitor ignored the 
existence of the senior counsel for the defense. 
Pie did not seem to hear any of liis irrelevant 
remarks, Ijut went on putting (piestions and 
adilressing the court just as if those remarks 
had never been made. The consequence was 
that, ere the end of the long trial, the counsi/l 
for the defense had '■fiattened out" as never 
before. 

Charles Doe, though loving tlie law for its 
own sake, was not wholly aljsorbed in the 
practice of his profession. He entered eai- 
nestly into politics. Plis father was one of the 
old war-horses of the Democracy, and the son 
naturally attached himself to the same party. 
He was assistant clerk of the State Senate in 
1853 and 1854 ; and was acti\e as a stump 
speaker in the exciting campaigns \\dnch fol- 
lo\\'ed the repeal of the ^Missouri Compromise. 

All this time, however, he was looking for- 
ward to a legal future, rather than to political 
distinction. Stump speaking was taken up to 
overcome the extreme bashfulness of his early 
3'ears. But, when once embarked in active 
political work, he displayed there, as every- 
where else, "the intense energv of his nature": 
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ami was generally reckoned a strong "i)ai'ty 
man." Great then was the surprise when, 
early in 1859, he took the stump for the l\e- 
publicans. 

Judge Doe's change of political affiliation 
placed serious obstacles in the way of his suc- 
cess upon the bench, to wliicli he was soon af- 
ter appointed. The political thermometer was 
then up to fever heat. Notwithstanding the 
fact that in the years from 1(S45 to 18()1 an 
enormous number of good citizens changed 
their })olitical allegiance, yet a large portion of 
those who remained within tlie party organi- 
zation were inclined to doubt the motives of 
all who (juitted it. 

September 1^3, 1859, Charles Doe was ap- 
pointed an associate justice of the Supreme 
Judicial Court. Undoubtedly, some intiuen- 
tial men favored his promotion on political 
grounds, but Ids legal qualifications were be- 
yond dispute, and the two foremost lawyers of 
Ills section. Daniel M. (_'hristie and (dlnian 
Marston, ])oth strongly recoinmemled the ap- 
jiDintment. 

Judge Doe's official tenure was idmost 
uiuque. Ap[)ointeil at twenty-nine, he re- 
mained on tlie l.iench, with the exception of 
the two years from lcS74 to l.SKi, until his 
death, at the age of sixty-five, thus pa.ssing 
more than lialf his life in the discharge of ju- 
dicial duties. That no man couM have en- 
joved so lengthy a term unless his services liad 
been, in tlie long run, acceptatik', goes witliout 
saying. But at the begirming of ins judicial 
career he met with violent opposition in cer- 
tain sections of the State. At the start tliere 
was a very strong political prejudice against 
him. Tins obstacle, if it hail ])een the only 
one, he would soon have ovei'come Ijy his im- 
mediate rjiainfestation of aljility and iiri[)artial- 
ity. But there were otlier causes of olfense 
wdncli alienated from him some hiwyers wIjo 
wfiuld naturally ha\'e been his closest ii-iends. 
He was, from the x-ei'y beginning, a refoi-nier. 
He insisted on having cases tried ci\'illy, expe- 
ditiously, and upon the merits. Some bar 
leaders wei'o unwilling to change the hal^its of 



a, lifetime at tlie liidding of a younger man. 
The result in cei'tain counties was a somewhat 
stormy seasim, which would liave induced the 
majority of nt'w judges eitlier to subnut to the 
old i-egime or resign tlieir office in despair. 
Not so witli .hidge Doe. He stood his ground 
and carried liis main points. Tn his mode of 
dealing with refractory counsel, as in most 
otlier things, be was original. 

Take, for instance, a scene in which one of 
the first lawyers of the State figured. When 
Judge I)oe took his seat upon the Ijencli he re- 
soh'cd that no counsel should ever, in his pres- 
ence, l.)e pernntted to insult a witness, a reso- 
lution prompted by the recollection of the 
treatment to which he himself had l)een sub- 
jected wlien a witness at a time ]>rior to his 
adnnssion Xo the bar. Jn the very first year 
of his service a prominent lawyer, a man of 
character, but accustomed to the old style of 
practice, Ijegan to cro.ss-examine a witness in 

an objectional manner. "Mr. ," said the 

judge, "I do not sup})Ose you intend anything 
oli'ensive to the witness, but your manner 
might lie construeil by others as indicating 
such intention, and I suggest that you modify 

it." Mr. at once Hared up, and I'eplied 

that he should examine the witness in bis own 
way. To bis iidense astonishment, the judge, 
instead of comnntting him for t'onteinpt, a 
move for which he ^vas }>robably prepared an<l 
which might have gained hirn some i)Opular 
sympatljy, turneil to the witness and said, "]Mr. 
W^itness, you nedl not answer any m<irc of Mr. 

's (piestifjns, unless you choose, and if you 

do choose to answer, you may do it in your 

way." Mr. did nut <-aie to persist and 

take his chance of being I'ouniUy curseil by the 
witness. He immediately abandoned the case 
and left the coui't )'00m, swearing audibly as 
he went. The learned counsel afterwards re- 
sumed bis formei' friendly relations with the 
judge. 

.ludge Doe eai'ly resiihcd ne\'er io commit 
counsel foi' pei'sonal disi'csjiect to himself But 
unruly mernljers (if the bar soon Icai'neil that 
thei'c \\'ere other (.'Hecti\'e methods of keeping 
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them in elieck. When a prominent lawyer, 
while engaged in a trial, made an impertinent 
remark to the court, he was quietly told that, 
unless he retracted that remark, his client 
would have to get other counsel. Whereupon 
the learned gentleman undertook to explain 
that he had not intended to use the English 
language in its ordinary meaning. 

In one or two counties combinations were 
attempted to break up terms which .Judge Doe 
was to hold, and these efforts were not entire- 
ly without success. In one county, a term 
which would naturally would have lasted 
three weeks was ended in three days. In an- 
other county, it was whispered with bated 
breath, that the leader of the bar would de- 
cline to try cases when .Judge Doe was presid- 
ing, a resolution which was not adhered to. 
But it was ultimately found impracticable to 
solidify the Ijar against the judge. It gradu- 
ally dawned even on his most persistent oppo- 
nents, that the jury were inclined to sympa- 
thize with the court, and tiiat hence a lawyer 
who made himself offensive to the Ijench was 
likely to lose the verdict. 

Tlie quality which, more than all tilings 
else, triurapliantly carried -fudge Doe through 
these early difficulties, was his astonishing 
readiness. He liad all bis faculties at instant 
command. He not only possessed unusual 
legal knowledge, l)ut he had also the power of 
applying this knowledge to facts, and with 
lightning-like rapidity. He was never puz- 
zled or confused. He was not only able speed- 
ily to arrive at a correct conclusion, but was 
also able instantly to exjilaiu his views in 
short, crisp sentences, which completely dis- 
posed of the matter in hand, ami frequently 
caused evervljody to wonder Jiow there could 
e\'er have Ijcen any doubt about tlie result. 

As in the case of some other eminent judges, 
the rapidity of liis mental operations was 
sometimes too great for the comfort of slower 
men who were practicing l)efore him. But 
gradually the f)ar and the Ijencb came to un- 
derstand each other. The lawyer realized that 
reasonable expedition was di.^sirable : and the 



judge discovered that the nuijority of men 
were incapable of keeping up with his fastest 
gait. The result was, that the lawyers went 
as rai)idly as they could, and that the judge 
ceased to urge them to go faster. 

In charging the jury, .Judge Doe acted upon 
the maxim that the princii)al object in speak- 
ing is to make yourself understood. He once 
asked an associate : " Did you instruct the 
jury in the precise language set out in the re- 



served case ' 



Yes," was the reply. 



"Well," returned Judge Doe, " it is all sound 
law, and would have ]>een admirable for an 
essay in a law review : but the jury could not 
have got any idea from it." " You do not," 
said be, " want to use legal phraseology to the 
jury. In charging them, you should translate 
the law into farmers' and mecjjanics' talk." 
In an inqiortant case in Cheshire county, 
wliere (Jalelj Cuslnng was counsel, there was 
an issue as to mental capacity, in respect to 
which both sides requested very fine-spun in- 
structions. After hearing theii- suggestions, 
the judge said: "I am going to tell the jury 
that if this man knew what he \\-as about, the 
transaction will stand: and if he ilidn't, it 
•won't." A look of unutterable ilisgust came 
over (General Cushing's intellectual counte- 
nance, but neither [larty excepted. \\'henever 
.Judge Doe thought that justice required it, he 
did not confine himself to charging on tlie law, 
but also summed up on tlie facts: and if he 
was of o})inion that one side had a weaker case 
than the other, he did not feel Ijound to con- 
ceal that opinion from tlie jury. A charge of 
bis in a criminal case is probably one of the 
shortest ever given: "fTcntlemen of the jury, 
I shouldn't want to convict the jirisoner on 
this evidence, but you can do as you like." 

While .fudge Doe was not very fii-mly bound 
by precedent in civil cases, yet it was on the 
criminal side of the court tliat be departed fur- 
thest from the old rules of })rocedure. Know- 
ing that the State cannot carry uj) exceptions, 
he sometimes struck out an entirely new path. 
Before the passage of the Statute of 1869, mak- 
ing respondents competent to testify in their 
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own l>elialf, it wa^s very coinnioii for counsel 
representing the aecnsod to eoiiiplain bitterly 
of the fact that their clientw' liiiH were sc>ale(l; 
and to assert that, if they could only have the 
privilege of testifying, they could satisfactoi-ily 
explain all incriminating cMi'cunistances. 
Judge Doe had probahly got very tii'cd of 
hearing this sort of talk in cases where there 
was no reasonable doul)t of guilt. One day, 
when a lawyer opening for the di^feuse was 
making these stereotyped assertions, lie was 
suddenly interrui)ted from the hencli. "Mr. 

, you may put your clients on the stand." 

"What, your Honor?'' "You will he permit- 
ted to call your clients as witnesses on their 
own behalf." Tlie learneil counsel, gradually 
recovering from his astonishment, turned and 
whisjiered to his junior: "\\'ell, John, we 
shall have to put the rascals on, and the I'csult 
will be conviction." 

During the first se\-en years of his juilicial 
life Judge Doc was not cons[)icuously [)roiiii- 
nent in Law Term work: aud his ap])carauces 
in the Reports were less freijueut than those 
of most of his colleagues. (Kach judge had 
then some discretionary po\\'er as to \\'hich of 
his oyiinions should be i'e})orted.) .ludge Doe's 
earliest o])inions a[ipear in .'Ut N. II. In the 
eight \-olumes from .'jO to 4(5, his opinions a\-- 
erage less than eight pages per \'olume, and of 
these only iwo (Underbill v. ^Lmcliestci-, 4') 
X. H. 214. and Fifield v. Northern H. U., A'l 
X. H. 225) are comparable in ability to many 
Avhich he subseijuently \\'irite. His first con- 
tributions to the i;e[)Orts wJiich excited the 
general interest and connnendation of the pi'O- 
fession were his ilissenting oi)inions in two 
cases in 47 N. H. ([)ublisheil in l.S(;9): Board- 
man V. Woodman, 47 N. H. 140, and Kendall 
V. Brownson, 47 X. H. 190. Aftei' 4S X. H. 
he did his full share in filling u])tbe volumes. 

Any one who examines his wf)rk will dis- 
cover that he liad two very oi)posite iricthods 
of writing opinions; some of his opinions be- 
ing among tlie most concise in the books, 
hardlj' containing more words than the head- 
note (indeed, in one instance, containing fewer 



words); while otbei's are among the longest to 
be found in the Reports. The in(|uiry sug- 
gests itself: \N\\y should a man, wlio had 
shown himself capable of writing such admi- 
rable short opinions, so often write extremely 
long ones? (_)ne reason is that he was in the 
minority in some of these cases, and was natu- 
rally anxious to fully justify bis dissent. See, 
for instance, besides the two cases in 47 N. H., 
already referred to, .State \. IMke. 49 X. H. 
40.S, Hale v. Everett, 5:? X. II. 1:;;!, and On' 
v. t^uimby, 54 X. H. (jO;!. There aiv also 
other cases where there \\-as originally a di\'is- 
ion in the court, although that fact is not 
stated in the Reports. Thus in Aldrich \'. 
Wrigiit, ").'> X. H. 39.S, jiopularly known as 
"The Mink case," a majority of his colleagues 
had in his absence decided the case the other 
way (i.e., "other" from the result finally 
reached), and had announced their decision. 
The opinion of .ludge Doe, ^\'bicb now appears 
in the liook as the opinion of the whole court, 
was originally written to con\'ince bis breth- 
ren of their error, and had the desired ett'ect. 
Again in Lisbon v. Lyon, 49 X. IL of).'}, though 
no dissent is expressed, yet the court wei-e not 
in fact unanimous unon the last point, so elab- 
orately discussed in the opinion, p[). .").S2-(1()5. 
But there is anotlier reason for the unusual 
fullness of some of .ludge I'oe's o[)inions. Lie 
foresaw, and answered in ad\'ance, objections 
not yet raised. A further reason also for the 
length of some opinions may be found in the 
writer's unwillingness to adopt implicitly the 
statements and reasoning of other men. L\-en 
when he substantially concuned in rt-sults, he 
frequently preferred a new method of state- 
ment an<l a new process of reasoning. It was 
not enougli for him that his ]))-e(lecess()rs had 
rejected erroneous conclusions. He insisted 
that the "negation of error" siiould not be 
based upon erroneous grounds. See, for e.x- 
am[ile, an elaborate discussion covt'ring thirty- 
three pages in Orr \. (^uimby, 54 N. 11. ()05- 
6.')8. "The obscurity of ovcr-elaboi-ati(.)n " is a 
phrase that lias been ap[)lic(l to one oi' more of 
Judge Doe's opinions. But that criticism is 
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well founded in only a few instances. Un- 
doubtedly, ideas are sometimes repeated, but 
the repetition is clothed in another form of 
words; the purpose being to reach different 
classes of readers through different forms of 
expression. And in these cases of repetition 
there will generally be found at the close a sin- 
gle forcible sentence summing up the whole 
discussion. 

No complete estimate can be formed of the 
value of a judge's work except by those who 
know the part lie played in the private delib- 
erations of the court. Here, as elsewliere. 
Judge Doe was conspicuously useful, not only 
in bringing about right decisions, but in pre- 
venting wrong ones. He seldom failed to dis- 
cover instantly the vital point of each case, 
and could always give strong reasons for his 
conclusions. (,)ne of his associates, who went 
upon the bench with a jjrettj' strong prejudice 
against him, afterwards said that he liad never 
seen any other man who could liew his way 
out of a difficulty so expeditiously and so 
neatly. 

It was not the least of Judge Doe's merits in 
the consultation room tljat he had not that ex- 
cessive pride of oi)inion which liandicaps so 
many men. Before the Statute of 1874 the 
judges were accustomed to sit at tlie Law Term 
in cases where their own Trial Term decisions 
came up for revision. Some I'ulings made by 
Judge Doe upon a certain trial in Coos county 
were sul)sequently overruled at the Law Term. 
The opinion was read by Judge Nesmith, who 
commented with unusual severity on the mis- 
takes made at tiie trial. The counsel, whose 
exceptions wei'e thus triumphantly sustained, 
hurried up to the bench and borrowed tlie 
manuscript of Judge Nesmith to gloat over it 
at his leisure. What was liis astonislnuent at 
finding that every word of the opinion was in 
the well-known handwriting of Judge J)oe ! 
A difference with a colleague on a ijuestion of 
law was not regarded l:)y Judge Doe as afford- 
ing matter of personal grievance. \\\i\\ his 
radical tendencies, he was not unfre(|uently 
found differing h'om Chief Justice Bellows, 



who was an admirable specimen of tln' conserv- 
ative lawyer of the old school. Yet the 
younger man regarded his older colleague 
with an almost filial affection. Judge Doe 
usually bore it with equanimity when he found 
hinrself in a present minority. He generally 
had faith to believe that his views would ulti- 
mately prevail, and this faith was not unfre- 
quently justified by subsequent results. Some 
of his most heretical dissenting opinions were 
finally i)ronounced ortliodox. Perhaps the 
strongest instance, under all the circumstances, 
is the view which he expressed in his solitary 
dissent in IJoardman v. Woodman, and again 
in State v. Pike, as to the admissibility of the 
opinions of non-expert witnesses upon a ques- 
tion of sanity. This view, after being thrice 
rejected by a court of which he was himself a 
mem])er, was finally a<lopted as law by a court 
from the membership of wliicli he had been 
carefully excluded, /. c. \)\ tlie court which 
existed from 1874 fo 1876. (See Hardy v. 
Merrill, r)6 N. PL 2.-21 .) 

The branch of law which, more than any 
other, he assisted in renovating and improving 
was the department of proceilure. Li most ju- 
risdictions, reform in tliis resjiect has been left 
to the Legislature ; and their attempts have 
too largely resulted in sul;)stituting one set of 
technicalities for another, and in giving occa- 
sion for volume upon volume of Practice lie- 
ports. (See 58 Albany Law Journal, pp. 151, 
152.) ]>ut the New Hampshire court, in 
Judge Doe's day, did not feel constrained to 
sit with folded hands, \\-aiting for tlie Legisla- 
ture to enact a poorly-drawn code. Instead of 
this, the judges [iroceeded to simplify practice 
by their own decisions : not merely by discour- 
aging formal olijeetions, but by boldly declar- 
ing tliat "i>arties are entitled to the mo.st just 
and convenient procedure that can lie invent- 
ed," and by distinctly recognizing "the judi- 
cial duty of allowing a convenient iirocedure 
as a necessary instrument of the administra- 
tion of the law of rights." (See the very able 
opinions in Metcalf v. (Jilmore, 59 N. PL, pp. 
4.">1 to 435, and Owen v. Weston, 63 X. H., 
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pp. GOO to ()()5.) The result is a flexil)ility of 
remedies in New Hampshire not surpassed hy 
any of the so-ealled "Code States"; and, fur- 
tlier, the absolute eertainty tliat eases \\ill be 
deeided on tlieir merits an<l tliat Justiee will 
not l)e "strangled in the net of form." .Judge 
Doe's mode of life an<l all his habits wi're dem- 
ocratic and simple in tlie extreme; and his 
love of sim]ilieity led him, when pi'esiding 
alone at /n'.v/ jirins. to go far towards al)olishing 
the mere forms and ceremonies which are usu- 
ally obser\'ed in the court room. But tliere 
was no omission of any incident of [irocedure 
whicli was really essential to the i-ights of 
suitors. 

When .Judge I>oe haiJ ln-en on the Ijench 
nearly fifteen years, a political o\'erturn took 
jilace in New Ham})shire, followed by tlie cus- 
tomary •• remodeling" of the judiciary. -Judge 
Doe made no complaint of the customary de- 
capitation. (Jn the contrary, he enjoyed the 
vacation tlms afforded him. b'pun his mar- 
riage, in l.sii-'j, to Editli Haven, daughter of 
George ^\'allis lda\'en, esq., of Portsmouth, he 
had settled at the oM fanuly homesteail in 
Rollinsford. He now s})ent two years of rest 
from court work at his pleasant home, giving 
niuch thought tij the liest ructliods of educat- 
ing his children, spending a good deal of time 
among his trees, and incideidally making use 
of this leisure to bring up some ai'rears of re- 
})orting. N'arious attempts were made during 
the interval to engage his services as counsel 
and as referee; but they were all unsuccessful. 
He also declined to accede to the substantially 
unanimous desire of his political fi'iends that 
he would accept a congressional nomination. 

When the State "turncil over again," in 
in 1S76, and a new court was estaldishcd, the 
appointment of chief justice was tendered to 
.Judge Doe without the slightest hesitation on 
the part of the executive. Jiut the otter was 
not accei)ted until after very great hesitation 
on the part of the recipient, who was reluctant 
to quit his [)Ieasant home life and A\dio, recall- 
ing former days, could not readily understand 
that the bar desired hiru in that iiosition. 



About two yeai's after his i-eturn to the 
bench an arrangemeid, was made with his col- 
leagut's, wbei'cln' he was excused from the 
bulk of the 'I'rial Tei'iii work in consideration 
of his giving extra time and attention to the 
Law Term liusiness. The result lias been that, 
though the chief justice \\as constaidly en- 
gaged in his judicial laljors, he was not so 
much before the public as heretofore, and 
hence many of tlie younger members of the liar 
have had but little personal knowleilge of 
him. 

OuQ feature of his service as chief justice 
should be especially mentioned ; and that is, 
the attempt to impro\'e the style of rcjiorting ; 
an atteuijit which has borne good fruit, though 
resulting at times in delays wliich are much 
to be regretted. As is well known, the state- 
ment of facts and tlie head-notes in the New 
Hampshire licjiorts have usually been prepared 
in each case by the judge delivering the opin- 
ion. (See liiqiorter's note, 41) N. H., pji. vii, 
viii.) This work in the earlier volumes was 
generally well done. But in 1850 (Jjaws, 
chap, yijl, section -1) tlie Jjcgislature jiut a 
premium on judicial pi'olixity, Ijy enacting 
that eacli judge, in addition to his regular sal- 
ary, should also be paid for all matter fui'uisheiJ 
to the reports at a certain rate pt'r each printed 
page. The more voluminous the report, the 
larger the com}iensation. This absurd ]>rovi- 
sion was repealed in l.So.j (J^aws, chaji. KJoO, 
sections ."-■) and .'36); but, meantime, the prac- 
tice of lengtliy reporting, though not adopted 
by all judges, had fiecome common. -Judge 
Doe ])egan \'ery early to shorten the \'olumin- 
ous statements of the reserved cases in making 
up his (jwn c(jntributions to the I'Cports. And 
when he liecame the head of the court in 1870 
he biTiught aliout a. concert of action among 
the judges with a view to tlie preparation of 
concise statements and accurate head-notes, as 
well as a careful revison of opinions and an 
elimination of dicta. 

For nearly twenty years -Juilgc Doc was tlie 
official head of the legal profession in New 
Hampshire. I>ut he rcall)' oc</npied a much 
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higher position. By tlie general consensus of 
his contemporaries he was the foremost man 
of the profession in the State ; foremost, not 
merely in name or in othcial position, but in 
fact. 

Judge Doe's intellectual superiority is to be 
ascribed to the fact that he united in himself 
qualities of the highest order, which are so di- 
verse that they are seldom found comljined in 
one person. He had a remarkable memory, a 
quality which sometimes exists "in dis})ropor- 
tion to other mental faculties." On the con- 
trary, he had also a remarkable power of clear 
thinking. Again, he had extraordinary quick- 
ness of perception and facility of ex^tression, 
qualities which are apt to Ije relied upon by 
their possessor to the exclusion of patient in- 
vestigation. Yet Judge Doe, despite the as- 
tonishing rapidity of his mental operations, 
fully realized that in many instances nothing 
avails except industrious researcli ; and there 
was no end to the amount of drudgery lie 
would go through. 

Intellectually he was, above all things else, 
original. Novelty had, undoubtedly, some 
charm for him, especially as to reaching con- 
clusions. His one controlling desire in every 
case was to do exact justice, and if this end 
could not be accomplisiieil save l)y setting at 
naught the so-called "wisdom of our ances- 
tors," he did not hesitate to go to that extremity. 

Judge Doe was not what would lie called a 
"general reader." He was not in the haljit of 
reading unless he had a special object. When- 
ever he was investigating a sujjject, he was 
indefatigalde in research, and examined every- 
thing that could liave an important bearing. 
Nor were his studies on such occasions con- 
fined to law books. For instance, when pre- 
paring his dissenting opinion in Hale \. Ev- 
erett, 53 N. H. lo3, he spent weeks, and prob- 
ably months, in reading history and theology. 
But he never read for the mere sake of read- 
ing ; nor (lid he make use of light literature as 
a mental rest or recreation. In his whole life 
he read only one novel, and not more than 
three books outside of his special studies. 



Socially -ludge Doe was one of the most de- 
lightful of men. He did not reserve himself 
for great occasions, but always abounded in 
good sayings. Few persons have ever spent 
an hour in his company without carrying 
away something to remenrber him by. He 
was not an overpowering talker, who did not 
know how to listen. Nor was he one of those 
who carefully prepare their bright remarks. 
On the contrary, the best things ever heard 
from him were off-hand comments on, or re- 
plies to, remarks made by others. It should be 
added that, uidike some humorists, he could 
ai)preciate a joke of which he was himself the 
subject. Judge Doc's strong sense of humor, 
though usually restrained on the bench, crops 
out in the opinion in De Lancey v. Ins. Co., 
52 N. H., pp. 587 to 591. A few years ago, 
when the arguments and influence of the in- 
surance companies seemed certain to defeat a 
bill pending in the Massachusetts Legislature, 
a member rose, with the " Fifty-second New 
Hampslhre" in his hand, and said that he 
should like to read to his colleagues the opin- 
ion expressed by the Sttpreme Court of New 
Hampshire relative to insttrairce companies. 
Before the reading had progressed far, the 
Flouse was convulsed with laughter, and there 
was no further effective opposition to the pas- 
sage of the bill. 

But tliere was one thing which Jitdge Doe's 
frieiids prized far more than his intellectual 
ability or his conversational power, and that 
was his kindness of heart. Not to speak here 
of charities in his neighborhood, or of his sym- 
pathy and lielpfulness in sickness, special men- 
tion should lie made in this connection of his 
hel})fulness to the memljers of his own profes- 
sion. He was the l^est of friends to law stu- 
dents, to yoitng practitioners, and to older law- 
yers who were on the point of assuming the 
unfamiliar duties of judicial })Osition. His ad- 
vice was always to the })oint, and given solely 
with'a view to the good of the recipient. 

He liad great charity for the failings of oth- 
ers. He could "put himself iir the other man's 
place," and realize the obstacles in his path. 
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To a sarcastic remark made to him about the 
conduct of a man of generally high character, 
who seemed to be in one instance unduly in- 
fluenced by personal friendship, his rej)ly was 
simply: "Lord, lead '(x not into temptation !" 

Although Judge Doe's death took the l)ar by 
surprise, yet his health had l)een very precari- 
ous at several periods during his judicial ca- 
reer; but his great mental })0\vers remained 
unimpaired to tlie last moment of his life. He 
died suddenly, March 9, iStKi, at the railroad 
station in RoUinsford, wliile on his way to the 
adjourned Law Term at Concord. 

Twenty-three years earlier his predecessor, 
Chief Justice Bellows, passed away suddenly 
at precisely the same period in the judicial 
year. Wliat Judge Doe then said in regard to 
his friend may now, with a slight change, be 
applied to his own legal careei': The lesson of 
his life is that of devotion to work.' 



TO.SEPII HILLIARD WORCESTER, 
C_J Rochester, N. H., is one of the leading 
members of the liar of Stratford county, of wliich 
he has been an active memlicr for thirty-five 
years. His parents were Isaac and Julia 
(Hilliard) \\'orcester, wlio were among the 
pioneers of tlie section in which tliey settled. 
Isaac Worcester ilescendeil from William Wor- 
cester, who immigrated and settled in Boston 
in 1636. The former was a prominent man 
in Stratford county, N. II., for many years, 
where lie was closely connected witli the Ali- 
olition party, was firm and outspoken in his 
views against slavery, and was the jiersonal 
friend and counselor of many of tlie noted 
leaders of the anti-slavery movement at a time 
when it required strong moral stamina antl 
some personal risk to defend his convictions. 

Joseph H. Worcester was born on December 
31, 1830, at Alilton, N. IL, and received his 

1 This sketch is abbreviated from the very interest! nj^ Memoir 
of Chief Justice Doe, read before the Southern New Hampshire 
Bar Association, by Professor Jeremiah Smith of Harvard Law 
School, formerly Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of New 
Hampshire. 



education in the jiublic schools and at Brown 
rui\'ersity. He })ursued his study of the law 
ill the office of (.'yrus K. Sanborn, of Koches- 
ter, and was admitted to the bar in 1804. 
Immediately after his admission he began the 
jiractice of his })rofession in Jiocbester. Llis 
practice has been of a general character, and 
has established for him the reputation of an 
honest, painstaking and able counselor. He 




JOSEPH H. WORCES'ri<:R. 

lias always taken an active interest in such 
measures as have Ijeen inaugurated for the 
development and advancement of his city and 
county, and in every way has proved himself 
a worthy member of his profession and a citi- 
zen of unquestioned intelligence and purity. 



JOHN KINDER was born 111 thecity of Dover, 
N. li., on the 29th of April, 1 855. He was 
given good opportunities for ac<|uiring an edu- 
cation, and graduated from the Dover High 
School in the class of 1871, fitting for college 
under a local tutor. He graduated from Dart- 
mouth College in the class of 1876, and in 
pursuance of his life purjiose liegan the study 
of law in the office of Frank HoIjIis of Dover in 
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the same year of his graduation. He was ad- 
mitted to the bar in August, 1879. During 
the past twenty years, he has enjoyed an ex- 
cellent measure of professional success. He 
has always taken an active interest in pul)- 
lic and political affairs, and was elected solic- 
itor for Strafford county in November, 1886. 
It is sufficient connnentary upon the satisfac- 
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JOHN KIVEL. 

tion which he gave in this ottice to state that 
he was re-elected in 1888 and again in 1890. 
Mr. Kivel is still a young man, l>ut his future 
success and hitilier honors seem assured. 



OLIVER ERNESTO BRANCH, ex- 
United States district attorney for New 
Hampshire, was liorn in Madison, Lake county, 
Ohio, July 19, 1847, son of William Witter 
and Lucy J. (Bartram) Branch. William Witter 
Branch was born in Aurelius, N. Y., August 1, 
1804, was a lawyer, and one of the judges of 
the Court of Common Bleas in Lake county, 
t)hio. He was one of the leading citizens of 
northern r)]iio, and tlirough his efforts the 
charter for the Clevelanil. Painesville it Asli- 



tabula Railroad was obtained, wdiich afterwards 
developed into the great Lake Shore system. 
He was the son of Deacon William Branch, 
of Preston, Conn., born September 3, 1760, 
who was a soldier of tlie Revolution, serving in 
Washington's command from April, 1777, to 
the close of the war. He was in the battles 
of Monmouth, Germantown, Fort Miflin and 
Yorktown. He was one of Major Andre's 
guard during his trial, and helped to take his 
body down from the gallows. He was mar- 
ried Noveml,)er 27, 1796, to Lucretia, daughter 
of Asa and Elizabeth (Tracy) Branch, and de- 
scendant of Samuel and Estlier (Richmond) 
Tracy, Jonathan Tracy, Thomas Tracy of 
Tewksbury, Eng., and Peter Branch of High 
Halden, Eng. Asa was the son of Samuel 
Branch of Preston, Conn., born there August 
6, 1729, and died in 1772. Samuel married, 
March 17, 1752, Hannah, daughter of Jo- 
seph and Elizabeth (Gore) Witter, granddaugh- 
ter of Eljenezer and Dorothy (Morgan) Witter, 
and descendant of Josiah and Elizalieth 
(Wlieeler) Witter, and William Witter of Lynn, 
^lass. Samuel was the son of Samuel Branch 
of Preston, Conn., Ijorn there September 3, 
1701, Avho died there August 25, 1767. The 
elder Samuel inarried. May 23, 1728, Anne, 
daughter of Samuel and ^lercy Laml) of Ston- 
ington. Conn., and granddaughter of John 
Lamb of (Troton, Conn. He was the son of 
Peter Brancli of Preston, Conn., born at Marsh- 
field, Mass., in 1659, who moved to Norwich, 
Conn., in 1680, was one of the founders of 
Preston, Conn., in 16.S3, and died in Preston, 
December 27, 1713. Peter married Hannah, 
daugfiter of Thomas and Mary (Austin) Lin- 
coln, and granddaughtei' of Thomas Lincoln, 
"Tlie Miller," of Taunton, Mass. He was 
the son of Joljii Brancli of High Hahleu, 
Eng., who came to America in 1638, at the 
age of ten years, with his fatlier, Peter Branch, 
and settled at Scituate, Mass. John married 
Nancy Speed of Scituate, December 6, 1652. 
Peter Branch of High Halden, Eng., a carpen- 
ter, father of John Branch, sailed for America 
in the ship "Castle," in 1638, and died on 
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shipboard. He was married January 14, 1(J2;), 
to Elizabeth Gillame. 

Lucy J. Bartram, mother of(_)liver E. Brancli, 
was the daughter of Uriah and Rebecca (Will- 
iams) Bartram, granddaughter of Daniel and 
Ann (Merchant) Bartram of Reading, and de- 
scendant of Elinor ((.'hauncey) ^lercliant, Israel 
Chauncey of New Haven, and Rev. ('harles 
Chauneey, second president of Harvard College. 
She M'as Ijorn at Fairfield, Conn., INIay 25, 
1816. 

Oliver E. Brancli received his early educa- 
tion in the [)ublic schools at Madison (Ohio) 
and Whitestown (N. Y.) Heminary. He en- 
tered Hamilton College in 1869 and was grad- 
uated in 187o, with the highest lionors of his 
class. He won the rhetorical honor, and was 
successful "Head Prize" orator, " Clark Prize" 
orator, and "McKinney Prize" deljater during 
liis senior year. After graduation he was 
principal of the Forestville Free Academy and 
Union School, at Forestville, N. Y., for two 
years. In 1875 he entered Columjjia College 
Law School, graduating in May, 1877, with 
tlie degree of LL.B. He received the degree 
of A. M. from Hamilton in 1876 and the same 
honor from Dartmouth in 1896. He was ad- 
mitted to tlie Ijar in New York in .June, 1.S77, 
and there began the practice of law, being as- 
sociated with his brother, John L. Brancli, 
until 1883, when lie moved to Weare, N. H., 
to engage in literary work, and was admitted 
to the bar of N^ew Hampshire in the same year. 
He was a member of the New Hampshire Leg- 
islature in 1887 and 1889 and was a member 
of the judiciary committee during Ijoth sessions. 
He was the candidate of his party for speaker 
in tlie session of 1 889. During his career in tlie 
Legislature lie became widely known, and his 
reputation as a lawyer and orator was (juickly 
established. His speech in the session of l!S<S7 
on the "Hazen Jiill," so called, was considered 
the great speech of that remarkable session. 
Since 1889 he has been in active practice in 
Manchester, moving there from Weare in 1894. 
He has Vjeen counsel for the Boston & Maine 
Railroad in all their important litigation in 



New Hamjishire for the last ten years. Lie 
was counsel for tlie Mancbester & Lawrence 
Railroail in the suit brougiit against the (Jou- 
coi'd Railroad, arising out of the operation of 
the Lawrence Railroad by the Concord from 
LS56 to 1.S87, and in wliicli the largest judg- 
ment ever recoi'ded in the State was obtained. 
He was the counsel foi- the Boston & Maine 
in the long and complicated litigation with 
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the Concord & Montreal Railroad prior to the 
consolidation of the two systems, and also for 
the Manchester & Lawrence Railroad in the 
suit brougiit by the State to recover claims 
aggregating nearly a million dollars. Mr. 
Bi'ancli has made a s})ecialty of corporation 
law and lias an extensive clientage. During 
the last ten years he has argued a larger num- 
ber of cases at the law term of tlie Supreme 
(Jourt tlian any other member of the bar, and 
is one of the busiest men in his })rofession. 
He is in the front rank of jury trial lawyers, 
and is equally at home in the cross-examina- 
tion of witnesses and the summing up of evi- 
dence. 

In 1.S91 Mr. Branch was earnestly recom- 
mended for ajipointment to the bench of the 
United States ('ircuit (.'ourt, receiving the en- 
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dorsement of the entire bench of New Hamp- 
shire, as well as of many of leading lawyers of 
the State. In a personal letter of recommend- 
ation Chief Justice Doe said, "He is a lawyer 
of the first class, the head of the New Hamp- 
shire bar. In the argument of law questions 
in the law term he is without a competitor." 
In 1898 he was strongly urged to accept a 
position on the bench of the Supreme Court of 
New Hampshire to succeed Chief .Justice Lewis 
W. Clark, but declined to leave his large and 
profitable law practice. 

He was appointed United States district at- 
torney for the District of New Hampshire by 
President Cleveland, March 15, 1894, was 
moderator for the town of Weare from 1884 to 
1892, is vice-president of the New England 
Association of the Hamilton College Alumni, 
and of the Delta Upsilon fraternity. He is 
also a member of the Phi Beta Kappa society, 
and of the Delta Upsilon of Hamilton College. 
He has always been a Democrat, and has been 
active in every campaign since the presiden- 
tial election of 1868, and was permanent 
chairman of the Democratic State Convention 
in New Hampshire in 1892. 

Mr. Branch is u gentleman of fine scholarly 
and musical tastes and literary accomplishment. 
As an orator he is particularly brilliant, and 
his command of graceful language is as re- 
markable as it is pleasing. His arguments 
and speeches always show the work of a close 
thinker and finished writer. 

He was married at Weare, N. H., October 
17, 1878, to Sarah M. Chase, only daughter of 
the late John W. Chase. They have four 
cliildren : Oliver Winslow, l)orn (Jctoljer 4, 
1879 ; Dorothy Witter, born December 6, 1881 : 
Frederick William, Iwrn September 18, Issi;, 
and Raiiilol})li Wellington, Ijorn Novemljer 
26, 1890. 



N. H., October 26, 1847, and is a son of Will- 
iam K. A. Hoitt and Sarah C. Swain. When 
he was seven years old his parents removed to 
Dover, where he fitted for college in Franklin 
Academy, entered Dartmouth College in 1867 
and was graduated in 1871. The following 
three years he devoted to teaching school in 
Nashua and Boston, preliminary to Ijeginning 
the study of law. Entering the law office of 




CHARLES W. HOITT. 

Hon. S. M. Wheeler, in Dover, he studied there 
one year, when he changed to the office of Gen. 
A. F. Stevens, of Nashua. At the close of two 
years of study in that office he was admitted 
to the bar in September, 1877. From that 
time to the present he has l)een in active and 
successful })ractice in tlie city of Nashua. He 
received the appointment of police justice in 
April, 1889, and still holds the office. In the 
same year he was a member of the Constitu- 
tional Convention. 

By persistent sturly and a wide range of 
reading, Mr. Hoitt has stored his mind with 
an extensive knowledge of the law, as well as 
a larse fund of general information. 



CHARLES WILLIAM HOITT, justice of 
the Police Court of tlie the city of Nashua, 
New Hampshire, was born in New Market, 



BIOGRA PHICA L.—NE W HA MPS HIRE. 



61 



WILLIAM LA\\^RENCE FOSTER, 
M. A., Keene and Concord, associate 
justice of the Supreme Judicial Court, cliief 
justice of tlie Circuit Court, and a justice of 
the Supreme Court of New Hampshire from 
1869 to 18(S1, was the only son of John and 
Sophia (Willard) Foster and was born in West- 
minster, A'ermont, June 1, 18^3.' Edmund 
Foster, his grandfather, was born in Croton, 
Mass., in 1754. He was graduated from Yale 
College, studied for the ministry, and became 
quite a prominent preacher. He was settled 
over the church in Littleton, Mass., and con- 
tinued to be its pastor until his death in 1825, 
a period of over forty years. He was at one 
time a member of the Massachusetts Senate. 
In 1783 he married Phoel:)e, daughter of Col- 
onel William Lawrence, of Littleton. Through 
his paternal grandmother. Judge Foster traced 
his descent from Robert Lawrence, of Lanca- 
shire, England, -who was born aljout 1150. 
Attending his sovereign, Richard Creur de 
Lion, in the war of the Crusades in the Holy 
Land, he so distinguished himself in the siege 
of Acre that he was knighted Sir Roljert of 
Ashton Hall. John Foster, father of Judge 
Foster, removed to Fitzwilliam, N. H., in 1825, 
and thence in 1834 to Keene, N. H., where he 
died February 7, 1854. He was a captain in 
the old New Hampshire militia, and was for 
many years high sheriff of tlie county of 
Cheshire. 

Judge Foster, when a boy, attended the 
common schools and afterwards studied in the 
Keene and Walpole Academies. When alxjut 
seventeen years of age he connnenced the study 
of law in the office of Levi Cliambeilain. In 
1844 and 1845 he attended the Harvard Law- 
School at Cambridge, Mass. In 1845 he was 
admitted to the New Hampshire Ijar in Keene, 
and for a short time was in partnership with 
John N. Baxter and aftervA'ard with Mr. Cham- 
berlain. From 1845 to 1849 he was post- 
master at Keene. From 1849 to 1S53 lie was 
clerk of the New Hampshire Senate. He was 

' Adapted from an address delivered bv Harry G. .Sargent, 
of Concord, before the seventh annual meeting of the New Hamp- 
shire Bar Association held at Concord, Februarv 38. 189b. 



a moml:)er of (kjvci'uor Hinsmore's staff with 
the I'ank of colonel, and by him was appointed 
in 1850 State rejiorter, holding that office until 
185(). During his term of office he edited vol- 
umes 17 to 19 and 21 to 31, inclusive, of the 
New Hamiisliire Reports. In April, 1853, he 
removed from Keene to Concord, wdiere he 
entered into partnei'ship with John H. (Tcorge. 




WILLIAM L. FOSTER. 



Hon. Charles I'. Sanborn suljsequently Ijecame 
amemberof the firm, and upon Colonel ( icorge's 
retirement therefrom in 1867 the [tartnership 
was continued by Messrs. Foster and Sanborn 
until Octolier, 1869. Judge Foster was a inem- 
jjer of the Legislature in 18(J2 and 1863. In 
1863 he received from Dartmouth College the 
honorary degree of Master of Arts. He was ap- 
pointed ajudgeof the NexA' Hampsliire Supreme 
Judicial Court October 1, 1.S69, and held that 
office until Octolier 1, 1S74, when, u[)(in the 
reorganization of tlie courts, lie was appointed 
chief justice of the (.'ircuit Couif, \\'ith the late 
Judges Stanley and Rand as his associates. 
(.)ctoljer 1, 1876, lie was appointed an associate 
justice of the Sujireme ( 'ourt of New Hamp- 
shire. He resigned that office July 1, 18.S1. 
and resumed the jiractice of law, in \vhicli he 
continued until bis death. 
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Judge Foster had the rare distinction of 
having been a distiuguislied, learned, and 
brilliant lawyer, and an eloquent and accom- 
plished advocate as well as an honorable, im- 
partial and able judge. It was my privilege 
to have been somewhat intimately associated 
with him during the latter part of his life. 
He was the most even tempered man I ever 
knew. He had a marvelous disposition — per- 
fectly calm and serene on all occasions. He 
had about him a pleasing dignity which in- 
vited good fellowship while it repelled famil- 
iarity. He never spoke an unkind word or 
did an unkind thing. Nature had stamped 
upon him the undefinable (juality of a gentle- 
man. He was courteous to everybody and 
especially gracious to young members of the 
bar. On all occasions he delighted those who 
had the opportunity of listening to him. It 
is not extravagance or flattery to say that he 
graced and adorned every subject on which he 
expressed himself in a formal way. His ad- 
dress at tlie dedication of Blossom Hill Ceme- 
tery in Concord, that as retiring president of 
the Southern New Hampshire Bar Association, 
and that at the law term upon Chief .lustice Doe 
fully demonstrated his ability as an orator. 
They may all be styled "gems." His opening 
argument in the Jenness will case, for clear- 
ness, terseness, and eloquence, would be diffi- 
cult to surpass. Although Judge Foster had 
naturally a remarkable facility of expression 
lie did not rely on tliis alone, but carefully and 
industriously jirepared all his arguments before 
juries and the court as well as his addresses 
upon formal occasions. His reported cases as 
counsel are contained in the New Hampshire 
Reports, A'ols. 18 to 20 inclusive, 25 to 30 in- 
clusive, 32 and 33, 35 to 49 inclusive, 52, and 
61 to 66 inclusive. Those cases number 168, 
and do not include his work before inferior 
tribunals or in the United States courts, in 
which he was an extensive practitioner. 

As a judge he would i)reside at a trial fairly, 
rule intelligently, reserve exceptions honestly 
and clearly. As a law judge he was always 
desirous of hearing causes fully discussed by 



counsel and receiving all the light they could 
give in-the case; and, at the conclusion he in- 
vestigated the questions thoroughly, and wrote 
an opinion in which his propositions were 
plainly stated and amply sustained by reason 
and authority ; and his opinions stand as some 
of the classics of judicial literature. His opin- 
ions as judge are contained in \'ols. 49 to 60 
inclusive and 65 and 66, and number 243 and 
occupy 706 printed pages. He presided at 
sixty-one trials, covering a period of 1,249 
days; attended about 150 days of law term 
work; presided at 396 jury trials; and heard 
16 homicide cases, nine of which were for 
murder in the first degree, in four of which 
the accused were sentenced to death and three 
of them were hanged. 

No man was more honorable than he in his 
dealings with his associates. His word once 
given, no written statement was needed. His 
rulings as a memljer of the court were always 
characterized by the same fairness and courtesy 
which he had shown at the bar. Master of a 
clear and easy English style, his opinions, 
even when declaring some plain and simple 
point of law, or when discussing some more 
abstruse problem, were listened to with pleas- 
ure by his hearers and are read with profit and 
satisfaction. He spared no pains to go to the 
bottom of any case whicli came into his hands. 
He did not ask for or seek political preferment. 
Indeed, practical politics were distasteful to 
him, and he was in every sense of the word a 
true lawyer. The (jualities which made iiim 
a good judge made him a very satisfactory ref- 
eree, and for a few years after he left the bench 
he probaldy tried more cases as referee than 
any other man in New Hampshire. Possessed 
of great common sense, his rulings upon ques- 
tions of law were clear and decided, but never 
arbitrary, and in judging of men and weigh- 
ing testimony he was equalled by few and 
exceeded by none. One of his most satisfac- 
tory characteristics as a referee was his dispo- 
sition and desire to hear counsel ujjon both 
sides of the case argue it fully. His decisions 
always commanded respect. He was greatly 
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interested in the Soutlieru New Hampshire 
Bar Association from its inception, and was 
its first vice-president and its president from 
Fehruary, 1893, to February, 1894. He died 
August 13, 1897. 

Judge Foster was married in January, 1853, 
to Harriet jNIorton Perlcins, daughter of Hon. 
Hamilton E. Perlcins, of Hopkinton, N. H., 
who survived liini. He also left four children : 
Elizabeth Bradluiry, widow of Hon. Edgar H. 
Woodman: Mary Bartlett, wife of Lieutenant 
Marshall: \Villiam Hamilton Foster: and 
Roger Elliott Foster. 



CFIARLES J. HAMBLETT, United States 
district attorney, Nashua, N. H., was 
])orn in that city, January 1^1, l.S()-2, son of 




CHAKI.es J. HAMBLETT. 

Judson A. and Mary J. (Perkins) llamhlett. 
When he was fi\'c years of age he removed 
with liis family to Milford, where he attemled 
the puldic school, and was graduated from the 
Milford High School in 1880. He then attend- 
ed a private school for a year, after which he 
pursued his studies at Francestown Academy, a 
preparatory school, taking the four years' 



course in t«-o years. After being graduated 
from France.stown Academy in 1883, he com- 
menced the study of law hi the office of Rol>- 
ert M. Wallace, of Milford, and the office of 
Bainbridge ^\■adleigh in Boston, and was grad- 
uated from the Boston University of Law in 
1889. He began the practice of law in Nashua 
on the loth of Octol.)er, 1,S89. In 1887 he was 
elected assistant clerk of the New Hampshire 
Senate, and was re-elected in 1889. In 1891 
and 1893 lie was elected clerk of that Ijody. 
In 1S91 he was elected city solicitor of the city 
of Nashua, and was re-electeil to that office in 
189-2, 1893 and 1.S94. He was appointed 
United States district attorney by President 
McKiidey in ^hircli, 1898, and assumed the 
duties of his office on Marcli 16. 

Ah'. Haml:)lett was married on October 4, 
1894, to (leorgie Ellen Stevens, daughter of 
David and Cornelia Stevens. They have two 
chilih'cn, Mary Stevens Hanildett and Robert 
Burns Hamblett. 



JOHN Y. MUGRIDGE was born at Mere- 
t_J dith ISridgc, now Laconia, N. H., April 
18, 1«32. He died at Concord, N. H., April 
14, 1883. He fitted for college at ( Jilford 
Acadern}' Init ilid not take a college course. 
He studied law in the office of Col. Thomas J. 
Whipple at Mercditli and later with Hon. Asa 
Fowler of Concord, N. H. 

In 1854 he 0})ened an office in Concord in 
connection with Judge Fowler, and their as- 
sociation continued until Mr. Fowder \\'as ap- 
pointed to the I)ench July 20, 1855. From 
this time he practiced Ijy himself until 185() 
when he formed a ])artnersliip with Hon. 
Josiah Alinot. Later he was associated with 
Mason ^\^ Tap})aii, Ijut for several years jtrior 
to his death he was alone. 

He was city solicitor of Conconl, N. II., from 
18(Jl to ISIJ.S; member of tlie Legislature from 
Concord iu 18()3, 18(j4 and 1875: mend)er of 
the Senate in ISijS and I8<i9, and president of 
that body in the latter vear. He married 



64 



THE JUDICIARY AND THE BAR OF NEW ENGLAND. 



Maria, daughter of the hite Dr. Eaton, of War- 
ner, in February, 1.S5S, l.y whom he liad two 
chihh-en, Mrs. Fred L. Pattee and John Mug- 
ridge, who with his widow wurvive him and 
are now living in Concord, X. H. 

For the last ten years of his life Mr. Mus- 
ridge was reputed to lie one of the strongest 
lawyers in Xew Hampsliire and probably the 
foremost jury lawyer. He liad, perhaps, the 
largest and most devoted legal clientage in the 




JOHN Y. MUGRIDGE. 

State and it seemed as if almost e\'eryl)ody 
could Ije counted within the ciix-le of liis ex- 
tensive acquaintance. He \\'as exceedingly 
polite in his salutations and always had a kind 
word to say to the humblest as well as the 
highest. In many things he was as gentle and 
susceptible as a child. He met tiie varied 
emergencies of a trial, especially before a jury, 
with superior aptness and consummate ability. 
]Mr. Mugridge was a lover of young men 
and he liked to have them about him to a re- 
markable degree. At different times thirty- 
eight entered his office to study law and tliirty- 
four of them graduated and were adnutted to 
the Ijar. Of this number Luther S. Morrill, of 
Concord, X. H., was clerk of ^Merrimack County 
Court for a numfier of vears: the late .James 



B. Fassett, justiceof the Police Courtof Nashua, 
X. H. ; Harry C Sargent, ex-couuty solicitor 
of ]ilerrimack county, and now city solicitor of 
Concord, N. H. ; the late Arthur W. Silsby, 
judge of probate for Merrimack county ; Sam- 
uel E. Holden, now in business in the West; 
Fred I£. (_T0uld, esq., now in business in Con- 
cord, X. H.; G. A. :\rarden of the Lowell 
Courier, ex-speaker of the Massachusetts House 
of Representatives; I^ev. Lloward F. Hill, son 
of Hon. John ^L Hill ; the late Hon. Edgar 
H. Woodman, ex-mayor of Concord; Hon. 
Henry Iiol>inson, now postmaster of Concord, 
X. H. These were among the students in his 
office who liave succeeded in later life. 

]\Ir. Mugridge, though honored with public 
ottice, cared nothing for political eminence. 
He devoted himself to his profession with an 
indefatigable zeal and tlie fidelity for the best 
interest of his clients that won for him the 
highest honors. 

He was a dutiful son and lo\'ing hu.sband, 
an indulgent fatlier, a devoted friend, an able 
and astute lawyer, a kind hearted gentleman 
and an etficient and valualjle citizen. 



NATHANIEL CiOOKIX UPHAM, LL.D., 
Bristol and Concord, associate justice of 
the Hew Hampshire Superior Court from 183.3 
to LS42, was the son of Hon. Xathaniel and 
Judith (Cogswell) Upham, and a grandson of 
Lieut. -Col. Tliomas Cogswell, of Haverhill, 
Mass., who participated in the battle of Bunker 
Hill and served throughout the Revolutionary 
war. His ancestors on both sides were Puri- 
tans. 

Judge Upham was born in Deerfield, X. H., 
January 8, 1801, and when one year old went 
with liis parents to Rochester, in the same 
State, where he passed his early life. He at- 
tended Phillips Exeter Academy, was gradu- 
ated from Dartmouth College in 1820, and 
then Ijegau the study of law in the office of his 
brother-in-law, David Barker, jr., of Rochester. 
(_)n I)eing admitted to the Xew Ham])shire liar, 
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about 1823, lie conimciK'fd jn'actice i\i ISi'istol, 
but in 1829 uiovod to (.'oneoi'd, wberu he sub- 
sequently resided. In 18.3;], at the early a,<j,'e 
of thirty-two, he was appointed an associate 
justice of the Superior Court of New Hamp- 
shire, and remained ou the bench for ten years, 
resigning in 1843 to accept the position of su- 
perintendent of the Concord railroad. A few 
years later he was cho.sen president of that cor- 
poration, and was actively connected with it 
until 18(36. 

Judge Uphani was a nienil)er of the State 
constitutional convention of 1850, and chair- 
man of the business committee of that Ijodv, 




NATHANIEL G. UPHAM. 



and in 1853 he was ap[iointed liy I'rt-sident 
Pierce as commissioner on the part of the 
United States to adjust numerous claims be- 
tween citizens of this country and (^reat Brit- 
ain and between those of Great Britain and the 
United States. He proceeded to London and 
with the English commissioner adjusted satis- 
factorily claims aggregating several million 
dollars, and many of them involved difficult 
(juestions of international law. In ls(j2 he 
was selected to perform a similar service as 
umpire in a commission for the ailjustment of 



claims jjetween the United States and New 
Granada. 

In politics Juilge Upliaiii was a .Jeffersonian 
democrat, but in 18(Jl he cast his inHuence 
with the Union men of the North, and in 1865 
and l8(j(i was a representative to tlie State 
legislature. He was also active in promoting 
the adoption of the latest amendments to the 
Federal constitution. \\v ac(|uired a large 
practice and an honoraljle standing during his 
brief career at the liar, and on the bench dis- 
played the highest juilicial qualihcations. As 
}>resident of the Concord railroad for more 
than twenty years he developed business abil- 
ity of a high order. He was a great student, 
a man of remarkable industry, conscientious 
in the performance of duty, and a forcilile and 
versatile writer. Among his puljlished ad- 
dresses may Ijc mentioned an eulogy on LaFay- 
ette at the re(juest of the State legislature, an 
address on "Reljellion, Slavery, and Peace," 
before the Concord lyceum, and one on the 
" Progress of (.'ivil Jjiberty in New Ilaiupshire," 
before the New Ilampslnre Plistorical society, 
of which he was president. He also prepared 
a compilation emliracing the best thoughts of 
ancient and modern authors, together with 
maxims wliicli were the results of his own re- 
flections, Init it was never pulilished, although 
it was pi'onounced a work of merit. He was 
acti\'e and useful in promoting the Iiest inter- 
ests of the city in which he resided, and as a 
lawyer, judge, and citizen was universally re- 
resjiected and esteemed. He died in Concord, 
N. H., on tlie 11th of Decemlier, 1869. 

•ludge U})ham was married (Jctober 28, 1829, 
to ISelsey W., daughter of Nathaniel Lord, of 
Kemiebuidvport, Me., who ilied August 17, 
18.");!, leaving a son and a ilaugbtei' — the latter 
the wife of .loseph ]>. Walker, of Concoi'd. 
.luilge U[iham's second wife was I'^lizabetb W. 
Burnham, of Pemliroke, N. IL, who survived 
him, ilying in the spring of 18.S2. They had 
two children, one of w bom, a son, died at tlje 
aire of twentv-nine vears. 
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GEORCJE B. FRENCH was born at Tufton- 
borough, New Hampshire, November 
27th, 1846, the sou of James and Eveline A. 
(Moulton) French. His paternal ancestors 
were among the first settlers on the eastern 
shore of Winnipesaukee ; his maternal ancestors 
were pioneers of the wilderness and helped 
settle the town where they resided, naming it 
Moultonborough, which name it still bears. 
Mr. French l)egan his education in the public 
schools of Moultonborough, to which place his 
parents removed when he was about five years 
of age ; fitted for college at the New Hamp- 
shire Conference seminary and Female college, 
at Tiltou, being a student there in 186(3, 1867 
and 1868. He entered Dartmouth college in 
the last year mentioned and was graduated in 
1872. Following graduation, he was principal 
of the high school in Milford two years, and 
then read law one year in the office of Wad- 
leigh & Wallace. Mr. French was influenced 
to make the law his profession through early 
impressions on his mind of a maternal uncle, 
a j'oung man whose professional career was 
cut short b}' death. Leaving the office of 
Wadleigh & Wallace, Mr. French went to 
Boston and continued his studies in the office 
Nathan Morse, a former partner of A. A. 
Ranney, attended lectures at the Boston uni- 
versity, and was admitted to practice in 
Boston, May 24, 1876. On the first day of 
the following Septemljer lie removed to Nasliua, 
where he has since resided, ami began the 
practice of his profession. 

The prominence and success that Mr. French 
has attaine<l in Ids profession warrant tlie 
statement that he ranks among tlie leading 
practitioners in the Granite State. He has a 
methodical mind, firmness of conviction and 
decision, is energetic, and nothing goes by de- 
fault. In flxct, he makes a cai'cful and pains- 
taking study — often fathoming puzzling 
mysteries M'itli the aliility of a detective — of 
every case in which he is retained, and ui)0n 
entering a trial is fully prejiared to parry his 
opponent and meet the issue ; there is none 
of the hesitancv and half-heartedness tliat oiten 



weakens a cause ; he is earnest, foi'cible and 
direct, keeping the attention of court and juror 
directed to the problems involved on his side ; 
in a word, no impression is given that he 
entertains any doubt concerning the final out- 
come. Mr. French has made successful issue 
in a large number of cases that were involved 
in dece}ition, fraud and even forgery, many of 
which became noteworthy. His success before 
a jury is due to a remarkaljle faculty for group- 
ing, explaining and arguing scattered and 
apparently conflicting testimony in a manner 
that, without attempt at oratory or flgurative 
speech, is persuasive and eflective. He is an 
interesting and instructive speaker, but owing 
to the professional demands upon his time 
appears but seldom before the public. His 
ability and worth as an advocate is known 
and appreciated throughout the State. 

Mr. French gave the city several years of 
faithful and valualjle service as a member of 
the Ijoard of education, and represented ward 
four in the constitutional convention of 1889. 
He was appointed l:>y Governor Goodale one of 
the commissioners to revise the statutes of 
New Hampshire, Imt resigned Ijefore entering 
upon the work, not seeing his \^'ay clear to 
devote the neces.sary time to it. He is presi- 
dent of the Nashua Trust comj^any, a nieiuber 
of the First Congregational society, of Ancient 
York lodge, A. F. and A. M., and an enthu- 
siastic sportsman. He is the owner, with Dr. 
E. F. McQuesten, Dr. Bradford Allen, William 
H. Beasom, Charles -J. Hamlilett and others, 
of a cluljhouse in the \\-ilderness of ]\Iaine, and 
thitlier, at certain seasons of the year, with one 
or more of the gentlemen mentioned, he goes 
for rest, recreation and the pleasure that comes 
of " roughing it." 

Decemljer 24, 1874, Mr. French was united 
in marriage at Milford with iSarah F., daughter 
of D. S. and Harriet M. Burnham of that place. 
Four children have been born of this marriage : 
Ruth H., Robert A., Helen B. and George M. 
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SAMUEL BELL, LL. D., Franceytowu, 
Amherst, and Chester, governor of New 
tiampshire, United States senator, and a justiee 
of the New Llampshire Sui>erior C'onrt. was 
the son of Jolni and Mary Ann ((.Tihnore) 
Bell, and a grandson of John Bell, sr., who 
came from near Londonderry, Ireland, to Lon- 
donderry, New Hampshire, in 1720. He was 
of Scotch-L'ish descent, and was horn in Lon- 
donderry (the birthplace of his father) on the 
ninth of February, 1770. 

Reared on his father's farm, he attended the 
common schools at intervals until Ai}ril, 1788, 
when he began the study of Latin and later 
was a pupil of the distinguislied John Huljlnird 
at the New Ipswich, New Hampshire, acailemy. 
In the winter of 1790 he taught a school in 
his native town, and the next year entered 
the sophmore class of Dartmouth college, from 
which he was graduated in 1793. He then 
become a student in the law office of Samuel 
Dana, of Amherst, New Hampsliire, \\\\o liad 
been judge of proljate for Hillsboro county 
from 1789 to 179'2. He remained witli Judge 
Dana tlie re(|uired term of three years, and on 
his admission to the Ijar as an attorney in 
1796 began practice at Francestown, wliicli he 
represented in the New Hampsliire legislature 
in 1804, 1805, and 1806, the last two years 
being speaker of the house. In 1S07 he de- 
clined the office of attorney-general of tlie 
State, which was offered him, and in 1807 and 
1808 he was chosen to the New Hampshire 
senate, of whicli he was president both years. 
In the meantime, in l80(j, he had removed to 
Amherst, New Hampshire, and a])0ut 1811 lie 
moved thence to Chester, where lie spent tlie 
remainder of his life, dying December 23, 1850. 

At the time of his removal to Chester, Judge 
Bell's health was seriously impaired, and l)y 
the advice of friends he spent two seasons in 
travel on horseback in Ohio, tlien the "far 
west." Having substantially recovered he re- 
sumed practice in Chester, and in 1813 was a 
member of the executive council. In 1816 he 
was commissioned a justice of the New Hamp- 
shire Superior Court and served three years, 



and in 1819 was elected governor of tlie State. 
He was three times re-eelected to the governor- 
ship, and received at his last election nearly 
twenty-three thousand votes against a little 
more than one thousand cast for all the oppos- 
ing candidates. At the end of his guberna- 
torial .service in 1823 he was elected to the 
United States senate and at the exi)iration of 
his first term, in 1829, was re-elected, serving 
in all twelve years. In 1835 he retired from 
both political and professional pursuits. 

Tlie retention of Judge l]ell for nearly thirty 
years in such res[)onsible public positions, 
when lie was neither a po[)ularity seeker nor 




SAMUEL BELL. 

a political manager, is evidence that he pos- 
sessed uncoiiimon al)ility and the entire con- 
fidence of the community. He was a sound 
lawyer, a wise counsellor, and a man of great 
mental power, carefully cultivated and thor- 
oughly disciplined. Though lacking Hueucy 
of speech, he was noted tor his \-igoi'ous and 
forceful reasoning, for his attention to duty, 
and for his courteous, decided, and dignified 
bearing. Jeremiah Mason said the Su[>erior 
Court would "lose its backbone" when it was 
proposed to make Judge Bell governor of New 
Hampsliire, wliile John M. Shirley described 
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him as "a man of immense erudition and 
great business capacity, a thorough hiwyer, 
and possessed of great moral courage." And 
the late Charles H. Bell stated that "his pub- 
lished judicial opinions in the early volumes 
of the State Reports Ijcar testimony to his 
habits of thorough and careful research, his 
complete understanding of the rules and rea- 
sons of tlie law, and his clear, logical liabits 
of investigation and statement." In politics 
he avoided artifice, display, or intrigue, but 
was conscientiously attentive to public Ijusi- 
ness, kept close touch -with the best sentiment 
of his constituency, and made an honorable 
record. In 1821 Bowdoin college conferred 
upon him the lionorary degree of LL. D. 

•Judge Bell was married Novenil>er 2(3, 1797, 
to Mehitable Bowen Dana, daughter of 
Samuel Dana, of Amherst, New Hampshire, 
\)\ whom he had six cliildren. two of whom 
Samuel D. and .James, became eminent lawyers. 
His second , wife, whom he married July 4, 
1828, was Lucy, daughter of Jonathan Smith 
of Amherst, and of their four chihh'cn two 
sons, George and Louis, also entered the legal 
profession. 



SAMUEL DANA BELL, LL. D., Chester, 
Exeter, Concord, and Manchester, associ- 
ate justice of the Ncna' Hampshire Superior 
Court from 1849 to 1859 and chief justice from 
1859 to 18(34, was a son of Samuel Bell, 
a justice of that court from 181(3 to lsl9 and 
afterward governor of the State and United 
States senator, whose memoir appears in this 
work: a grandson of Jojju Bell and Mary 
Ann Gilmore. of Londonderry, New Ham)i- 
shire, the former a jurist of note and a farmer of 
consideralde })rominence: and a Ijrother of 
James Bell, who is also noticed at length in 
these pages. His motlier was Mehitaljle 
Bowen ])ana, daugliter of Samuel I)ana, of 
Amlierst, New Hamiisbire. 

Judge Bell came from one of the njost dis- 
tinguished families in New iMigland ami es- 
pecially of New Ham[isliire — a family that has 



been conspicuous at the bar and in the judic- 
iary for more than one hundred and fifty 
years, and one that he honored as he honored 
the profession. He was born at Francestown, 
New Hampshire, October 9, 1793, and was 
graduated from Harvard college in 181(5, hav- 
ing among iiis cla.ssmates such men as Kev. 
Henry Jones Ripley, Joseph Willard, Dr. 
Josiah Bartlett, and others. After graduation 
he Ijegan to qualify him.self for the profession 
of his father and maternal grandfather, Samuel 
Dana, of Amherst, in the office of George 
Sullivan, of Exeter, who was a graduate of 
Harvard in 1790, and who for twenty years was 
attorney general of tiie State. ^Ir. Bell was 
admitted to tlie bar as an attorney in 1819, 
and began practice at Meredith, New Hamj)- 
shipe, but a few months later established him- 
self in ('hester, where iie gained a large client- 
age and came into puldic prominence. He 
was made solicitor of Rockingham county in 
1823, and in 1825 and 182(3 was elected to the 
New Hampshire legislature. In 1827, 1828 
and Ls29 he was a commissioner to re\-ise 
certain of the statute of the State, and dui'ing 
the last two years served also as clerk of the 
house of represenlati\'es. In 1828 be was re- 
apjiointeil solicitor of the county, but declined 
the ottice. which be bad held from 1823. (Jiie 
of the last criminal actions that he prosecuted 
was against the robbers of tlie Exeter bank, in 
1828, the president of wliich was Judge Jere- 
miah Smith, and so etficiently did he conduct 
this case tliat Judge Smith invited him to Ijc- 
come cashier of the bank, an otter he accepted. 
Early in 1829 he removed to Exeter, where he 
lived until the auturrni of 1S3(), discharging 
tlie duties of the position with ability and 
skill. I5ut this work interferred \\itb bis law 
practice, and he therefore resigned in 1836 
ami moved to Concord, New Hampshire. In 
18.'>9 he was ai)pointed the general attorney of 
the great corporation ha^•ing control of the 
land and \\'ater-power at Manchester and re- 
moved there, and continued the general prac- 
tice of his profession. There he lived during 
the remainder of his life. 
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Probal)ly no one man did more to advance 
the tlien factoi'v village of ilaneliester into a 
large and prosperous city than did Judge l>ell. 
Having a deep interest in its progress and 
development, he gave it an impetus at a time 
wdien such foresight as his was needed, and 
professionally and as a citizen planted those 
germs which had a potent influence upon its 
growth. In 1S40 he was appointed on a com- 
mission of three to revise the statutes of the 
State, his colleagues being Jmlge Joid Parker 
and Charles J. Fox. Their recommendations 
were adoi)ted, in sul.istance, in 1S42. and con- 
stituted what was called the ''Pevised Statutes.'' 




SAMUEL D BELL 



This was the first thorough treatment that the 
legislation of the State had received, and has 
served as a model for all suljse<|uent i'e\'isi(nis : 
anil the clianges which the coiinnissioii inti'o- 
duced led Mr. Bell to prcjiare a manual fo)- 
justices of the i)eace ami other olficei's, entitled 
"•Justice and Sherilf," which containcil a givat 
variety of forms and prececlents, an<l which is 
still in universal use, having passed through 
several editions. ^Ir. P"o.\ pivpared a similar 
\'olume for town oHicers, the second e(litioii of 
which, publisherl after Mr. Fo.k's death, was 
revised and impro\'ed by Mr. Bell. 



[n 184(; Mr. liell became the flrst judge of 
the Police Court of Manchester, which was in- 
corporated that veai-, and tilled that iiosition 
two years, thus organizing on a correct basis 
the judicial department of the new and grow- 
ing iiuniicipalit-y. In 184.S he v\'as appointed 
circuit judge of the (_'ourt of Connrion Pleas. 
Pie was nuide an associate justice of the 
Sa[icrior Court of New PPim]>shire in LS49, 
and after ser\'ing in that capacity for ten 
years was ele\'atcd, in LS59, to the ofiicc of 
chief justice, which he held until PS64, when 
he resigned. In IS*!") lie was placed at the 
head of another commission to revise the 
statutes, and performecl that work with zeal 
and aljility, the result Ixdng published under 
the title of the " Ceneral Statutes" in LSG7. 
After this he retired permanently to private 
life, and died in APmchester on the thirty-first 
of July, ]S(]S. 

Judge Bell was a man of extraordinary 
}iower of mind and memory, and was a thor- 
ough student in college, at the bar, and on the 
bench. J le mastered our system of jurispur- 
deucc, was well acquainted \vith the codes of 
other times and countries, and gained also a 
wise knowledge of mechanics, chemistry, and 
natural history. He was also deeply versed 
in early history, in the character of the courts 
of his nati\'e State, and in almost e\'ery bi'anch 
of modci'n learning, and be connnunicated 
valualjle articles to various publications, espec- 
ially to the ''New Hampshire Pejiository," 
volume 1, and "New Haru[)sbire Historial 
Collections," volume S. He \\'as an early 
member and for foui' yeai's vice-president and 
two years [iresident of the New Ham[)shii'e 
Histiiri(;al society, which be sa\'ed on one 
occasion by taking u}i(in himself its pecuniary 
l)urden. He was also a mi'inber of its jiub- 
lisliiiig connriittee through tbe issue of two \'ol- 
umes, and delivered before it two elaborate 
and iidtable addresses. He was an associate 
and State \uce-])i'csident of New Hampshire of 
tbe Ne\\' England Historic- ( ienea logical 
society. 

He was one of the recognized leaders of the 
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New Hampshire bar and acquired aii extensive 
practice. As a citizen he was universally re- 
spected. His career on the liench is best 
summed up in the following words of 
William E. Chandler: "This clear-headed, 
strong-minded, noble judge was most kind and 
considerate to all young lawyers. He took 
pains to soften to them all his adverse nid 
prius decisions, and to expound to them the 
law as if giving a lecture for tlie instruction 
of students. He never aljated a young law- 
3'er's suit without giving him a better writ. 
As State reporter I had much intercourse with 
the chief justice, and I wish to place on record 
not only my own admiration and love for this 
kind and courteous instructor, but also my 
opinion that he was one of the purest and 
ablest of the judges who have graced the New 
Hampshire bench." 

Judge Bell was married August 8, 1826, to 
Mary H., daugliter of Newell Healey, of Kens- 
ington, New Hampshire. They liad six 
children, of whom three attained maturity, 
viz. : .John .James, and Samuel Newell, Jjoth 
lawyers, and Mary, who married .John P. 
Newell, a lawyer, of ilanchester. New Hamp- 
shire. 



JAMES BELL, Gilmanton, Exeter, and 
Gilford (now Laconia), was the son of 
Samuel and Mehitable (Dana) Bell, a grand- 
son of .John and Mary Ann ((Tilmore) Bell, 
and a great-grandson of .John Bell, sr., 
of Scotch-Irish descent, who came from 
near Londonderry, Ireland, to Londonderry, 
New Hampshire, in 172(J, and wlio married 
Elizabetli Todd. A memoir of his father ap- 
pears in this work. 

Mr. Bell was born in Francestown, New 
Hampshire, November 13, 1804, received his 
preparatory education at Phillips Andover 
academy, and was graduated from Bowdoin 
college in 1822. He read law with his brother, 
Samuel Dana Bell, of Chester, New Hamp- 
shire, and at the law scliool in Litchfield, 
Connecticut, and upon being admitted to the 



bar in 1825 began active practice in Gilman- 
ton, New Hampshire. In 1831 he removed to 
Exeter, where he formed a partnership with a 
former student, Amos Tuck. Their practice 
in Rockingham and Stafford counties was 
scarely equalled by that of any other office, 
and most of it consisted of litigated cases, 
which Mr. Bell argued before the court and 
jury. He was counsel in a great majority of 
the causes tried in his own county for .several 
years, being almost constantly employed in 
every term of the court, yet withstanding to a 
remarkable degree the great strain and ex- 
hausting toil which such unceasing mental 




JAMES BELL. 

labor demanded. In 1846 he was made the 
counsel and legal agent of the Winnepesaukee 
Land and Water Power com])any to conduct 
the preliminary and most difficult part of the 
Ijusiness of securing the land and rights of 
fiowage around lake Winnepesaukee for a 
reservoir to supply the great manufacturing 
establislnnents on the ]Merrimac river with 
water for power purposes. He then removed 
to Gilford (now Laconia), New Hampshire, 
and devoted the remainder of his life to this 
immense work, and died there on the twenty- 
sixth of Mav, 1857. 
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He had no desire for political pi'eferment, 
yet he represented Exeter in the le,t,Mslature in 
1846, and Gilford in the State constitutional 
convention in 1850, and was twice a candidate 
for governor of New Hampshire. In June, 
1855, his party having come into power, he 
was elected to the Ihiited States senate for a 
full term, and served in the thirty-fourth con- 
gress and in the extra session of 1857, l:)ut his 
enfeebled health prevented him from doing- 
justice to his acquirements and abilities. 

Mr. Bell was described by C'hief Justice 
Perley as "a man of large attainments, and 
great versatility of powers. Considered as a 
lawyer, it would not l:)e easy to name one more 
completely furnished for all exigencies in the 
different departments of the profession. He 
was an advocate fully equal to tlie conduct of 
the weightiest and most difficult cases. As a 
legal adviser, no man gave a sounder and safer 
opinion on a naked question of law." A good 
example of his ingenuity and acumen in deal- 
ing with legal problems is found in his argu- 
ment of the celebrated "guide-board" cases, 
which were brought against several towns ijy 
Jonas B. Bowman under the Revised Statutes 
of 1842. ^Ir. Bell had an evenly liahmced 
mind, great self-possession, a mild ami gentle 
manner, and untiring patience, and was re- 
markable for the variety and amount of lalior 
which he was able to perform. His dexterity 
and fine tact in handling a cause was not sur- 
passed b)^ any contemporary in the State. 
Modest and unobtrusive, a model of profes- 
sional deportment, with unsullied integrity, 
his life was without a stain, and to the last he 
was universally respected and esteemed. He 
was in every capacity one of the most eminent 
and honored leaders of the New Hampsliire bar. 

Mr. Bell was married in 1831 to Judith A., 
daughter of Nathaniel and Judith (Cogs- 
well) Upham, of Rochester, New Hampshire; 
a sister of Nathaniel Gookin Upham, LL. D., 
a justice of the New Hampshire Superior Couil 
from 18-33 to 1842; and a granddaughter of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas Cogswell of Haver- 
hill, Massachusetts, an officer at the battle of 



Bunker Hill and throughout the Revolution- 
ary war. Of their five children two sons 
became lawyers, one, Charles U. Bell, of 
Lawrence, being now a justice of the Massa- 
chusetts Superior Court ; and a daughter who 
married Nathaniel (_Tilman White, a leading 
lawyer of Lawrence, Massachusetts. 



SAMUEL UPTON is descended from John 
Upton, one of the earliest English set- 
tlers in Danvers, Massachusetts. Samuel's 
father's name was Daniel, and his mother's 
maiden name was Asenath Teel. They were 
united in marriage in 1832, and had a large 
family of children, of whom our subject was 
the eldest, he having l)een born September 12, 
1834. 

Samuel's parents were })Oor, even for those 
days, and he had a hard struggle to get a dis- 
trict school education, and harder yet was the 
effort to put himself through the New London 
and Kind)all Union (Meriden), New Hamp- 
shire, academies, l)ut he succeeded — for he 
made success his watchword whatever he 
undertook. The workshoj), the farm and the 
position as teacher brought him the money to 
pursue his education, and after teaching in 
several Ne«' Ham])shire, Vermont and Massa- 
chusett towns he commenced tlie reading of 
law under the direction of IJutterfield & Ham- 
lin, Andover, New Hampshire, and completed 
his law studies in the offices of 1). &. D. J. 
Clark, Manchester. After admission to the 
bar in 1854, he opened an office in the latter 
city, and handled his work with such skill and 
ability that lie was very soon thereafter ad- 
mitted to practice in the New Hampsliire 
C'ircuit Court. In 11S57 Mr. Upton was aj)- 
pointed justice of the police court of Mancliestei', 
and his length of service — seventeen years — 
is sufficient comment upon the skill, ability 
and character he brought to that position. 

In 1855 and 1856 Mr. Upton was elected as 
a member of the " lil)erty " party to represent 
Manchester in the lowei'New Hampshire house, 
and upon the organization of the re[iublican 
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party he took an active interest. From I8(i3 
to lS(j5 he lield, liy appointment of President 
Lincohi, the position of commissioner of the 
boanl of enroUment for the second congressional 
district of New Hampsliire. Mr. Upton's public 
work on Mancliester's school committee was of 
great value, and he took particular interest in 
the training school. He was a prominent and 
earnest worker for tlie cause of temperance, 
and gave much of his time to Sunday scliool 
interests. 

In 1875 he decifled to follow Horace Greeley's 
advice and "go west." He settled in Iowa, 
where lie entered tlie mercantile business. 
After eight years of life in a praire city, he 
returned to the liills of the (iranite State, 
settled again in Manchester, where he botli 
practiced law and interested himself in mercan- 
tile pursuits. 

In 1857, Mr. Upton married .Jennie L. 
!Merriman, and they were the parents of one 
child, which died in infancy. 



Dennis F. O'Ojnnor, our suliject being the 
senior member of the Hrm. 

Politics and public questions always had 
great attraction for Mr. Sulloway. and previous 
to 1880 lie gave to the repulilican party and 
its principles all the time and attention he 
could spare from his constantly increasing 
business. In 187j! and 1S73 he was a member 
of tlie lower iiouse of the New Hampshire 
legislature, .serving on the elections and 
judiciary committees, where his natural ability 
and legal training were of great service. From 
1873 to 1878 he was deputycollector of internal 
revenue. At this period the currency question 
liecame acute, and Mr. Sulloway was in favor 
of greenliacks : he ran for congress on that 
ticket in 1878 and in 1880 joined the demo- 
cratic party. 

In 1864 Mr. Sulloway was united in rnar- 
riao-e to Helen, daughter of .Jonathan W. and 
Theodorah (Dickinson) Fifield. 



CYRUS A. SULL(.)WAY was Ijorn in 
(4rafton, New Hampshire, on the eightli 
dav of June. 1839. His parents were (^ireeley 
and Betsy L. Grafton, and were among the 
prominent [leople of their neigliborhood. Tlie 
district schools, together with the academies 
at Anilover and Colby, furnished young Sul- 
loway with his education. The training in 
these institutions bent his mind toward the 
legal profession, and in 1861 lie commenced 
the reading of law umler the instruction of 
Pike A: Barnard, ^ell known members of tlie 
New Plampsliire bar, with offices at Franklin. 
Bv close ap[ilication he finished the required 
course in two years, and was admitted in l>!(j3. 
After carefully consiilering the question of 
loealitv. Mr. Sulloway settled in Mancliester. 
entering into co-partnersliip with Samuel 
D. Lonl. This business connection «'as one 
of unusual harmony and success, continuing 
for ten vears. In 1873 Mr. Sullo«'ay formed 
a co-[>ai'tner>liip with Elijah M. Toplitf and 



DANIEL CLARK, Mancliester, son of 
Benjamin and Elizabeth (Wiggiii) 
Clark, was born in .Stratliam, New Hampshire, 
in 1809. His parents were liiinl working New 
Eiiglarnl farmers, and both were amljitious for 
tlie success of their family. Tliey lived near 
Exeter. Daniel remained at home until thir- 
teen years of age, attending the district school 
when it was open and lielping on the farm. 
He acquired information easily, read ilII tiie 
books he could get, and early [ireferred books 
and study to farm «ork. At the age of thir- 
teen years he entered tlie academy at Hampton, 
New Hampshire, where lie continued at inter- 
vals for about frair years, \\lien he made plans 
frir a college course, fie continued his studies 
at Haiii|iton. teaching school [lart of the time, 
entered iJartmoutli. from wbicli institution he 
graduateil witli honors in 1834. Among Mr. 
(Jlark's classmates were All^ert Baker. Moody 
Currier. Richard B. Kimliall. Edward A. Law- 
renc-e. Newton E. Marljle. Alphonso Wood, 
eacli of whom gained distinction in after years. 
During his years at college Mr. Clark taught 
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scliool winters, also while reading law, ei<;'lit 
winters in all, thus defrayinti, his edueationul 
expenses. 

After graduation Mr. Clark cuinnieneed the 
study of law in the otHee of (ieneral .John 
Sullivan, Exeter, where he i-emained eighteen 
months ; he then entered the otHee of .James 
Bell, afterwards United States senatoi' from 
New Ilannishire, and was admitted to the har 
in 1837. Tlie same year he opened an otfiee 
in Epping, and in is;]!) removed to INhinchester, 
where he was among the first to open a law 
offiee, accepting the idea then })revailing that 
a large manufacturing city was destined to 




DANIEL CLARK. 

spring up at no distant day around the Amos- 
keag falls, on the Aferrimac ri\'er, and with 
cliaracteristic foresight he led the ad\'ance 
guard to that field of promise before the clatter 
of the loom or the f)U7,z of the spindle liad dis- 
turbed its then comparative solitude. He soon 
acquired a satisfactory })ractice, which after- 
ward grew to he one of the lai'gest in the State. 
For twenty years he was on one side or the 
other of nearly all important trials in the 
county, attending the courts also in Merrimack 
and Rockingham counties. lie was employed 
on l>elialf of the State in the preliminary ex- 



amination in the "Parker murder trial," being 
occupied almost continuf)usly for a period of 
nearly two months. He succeeded in procur- 
ing tliC! extradition from Maine of the supposed 
nnirderers aftei- a lengthy trial in that State, 
and after a hearing lasting nearly a month, 
before the Police Coui-t of Manchester, procured 
their connihtment to answer for the crime of 
nnirder. Oi)})Ose(l to him as counsel were 
Cieneral Franklin Pierce (afterwards president 
of the United States), (ieneral B. F. ]*>utler, 
•Josiah ( f. A])hott and tlie late ('harles G. 
Atherton — an array of legal talent seldom seen 
in this State in those days. 

During the period of liis acti\'e practice the 
Ijar of Hillsborough county was unusually 
strong. Among its prominent members were 
Benjanun M. Farley, .James U. Parker, (Jeorge 
Y. Sawyer, Charles ( i. Atherton, Samuel H. 
Ayer, ."-Samuel D. 15ell and George \\. Morri- 
son, (ieneral Franklin Pierce, of the Merri- 
mack bar, also generally attended the courts 
in Hillsliorough county. With these and 
other able lawyers Mr. Clark spent the most of 
his active professional life, and was recognized 
as tlieir peer. His practice was as varied as it 
was extensive. Whatever he undertook was 
thoroughly done. He was loyal to the court, 
faithful to his clients, courteous to opposing 
counsel, and kind and magnanimous to the 
younger memfiers of the profession. In his 
arguments to the jury he was never wearisome. 
He wasted no time on immaterial matters. 
Legal papers drafted by him were models of 
accuracy and clearaess. They were also I'e- 
markable for their brevity, all useless verbiage 
}>eing avoided, in his writs the cause of ac- 
tion was briefiy and clearly set out, and it was 
rare that he had occasion to apply for an 
amendment. His clients became his fast 
frien(Js. His chai'ges were moderate, and no 
client went away feeling that undue advantage 
liad Ix'cn taken of his position or that his 
interests had not been fully })rotected. 

Jt is unfortunate, perluips, for his legal repu- 
tation that Ml', (^'lark was drawn into politics. 
But it was his fortune to live in times when 
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questions of great pulilic interest were being 
discussed and settled, and it was inevitable 
that a person of bis abilit}', education and 
temperament should entertain pronounced 
views on public questions. With tiie acquisi- 
tion of California came the question of exten- 
sion or restriction of slavery, the repeal of the 
Missouri compromise, the civil war, the a]>oIi- 
tion of slavery, and the reconstruction measures 
after the close of the war. In these environ- 
ments it was hardly possible for Mr. Clark not 
to have some inclination towards political life. 
In 1842 he was elected one of the representa- 
tives from the town of Manchester to the legis- 
lature, and was re-elected in 1843, and again 
elected in 1846. In 1854, after the adoption 
of the city charter, he was elected representa- 
tive from his ward, and re-elected in 1855. In 
1849, 1850 and 1851 he was a candidate for 
the State senate, but his party being in the 
minority in the district, he failed of aii election. 
He acted with the whig party until its dissolu- 
tion, when he helped to form the republican 
party. In 1856 he was a member of the 
national republican convention, and in Novem- 
l)er of that year was elected one of the presi- 
dential electors in New Hampshire, and voted 
for Freemont and Dayton for }iresident and 
vice-president respectively. In 1855 the legis- 
lature was called upon to elect two Cnited 
States senators. For the first time in a quarter 
of a century, with a single exception, the 
democratic ])arty was in a minority. The 
opposition was conqiosed of the whig i)arty, 
then on tlie point of dissolving, tlie American 
party, commonly known as the know-nothing 
party, and the free-soil party. These elements 
a year later were fused in the repuldican 
jtarty. By common consent John P. Hale 
was nominated for the short term, and the 
contest for the long term was between Mr. 
Clark and James J>ell. In the senatorial 
caucus the latter was nominated and sulise- 
quently elected l)y the legislature. The contest 
was a friendly one, so that when, two years 
later, in 1857, the legislature was called to till 
the vacancv in the office occasioned Ijv the 



death of Senator Bell, in obedience to the 
common wishes of their constituents, the re- 
l>ublican members nominated and the legisla- 
ture elected Mr. Clark. Upon the expiration 
of his term he was re-elected in 1860 with little 
opposition. He witnessed the rise, progress 
and overthrow of the rebellion during tlie ten 
years he s|)ent in congress ; he served upon 
some of the most important committees, and 
was chairman of the connnittee on claims, and, 
during portions of two sessions, president pro 
tempore of the senate in the absence of Vice- 
President Hamlin. He was a firm supporter 
of the various war measures adopted for tlie 
suppression of the rebellion, and had the con- 
fidence of President Lincoln and Secretary 
Stanton. He failed of a re-election in 1866. 

In tlie summer of 1866 a vacancy occurred 
in the office of .judge of the United Slates 
District Court for the district of Xew Plamp- 
sliire, and Senator Clark was nominated for 
tlie position by President Johnson, and unani- 
mously confirmed b}' the Senate. He there- 
upon resigned his seat in the senate and 
entered upon the discharge of his judicial 
duties. In 1876 he was a member and presi- 
dent of the convention called to revise the 
constitution of New Hampshire. 

Judge Clark, in 1850, formed a co-partner- 
ship with liis brother David in the practice of 
the law, which was dissolved in 1856. In 
Decemljer, 1856, he entered into co-partnership 
with Isaac W. Smith, who read law with him 
in 1848-50. Their firm was dissolved in De- 
cember, 1861, at which time his practice of the 
law may be said to have substantially ceased. 
So much of his time was absorlierl with con- 
gressional affairs and other jniblic duties be- 
tween sessions, that he had Ijut little time or 
inclination to follow the courts or attend to 
tlie calls of clients in the office. 

Judge Clark was fully identified with the 
growth and history of Manchester. He took 
great interest in its material prosperity, and 
merited and received the confidence of its in- 
habitants. Besides representing the town and 
city five years in the legislature, he held 
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various offices of trust, viz.: uieniher of the 
school hoarih chief engineer of the lire (le[)art- 
meut, trustee of tlie city lil_)rary, city solicitor, 
trustee and president of tlie ^hmchester Savings 
hank, director of the Amoskeag JNhmufactui'ing 
coinjiany, and trustee of the State industrial 
school. No citizen of Manchestei', with pos- 
sibly the exception of the late (ioxaM-nor Sti-aw, 
ever exerted so much inliuence for its gi'dwth 
and prosperity as he. 

•Judge Clark was twice niarifed — tlie lirst 
time in 1840 to Hannah W. liohhins, who 
died ill Octoher, 1.S44, leaving no children; 
the second time to Anne \V. Salter, in l.S4(j. 
They had four children — tliree sons and one 
dauii'hter. 



AARON FLETCHER STEVENS, the son 
of John Y. and Martlia Stevens, was 
horn ill Loii<loiiderry, New Hampshire, in 1 .S19. 
For a number of years his father had heen a 
sea captain, but the life away from home lieiiig 
unpleasant to him, lie moved from Massachu- 
setts and settled in Londonderry about LSLS. 
There he remained for ten yeai's, during \\liicli 
time our su]>ject liad tlie advantages to be de- 
rived from the local scliools, already well 
known for their high scholarship. Mr. Ste\'ens 
then moved his family first to Manchester and 
later to Peterborough. For four years young 
Stevens worked half tlie tiiiK.^ in (iovernor 
Steele's factoi-y and the other half attended 
school. His jiarents were ambitious for their 
son, anil for several years had Ijeen saving 
money to send him to the Linkerton acadeiii)', 
whicli was located at Londonderry. Financial 
matters, howe\'er, still ]ireventeil continued at- 
tendance at the academy, and he alternated 
his course \\\i\\ working as a macliinist and 
teaching school. In I84j! Mr. Stevens com- 
menced the reading of law under the guidance 
of George Y. Sawyer, of Nashua, and was ad- 
mitted to [)ractice three years later. At the 
same time Mr. Stevens was invited to become 
a partner of Mr. Sawyer, a business connection 
which attracted the attention of the whole bar 



of the county. This ga\e him an excellent 
stai't, and from that time on his career was 
marked by a financial success cjuite in contrast 
with that wliich had l.>een his lot in [)revious 
years. In 1S5,S he formeil a co-iiartnership 
with his old friend, Aaron W. Sawyer, a sketch 
ot \\ hose life apjiears in this work. 

In politics Ml'. Stex'ens Ixdieved in agitating 
entirely within [larty lines, and through his 
wise counsel and aggressi\e x^ork the wJiig 
party gained many recruits in New Hamji- 
sliire. It \\as in LS4U that he lirst became 
prominent in party councils, and in those days 
party spirit ran high. In LS49 he re[)resented 
his ado[)ted city in the lower hraiich of the 
State legislature, and again in 1<S54, LSolj and 
18")?, and during these memorable years his 
clear judgment and readiness as a debater won 
many a point from the opposition. When the 
whig party began to disintergrate he was one 
of the first to assist in organizing the repub- 
lican party. 

When the call was issued for men to defend 
the city of Washington after the firing on Yoxi 
Sumpter, j\L-. Stevens promptly enlisted, and 
was commissioned major of the First New 
Hampshire infantry. His regiment was dis- 
charged after three months, and upon returning 
home he took u]i the yiractice of law until the 
following year, when he was commissioned 
colonel of the Thirteenth New Hampshire 
volunteers, which command he promptly 
organized. His war record was above reproach, 
and in the latter [lart of LS()4 he was breveted 
brigadier-general. 

Again rtuiching home after the war he at- 
tended to professional affairs until he was 
elected to the fortieth congress, \\'liich 0))ened 
its sessions in March, 1967. ({cneral Stevens 
was re-elected, but served only the two terms. 

General Stevens was married in 1861 to Miss 
Adelaide ^[. Jolinson, of Lynn, Ahissachusetts, 
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HERMAN FOSTER, lawyer, town trea- 
surer, senator, pliilanthropist, patron 
of education, and with all a fine example of 
the self-made man, was born at Andover, 
Massachusetts, October 31, 1800. When young 
Foster was ten years of age his father moved 
to Hudson, New Hampshire. Having had to 
give up his preparation for college, he early 
began a business career in Boston, and the 
business training thus obtained was the corner- 
stone of his success in later life. He liked 
books, however, and gave much of his spare 
time to reading law, Ijut began his law studies 
in earnest with Henrv B. Chase, of Warner, 




HERMAN FOSTER. 

and was admitted to the bar in December, 
1839. A year later he began his practice in 
Manchester, New Hampshire. 

Mr. Foster's legal work brought him in con- 
tact with l)usiness enterprises which needed 
his experience and advice, and he was made a 
director or officer of several companies, among 
which were the Manchester and Lawrence rail- 
road, Amoskeag bank, Amoskeag National 
bank, Manchester Savings bank, Manchester 
Gas Light company. 

Remembering the difficulty he had in obtain- 
ing books in his youth, as soon as his circunr- 



stances permitted, jNlr. Foster began to educate 
pu]:ilic opinion in favor of a public library, and 
was one of the organizers of the first liljrary 
established in Manchester. 

Mr. Foster preferred the routine of business 
and the quiet of home life to the excitement of 
politics, but, as is always the case, the public 
need broad minded men in its legislative halls, 
and he consented to serve as a memljer of the 
law making body, more because he thought it 
was the duty of all men to interest themselves 
in public affairs than because the office gave 
him pleasure. He was very conscieiitious in 
his law practice, and decided questions only 
after careful study. In this way he established 
great confidence in his ability, and was a suc- 
cessful lawyer. 

Harriet M. A. Whittemore of ^\'est Cam- 
bridge, Massachusetts, became his wife in No- 
vember, 1826. On February 17, 1875, Mr. 
Foster ended a useful life. 



DANIEL NEWCOMB, a man whose 
praises the historians of Keene never 
tire of singing, was born in Norton, Massa- 
chusetts, in 1746. Altera thorough prelimin- 
ary education, he entered Harvard and was 
graduated therefrom in 1768. Ten j^ears later 
he moved to Keene, but did not begin the 
practice of law tliei'e until 1783. Mr. New- 
con^b was for a time the only lawyer in Keene, 
but this fact did not prevent his pursuing the 
business of his office with great energy. As a 
lawyer he was sound and quick of apprehen- 
sion ; his mind jierceived clearly the relations 
and the obscurities of a cause, and he patiently 
evolved it from its intricacies. As an advocate 
he was calm and logical. 

Judge Newcond:) was sent as a delegate to 
the county con\'ention held at Walpole in 
1780, and was clerk of that Iwdy ; he was ap- 
pointed chief judge of the Cheshire county 
court in 1791 ; was justice of the Superior 
Court of Judicature from 1796 to 1798 ; was 
the first State senator (1800) elected from 
Keene, resigned a few months later, and was 
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again elected to the same otHee in l.SOr). In 
each of these positions he sewed Ins constitu- 
ents in a manner approved hy them and hon- 
orable to himself. 

As a lawyer and as a judge Mr. Newcondj 
was greatly admired, Init jierliaps as a plain 
citizen he was the most beloved Ijy his neigh- 
bors and townspeople. Public spirited and 
generous, he employed mucli of his time and 
means in advancing the interests of the com- 
munity. He estal.)lishe(l, at his own expense, 
a grammar school, which was known as "^Ir. 
Newcomb's school," and in 179(], with Noah 
Cooke, paid practically all the bills for tlie 
erecting of the first court house in Cheshire 
county. Before that date the courts liad Ijecn 
held in "meetinghouses." Judge Xewcomb 
died July 14, 1818. 



FRANKLIN PIERCE, fourteenth president 
of the United States, was born inHillsboro, 
New Hampshire, on the 'I'iA of November, 1804. 
His father was Benjamin Pierce, a general of 
the revolutionary jieriod who served through- 
out that war, and who was governor of New 
Hampshire in 1827 and 1829. His early and 
college preparatory studies were pursueil at 
Hancock, Francestown and Exetei', an<l in 
1820 his college course was commenced at 
Bowdoin. Several of his classmates later 
gaineil distinction, among whom were Na- 
thaniel Hawthorne, John P. Hall and .lames 
Bell. After graduation in 1824 he studied 
law three years in Northampton and Amherst, 
Massachusetts, and was admitted to the bar at 
the end of that period, when his iirst office was 
opened in his native town. Being a close and 
earnest student, always going to gi'oat lengths 
to get at all the law and the facts, he at once 
came into local i^rominence. (ireat talent for 
organization, remarkable cajiacity for jtublic 
Cjuestions, strength in debate, uniform courtes}' 
and liis espousal of democratic principles soon 
made him the leader of that party in his section, 
and two years after commencing his legal 
practice he was sent to the New Hampslnre 



legislature fi'om the Hillsboj-o ilistrict This 
office he helil foni' years, the last two of \\-hich 
he was si)caker of the house. In 18.');], while 
still s])eakei' ol the New Hampshire house, he 
was elected to the national liouse of representa- 
tives from his home congressional district, 
where for two terms he served liis constituents, 
his state and his nation \\\\\\ great credit. 
Before his second terjn as congi-essman had 
expired he was elected (1837) by the New 
Hampshire legislature to represent that State 
in the Uiuted States senate, when, although 
only thirty-three years of age, his broad states- 
nranship and his fund of meidal resources made 
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him easily one of the leadei's of that liody. 
Not only in the detail of the senate's affairs 
was his judgment sought, but his easy, refined 
manner made him the recijiient ot many invi- 
tations to the social functions of the day. He 
was [>opular with the senators and the 
"L^allerv" and soon became one of the best 
known men in the c(nnitry. In 1.S42 he re- 
signed his seat in the United States senate, 
removed his home to Concord, and resumed 
the practice of his pi'ofession. Tbi'ce years 
later, the ai)pointmeid, of he\i Woodlmry to 
the Bench of the Supreme Court of the 
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United States made a vacancy in New 
Hampshire's representation in the national 
senate, and Governor Steele offered the place to 
Mr. Pierce, Ijut he declined on personal reasons. 
He likewise declined the nomination as gov- 
ernor of his state and a seat in President Polk's 
cabinet. Plis country's need in time of war, 
he said, was the one call which would again 
sejiarate him h'om Ids fanuly for any lengtli of 
time. 

When the Mexican wai' broke out in 1847, 
New Hamjishire was called ujton for a battalion 
of soldiers, and Mr. Pierce was one of the first 
to enlist as a [irivate. March ."!, 1847, lie was 
commissioned brigadier-general, and a few 
weeks later sailed with a detachment from 
Newport, Rhode Island, landing at ^'era Cruz 
tlie latter partof the following .Jnne. A month 
later he started to reinforce ( ieneral Scott, then 
in the interior of Mexico, and after several 
skirmishes, in wldcli his men did not come off' 
second best, he reached his superior officer at 
Pueblo. His military achievements did not in 
the least dim his great civil record, and upon 
his return home he was presented with a iiand- 
some and costly sword by the New Plampshire 
legislature. Except when he presided over 
the State constitutional convention held at 
Concord in 1850, General Pierce held no])ul)lic 
offices from the time of liis return from Mexico 
until 1852. In that year the New Ham[)shire 
democratic convention offered him its supi)0rt 
for the presidency at tlie national convention, 
but he ileclined to }iermit tlie use of his name. 
However, tlie convention, which was held at 
Baltimore in .lune, after nearly half a hundred 
Ijallots, nondnated him by a \'ote of two hun- 
dred and eighty-two to eleven. 'Idie election 
was carried Ijy General Pierce, the electoral 
college stamling two hundred and lifty-four for 
him and forty-two for General Scolt. (Jeneral 
Pierce was inaugurated pi'esident March 4, 1853. 

The int'_-'nse [jolitical excitements, both 
foreign ami dorju-stic, which marked President 
Pierce's administration can be judged some- 
what by the following : The boundary question 
between the Inited States and Mexico was 



settled by the acquisition of Arizona ; a Pacific 
railroad route was explored ; a fishery dispute 
between Great Britian and the United States 
was peacefully settled ; the Missouri compro- 
mise was repealed ; Kansas and Neliraska were 
organized as territories; a commerciid treaty 
with Canada was negotiated ; Commodore 
PeiTy negotiated the treaty with "the Yankees 
of the East," .Japan; the English consuls at 
New York, l'liiladeli)hia and Cincinnati, and 
the ministei' to Washington, wei'e all dismissed. 

After serving his term as president. General 
Pierce travelled in the old country for more 
than two years, and then renewed his law 
jiractice at Concord. 

President Pierce was married to Maiw A. 
Aiipleton, and they had two .sons, Benjamin 
and Frank. The former was killed in a rail- 
roail accident, and the latter died when a 
child. President Pierce died October 9, 1869. 



SAMUEL DINSMOOR, born at Windliam, 
\'ermont, on the first day of July, 1766, 
was only three generations removed from 
William Dinsmoor, the pioneer, ^\'illiam had 
a son, Robert, whose son, John, was the father 
of our suljject. Tlie many difficulties attend- 
ing the college pixqiaratory work in a new 
country were great, but young Dinsmoor had 
a habit of overcoming difficulties and not al- 
lowing them to overcome him. He marticu- 
lated at Dartmouth in 1785 and was graduated 
thei-efrom four years later. 

The historians do not give us much informa- 
tion about the future governor's life for about 
three years after graduation, but it is recorded 
that he moved to Keeiie in 1792 and became 
both popular and prominent. He organized 
the Keene Light infantry, which became 
the best light infaidry company in the 
State. He was admitted to the liar in 1797 
and almost immediately took a prominent posi- 
tion in his profession. \\\ 180s ^h'. Dinsmoor 
was apjiointed postmaster of Keeneand in 1811 
^\■as elected to congress, and during the war of 
1812 \\as a strong and aide supjiorter of the 
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war measures made neeessarv liy that t'Oiifliet 
with Great Britain. After his tei'iii in con- 
gress, he was aj^tointed eolleetor of direct 
taxes; then judge of }irobate, and in l.S-21 
councilor. In 1S23 jNIi'. I)insnioor made ids 
Hrst attempt to gain the governorship, hut was 
defeated by Levi Woodbury, but was elected 
to that high ofHce in l.sai, l,s;!2 and 183:], 
making a very envialde record. He passed 
away jNIarch 15, 1<S;35. 

Samuel Dinsmoor, jr., son of the first Ijy that 
name, was born May S, 1799 ; graduated from 
Dartmouth; in 1X29 and ls;3() was clerk of 
the senate, and in 1849, 1850, 1851 ^\•as go\'- 
ernor of New liampshii'e. He died February 
24, 1869. 



QOLOMON KIDDER LIVERMORE, 
k^_) pioneer lawyer of Milford, New Ham[)- 
shire, the son of Rev. -lonathan Livermore, was 
Ijorn in Wilton on the 2d of March, 1779. He 
was a direct descendant from .lohn Livermoi'e, 
wdio emigrated from England in 16.34 and set- 
tled with his family in Waterto\A-n, Massa- 
chusetts. Home instruction \\as all that M)-. 
Livermore received for a few years, as there 
were no district scliools in the neighborhooil 
of Ins father's home, but later he had the 
privilege of attending them. He was a great 
lover of nature, and in summei' spent much 
time heli)ing in the fields, and duiing the 
winter oftimes worked in the woods. This 
outdoor work fostered a love for his particular 
part of the country, a love which was ne\-er 
lost, in fact it grew as the years I'olled by. 

Mr. Livermore prepared for college at a 
boys' school conducted Ijy a Mr. Pemlierton in 
Billerica, Massachusetts, the Ijirth place of his 
mother, and graduated from Llarvard in 1802, 
having matriculated in 1799. Many in his 
class became prominent citizens of Massachu- 
setts. After graduation Mr. Li\'ermore entere<l 
the law office of Oliver Crosby, of Dover, Xe\\' 
Hampshire, with whom he studied. In 1806 
he was admittefl to the bar, and after three 
years' practice in Rockingham county moved 



to Ilillsborougli county. lie was \-ery libei'al 
and honest in his practice, and often advised 
ins clients to settle theii' diHercnces witliout 
taking tliem into court, tlius instilling a sense 
of justice in tliem. He was always interested 
in the public welfai-e, and seKish or nari'ow 
dealings b)- pulilic officials invarial)ly met his 
earnest opposition. 

Ml'. Livermore was a republican, having lie- 
come so througli vai'ious stages. His former 
political aitiliations wei'c with tree-soil sympa- 
thi/ers, and prior U) that was a whig, having 
followed the federals into the wing party \\dien 
those two factions were meiged. Political 
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partisansliii) ol a vei'v pronounced type existed 
during Mr. Liverniore's time, and party stripes 
were easily shed. 

In religion Mr. Livermore was Hrst a Con- 
ere<rationalist, being a niemlier for a))Out 
twenty-five years of the First Congregational 
church. Later he became a niemlier of the 
First Cnitarian society. 

Mr. Livermore was united in marriage to 
Miss Abigail Adkins -larvis, of ('ainbridge, 
Massachusetts, and they were the [larents of 
six children. Thomas L. Livermore, a grand 
son, was a colonel in the civil wax, and t«o 
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other gmndsoiis were in the navy. Education 
elicited much time and attention on the part 
of Mr. Liverniore. His life was one of help- 
fulness to all, his interest in public affairs 
making him an excellent citizen. He passed 
awav in .Tulv, 1859. 



JEREMIAH MASON was the most formid- 
KJ able antagonist Daniel Webster had in 
the courts during the latter's residence in 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire. These two 
legal and intellectual giants were almost al- 
ways on opposite sides of the principal causes 
tried in Portsmouth and vicinity and Webster 
credited Mason with being the one lawyer 
whom he feared ; the one advocate more than 
any other whose opposition trained Webster to 
go to the bottom of the facts and the law of 
every case, regardless of its seeming import- 
ance. Mr. Mason was a ready s})eaker, con- 
ciliating, yet of unquestioned firmness. In all 
public positions, he was faithful and full\' 
equal to the demands upon him. In private 
life he was genial, easy to approach and sel- 
dom let pass an op[)ortunity of doing a kindh' 
act and labored effectually to promote the in- 
terests, material and educational, of the three 
New Hampshire towns in which he spent the 
greater part of Ids active career — Westmore- 
land, Walpole and Portsmouth. 

.leremiah Mason was born in Lebanon, Con- 
necticut, on the 27th of April, 1768, and died 
in Boston, Massachusetts, the 14th of Octoljer, 
1848. He was the son of Jeremiah Mason, a 
colonel in the Revolutionary war who com- 
manded a company of minute men at the siege 
of Boston; and fifth in descent from Major 
John Mason, a pioneer. He graduated from 
Yale in 1788, was admitted to the Ijar in 1791 
and began active practice in Westmoreland, 
New Hampshire; in 1794 he moved to Wal- 
})ole, in that State, and two years later took up 
his residence in Portsmouth, where he lived 
thirty-four years. After 1832 Boston, IMassa- 
chusetts, was his home. 

Durinfj his residence in the Granite State, 



Mr. Mason was several times a member of the 
lower house of the legislature and took a very 
prominent part in the revision of the New 
Hampshire code ; he drafted the report of the 
legislature on the A'^irginian resolutions re- 
ferring to the Missouri compromise ; was attor- 
ney-general of his State in 1802; in 181:3 was 
sent to the United States senate as a federalist 
and held that office four years. During his 
senatorial term he was active in the debates on 
subjects growing out of the war of 1812, of 
which conflict he was a staunch supporter. It 
might be said that Mr. j\Iason was indirectly 
the cause of the repeal of the charter of the 
United States bank. He was manager of the 
branch bank at Portsmouth, New Hampshire, 
and caused some dissatisfaction by his strict 
and prompt actions in handling the collections. 
The followers of Jackson used this as a pretext 
for petitions asking the revoking of the 
charter. Two of these petitions were sent 
from Portsmouth, thus starting the contest 
which finally ended with the national govern- 
ment going out of the banking business. 

Mr. Mason was very prominent in New Eng- 
land, but not very well known in the balance 
of the country. This was doubtless due in a 
measure to his refirsal to fui'nish the news- 
papers with copies of the speeches he delivered 
Mdiile a senator. The honorary degree of LL. 
D. was conferred upon him in 1811 by Bow- 
doin; in 1817 by Harvard; in 182:3 by Dart- 
moutli. Mr. Mason's portrait in photogravure 
appears with part eighteen of this work. 



AARON W(JRCESTER SAWYER, son 
of Aaron F. and Hannah (Locke) Saw- 
yer, was born in Mont Vernon, New Hamp- 
shire, Octol)er 11, 1818. He was a descendant 
of Rev. Samuel Locke, D.D., wdio was president 
of Harvard college from 1770 to 177:3. Judge 
Sawyer was fortunate in his early training, 
as his father was a gentleman of the old school, 
liberal in his views and a Christian character. 
His mother was an intellectual woman with 
much refinement, and impressed her character 
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upon our subject in a manner whicli sliowed 
in Ills development as a, young man and liis 
nol)le character in later life. 

jVfter spending a few years in New Eng- 
land's cradle of lil)erty, the district school, his 
father's change of residence to Nashua enabled 
iiim to take advantage of a higher education 
which was to he oljtained in the Nasliua 
academy. This was supplemented by work in 
the academies at Hancock and Derry. During 
this educational period young .Sawyer's atten- 
tion was attracted to the law, and as soon as 
circumstances would permit after leaving the 
academies, he commenced preparation for the 




AARON W. SAWYER. 

legal profession. While thus engaged he [laid 
his way by teaching school during winters and 
tutored the sons of well-to-do families. 

In 1846 .Judge Sawyer opened an otHce in 
Nashua, having been admitted to practice two 
years earlier. Success in minor ways crowned 
his efforts from tlie start, and tliis success grew 
with passing years. His retentive memory 
and close application to whatever work he liad 
in hand made him a keen observer of human 
nature. This faculty produced in him a 
powerful advocate. In 1848 he formed a co- 
partnership with Charles G. Atherton, whicli 



continued until J8rj;5. Mr. Sawyei' then ])rac- 
ticed alone for five years, when he connected 
himself in partnership) with Aaron F. Stevens, 
and for twenty-five years they ranked with the 
leaders of the New ira.mpshire bar. 

Notwitlistanding the fact that Judge Sawyer 
disliked the limitations put upon public men 
1)V party organizations, his (iininence as a law- 
yer and his high character as a man drew him 
into ])olitical aifairs. l^esides some minor local 
offices he served the people of Nashua as a 
representati\'e in both houses of the State leg- 
islature : foi' nine years he was register in 
bankruptcy, and by appointment of (rovernor 
Cheney in July, 1S7(J, was associate justice of 
the Supreme t'ourt. In all these positions Mr. 
Sawyer ga\'e the same time and attention as 
he would have given to his private affairs, and 
always won the confidence and esteem of those 
with whom he had to deal. 

Mr. Sawyer was twice married, first to Maiy 
Frances Ingalls of New York city, and second 
to Fanny Winch of Nashua. He died August 
23, 1882, at his liome in Nashua. 



LEVI WOODBUIIY was born in Frances- 
town, New Hampshire, on the 22d of 
Decendjei', 1789. His fatlier was J'eter Wood- 
burv, at one time a State senator and at vari- 
ous times a holder of town ofhces; his first 
American ancestor was John, who came from 
Somersetshire, iMigland, to Cape Ann in 1()24. 
Two years later he settled in Naumkeag, (now 
Salem) Massachusetts. Early in life Levi de- 
veloped three traits of character — industi-y, 
native aliility, faithfulness to every task — 
wliich made him the power he was in later 
life. 

Dartmouth graduated young Woodl>ury in 
1809. He began the study of law with Sam- 
uel Dana, of Boston, then read with Judge 
Jeremiah Smith, at I<]xeter, and finally entered 
and graduated from the then famous law 
school at Ijitchfield, Connecticut. He was ad- 
mitted to practice in 1812 and began at once 
in his native town. 
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As is often tlie ease witli lawyers, Mr. Wood- 
bury soon drifted into polities and became a 
local leader of the democrats. In 1816 he was 
made clerk of the New Hampshire senate and 
the following year was appointed associate jus- 
tice of the New Hampshire Supreme Court, in 
both of which offices he acquitted himself with 
honor and greatly increased his reputation. 
In 1819 his personal and public work took liim 
so often to Portsmouth that he decided to 
locate there. In 1823, Mr. Woodbury was 
elected governor of his State and two years 
later was speaker of the New Plampshire lower 
house. The latter position he resigned the 
same year, when elected to the senate of the 
United States. 

In the national upper house his reputation 
had preceded him and Mr. Woodbury at once 
became a commanding national figure. In 
1830 his speech on Foote's resolution "on the 
public lands," the resolution whicli called forth 
the famous speeches of Webster and Hayne, 
earned him the title of "Rock of the New 
England democracy." From 1831 to 1834 he 
served as secretary of the navy under Presi- 
dent .lackson, and from 1834 to 1841 as secre- 
tary of the treasury under President Van 
Buren. That made ten consecutive years Mr. 
Woodbury was a member of the president's 
official family, and so well was his work ap- 
proved at home, he was again sent to the 
United States senate. In that body it fell 
upon him to defend the independent treasury 
system which he had adopted while secretary 
of the treasury, and to lead the forces wliich 
defeated the banking laws proposed and urged 
by President Tyler and Henry Clay. In 1844 
he voted for the annexation of Texas. During 
his cabinet positions lie declined the mission 
to Spain, also the chief justiceship of the New- 
Hampshire Supreme Court, and in 1845 the 
mission to England. Tlie following year, 
1846, his appointment as associate justice of 
the United States Supreme Court \\'as con- 
firmed by the senate, which position he ac- 
cepted. At the time of Judge Woodlniry's 
death, Sei)tember 4, 1851, he was the most 



prominent candidate in the democratic party 
for the nomination as president. 

The principal published legal works of Judge 
Woodbury are: The second volume of the 
New liampshire Reports, W. M. Richardson 
being his associate in the preparation of this 
work; his decisions in "Picports and Cases," 
edited by his son, C. L. Woodbury, and G. 
Miuot, 3 vols., 1847 to 1852; "Writings- 
Political, Judicial and Literary," collected by 
N. Capen, 3 vols., 1852. Dartmouth conferred 
upon Mr. Woodbury the degree of LL. D. in 
1823, and Wesleyan in 1843. In his will he 
left one thousand dollars to liis native place, 
Francestown, the income from which was to 
lie used to buy books to be awarded to the best 
scholars in the district. ^Ir. ^\'oodbury's wife 
was Elizabeth, daughter of Asa Clapp, of Port- 
land, Maine. 



JOEL PARKER* waslwrn in Jaffi-ey, New 
^ Hampshire, whose liistory he commemora- 
ted by an address on occasion of the centennial 
celebration of its settlement, in 1873. Hisljirtli 
occurred January 25, 1795. His father was an 
early settler in that town, having removed 
there from Pepperell, Massachusetts. He was 
of tljat class of intelligent and indejiendent 
farmers from wliom liave sprung so many of 
the leading and infiuential men of New Eng- 
land. He was himself a leading man in the 
county in wdiich he resided; and, among other 
places of honor and trust, held the office of 
judge of probate for that county. One of his 
sons was a prominent lawyer in x\mherst. New 
Hampshire, and also held the office of judge 
of probate in that county, ft was in his office 
that his brother .loel read law as a student. 

Joel Parker was graduated at Dartmouth 
college in 1811, in the same cla.ss with Chief 
Justice Shepley, of Maine. He was admitted 
to the bar in 1815, and established himself in 
practice of the law in Keene. The rank he 
early attained in his profession may be in- 

* Extracts from a memoir by Hon. Emory Wasli- 
burn (1876). 
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ferred from bis appointment to the bench of 
tiie Superior Court of New Hampshire in the 
year 1833. In 1838 he was promoted to tlie 
ph^ce of chief justice of that court, and field 
the office until 1848, wlien be resiu;ned it, and 
in the same year became a professor in the law 
school of Plarvard university. lie resigned 
this place in 1868, and from that time till his 
death, August 17, 1875, he was actively en- 
gaged in the management of his own business 
affairs. These were the only offices of import- 
ance which he held at any time, except that 
of a representative for two years in the legisla- 
ture of New Hampshire, and a commissioner 
for revising the Statutes of New Hampshire, 
and a like service in Massachusetts; though it 
should be added that beheld the professorship 
of medical juris})rudence in Dartmouth college 
from 1845 to 1857, and a like professorship in 
the Medical college of New York, and gave 
one or more courses of lectures upon the Con- 
stitution in Dartmouth college, and in tlie 
Columbian Law school in Washington. His 
official honors as well as duties, it will be per- 
ceived, were connected almost entirely with 
law and its administration. His alma mater 
in 1837, and Hai'vard in 1848, conferred upon 
him the degree of LL.D. He was a mem- 
ber of the American Academy of Arfs and 
Sciences, and in 1859 was elected a memljer of 
the Massachusetts Historical society, which he 
held till his death. 

We find in a notice of .Judge Parker, con- 
tained in Allibone's "Dictionary of Authors," 
a catalogue of publications the production of 
his pen, more than twenty in number. These 
include an address before the Phi Beta Kappa 
society of Dartmouth college; addresses com- 
memorative of distinguished men ; essay upon 
Constitutional and International Law ; and 
articles in the "North American Review," 
without mentioning a p)aper u})On the "Origin, 
Organization, and Influence of the Towns of 
New England," published by the Historical 
society, or a lecture upon the first charter and 
early religious legislation of Massachusetts, 
which formed one of the course of lectures bv 



members of that society, delivered upon the 
Lowell foundation. His thoroughness of in- 
vestigation rendered him a saf(( and reliable 
contributor to the resources of local history; 
and among the last of his contributions, to this 
class of literature, was the address, of which 
we liave si)oken, on the occasion of the centen- 
nial celebration of his native town, in 1873, in 
wliich the freshness and playfulness of fort}'' 
run through the pages wliich he penned when 
close upon the confines of four score. Nor do 
the })ul)licatioiis mentioned embrace all the 
elaborate and well-considered ])roductions of 
his pen. But they are suflicieiit to justify the 
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qualities of diligence and thoroughness \A'hich 
have ])een ascribed to him, as characteristics 
of his liabits of thought and life. A jierusal of 
his publislied works, including his o[(iiiioiisas 
a juilge, would enable one to go deeper into 
the character of bis mind than can be done in 
a brief biography, and detect some of the 
sources of that power and efficiency whicli he 
brought to bear upon any subject in which his 
judgment and convictions were enlisted. 

Perhaps the most niemoral)le instance of this 
fearless adherence to his own convictions, when 
opposed to the opinions of others however 
eminent in place and influence, was the differ- 
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ence of opinion wliich arose between the Cir- 
cuit Court of the United States and the Supe- 
rior C!ourt of New Hampshire, upon the con- 
struction to be given to a single expression in 
the bankrupt law of 1841, in the discussion of 
which Judge Story represented one side of the 
question, and Chief Justice Parker the other. 
It turned upon the meaning of the word 
"lien" as used in that statute, and whether it 
extended to the liens created Ijy the statutes of 
the States Ijy attachments upon mesne [irocess 
of the propert}' of a debtor at the suits of credi- 
tors. Tlie court of New Hampshire held that 
it did. Tlie Circuit Court maintai<led the con- 
trary. Upon its decision de})ended the dispo- 
sition to be made of a considerable amount of 
property held Ijy attachment by a slieriff of 
New Hampshire, but claimed by the assignees 
in Ijankruptcy of the debtor, on the ground 
that the process in bankruptcy dissolved the 
attachment, and a\'oided the claim of the 
sheriff under the same. 

The language of Itoth courts was alike as- 
sured and unamljiguous. On the one side 
Judge Story insisted that the District Court of 
the United States might enjoin the creditor of 
the Imnkruptfrom proceeding jjy levying upon 
the property under the jirocess of the State : 
and, if he should thereafter proceed in ilisol_)e- 
dience of such order or injunction, "the Dis- 
trict Court ought to proceed to enforce obedi- 
ence tliereto, as in other cases of the violation 
of injunctions." Chief Justice Parker, in re- 
ply to this intimation, while declaring the 
judgment of the court, took occasion to say 
tliat, if the plaintiff should ask the interference 
of the State Court, it would be their duty to 
enjoin and prohibit the liankrupt and liis as- 
signees, the creditors and all claimants of the 
property attached, from attempting to })rocure 
any process from any court which was not act- 
ing under the authoritv of the State of New 
Hampshire, with a \iew to prevent the entry 
of judgment, in such suits, or to }ire\ent the 
execution of the final jirocess issued upon the 
judgment.s wlien obtained. And he ailded, 
"If auv such injunction is issued by us, in any 



case, it will be our duty to punish any infrac- 
tion of it when brought to our notice, by 
prompt action," etc. 

When it is considered that the point of vari- 
ance between these courts grew out of the con- 
struction to be given to a single wonl made 
u.se of in a public statute, in which the legisla- 
ture of New Hampshire were disposed to sus- 
tain the judgment of its own court, it was for- 
tunate for the country that all occasion for a 
collision of jurisdiction was removed by a 
decision of the Suitrenie Court of the United 
States in harmony with the views entertained 
by Chief Justice Parker: and ]io harm came 
from this conflict of opinion, such as often 
arises Ijetween judges of equal learning, wis- 
dom, and powers of discrimination. The 
numerous opinions which he has left in the 
publislied volumes of the reports of the court 
of New Hampshire, many of them calling for 
a high measure of sound learning and profound 
analysis, when taken in connection with the 
uniform testimony of the bar of that State and 
of those who knew liim in his jmlicial capacity 
to his fairness and impartiality, leave little 
occasion to enlarge upon his eminent qualihca- 
tions for that office, or the high reputation he 
earned during the fifteen years that he occu- 
pied the bench. 

Of his faithfulness and ability as a legal 
instructor in liis office of professor in the law 
school, little need be said beyond the fact that 
he brought to it tlie same habits of diligence, 
careful pre])aration, and a tliorough mastery of 
his subjects, which he had shown as a lawver 
and a judge. As new sul jects and questions 
of interest arose, he gave them the attention 
which their inqiortance deserved, and not only 
gave his class the Ijenefit of his research, but 
in several instances, as has already been stated, 
embodied his views in a printed form. The 
many hundred who shared his instruction 
with that of the other teachers in the .school, 
and are now scattered through the Union, 
would, I am confident, pay a willing tribute to 
his learning, his courtesy, and his generous 
sympathy in whatever concerned their progress 
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and their ultimate success in life. The rela- 
tion that has always suhsisted between the 
students of that school and its instructors has 
been that of friendship and mutual I'espect, 
united to a desire to connnunicate and receive 
instruction; and it lost none of its chai-acteris- 
tics so long as Judge Parker held the office of 
Royall professor in that institution. And the 
fruits of his long and active exi)erience in the 
profession could hardly have failed to give an 
added value to the learning which he gathered 
from the books, in giving instruction to his 
jHipils. His associates, moreo\-er, in the in- 
struction, found him an earnest and interested 
co-laborer in whatever tended to advance the 
interests of the school. 

As a constitutional lawyer, while he did not 
belong to the school of strict constructionists, 
he had for the Constitution itself a profound 
veneration and respect. And, when in the 
conduct of our civil war he saw what he re- 
garded a departure from the true construction 
of that instrument, lie did not hesitate to point 
out in their true light what he deeme<l would 
be the effect and consequences of such de})art- 
ure. Among the subjects to wliicli he de\'oted 
time and attention during tliis conflict were 
those of the Right of Secession, Habeas Corpus, 
and Martial Law, tlie Case of the "J'l-ent, and 
International Law, the Character of the Le- 
bellion, and the Conduct of the War; and 
upon each of these he has left publications 
whicVi will long survive tlie causes and occa- 
sion wlucli brought them out. They are full 
and exhaustive upon the subjects of which 
they treat, and deserve a place auiong the per- 
manent constitutional literature of the country. 

Among the characteristics of Judge Parker's 
mind, which ouglitnot to be passed unnoticed, 
was one which could hardly have been antici- 
pated, wlien contemplating hini as the cau- 
tious, critical, and exact lawyer £ind juilge; 
and that was his love of })oetry, and his keen 
relish of the beautiful and tender in it, as well 
as of the heroic and descrii)tive. IJe \\'as at 
home in Shakespeare, and had ready at his 
command a rich store of treasured poetical 



thought, which he had gathered from a fre- 
quent perusal of some of the choicest English 
and American poets. But it was onlv among 
his familiar friends that he indulged in any 
thing like a free use of what he had gatliered 
from a department of literature which, apipar- 
ently, lay outside of his ordinary line of 
thouglit and duty. 

Somewhat late in life, he married Miss Mary 
RL I'arker, a daugliterof his forme:' })artner in 
business, who with two of tlieir children, a son 
and a daughter, survive him. In private life, 
his influence and exaui])le were always in a 
right direction. In his benefactions, he was 
wise as well as liljeral, and many were the 
sharers in the aid and encouragement which 
he cheerfully jjestowed upon sucli as deserved 
them. His home was to him a place of special 
and ever-growing attraction ; and he mani- 
fested his taste, as well as a desire to make it 
every thing that a home should Ije, Ijy the 
pains and money which he expended upon it. 
In his intercourse with others, he was genial, 
free, and affable, and could unbend to jjlayful- 
ness and familiarity without compromising 
either dignity or self-res];)ect. The cheerful- 
ness and urbanity with which he always 
greeted his frien<ls and associates added much 
to the |)leasure of his society as a man of lib- 
eral culture and ))road experience, and marked 
him out as a man whom it was a privilege to 
know, and one not easv to forget. 



TSAAC WILLIAM SMITH was a native of 
1. the (ji'anite State, having been born in 
Ilampstead in l.S'.:*5. His parents ^\■ere Isaac 
and Mary (('lark) Smith, wdio cherished large 
ambitions for their children, and although 
])00i', as the world even in those times counted 
poor, were enabled Ijy sacrifice to give their 
son an educational legacy in lieu of a financial 
one, and well, indeed, did that son l.iy high 
character and attainments i-(![)ay them. They 
also instilled int<j liis every day c(jnduct as a 
boy a sense of honor and I'Cgard for others, 
which he carried through life. The country 
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schools and the .Saliwhury academy fitted young 
Smith for Pliillip Andover academy, and that 
in time prepared him for Dartmouth college, 
which he entered with the class of 1842. 
After graduation Mr. Smith went to Lowell, 
Massachusetts, and read law with William 
Smith of that -place; then he moved to Man- 
chester, New Hampshire, and continued his 
studies with Daniel Clark, a sketch of wliose 
life appears in this work. Pie was admitted 
to practice in 1850, and a few weeks later 
formed a co-partnership with Herman Foster, 
wlio is also mentioned in tliese memoirs. His 
association with these two leaders of the Man- 
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cliester Ijar gained him an acquaintance which, 
witli his native ahility and legal knowledge, 
earlv hrouglit him a lucrative practice which 
constantly increased as long as he remained 
active in the profession. 

His prominence at the l)ar and Ids kindly 
consideration for all soon Itrought him })olitical 
honors. First he was president of the common 
council; then city solicitor; police court jus- 
tice; representative in the lower house of the 
New Hampshire legislature; State senator; 
appointed hy Presiilent Lincoln assessor of 
internal revenue in his district, and in 1869 



was elected mayor. Each of tliese offices he 
filled with great satisfaction to his constituents. 
In 1877 he was appointed a justice of the Su- 
preme Court to fill a vacancy. In politics 
Judge Smith was a repuhlican. P'rom 1881 to 
1883 Judge Smith was president or the 
alumni association of Dartmouth college, also 
president of tlie Phi Beta Kappa society from 
1882 to 1884, and in 1885 was elected a trus- 
tee of his alma mater. He was a lover of 
history and travel, and a man witli a large 
fund of contemporary information. 

(3n the 16th of August, 1854, Judge Smith 
was united in marriage to Amanda W., 
daughter of Hiram Brown, of Mancliester, and 
they were the parents of eight children. 



JEREMIAH SMITH, son of William 
kJ Smith, was horn in Peterhorough, New 
Hampshire, November 11, 1759. His mother 
was the daughter of John Morrison. William, 
the father, was i)robably the liest educated of 
tlie early settlers in tliat region, was a dele- 
gate to the jirovincial congress in 1774 and 
was the father of seven of the most uncommon 
sous the Cirauite State has yet produced. For 
sixty years the Smith family did more to ad- 
vance the interests of their native town than 
any other family in that region. Of these 
seven brothers, Jeremiah achieved the most 
prominence. In his day the most common 
books were hard to get and the schools were 
wretched. It is related that he often walked 
three or four miles and back to borrow the 
most ordinary book. This effort showed his 
enthusiastic love of study and knowledge. 

At the age of twelve years he began the 
study of Latin with Master Rudolphus (4reene ; 
later he continued his studies under a Mr. 
Donavan, at New Boston ; then he took uji 
(ireek under the guidance of a clergyman at 
Hollis. "Jerry," as he was familiarly known, 
matriculated at Harvard in 1777, left in 1779 
to enter Rutgers, by which institution he was 
graduated in 1781. While at college he en- 
listed in the Continental army, was wounded 
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!it the battle of Bennington and after the lieal- 
ing of his wound, returned to eollege. During 
tlie years 1782 and 1783 lie studied law in 
Barnstable, Massachusetts, then taught school 
one year at Andover and two years at Salem, 
during this period continuing liis law reading. 
He was admitted to practice at Dover, New 
Hampshire, and opened his first office in Peter- 
borough. 

Jeremiah Smitli's family reputation was 
enougli to give the young lawyer an excep- 
tionally good start, Ijut his scholarly attain- 
ments, culti\-ated tastes and uri.iane manners 
did more and he soon was a recognized leader 
throughout the State. As a delegate to the 
State constitutional convention, 1791 and 
1792, he took an active part in preventing the 
insertion of a clause to forbid those not Pro- 
testants holding the offices of senator and 
representative. In 1791 lie was elected to 
congress as a federalist and continued in the 
office until 1797, when he resigned. He loy- 
ally supported Washington during these con- 
gressional terms and in 1798 was appointed 
United States district attorney, serving two 
years; in lSOl-1802, Ijy appointment of Presi- 
dent Adams, he was judge of the United States 
Circuit Court for the New Hampshire district, 
when he resigned to accept the chief justice- 
ship of his State's Supreme Court, continuing 
in tliat responsible office until 1809 and re- 
signing to become governor. After his term 
as chief magistrate of New Plampshire, he re- 
sumed private iiractice until 181.'j, when he 
was again called to the chief justiceship of 
New Hampshire's highest court. Upon coiii- 
nleting three years of service he withdrew 
from judicial life and never afterward held a 
political j)Osition. 

When Judge Smith came to the bai', the law 
was in a very crude condition and no one did 
more to elevate and improve it ; he was really 
the father of several important forms of ]ii'ac- 
tice, and it has been truly said that his acts 
form an essential part of his State's liistor}' 
during his public life. As a national cliarac- 
ter lie was a friend of Washington, John 



Adams, Jefferson, Madison, John Jay, John 
Marshall, Samuel Dexter, Fisher Ames, and 
the other prominent Americans of the Fi'ench 
Pevolution period, his actions idways being in 
support of Washhigton. During his term as 
United States district attorney he moved to 
Exetei', where he li\'ed until his death, Seji- 
tember 21, 1842. In 1820 he gave up his 
jirivate iiractice; for several years he was trus- 
tee and treasurer of Phili]is Andover academy 
and from 1802 until his death '\\'as president of 
the Exctei- bank. Jn 1804, the degree of LL.D. 
was conferi'cd upon liim l)y Dartmouth, and in 
1807 by Harvard. In 181G he published a 
"Sketch of Judge Caleb Ellis," and a very 
complete sketch of his own life was pulilished 
in 1845 fiy John II. Morrison. 

Judge Smith married fii'st, J']liza Ross, of 
Prince (icorge county, Maryland, and second, 
Elizabeth Hale, daughter of William Hale, of 
Dovei', New Hampshire. 



TSAAC N. BLO])(;i]TT, chief justice of the 
\_ New Hampshire Supreme Court, was the 
son of Caleb and Charlotte (Piper) IJlodgett. 
The fatlier was born in Hudson, New Hamp- 
shire, 179.'!, and was descended as follows: 
Asaljcl, boi'ii in Hudson, 17o(); Jeremiah, fiorn 
in Hudson, 1721 ; Jose[ili, boim in Chelmsford, 
IMassachusctts, l(i89; Thomas, born in Chelms- 
f(ird, 1654; Daniel, born in England, 1()31; 
Thomas, l)orii in England, l(j05, the latter 
coming to America on the ship Increase in 
]()-'>5. Judge Blodgett's father, Caleb, was a 
prominent farmer and ])olitical leader. Among 
the the ijffices he held were dej)uty sheriff, 
sheriff, eight years re])resentati ve in tlie New 
Ham[)shire lower hduse, two years a mem- 
ber of the executi\'e council ; he \\'as also at 
one time a candidate for go\'ernor. 

Isaac- N. Blodgett was educated I)}' private 
tutors and at the Canaan, New Hampshire, 
Union academy ; he read law fii'st with Will- 
iam 1). Weeks, of ('anaan, and then witli 
Anson S. Marshall, of ( 'oncoi'd. In December, 
18G0, he was admitted to practice and im- 
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mediately opened an office in Canaan, where 
he remained until 1867, when he renwved to 
Franklin and formed a co-partnership with 
Austin F. Pike, well known as a representative 
in the lower branch of congress. This partner- 
ship existed until 1880, when Mr. Blodgett 
was made an associate justice of the Su- 
preme Court. In August, 1899, he was ap- 
pointed chief justice, which position he still 
very acceptably fills. Judge Blodgett's other 
political positions have been, meml^er of New 
Hamp.shire's lower house, 1871, 1873, 1874, 
1878; State Senator, 1879, 1880; member 



the parents of one child, Anne Geraldine, born 
August 1:3, 1862. 





1^' . 




JK pfiP ^ 






: ^ 


Pf%. 


|: ■ 


^W '' \ 


1 


^- 



ISAAC N. BLODGETT. 

State constitutional convention, 1876, 1889; 
chairman democratic State committee, 1876, 
1877. For several years he has been president 
of the Franklin Savings bank ; is trustee and 
chairman executive committee New Hamp- 
shire Orphan's home. TJi-e honorary degree of 
A. M. was conferred on him l^y Dartmoutb in 
1870 and in June, 1900, the same institution 
honored itself and him by conferring upon 
him the degree of LL. D. 

On the 24th of May, 1861, Judge P)Iodgett 
was married to Sarah A., daughter of Moses 
and Cynthia L. Gerauld, Canaan, and they are 



CHARLES GORDON ATHERTON was 
born at Amherst, in Hillsborough county, 
New Hampshire, July 4, 1804. He graduated 
at Camliridge university in 1818, with unusual 
reputation for ability and scliolarship at an 
earl}' age. He studied law in the office of his 
distinguislied father, Charles H. Atherton, was 
admitted to the bar at the age of twenty-one 
and established himself in business in the town 
of Dunstal)le (now Nashua), in his native 
county. In his profession his success was de- 
cided and his rise rai)id. His mind, clear, 
logical and strong, with the ballast of excellent 
common sense, the adornments of a (juick, 
fancy and a cultivated taste, was admirably 
adapted to the studies and the labors of the 
law. So far as was permitted by the interrup- 
tions of })olitical life, he continued to the last 
in the active practice of his chosen profession. 
As a lawyer, it is not too much to say of him 
that he stood in the front rank of a Ijar which 
has always been fruitful of legal strength and 
acumen; his place was side by side with such 
comjieers as Pierce, Woodbury, Parker, Bart- 
lett and Bell- -following, but not unwortiiily, 
in the path of those earlier "giants of tlie law," 
Webster, Mason and Jeremiah Smith. 

In 1830 he commenced his public career as 
a representative from Nashua in the New 
Hampshire legislature, and continued in this 
office for a period of several years. He was 
speaker of the liouse of representatives for the 
hist three of those years. In March, 1837, he 
was chosen one of the representatives of New 
Ham})shire in the national congress, where he 
remained for three successive terms. At the 
expiration of that period he was transferred to 
the senate of the United States for the term of 
six years. He was also a meml^er of the 
Baltimore convention which nominated Gen- 
eral Pierce for the presidenc^^ Mr. Atherton 
died November 15, 1853. 
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JOHN yMlTH, St. Albaiiw, A^t., was born 
U at Barre, Mass., Augu.st 12, 1789, tlie 
youngest of four sons ot Deacon Sanuiel and 
Patience (Gregorv) Smith. He was l)rouglit 
to St. Alljans liy his jiarents in 1800, wliere 
his father purchased hunl on the site of tlie 
village, the tract being situated upon both the 
north and south sides of the main street. 
Through some defect in the title he afterward 
lost his real estate. In the town of I>arre he 
had been a prominent mem])er of the church, 
and it was said that he owned the only painted 
house in tlie town at the time of liis ix'moval 
to St. Albans. His wife was of Scotch origin 
and was a descendant of Robert Ray Mc( Jregor, 
of Scotland. 

John Smith obtained his education in the 
district schools. He early decided to prepare 
himself for the legal profession, and to this 
end began the study of law \\'itli his brother- 
indaw, Russell Hutchins; however, his legal 
education was })rosecuted mainly in the otfice 
of Hon. Benjamin Swift. Ho was admitted 
to tlie bar in August, 1810, and soon afterwai'd 
formed a partnershi}) with .Judge Swift. This 
firm did a large and remunerative busirjcss 
and ranked second to none in ability and in- 
tegrity. The association was continued until 
18'27, when, owing to Judge Swift's election to 
Congress, it was dissolved. After the dissolu- 



tion Mr. Smith continued in practice until 
1845, liavdng various partners at different 
times. 

In politics he was a Democrat, and was 
called upon to Mil puljlic })Ositions of trust in 
the gift of the peo]>le. He was elected State's 
attorney for Franklin county in 1827 and held 
the office the six succeeding years. In 1827 
he represented St. Albans in tlie (leneral As- 
sembly, ami, with tlie exception of 18.']4, was 
re-elected e\'ery year to ls;]8, filling the office 
of s[)eaker of the House in 18.''.2 and l.s;33. 
In 18.38 he was nominated l)y the Democratic 
party for Congress. The Whigs were strongly 
in the majority in his district, but the personal 
popularity of Mr. Smith \\-as so great, that 
after three spirited trials he was elected. In 
the political overturrung of 1840 Mr. Smith 
was defeated and his congressional career ter- 
minated on March 4, 1841. 

Ml-. Smith's greatest sei'vice to his State, 
and the real basis of his prominence, was 
thi'ongh his connection with railroad matters, 
\\Jici'ein he gave e\'ideiice of his comprehensive 
ability, his sturdy integrity ami unthnching 
de\'otion to duty. Soon after liis I'etii'cment 
friim Congress the Legislatui-c of A'ermont 
granted cluirters to several railroads. In 1845, 
mainly through his efforts, a charter \\as ol)- 
taine(l for the \'ei'mont and Canaila Iiailroad, 
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which gave the riglit to the eoiupaiiy to huikl 
a line from some }ioint on the Canada line 
through the \'iUage of Wt. Ahxins to connect 
witli .some point on the \'ermont C'entral Rail- 
roa(L Tiie company's charter also carried the 
right to build a railroad from any point on 
their route to the western shore of (li-and Isle 
county, passing across the Sand Bar to South 
Hero. This wouhl enable them to make con- 




JOHN SMITH, 

nection with the Ogdensburg road, \\hich 
would open a through trathc \\ay with the 
great lakes and the \\-estei'n country. The 
proposed route crossing I^ake Cliam]>lain jiroved 
not to be feasible, and the pi'0])Osed terminus 
of the ( )gdensburg road being IMattsburg, N, 
Y,, parties at Burlington tried to have the 
project abandoned and the connection of the 
Ogdensburg and \"ermont roads made at that 
i:)oint by ferry. This connet'tion was of the 
most vital imjiortance to the A'ermont and 
Canada Railroad for the reason that the cap- 
italists of the country refused to advance any 
further aid to the A^ermont railroads only on 
condition that an unbr(.)ken line could be se- 
cured to the great lakes ami tlie West, jNIr, 
Smith pi'oved equal to the emergency. He 
petitioned the XT'rmont Legislature to amend 



the charter granted to the A'ermont an<l Can- 
ada Comi)any ])y erasing the words, "})assing 
across the Sand Bar to South Hero," He car- 
ried this amendment successfully through the 
Legislature, and thereby secured to the rail- 
road the right tolaiild from any point on their 
route to any point on the we.-itern shore of 
Grand Isle county. The Ogdensburg road 
changed terminus to Rouse's Point, N, Y,, and 
Air, Smith having purchased the fai'm in Al- 
])urgh directly opposite, a wliai-f was Iniilt to 
the channel of the lake, and the connection 
was hrst made by ferry, and subsequently a 
bridge was built. Still the capitalists hesitated 
to advance tlie funds necessary to luiild the 
road. At this crisis Air, Smith and two other 
gentlemen decided on a course as Itold as it 
was ultimately successful. They proceeded to 
prosecute tlie work, becoming personally re- 
sponsible for the cost of the same, and borrowed 
$.5(10, nOO before a dollar was realized by sub- 
scription to the stock of the company. 

Thus did .John Smith, by his enterprise and 
foresight, take advantage of circumstances to 
inaugurate a course of measures that has greatly 
advanced the matei'ial wealth and interests of 
St. Alljans. By his efforts in this undertaking 
St. Allians Ijecame eventually the lK)me of the 
Averment Central Railroad, and thereljy the 
most prosperous and wealthy village in North- 
ern Averment. 

Air. Smith was noted for his liljerality, pub- 
lic spirit, sagacity and untiring energy. He 
early made a profession of religion Ijy uniting 
^^'itll tile Congregational church, and contin- 
ued to his death an active and influential 
member. Perplexing anil exhausting laliors 
liad worn his physical system to near the break- 
ing [)oint, and he died suddenly on November 
2S, IS.jS. 

Upon his memorial 'stone in the St, Albans 
cemetery is inscrilied the following, after his 
name, ilate of ]_)irth and death: "His pirivate 
virtues and the graces of a well ordered Chris- 
tian life endeared him to his family and friends, 
and qualified him for the distinguished 2:)Osition 
which he occupied at the bar, and for the many 



BIOGRA PHICAL . — VERM ON T. 



ottiees of })ublic' and political tni^ts wliirli were tral Kailrouils, John (i. Smith was made one of 
bestowed upon him. This simply indicates a Ijoavd of li\'e trustees appointed to operate 
the spot where the mortal remains repose of the i-oads, and from that time on relinquished 



one who by his })erseveranee and energy in 
successfully establishing the W^rmont and 
Canada Railroad gave to Franklin county and 
St. Albans a stinnilus for the de\'elopn^ent of 
their agricultural and manufacturing re- 
sources." 

Mr. Smith was married, Septend}er IS, 1,S14, 
to ^Nliss Maria W. ( 'urtis, of Troy, N. Y. They 
had the following childi-en : Harriet, who mar- 
Benjamin I>. Newton, and died at I'lattshui'g, 
N. Y. : .lolni (Iregory, whose sketch follows 
this; Edward, who died at the age of tlu'ee 
years; Worthington ('.; -lulia, who mari'ied 
({eortre G. Hunt, and died at St. All)ans; and 
Francis and Louisa (twins), of wliom the former 
died in infancy and the latter married Law- 
rence Brainei'd and dit'il at St. Albans. 



JOHN (JRFOOKY SMITH, of St. Albans, 
?^ govei'nor of A'ermont two terms, was boi'n 
at St. Alljans, .July -I'l, ISl.S, the eldest son of 
Jolni and Mai'ia W. (Curtis) Smith. Lfe re- 
ceived bis elementary education in the district 
schools and the St. Alljans Academy, and in 
LS.':i4, at the age of sixteen years, eiitei'ed the 
University of A'ermont, from which institution 
lie was graduated in LS.'iS. He stmlieil law 
in his father's ofHce for a yt'ar and then en- 
tered the law department of Yale College, com- 
pleting liis studies in the spring of l<S41,in 
the fall of wdrich year he was admitted to the 
Franklin county liar. 

Immediately after his admission he began 
practice in association with his fathei', undei' 
the firm name of J. & J. tb Smith, and until 
the time of bis father's death in LSo.S, devoted 
himself industriously to bis pi'ofession, serxing 
a greater part of the period as counsel for tlie 
A'ermont (Jentral Kaih'oad. 

After the death of his father, who bad been 
the paramount personality in the affairs of the 
\"erniont and Canada ami the AT'i'uiont Cen- 



the practice of law. To the exacting duties 
of this position he devoted his jiowerful ener- 
gies, and being naturally endowed with un- 
usual executive ability he finally brought 
order and system out of the tangle of litigation 
and cross-purposes, securing to the chief rail- 




JOHN G. SMITH. 

I'oad intei'ests of \'crmont a secure basis. After 
the cijusolidation of the two interests under 
the ]iresent system, ( iovt-rnoi' Smith was its 
chief executive oflict'r. He also tilled the po- 
sition of prt'si<lent of the Northern Pacific 
Itailrftad for several years. 

In politics (Jo\'ernor Srjiitb was always an 
earnest supporter of the principles of the Re- 
publican pai'ty and was recogni/,ed as one of 
the sti'ong men in its ranks. The first politi- 
cal (itfice to wdueli he was chosen was that of 
State senai.or from I'^i-anklin county. Li tlie 
Senate he gave proof of his broad intellect and 
acti\'c mind, sei'xdng his constituency faith- 
fully and intelligently. From LSGI) to 1«62 
inclusive he repi-esenti>il St. Albans in the As- 
sendily, and was speaker of the House the last 
two terms. 
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It was at this period in the State's political 
history that men of sturdj' integrity, intrepid 
action and patriotism ahove reproach advanced 
to the front; when the juggler}- of politicians 
was Ijrushed aside to make way for honest, 
vigorous administration of government and 
unflinching support of the beleaguered Union. 
Among such men, none possessed the confidence 
of the people to a greater extent than John G. 
Smith. Therefore it is not surprising that he 
was nominated and elected to the highest office 
in the gift of the people of his State — that of 
governor — in 1863, and re-elected in 1864. 

His ternr of service was during the dark days 
of the Civil war, when the enthusiastic out- 
burst of patriotism had subsided, and the re- 
ports of battle and carnage had brought the 
people of the North to a clear realization of 
terrible war, and well did he earn the title of 
"war governor." He saw that the depleted 
ranks of the Vermont regiments were filled, 
and neglected nothing in his aim to su})port 
the general government. He was the soldier's 
friend e^'ery^^d:^ere. Hundreds of letters were 
received by liim from soldiers, asking for favors, 
and none was treated inconsiderately. He 
saw the A^ermont men in the camp, on the 
field, in tlie hospital, wounded and dying, and 
ministered to their wants. For the sick and 
starved from Belle Island, returning to An- 
napolis as i)arolled prisoners, he personally 
interceded at the War Department and pro- 
cured furloughs for them to go home, thus 
giving them tender care and relieving the gov- 
ernment of their charge. In his honor the 
United States General Hospital at Brattleboro 
was named the Governor Smith General PIos- 
])ital. And again was his patriotism an<l in- 
ifexible de\'otion to duty displayed, when 
Northern A'ei-mont was sultjected to a reljel 
]'aid from the Canada side, tlireatening jjlood- 
shed and rapine. The prompt measures set in 
motion l)y him were effecti\'e and won the 
warm approltation of the people. 

He retired from his second term of ottice 
with a record untarnished, to take up the ab- 
sorlting duties of president of the \'ermont 



Central and Northern Pacific Railroads. He 
declined appointment to the Senate, and also 
nomination for memjjer of congress, largely in 
deference to the demands of those positions 
upon his time. He ser\'ed as chairman of the 
A'ermont delegation to the Republican National 
Conventions of 1872, 1880 and 1884. 

Governor Smith's love for his native towji 
was sliown in many liljeral gifts, the fountain 
which adorns the }>ublic park being only one 
of many illustrations. In Ijushiess and social 
life he was eminently successful — a man of 
strict integrity, well meriting the high esteem 
accorded him by his fellow men. In private 
life he was pleasant and attable to all, courteous 
and kind, the beloved and reverenced head of 
a happy home. 

Governor Smith was married to Miss Ann 
Eliza, daughter of Hon. Lawrence Brairrerd. 
They were the parents of five children : (leorge, 
Anna, Edward C. (wliose sketch follows this), 
Julia (Mrs. O. C. Stevens), and Helen (Mrs. 
Rev. Donald C. McKay). 

Governor Smith was in the enjoyment of 
excellent healtli until near the time of his 
death on Novendjer 6, 1891, just previous to 
wliich lie caught a severe cold, wdiich resulted 
fatally. 



EDWARD CURTIS SMITH, governor of 
tlie State of A'ermont, was Ijorn in St. 
Allians, in that State, on January 5, 1854, the 
second son of Hon. John Gregory and Anna 
Eliza (Brainerd) Smith, grandson of John and 
Maria \V. (Curtis) Sujitli, and great-grandson 
of Sanmel and Patience ((iregory) Smith, the 
latter a pioneer in St.. Albans in I8(j0. xVniong 
his ancestors, it may jje noted, there was a 
distinguishc<l Colonial governor, a Revolution- 
ary patriot, an al:)olition leader and United 
States senator, and a " war governor" of his 
native State. Biographies of his father and 
grandfather precede this, wherein are sketched 
their eminent services and worthy characters. 
Oiovernor Smith obtained his early education 
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at the St. Albans High .School, and suhse- 
qnently entered Yale College, where he was 
graduated in his twenty-first year. During 
his college course, apart from excellent stand- 
ing in his studies, he \\'as a jn'oniinent figure 
in athletic diversions, being a member of the 
freshman boat crew and of the " \"arsity " Ixise- 
ball club. 

After his graduation he read law in his 
father's office, was admitted to tlie bar, and in 
1877 became the junior partner in the law 
firm of Xol)le tt Smith. The firm secured an 
enviable practice and I'anked with those of the 
best reputation. But his antecedents and en- 
^•ironment were destined to draw him h'om the 
profession in which no one who knows him 
can doubt that he would have proved a suc- 
cessful man. The connection of his grand- 
father and father with the leading railroad in- 
terests of A'ermont naturally appealed to him, 
and designated him as a ^^■orthy follower in 
the enterprises and lal)ors in which his sire 
and grandsire had been conspicuous. In 1.SS9 
he was elected second vice-president of the 
Central A'ermont Railroad and assumed the 
duties of general manager of tlie road. In 
this position he contiimed until the death of 
his father in 1891, when he was made presi- 
dent of the company. 

Governor Smith dis^ilayed rare executive 
ability in the management of the Central A"er- 
mont system. He organized tlie ( )gdensl)urg 
Transit Company, with a line of lioats plying 
between Chicago and Ogdensburg, and became 
president of the company. He also organized 
the Ogdensljurg Terminal ('ompaiiy, and origi- 
nated and carried to a successful conclusion 
numerous enterprises for the de\'elopinent of 
the lake and rail lines. It \\'as the settled 
policy of President Smith to 0})erate the Cen- 
tral A'ermont in the interest of \'crmont and 
its people. The development of the material 
interests and natural resources of the State has 
been a dominating feature in his railroad man- 
agement. In addition to his railroad interests 
he is or has been a director or otticer in nearly 



thirty dilferent coi-poi'ations, in all of which he 
has substantial interests. 

<iovernei' Smith always has been an un- 
coiii])romising Uepuljlican, and while, owing 
to his nmltifarious duties, lie has not taken an 
active })art in politics, he has, nevertheless, 
kept in constant touch with the movements 
and measui'cs of his party in the State. He 
cast, his first presidential \-ote for Hayes in 
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1S7I), and since has Ijeen connected with local 
llepulilican organizations. He frequently has 
been a delegate to State conventions, and in 
l8tj() was iKdegate at largi' fr(.im A^ermont to 
the Repul>lican National ( 'on\'ention tliat nom- 
inated William M(T\inley. He has held a 
mnnber of Im/al offices, and in ls9'2 was i\\\- 
poiided a member of ( TO\"(.'i'unr I'ingree's start', 
with the rank of colonel. The truest estima- 
tion of his po[iularity as a man was ein[(liati- 
call>' deiiionstrat(/d at the election in 1,S9() 
\\'lien he recei\'e<| the unaniiiaais vote of both 
the i;e[)ul)lican and Hemoeratic partii's for 
representati\'e from St. Albans in the Assem- 
bly. He was cdiairman of the \\"ays and means 
conmiittee i:>f the House, and was entrusted 
with the important duty of fonuulating a new 
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corporation tax law, wiiicli met the ajiproval 
of the people and increased the re\enue of the 
State. In 1892 he declined the nomination 
for senator from Franklin county. In 1898 
he was nominated and elected governor of 
Vermont by the Republicans. 

Governor Smith was married on October 3, 
1888, to Anna B., daughter of Hon. Henry R. 
James, of Ogdensburg, Ijy wliom he has four 
children, viz. : James Gregory, Edward Fair- 
cliild, Curtis Ripley and Anna Dorothea. 



ALFRED ALLEN HALL, of St. Albans, 
\i., one of the most widely known an<l 
influential men of A'ermont, was Ijorn of Rev- 
olutionary stock in Athens, Windliam county, 
A't., December ;51, 1848. His education in 
the connnon schools of his Ijirthplace was sup- 
plemented by an academic course at Leland 
and Gray Seminary, Townshend, A^t. He after- 
ward Htted for college, Ijut was prevented by 
circumstances from attending. He taught 
school several terms and then entered the 
oHice of Davis & Adams at St. Allxms, in Sep- 
tember, L870, and studied law with tlieoi un- 
til he was admitted to tlie Franklin county 
liar at the April term, LST-'). He was soon 
afterward admitted to tlie Sujireme Court of 
A^ermont and the Circuit Court of the United 
States. He remained in the employ of Davis 
ct Adams, practicing law, from April, 187.J, 
until January, 1874. 

At this time ^Ir. Hall formed a partnei'sbip 
for the practice of his profession with William 
I). Wilson, \\liicli has e\'er since continued, 
covering a longer period of Imsiiiess associa- 
tion than that fif any othei- law firm in the 
State, and attaining a standing that is a soui'ce 
of honor and tinancial success. As a law- 
yer Air. Hall stands among tlie leailers of 
the State Ijar: he is an advocate of excep- 
tional eloquence, and a counselor who is well 
foilifled by \\iile and e-\Jiaustive reading, and 
a keen and logical mind. His aiguments 
always connuand tlie respectful attention and 



careful consideration of the Supreme bench, 
and he has throughout his professional career 
been more than ordinarily successful in the 
conduct of the important and complicated cases 
committed to his charge. 

Colonel Hall has always been a working 
Republican and his fellow citizens have called 
him to fill a numlier of responsible trusts of a 
civic character. He is a popular political ora- 
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tor and his services in this direction have been 
Ijeneticial to Ids party. He has held the office 
of town grand juror and was moderator of 
the town of St. Allians twelve years. He 
was ])rcsident of the Board of 'i'rustees of the 
village of St. Albans in IS.SO and 1S81 : chair- 
man of the School l]oard tliree years; trustee 
and treasurer of the Free Liljrarv twenty years, 
ami a trustee of tlie Franklin County (Grammar 
School. He belli the office of corporation 
counsel many years ami was chosen tlie first 
city attorney for the city of St. Albans. He 
was state's attorney for Franklin county in 
18S2-.S4, and State senator for Franklin coun- 
ty, 1892-94, sei'ving as }iresident pra tern, of 
tlie Senate during the term. In these many 
and varied [lositiiins, some of them iuvolv- 
iug arduous labor, legal abilitv, and wise 
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juilgnient, (.'olonel Hall li:i8 never fuikMl t(.) 
meet the highest expeetations of his friends 
and follow eitizens. In is;):! lie was ap- 
pointed 1:)V (tOV. Levi K. Kuller, ehainiian 
of the Board of Connnissioners to re\-ise the 
laws of Vermont, which resulted in the Stat- 
utes of \'ermont as now in irse, a eom})ilation 
and codification which hasheeu warndy praised 
by the bench and luir. In 1S9.3 he was a[i- 
pointed by (\o\. Urban A. \\'oodbury. com- 
missioner on uniformity of laws. He \\ as 
chairman of the lie])ulilican State (.'onvention 
in 189(), and in a \\"ide range of stations of 
greater or less importance has always cheer- 
fully given his time and talents towanl the 
propagation of liepublican doctrine in the ser- 
vice of his State and comiimnity. 

Colonel Hall lias found time during the 
h)usy years of his life to de\'ote attention to 
military affairs, for wduch he has decided taste 
and fitness. He was a member of Co. 1), First 
Regiment of Infantry in the A'ermont National 
Guard (the former Kansom Cuards), serving 
ui)on the non-connnissioned and couniiissiuncd 
staff of the regiment, and was appointed colo- 
nel and ai(le-de-cam[) on tlie staff of ( lov. Sam- 
uel E. Pingree in l.S,s4. He served more than 
ten years in the State Militia and is now borne 
on the retii'ed list with the I'ank of colontd, 
from wdiicb fact be derived the familiar title 
Ijv wdiich be is known. He was among the 
first to join the A'ei-mont Society of the Sons 
of the American Itevolution, being eligible 
thereto through the [)atriotic ser\'ices of Ijoth 
his paternal and maternal ancestors in the 
great struggle for freedom. 

('oloiiel Hall is eminent in tlie Masonic fra- 
ternity, his career in that ancient ami honor- 
ai)le institution being well kiKiwn thi'oughout 
the country. He became a meml)er of ISIazing 
Stai' Lodge Xo. ^;>, at 'rownshend,\'t., in March, 
1<S7<). Upon his removal to St. Albans in 
1X71 he became a member of Fi-anklin Lodge 
No. 4, in wdnch be subsequently hehl the office 
of worshi})ful master. He earl>' he("ime prom- 
inent in the Grand Lodge of the State, and 
was for two vears its grand master. Ju Felj- 



ruary, lS71, he became a memlier ofChamplain 
Clia[)terNo. 1, K. A. ^f., in which liody he has 
held the offices up to that of high priest. In 
LS79 he was (dected grand high priest of the 
Grand Chapter, and I'e-cdected in ISSO. He re- 
ceived the degi'ce of royal master and select 
master in ( 'olumlius Council, Royal and Select 
Mastei's, in St. Albans, in 1872, and from LS.S2 
to 1SS7 was thrice illustrious master, in 1S77 
he received the ordt'r of the Red ( 'ross and of 
Knight "bemplar and Knight of Malta in La- 
fayette Coimnandery and afterwards held the 
office of ennnent comma ndt'r and grau<l com- 
mander of the ( Jraud Commandery of \'ermont. 
He is also a })rominent memlx-r of the other 
Masonic organizations, and was the first Mason 
in the State to hold the highest office in the 
three grand bodies. He has been delegate to 
numei'ous important I\Iasonic gatlieriugs in 
various parts of the country, in wdiich he has 
lieen a conspicuous figure. He has attained 
the thirty-third degive in the A. A. S. U. 

Colonel Hall ^^■as married on -June lo, 1S74, 
to Ahhie L. Austin, daughter of .John and IjO- 
antha Z. Austin. They lia\'e two sons — FLu'- 
rie \'aughn Hall, Ixjrn b\djruary '1, 1878, who 
served as sergeant in Co. 1>, First \'ermont 
\'oluuteer Infantry in the Spanisli-American 
wai': an<l Le Roy Austin Hall, born August 
lb, l.s,S7. 



GFGRGF F. LAWRFNCF, Rutland, Vt.— 
Among the oldci' families of New Eng- 
land stock, many of whicdi antedate the Ke\'0- 
lutionary war, is that of the Lawi'ences, many 
mendiers of wdnch ha\-e betai conspicuous in 
civil and puldic life. Hescetided firim tiiis an- 
cestry was Ivlw'in Lawrence, of W'eyhridgc, \'t.. 
a man of high (diaracter, wdio married llari'iet 
Yale, of Middlebury, \'t. They were the pa- 
rents of the subject of this notice, 

George Iv Lawrence was l)orn at Weybridge. 
\'t., on .Inne 10, 1S44. After pi'(j[)erly pre- 
paring hiiiiself he entered Middlebury ( 'ollege, 
from wdiiidi he was ^I'aduated in the (dass of 
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1S07. He then took ;i course in the Albany 
(N.Y.) Law School graduating;- in 1.S68. Enter- 
ing the hiw ottice of Oiovernor Stewart, he was 
admitted to the Ijar of Addison county in 1868, 
and subse(|uently to the Supreme Court of the 
State. He began the jiractice of his profession 
at Kuthmd in 1870 and in 1874 formed a part- 
nership witli Colonel Joyce, which continued 
four years. Subsequently V . ^I. Meldon was 
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assi:iciateil in business with him for about four 
years previous to iss!:). <ince which year he 
has bad no partner. .Judge Lawrence lias 
attained a high position in tJie bar of Rcitland 
county ami is \\'idel>' regarded as a wise and 
safe counselor, a man of tbc highest integrity, 
and an industidcais and painstaking lawyer. 
These ijualifications have lirougbt bim a lai'ge 
practice and given bim a standing in tbecom- 
nnnut\' that has led to bis selection for >e\'eral 
positicms of resiionsibility. He held the ofHce 
of State's attorney frrmi I'ecember. 1878. to 
I)ecember. Issn, performing the duti(:'S of the 
othee with zealous fidelity. He ser\-ed four 
years as nmnicii)al judge, and declined tlie 
oflice f.ir a longer period. These oHiecs came 
to bim unsotight. as, indeed, have whate\-er 
honors that have been bestowed upon him. 



A staunch Republican in jiolitics, Judge 
Lawrence was elected to the State Legislature 
from Rutland for the year 1894, and faithfully 
and ably served the interests of his constitu- 
ents. Judge Lawrence is a member of the 
jMasonic order and counts among his warmest 
friends many fellow members of the ancient 
craft. Courteous and dignified in personal de- 
meanor, firm in friendship and noted for the 
soundness of his judgment, Judge Lawrence 
has won the confidence and esteem of all with 
whom he lias had professional or social inter- 
course. 

In October, 1876, Judge Lawrence was mar- 
rieil to Kate C. Phalen: they have two chil- 
dren, Robert A., associated in business with 
his father, and Ed^'in ^\^, a student at the 
L'niversitv of A'errnont. 



T(JRREY E. WALES, of Burlington, AT., 
\\as l.iorn in the town of Westford, Chit- 
tenden county. A'errnont. June 20, 1820. He 
is descended from an old and honored Xevv 
England family, members of which on both 
paternal and maternal sides, were patriots in 
the Revolutionary war. After receiving a 
thorough preparatory education he entered 
the University of ATrmont ami was graduated 
in tlie class of 1841. He then took uj) tlie 
study of law in the office of Ashahel Peck, in 
Burlington, and \\as admitted to the Ixir of 
Chittenden county in 1845. <Jj>ening an office 
in Burlington, he liegan a legal career that 
now extends over a period of fifty-five years, 
and \\'liicli has been marked for its success ami 
the lienors that it has brought to him. In 
1.S57 he formed a partnership \\'\i\\ R. S. Taft. 
no\\' cliief judge of the Supreme Court, wliich 
continueil harmoniously for twenty-one years. 
In 1SS2 the firm of \\'ales lV: ^^'ales \A-as formed 
Viy the admission of bis son to a i)artnersbii>. 

Judge AVales rose ra[iiillv in his jirofession 
soon commanding the confiilence of the com- 
munity and a liberal share of the legal Imsi- 
ness of the county. He has always been an 
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indiistriinis worker, ilependiiii; for siireess 
largely upon thorough imeHtigation and pre})- 
aration of the eases that were placed in his 
hands wdien in aeti\-e practice hefore the courts, 
and is distinguislied for faithfulness and loj'alty 
to his clients. 

\\\ 18(32 ^Ir. Wales was chosen judge of [H'O- 
hate for C'hittenden county, and such was his 
popularity and his peculiar titness for the of- 



the pulilic at hirge with more lidelity than 
Judge Wales. During his long cai'eer as a, 
lawyer au<l official in the several positions 
named, .Judge Wales has maintained his rep- 
utation for spotless integrity, and in the ripe- 
ness of his years he (ills a, large [)lace in the 
esteem of all good men. 

On Fehrnary .'i, l<S4(i, .Judge \\'ales married 
Eli/.aheth (.'. ^Tason, wdio died in IS.Sfi. He 
sul)se(piently married Mrs. Helen M. White, 
of ]>oston, who died in 1895. A son, (jeorge 
^V. Wales, Ijy the first wife died in 1890, leav- 
int;' two children. 
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Hce that he filled it foi- thirty-six years. A 
staunch liepulJican, .Judge Wales has labored 
always for the advancement <if the interests of 
the j)arty, whicJi has recognizeil hissei'\'ices hv 
electing him to se\-eral oltieesof r(.'sponsihilitv. 
He M-as elected state's attorney in ]8.'J4aiid 
h(Jd the ofii(.-e three years. lie re[)resented 
Burlington ill the State Legislature in 1 .SdS, 
18(19, lS7(i, iiiid lS77, milking foi- himsijf a 
clean and I'eputahle record as legislator. lie 
has many times ser\'ed his party as diJegate 
to State and ci unity jinlitical coin'cntioiis. The 
city of Burlington lidiioi'ed him with election 
to the mayoi'alty fni'two >'eai-s, 18(1(1 and 18(17, 
and he acted in the same office in I871) during 
the al>seiice of the iiicuiiihent, .Mayiir D. ( '. 
Jjiiisley. No man e\'ei- serx'cd his party and 



TOEL ('. BAKEK, Rutland, Vt., was horn 
kJ in Daiiby, \'t., April Kl, 18;;8. He is a 
grandson nf Stephen ISaker, who removeil from 
Rhode Island to N'ermont in 1819, and son of 
Edia and Selucia Ami (Da\'(.'nport) ISaker. He 
was given op[)Ortunity to obtain an academical 
education, and after its completion he took up 
the study of law in the otfice of l)a\'id A. 
Nicholson. He was admitted to the bar at 
Rutland in l8(l-_', and to prai/tice in the Su- 
[ireme ('ourt of the State in January, I8(lii. 

Just fiefiii'e ^Ir. Baker's admissidii to the l)ar 
tlie fires of I'cbellion were lighted in the South 
and his patriotic s[(irit led liim with liundreds 
of other A'crrnonters to enter the ranks of 
the Union army. He enlisted in Co. !>, Ninth 
\'ermont N'oluntcer Infantry, and was nms- 
tered into the si'r\'iee as sergeant. After 
aliout two months ot a<-ti\'e service in the 
Shenandoah \'alley he was taken [irisoner at 
Harper's i'"erry on September l"i, l8(ii!. He 
was soon parolled and sent to ( 'amp Douglass, 
and oil .Jaiuiar\' '.). 1 8(i;l, was excJianged and 
served as guard o\'erreb(J prisoners. JJii're be 
continued until .\|iril. 18(1;!, when be was sent 
with others to ('ilv I'oiiit with a body of pris- 
oners for e.xebange. lie [iartici[iate(l in the 
siege of Sull'olk in the s|)riii,i; of l8i;;',, and after 
till/ battle of ( iettysburg, remained at. Yorktown 
until ( )ctober (jf that year. During the next 
ele\-eii months be perloriiied arduous ser\'ice 
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in ciujipaigning in Nortli Carolina, and finally 
took pavt in the siege and capture of Peters- 
burg and Richmond, jjcing in the front on the 
skirmish line on the memorable ?>A of April, 
1865, which first entei'ed Richmomb In 
Decendjer, 18(J;^, he was promoted to second 
lieutenant; in tiie summer of 1.S64, was ad- 
vanced to first lieutenant, and iji the sjmng 
of I860 received a cai)tain's commission. Mr. 




JOEL C. BAKER. 

Baker's war record is an lionoral^le one in 
every res}(ect; lie has always maintaine<l his 
interest in military ati'airs in their relation to 
the old soldiers and is an active memlier of 
the (.1. A. I;., and of the Loyal Lt'gion. 

Ueturning from the \\\\\ Mr. liaker resumed 
\ii\\ practice in ^Vallingford, A't., from whicli 
place he removed and settled permanently in 
Rutland in 18()<S. As a lawyer he is consid- 
ered a safe and judicious counselor, conscien- 
tiously de\-oted to the interests of his clients, 
and skillful in meeting legal opposition of 
whatever character. His practice is largely 
that of a trial lawyer in the State and Federal 
courts. 

Mr. Baker is and always has been an earnest 
and acti\e Republican and has Ix'cn honored 
by his party witli se\'eral jiuldic oHices. He 



was superintendent of schools in Rutland sev- 
eral years and has always labored unselfishly 
for the advancement of education. From 1893 
to 1896 he held the office of city attorney, and 
was county auditor a nundjer of years. From 
1886 to 1888 he served in the State Senate 
with marked ability. He was appointed probate 
register for his district and deputy county 
clerk for the county and served in those offices 
from 1,S69 to 1873. His name has been fre- 
quently and prominently before the people as 
a candidate for the office of judge of the Su- 
preme C'oui't. Pie has almost yearly been a 
delegate to State and county political conven- 
tions, where his advice and efficiency have 
been iiTfluential in the party councils. 

Mr. leaker was married on Octo].)er 8, 1866, 
to Olive Adelaide Howe; they have one 
daughter. 



BENJAMIN FRANKLIN FIFIELD, 
^lontpelier, A't., eldest sonof (_'ol. (_)range 
Fifield, was born in Orange, \i., November 
18, 18;>2. The name of this family is derived 
from the union of tlie name of County P^ife, 
Scotland, with the name, Field. His ancestors 
came i]i 1634 to ^Massachusetts and his later 
lineage in America is notable in many ways. 
On ins mother's side he is connected with the 
Massachusetts Adamses. His great-grandfather 
FitieJd was an ofiicer in the Revolutionary 
army and the second man over the British 
entrenchments at Bennington. His graiid- 
fatlier's brother. Col. Edward FifiePl, com- 
manded a regiment in the wai- of 1812. 

Ik'njamin F. Fifield fitted for college and 
was graduated from the University of \'er- 
mont in the class of PSo.y At the close of 
his college course he entered the law oHice of 
Peck tt Coljjy, at Alontpelier, and in 1858 was 
adnntted to the Washington county bar. LTp- 
on the removal of Mr. Colby from N'ermont, 
M)'. Fifield formed a partnership with j\Ir. 
Peck, which continued until tlie death of the 
latter, when Mr. P'ifield succeeded to the busi- 
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ness of the firm. In 1869 In- Ix'canie the 
counsel and confidential ad\'iser of the Xvy- 
niont Central Railroad Cornjiany, and of the 
receivers of that com])any, wliich relations he 
still continues. He was a|)[)ointed United 
States attorney for the District of X'erinoid 1)y 
President Grant in 1,S(;9, and received con- 
secutive appointments until 1S80, when he 
resigned on account of his election to tlie (ien- 
eral Assembly from Montpelier. During this 
period his business was very large on account 
of the great numljer of \-iolations of tlie pen- 
sion, bankruptcy, internal revciuieand customs 
laws. During his term of office the Kenian 
raiders were in<licted, tridl and convicted of 
violating the reveiuie laws. It has Ijcen (juitc 
generally conceded that he made tiic most 
efficient United States attorney ever a})pointed 
in tliis State. 

In politics Mr. Fifield is a stui-dy Re])uldican 
and has generously aided iiis party, lie is an 
eloijuent ami powerful sjieaker and has made 
his influence felt in many exciting camiiaigns. 
In August, 1880, he made a speech on political 
issues which was so vigorous and logical that 
10, ()()(_) copies were printed and cii'culated 
during the campaign. In the State Legisla- 
ture lie was cliairman of the Juiliciarv com- 
mittee, a position for whicli he was eminently 
fitted, and was a memljer of the comnntt(_'e on 
the revision of the laws and on constitutional 
amendmcids. In the thorough revision of the 
laws made at that time, lie was a zealous and 
active worker. In the fall of 1.S.S2 a mo\'emcnt 
was made to put him in nomination for Con- 
gress, but he declined tlie jirott'ered honoi', pre- 
fei'ring the pleasanter walks of liis profession. 
In 1884 he was elected a delegate to tlie Re- 
publican National Convention, and in the 
same year became president of tlie Vermont 
Bar Association, u}ion which occasion he de- 
livered an address in wliicli he ad\'0cated 
making the tenure of office of the justices of 
tlie Supreme Court dui'ing gooil l^ehaviour. In 
1885 he was aji^jointed a commissioner to lo- 
cate the United States post-office and custom 
house in Montpeliei". In 1S89 he was appoint- 



ed by tlie goNcrnor of A'ei'iiiont, Uijitc<l States 
senator to fill the \aca.ncy occasioned by tlie 
death of Senator .Morrill, and declined the ap- 
pointment on account of the pei'iiianent illness 
of his wife. 

Ml'. Fifield has Immmi for thirty years the con- 
S])icuous legal figure in the long litigation of 
the Central W'rmont Raili-oad Company and 
its system of roads. Out nf the i-eceivership 




BENJAMIN F. FIFIELD. 

of the \^ermont Centi-al, commencing in ]S72, 
the issuance of various classes of bonds, and 
the (loating of an enormous debt, many im- 
portant and [)UZ/ding legal i|uestions arose in 
respe(;t to the prioi'ity of liens, and the relation 
of the A^ermoiit and Canada road to the A^er- 
mont (Jentral. The whole resjionsiliility in 
continuous legal contests was [ilaced upon him 
as lea<ling counsel, which he most suecessfully 
conducted during Ibis long period. In the 
litigation, every manner of expedient known 
to chancery law was resorted to, i-ei|uiring a 
thorough kiiowle<lge of e(juity, constitutional 
law and chancery [iractice, in both the State 
and Fc(lcral courts. These \\'cre ably defended 
by Mr. Fifield and he was finally sustained by 
the courts on all of the sulistantial questions 
involved. He is to-dav one of the foremost 
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lawyers of New England, and as a I'ailroail 
and eoi'poration attorney lias few sniieriors 
anywhere. 

Mr. Fitield was niarrieil in LsG.") to Luey 
Huljljard, of Montpelier. anrl they have three 
daua;hters. 



OTIS N. KELTDN. probate judge of 
Franklin eounty, A't.. was l)Orn in tliat 
county on Ajjril 3. 1844. lie is des(.-ended 
from an oM New England faniily. his father, 
Otis L. Kelton, liaving Ijcen Ijorn in Massa- 
chusetts. His mother was Sarah L. (New- 
coml)) Kelton. 

<Jtis N. Kelton was educated in tlie pulilic 
scliools of his native town of Montgomery and 
in Brandon, A't. He studied hiw in the ofiiceof 
J. S. Tu[i[)er. at Montgomery, and was admitted 
to the l)ar in September, 1877. (Jpening an 
otiice there he has continued in jiractice to tlie 
present time, exci-pting as he has lieen called 
from it by jurlilic duty. 

Mr. Kelton is an earnest I'lCpublican and 
has given freely of his time and energy to liis 
party in connection with local politics. His 
fellow citizens liave honored him with se\'eral 
positions in puldic service. lie was town clerk 
of the town of Montgoinery froin 1x79 to 1899. 
a period of twenty years, and treasurer of the 
town from l.s67 to ls99. a period of about 
thirty years. In 1.S74 ln' was electeil to tlie 
State Legislature, serving in the lowei- branch 
in tliat and the following years. In Lssj! he 
was elected tij tla- .State Senate for two >"ears. 
He served in thesi- bodies on important com- 
mittees and liaincd a reputation as a safe, can- 
did, able and honest h.-gi-latnr. 

In ls9:^ Mr. Kelton was elected State's attor- 
nev foi' Ei-aukliii. and in the fall (A ls9s was 
elected to the ofHci' III":' now holds, of ja'oliate 
judge. In thesi- judicial [lOsitions .Judge K(/l- 
tfin ha- maintained hi- reputation tVjr integrity 
and fairness, v.dnle bi^ tlmrough know ledge of 
the law has enablnd hiin to jierfurii] hi- dutie.- 
in an i/tfiidi-nt manrn'r ti'oui tbi- pri"ife--ional 



point of view. \\\ his cajiacity as an active 
member of the liepublican party, he has been 
.sent as delegate to many conventions and 
meetings, where he has made his inlluence 
felt for the good of the organization through- 
out the State. 

In 1898 Judge Kelton admitti-d to iiartner- 
shi[i with him in law business M. V . Maurice, 
a rising voung attorney, who conducts the 




OTIS N. KELTO.N'. 

business of the firm in the Montgomery office 
during the aljseni;e of the senior memb'.'i- in St. 
Albans. 

On Septc-mber 11, 1.S71, -JudLie Kelton was 
married to Hattie B. C'lap[). They have four 
children — three daughters and one -on. Hc-r 
granilfather ser\'eil as captatn in the Kevolu- 
tionar}' war. and was the lir-t settler in the 
Xcwxw ijf Miintgiimia-\'. Frai'klin rounty, A't. 
In Oetobrr. Is9lr ,Fad,L;e Kidtun and family 
nioveil \(\ >\. .Ml.iaii-, \'t.. wdii'i'c thi.-y now 
reside. 



WILLIAM A. L(»l;l). Montpelier. Vt., 
wa- burn in that village August 28, 
1849, son of William 11. and liarriet A. (Aiken) 
Liiid. Lli- L^randfather, Nathan Lord, was 
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president of J*artuioutli ( 'oUene fur iicaily forty 
years. The family isaii old anillioiiured New 
England one. iNIr. L(ird received liis ediu-atiou 
in tlie })ulilic schools and at Dartmouth C'nl- 
lege, from which institutimi he was graduated 
with the class of l.S(i!t. He removed to (Cin- 
cinnati, (_)hio, where he hei;an the study nf 
law, hut returned to Montpelier and completed 
his leual education with Charles II. Heath. 




WJLLIAM A. LORD. 

He was admitted to the bar in iSTd, and im- 
mediately opened an ofUce in his native j)lace, 
where he has since continued tlie [H'acticc of 
his profession. 

Mr. Lord has l)een coiniected with the puli- 
lic ser\dce almost throuj^'hout his pi'ofessional 
career. He was I'cporte]' for the Senate from 
1S74 to lS76, and a^ain in Is.ss. He icpj-c- 
scnted Mont[)elier in the State Legislatui'e in 
1894 and lS9(i, and was speakei" of the House 
in the latter ycai-. He ser\'ed as city attorney 
for Montpelier one term, and was appointed 
national hank examiner Ity the secretary of the 
treasury in Mai'ch, 1S98, in which p(jsition he 
is giving excellent satisfaction. 

Mr. Lor<l was rnarricil to Mahel \j. Xe\\con]l>, 
of Montpelier. 



JOHN II. SEXi'ER, Montpelier, Vt., was 
^ horn in ('ahot, \'t., Novemlier 11, 184.S. 
lie was educated in the district schools and 
the High School in ('oncord, New Ilanipslni'e, 
titling himself for teaching. ICntering irpon 
this vocation, he taught in all forty-three terms 
with mailvcd success. His intei'cst in educa- 
tional affairs has ne\'er ceased and his etlbi'ts 
have resulted in great henefit to the school 
system of the Stat(.5. During the latter i)art of 
his career as an instructor, he licgan studying 
law, and linished ni the office of Clarence II. 
Pitkin, in Montpelier, where he was admitted 
to the harin 187(1. At a later date he was ad- 
mitted to |)ractice in the United States L)istrict 
Courts and the Cnited States Circuit Court of 
A[)peals. 

Mr. Senter is widely kn(n\'nnot only as an able 
and successful lawyer and teacher, but also as 
a broad-minded and acti\'e man of ail'airs, who 
has risen to prominence in public life wholly 
through his nati\'e altility and conscientious 
endeax'or. Heisasound Democrat in politics, 
but although he has always resided in a State 
that is strongly Re])ublican in every county, 
he has been honored with pulilic ortice wln-n 
his party ticket as a wdiole was far in the mi- 
nority. He served as superintendent of schools 
in the town of Warren, \'t., ten years and the 
city of ^lontpelier. He has held the office of 
justice of the peace, and other nmniciiial 
oflices, and served on the Boar<l of School 
(_'ommissioners three years. He was a I'nited 
States (Circuit ('_'ourt connnissioner for many 
\'ears, I'csigning wdien ap[iointed United States 
attornev. In l8t)S he w'as honored by election 
to the office of mayor of the city of M(jntpelier, 
and was I'c-electeil in isy;) against vigorous 
opposition. He has gi\'en the city an excel- 
lent administi'ation, and has been noted lor his 
watchful oN'crsight of every municipal problem 
that has arisen since he t<"»ok the mayor's 
chair. He was foi- many years secretary of the 
Union Mutual I'^ii'c Insurance (.'ompany, of 
Mont[(elier, and is now a directoi' (jf that com- 
jiany. 

Mr. Senter was appointc(l national haidv ex- 
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aminer under President Cleveland's first ad- 
ministration, and in Cleveland's last adminis- 
tration received appointment as United States 
district attorney for the District of A'ermont. 
In these offices he has brought to bear the 
same native qualities that have enabled him 
to acfiieve success in other fields. 

Mr. Senter's political life has been one of 
constant activity and aggressiveness. lie has 




JOHN H. SENTER. 

served as secretary and assistant secretary of 
the Democratic State Committee t\venty-se\'en 
years and at the jiresent time is chairman of 
the committee. He was chosen delegate at 
large to the National Convention at St. Louis 
in 1888. He is one of the jail counnissioners in 
charge of the erection of the new county jail 
for ^\'ashingtou county. f)uring his admin- 
istration as mayor in 1899 he was success- 
ful in liaving annexed to the city of Mont- 
pelier a tract of land comjirising l.-'Jdt) acres 
and 1,000 poi)ulation, constituting the im- 
portant suburb known as Berlin Side. His 
advocacy of the town school system for the 
State of \"ermont was influential in its favor 
during many years before it was finally estalj- 
lished by law in 1892. Mr. Senter has one of 
the largest and most complete private law 



libraries in New I]ngland, containing over 
10,000 volumes, and during the [.ast years of 
his greatest activity, has never cea.'^ed to be a 
.student, both in his jtrofession and of munici- 
pal problems, educational advancement and 
politics. 

Mr. Senter was married, November 1, 1875, 
to Addie G. Martin; they have five children 
— two sons and three daughtei's. 



GEORGE W. WING, attorney of Mont- 
peliej', \'erinont, was born in Plainfield, 
near Afontpelier, October 22, 1843, and was 
pre})ared for college at Barre Acailerny, A"er- 
mont, and the Montpelier Grammar School. 
In 1862 he entei'ed Dartmouth College and 
was graduated in the class of 1806. He then 
took up tlic study of \-a\\ in his father's office 
and ^\■as admitteil to practice in the county 
court in ]\Iarch, 1868, and subsequently to the 
Supreme Court and Circuit Court of the 
United States. He began the practice of law 
in 1873 and has attained high standing through- 
out the State as an attorney of ability and in- 
tegrity. 

Previous to Ins admission to the Ijar Mr. 
^^'ing had been clerk five years in the office of 
the state treasurer ami dejiuty secretary of 
state, filling these positions efficiently. He 
has held many offices in all of which lie has 
evinced natural and acquired qualifications of 
a liigh order. He repi-esented Montpelier in 
the State I^egislature in 1882: was postmaster 
at Montpelier from 1884 to 1888, receiving his 
a[)pointment from President Arthur. He was 
president of the village of Montpelier three 
years and was the first mayor of the citv in 
1895. In politics Mr. ^\'ing has always been 
an earnest and active Republican and liis voice 
is always heanl with interested attention in 
the councils of liis party. He is a prominent 
Mason, a member of the Blue Lodge. Chapter, 
and Cornrnandery, and is a 33d degree Scottish 
Rite Mason. He has held every oflice in 
]Masonrv. Ijotli in the York and the Scottish 
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Rite. He lia.s heen yrand eoiiniunuler uf the 
Grand Commandery, yrand liigli pi'iest of the 
Grand t'ha[)ter, grand master of the (.Ti'and 
Lodge, and grand patron of the Easteiai Star. 
He is also a nienil)er of the Slirine at Mont- 
pelier. He lias l)een trustee of ^'ernlont State 
Hospital six years, and ehairnian of thr hoard 




GEORGE W. WING. 

\\\o yeaj's. He is president of tin- Kellogg- 
Hulifiard Lihrary and trustee of the State Lihra- 
ry anil at present secretary of the ^'erinont 
Bar Association. 

Mr. Wing is descended from anccsti'v dis- 
tinguished in the liistory of the country. Ilis 
parents were .Joseph jVddison and Samantha 
Elizaheth (^\'ehster) A\'ing. The original ]ii'(j- 
genitor of the family came to Amo'ira hmg 
before the Revolution, and in tin- old graxe- 
yai'd at New l^cilfoi'd, Mjiss., lie many (jf ihe 
ancient family stock. Deceuiber 1, l!S(i!*, Mr. 
Wing mai'i'ied Sarah E. Forhush, who died in 
Mai-ch, 1 871 , lea\'ing one chihl, Sarah V . Wing. 
October 1, l.S.S:^, he married Wa J. -Jones, of 
Montpelier, A't. 



HIRAM Ar(il-S'r|-S Ht'SE was horn at 
Randolph, \'t., .lanuaiy 17, 1H4;]. In 
1.S45 his father's family mo\'ed to Wisconsin 
and he resided there until l.S(i,S. The father 
was Hiram Syh'cster Huse and his mother 
was I'anily Morgan (Blodgett) Huse. 

After taking a course in Willard Seminary, 
at W^itei'town, Wis,, the young man taught 
school scN'eral terms in that Stale. Jn l.SljO 
he retui'ned to Randolph to ht himself for col- 
lege hy a course in the Oi'ange (ii'annnar 
School. He entered Dartmouth College in 
ISIil, but at the end of a year he enlisted, on 
August 19, l,S6i^, in the l::!th \A'rmont Wjlun- 
teei's, ser\'ed as a private soldier thi'ough the 
term of service of his I'egiment, and was hon- 
orably dischai'ged at the close of the ( Jettyshurg 
campaign, .July 14, IS(;;>. He then returned 
to college and was graduatcil in the class of 
l.Sf).";. In the years lS(i() and 1^(57 he took a 




HIKAJl A. HUSE. 



course in the Alhany Law Schoiil and \\'as 
graduatcil thei-efrom in 1S(;7, in which year 
also he was admitted to the bai'. 

During the )'ears 1S71 and IS7"J .Mr. Huse 
was assistant princi[)al under I'rof Edwai'd 
('onant in the Stat<'. Normal School of Ran- 
dolph, Vt. In 1.S7--! \\y settled in Ab)nt[)elier 
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and Ije^an the practice of law. In 1883 he 
fonnerl a partnership with Clarence H. Pitkin, 
which continued seven years. In October, 
1<S90, the firm of Dillingham A liuse was 
formed which became Dillingham, Huse & 
Kowland in 1892. 

Mr. Huse was appointed .State lilirarian in 
187.J a]ul still retains this office; he was mem- 
ber of assembly in 1878, and from 1882 to 181S4 
was state's attorney for Washington county. 

Mr. Huse is a member of Aurora Lodge, 
F. & A. M.; of Brooks Post, G. A. R., of the 
Sons of the American Revolution, and of the 
Society of Colonial ^\'ars of the State of ^'er- 
mont. 

On .January ;;(!, 1S72, Mr. Huse married 
Harriet Olivia, daughter of Melzai' and Eunice 
Harriet (Smith) ^Vood]Jury. They liave two 
children: Harriet Emily (Mrs. ('arlos C. Ban- 
croft) and Rav ^\'oodburv Huse. 



TLMOTHY PARKER REDEIELD, of 
Mont[>clier, \'t., a son of Dr. Peleg Red- 
field and Hannah (Parker) Redfield, and de- 
scended from an old and honoraljle New Eng- 
land family, was l:)orn at Coventry. Orleans 
county, ^'t., Xovcmljer o, 1812. He was given 
excellent opportunity for tliat perioil to obtain 
a liberal education ami graduated from Dart- 
mouth College with high honors in 18.j6. 
Having a lirotber, Isaac Elctcher Redfield, 
who was already a successful lawyer and 
destined to win honors at tlie bar and on 
the bench, it was natural that he alsri should 
turn to that profession for Ins field of en- 
dea\-or. and be accordingly liegan study in 
his brother's office. He x^'as admitted to the 
Ijar in ls3.s and at once entered U[)0n tlie 
jiractice of his priifession. which he followed 
continuously and with marked success until 
IS7(», wdicn he was elected to the bench of the 
Supreme ('ourt of \'ermont. By repeated suc- 
cessive i-r-clcctions he contiiuied to bold this 
high i")tHcr until |SS4. \\-ben ill health com- 
pelli.'d bim td declini' a remiminatinn. His 
death took jilaci' nn March 27. 18s,S. 



In the profession of the law and its actual 
practice .Judge Redfield gained a high reputa- 
tion for his thorough knowledge of legal prin- 
ciples, bis indu.strious care in preparation of 
cases, and his readine.ss to meet emergencies 
and logical arguments for bis clients. He bad 
always Ijeena diligent student, pos.ses.sed strong 
common .sense and souml judgment, while his 
integritv and loyalty were never questioned. 




TIMOTHY P. KEIJI-IFJ.IJ. 



These \-aried and \-alualile (jualifii-ations em- 
inently fitted bim for liis distinguislied career 
on the bench of the Su[)reme Court. It was 
written of bim by one of his intimate friends, 
that ■■in the consideration i")f legal (juestions 
wliile on the liem-b h(_' displayed keen percep- 
tion, sound judgment and a fine judicial i)oise 
of mind. His npinionsare able and \\'\W prove 
a lasting monument to bis ability and learn- 
ing." It has b-rii stated that in cases tried 
Ijefore him and a jury, the latti'r frerjuently 
paid little atti/ntion to exddence. relying largely 
U[i0u the judgr's i'bargi_' for the grounds of 
their N'lU'dirt. 

.Judge Redfield was a Demoerat and, his 
election to the iilii(.'e which be bonni-ed in a 
State that is strongly Rejmblii/an indicates Ins 
jHipularity with tbr [lenple and the confidence' 
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reposed in him. Genial ami social among 
his associates, with a ready flow of conversation 
and the somewhat rare capacity' to enter into 
the feelings, hopes and amhitions of others, he 
had a large circle of faithful friends. 

Judge Redfield married in Fe])ruary, 1K40, 
Helen W. Grannis. .She is now a resident of 
Montjielier. Of their four children, only one 
survives — Mrs. J. F. Waterman. 



iSt. Albans and again took up his residence in 
East Berkshii'e, wliere he passed the remain- 
der of his life. 

Judge lioyt'e represented the town of .Shel- 
don in the Vei'mont Legislature in 1815,1816; 
he also was representative from St. Albans in 
1822, 1823, and 1824, and was delegate from 
tliat town to the Constitutional Convention of 
1822. During the vears 1816 and 1817, while 



STEPHEN PvOYCE. LL.D., one of the 
distinguished citizens and eminent law- 
yers of A'ermont, was born in Tinmouth, Rut- 
land county, A't., August 12, 1787. His grand- 
father, Major Stephen Royce, settled in 'J'in- 
mouthin 1774, where he soon became prominent 
among the leading men of that time. His 
son Stephen moved to Berkshire, in Franklin 
county, and during many ye<irs re]jresented 
that town in the A^ermont General Assembly. 
His wife was a daughter of Hon. Eljcnezer 
Marvin, who was a member of the first Coun- 
cil of Censors, which assembled in 17S5; he 
was also chief judge of the County Courts for 
the counties of Rutland, Chittenden and Frank- 
lin. 

Steplien Royce, son of tlie Ste})hen above 
mentioned, prepared for college at the Addison 
County Grammar School, then considered one 
of the best preparatory schools in the State. 
He entered Middlebury College in 180;] and 
graduated in 1807, in a class of only seven, 
but among whom were a numljer of men -wdio 
afterwards became eminent. Soon after leav- 
ing college he entered the law office of Eben- 
ezer Marvin, jr., his maternal uncle, and after 
pursuing the usual course of legal study was 
admitted to the bar of Franklin county. He 
first began practicing in East Berkshire, but a 
little later removed to Sheldon, where he was 
in successful business six years. Removing 
thence to St. Albans he was there in active 
practice until 1829, with the exception of the 
years 1826 and 1827, when he was one of the 
judges of the Supreme Court. In 1833 he left 




STKPHEN ROYCE. 

residing in Sheldon, he ser\'ed as state's attor- 
ney for the county of Franklin. In 1825 he 
was elected one of the associate judges of the 
Supreme Court of N'ermont, and was re-elected 
in 182(); again he was elected in 1827, Init 
declined to accept the office, for pursonal and 
domestic reasons. Resuming his practice in 
St. Albans he continued it only a short time 
•s\dien he was again called upon to enter pub- 
lic life. In l.S2y he was (dected one of the 
judges of the Su})reme (Jourt and by repeated 
re-elections annually, most of which wei'c unan- 
imous, he was C(jntinued on the bench until 
1852, giving him twenty-five years on the su- 
preme liench of the State, a longer term than 
has been held jjy any otlier su))reme judge in 
Vermont, except the Flon. Jonathan Ross, now 
senator. On the retii'cment of Judge Will- 
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iams from the Ijeiich in 1846, Judge Royee was 
unanimously elected chief justice, and was five 
times annually re-elected : in 1.S52 he declined 
a re-election, with the intention of passing the 
remainder of his days in retirement on his farm 
in East Berkshire. But in the same year 
(1852) he was ayipointed hy the governor, 
chairmanof the Board of Commissioners author- 
ized by resolution of the Legislature to report 
sucli provisions and amemlments in regard to 
pleadings and practice in the A^ermont courts 
as in their judgment would Ije Ijcneticial. 

Soon after the passage of the famous Kansas- 
Nebraska Ijill in Congress the Whigs of \'er- 
mont met in convention at Rutland to nomi- 
nate State officers, and at tlie same time to 
declare their [jolitical sentiments regarding 
that act. -Judge Royce iiad always been a 
consistent AVhig and receivei] tlie nomination 
for governor of the State. wJiile Cscar L. Shat- 
ter was [)laceil on the ticket for lieutenant- 
governor. The latter declined tlie nomination, 
as he was aljout to remove from the State, and 
Ryland Fletciier was put in tlie place; fjotli 
of these men liad hieen recently acting in syrii- 
pathy with the Abolitionists. IJiis fact and 
the tenor of the [Jatforrn were conducive to 
the consolidation anil firm union of the ^\'hig 
and the anti-slavery, or Abolition elements: 
the convention has lieen properly called the 
first Re[>ufilican convention in A'ermont. a~ it 
was the inception of tlie ReiiufJican pait>' in 
that State, and Stephen Royce was. therefore. 
the first Rei)ulilican governor elected in the 
United .'-^tates. IJie ."^tate Committee appointed 
liV tliis convention calleil the next anruial con- 
vention as a Republican convention. 

At tliC arnuial election in that year Judge 
Royce was elected governor by about ll.idMi 
majority, and \\as re-elected in 18-35 by an 
equally rlecisive majoiity. 

Judge Royce possessed fine litt-rary taste> 
and was a clear and forcible writer. He made 
extensive research into local history and late 
in his life wrote a history of the town of Berk- 
shire. Ihe Univer-ity of \'ermont conferi'ed 
u}ion him irj 18.j7 the honorary degree of 



Doctor of Laws. Judge Royce died on the llth 
of November, 1868. The following extract is 
taken from a memoir written by one of his 
contemporaries on the supreme bench after his 
death, and shows his brother's estimate of his 
qualifications as a judge : 

"Though shrinking modesty was one of the 
most noticeable of his jiersonal qualities, early 
in professional life he came to be regarded as 
oneof the most highly endowed and thorouglily 
accomplished jurists of his day, and his .ser- 
vices were enlisted in association, or conflict, 
with the most mature and eminent lawyers of 
tlie State — as Aldis, and Swift, and Marsh, 
and Edmunds, and Rrentiss, and Everett, and 
Bradley, and others of like grade in age and 
rank. In the twenty-five years of his service 
as judge, he impressed himself upon tlie jiro- 
fessional and pufilic judgment of the State as 
one of the ablest and most accomplished jurists 
that ha\'e given strength and good name to 
tlie juiliciarv of A'ermont. Tliough liis mild- 
ness of temper, and kindness of feeling, and 
delicate modesty, precluded the exercise of that 
effective energy and decisiveness which char- 
acterized some of his eminent contemporaries 
and successors, still, he held 'the wav'ring 
lialance ' of justice with a strong and even hand, 
aiel permitted only 'the law and the testimony' 
to l>ear upon his judicial administration. It 
is true that he was affected with a delicate sen- 
sitiveness as to tlie feelings of others, that 
rendered it painful to liini to jironounce, in 
formal opinion ami judgment, upon questions 
involving imiiortaiit pecuniary or personal in- 
terests: yet such opinion and juilginent were 
formeil. anil heM. and pronounced bv him. 
«'itliout any mixture of misgiving, or tinge of 
Ijias. arising from considerations aside from 
•the law and the testimony.' 

"The quality and extent of his learning in 
the law. and the exquisite refinement of his 
mind and taste as a jurist, are most strikingly 
e\"inced in enduring example and illustration, 
in the opinii:iiis dra\^n up by liim. and con- 
tained in the \'ermont Reports from A'ol. 1 to 
A'ol. 24. <Jn the whole, thev are entitled to 
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be, as they are, in fact, regarded, as the most 
perfect specimens of judicial literature con- 
tained in our Reports: in one respect surpass- 
ing even the renowned opinions of Judge 
Prentiss, viz. : in the quality of a comprehen- 
siveness that never transcended the scope of 
the case in hand, to i)artake of the character 
of essays upon the subject, as well as of an opin- 
ion of the Court in the case." 



Lovejoy, Galuslia Grow, Josluia IL (liddings, 
and otiiers, and took an active part in the ex- 
citing legislative proceedings that immeiliately 
preceded the jjeginning of the Civil War. 

During the eight years succeeding his con- 
gressional service he retired to the old home- 
stead, giving his time and attention to the 
care of the invoh'ed aifairs of Ids venerable 
uncle. Cojning now into possession of the es- 



HOMER E. ROYCE, LL.D., many years 
a resident of St. Albans, "\"ermout, and 
chief justice of the Supreme Court of that State, 
was born in Berkshire, A't., on .June 14, f <S19. 
From tlie age of eight years he was reared Ity 
his uncle, Stephen Royce, a sketch of whose 
life precedes this. In early life his nn-ans ^\ere 
scanty and his school days were not without 
arduous toil about his uuele's home. After 
attendance at the common schools he ^'ent one 
term to the St. Albans Academy, and one or 
two terjns at Enosf>urgli. His ambition \\as 
sufficient to carry him through his studies 
without weakening his early determination to 
l)ecome a lawyer, for which purpose he entered 
the law office of Thomas Childs at ISerkshire 
and was admitted to the bar about 1.S44. He 
formed a fortunate partnership with his [)re- 
ceptor, but Mr. Childs soon removed to New 
York, leaving all of his practice to the young 
man. 

Mr. Royce rose rapidly and was soon prom- 
inent in public affairs. In 1846-7 he repre- 
•sented the town of Berkshire in the Vermont 
Legislature, was state's attorney in the same 
period and during the three years (1849— jl) 
was a prominent member of the State Senate. 
He enjoyed the activities and honors of politi- 
cal life and in 1854 .stumped the State in tlie in- 
terest of Congressman Al yah Sabin. In 18o(j 
Judge Royce was elected to succeed Mr. Salnn 
and served ^vith distinction two terms, during 
jjoth on the committee on foreign affairs, of which 
Tom Corwin was chairman. He became in- 
timate with such a)iti-slavery leaders as Cwen 
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tate, \-\diicli has ah\ays remaineil in tlie family, 
he was elected to the State Senate in 18(J8, and 
upon liis removal to St. Albans in 1870, was 
in the same year elected judge of the Su- 
preme Court to succeed Hon. \Y. C. ^^'ilson. 
From that time forward be was re-elected con- 
tinuously until he succeeded to tlie chief 
justiceship in 188:>, tliirty years after his dis- 
tinguishccl uncle liad reliiKpdsIicd the same 
positi(.)n, which position lie continued to liold, 
l)y successive re-elections, uidil his voluntary 
retirement in 1890. In 18,S2 the University 
of AT'rmont conferred upon liim the degree of 
Doctoi' of Laws. 

Judge Royce ah^'ays enjoyed a lai'ge measure 
of i)0})ularity among the meinbei's of the W'v- 
mont bar, by wliom bis legal attainments have 
].)een held in the highest esteem. His rare 
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intuition and accurate judgment of human 
motive and action under given circumstances, 
and his ability to separate the wheat from the 
chaff in a legal contest, combined to make him 
the ideal jurist. As chancellor he had the 
settling of varied and delicate suits arising out 
of the conflict over the A'ermont and Canada 
and A'ermont Railroads, a litigation involving 
much labor. In those cases his decisions in 
all of their important aspects were endor.sed by 
the full bench. 

Judge Royce married in 1851 the daughter 
of Charles Edmunds, and to them three chil- 
dren were born. Judge Royce died at his 
home in St. Allmns, April 24, 1891. 



H 



OMER CHARLES ROYCE, one of the 
rising young attorneys of the State of 
Vermont, a resident of St. Albans, was born in 
East ]>erkshire, February 16, 1864. He was 
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educated in the schools of St. Albans, to which 
place his parents removed when he \\as six 
years old. He entered the University of \^er- 
mout, from which lie was graduated in 1884 
with the degree of A. B. His college course 



was followed by a course in the Columbia Col- 
lege Law School, before and after which he 
studied in the law office of Noble & Smith, in 
St. Albans, and was admitted to the bar in Octo- 
ber, 1887. Opening an office in the city of 
Vergennes, Vt., he remained there for a period, 
and then practiced two years in Middlebury, 
Vt. He settled in St. Albans soon after the 
death of his father, in 1891. In January, 1892, 
the firm of liogan & Royce was formed and 
still continues. 

Mr. Royce is a Republican and, though young 
in years, stands high among the rising men of 
the party. He served as president of the vil- 
lage of St. Allxins iu 1895 and 1896, and has 
also Ijeen an efficient member of the School 
Committee. As a lawyer Mr. Royce has at- 
tained a flattering degree of success and has a 
bright future before him. He comes from a 
distinguished family in the legal profession, 
his father, the late Judge Homer E. Royce, 
having been one of the brightest lights of the 
Vermont bench and bar. A great-uncle of 
his, also, Hon. Stephen Royce, was a noted 
judge in the highest court of the State and 
governor of the State. 

Mr. Royce was married in 1888 to Christiana 
M. Burgess, daughter of Bisho[) Alexander 
Burgess, of the diocese of Quincy, Illinois. 
They have two children — a son and a daugh- 
ter. 



HENRY ADAMS BURT, eighth child of 
Augustus and Mary (Lafferty) Burt, 
was ))orn in Sheldon, Franklin county, A'^er- 
mout, Feljruary 10, 1828. He is a direct de- 
scendant (seventh generation) of Llenry Burt, 
who canre from England to America in 1635 
and settled iu Springfield, Mass., in 1640. He 
was a prominent man in his time, and among 
his descendants are numl^ered one president of 
the United States, senators and members of 
congress, soldiers of fame, judges and leaders 
in the professions and lousiness world for nine 
generations. 
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HeiiiT A. Burt was ediu'uted in tlie public 
schools, at Bakersfield Acadcuiy, the Franklin 
County Grammar School, St. All)ans, A't., and 
graduated from the University of Vermont in 
1849 with hii;h honors, l)eing a classmate of 
such men as Prof. M. K. Petty and William 
G. Shaw, of Burlington ; Ex-(iO\-ernor Karn- 
ham, of Bradford ; Elnathan E. lligby, su])er- 
intendent of public instruction of the State of 
Pennsyh'ania ; -I. Q. A. Fellows, of New Gr- 
leans : William W. Robertson, an eminent 
attorney in Montreal, Canada, and Kcv. Ivlwin 
Wheelock, of Caml)riilge, \{. After his grad- 
uation he was principal of tiie Franklin County 
Grammar School at St. Albans for two terms, 
and then resigned on account of ill health. 
His father was a })rominent member of the 
Franklin county Ijar, and his brother, .James 
S., although a young man, had won his way 
to the front Ijy legal acumen, and was recog- 
nized as one of the briglitest young lawyers in 
the State. The subject of this sketch read law 
in the othce of liis father ami Ijrotiier, and was 
admitted to the Ijar in Franklin county in 
December, 18oii. 

With a well disci[ilined mind, studious of 
lialiit, untiring in liis work, he early took Jiigb 
rank in his chosen ])rofession, and to-day 
stands among tlie first lawyers in the (Jreen 
Mountain State. 

He was stat(.''s attorney of Franklin county 
in 1860-1-2: was the legal adviser of the re- 
ceivers of the A'ei'iiiont Division of tlie Poi't- 
land anil (Jgden.sljui'g Kailroad ; attorney for 
the National Union Baid<: of Swanton, and has 
been identified witli tlie more imjiortaid lit- 
igation of Ins county foj' many yeai's, still 
holding a large and lucrative pi'actice in tlie 
State and Federal Courts. He has always 
been a staunch Re[)ublican,and has rep)'es(.'iited 
Swanton in the General Asscndjly, having 
Ijeen elected to\\ii representative three difierent 
times; and he was twice elected to the State 
Senate from Franklin county, and was recog- 
nized as an able and conservative legislator. 
In 1897 he was appointed commercial agent 
of the United States at Stanbridge,Queliec,and 



held that position until he resigned in 1898. 
He has held various offices in the town of 
Swanton, and has always Ijeen identified with 
its business and commercial interests, its edu- 
cational, moral and religious welfare, and lias 
long held the office of senior warden of Floly 
Trinity church. 

\n Decembei-, 1852, he marrieil Glive Lyinan, 
daughter of Daniel and Harriet (Hawley) Ly- 
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man, of .lericbo, \'t., and first settled in Fair- 
held, Xi., where he resided until l8.")G; since 
tliat time they have resided in Swanton, \i. 
Airs. Iku't, though domestic in her tastes, was 
a woman of rare attainments, a devoted wife, 
a lo\'ing mother and valued frienil. She died 
May iS, 1S98, leaving two tdiildren grown to 
mature age: lleni'v Augustus, a lawyer l)y 
profession, associat(!<l with liis father, and JCllen 
('ornclia, wife of Uev. Ivlward S. Stone. An- 
othei- daugbtei', Mary Harriet, died December 
27, 1880. 



RUFUSE\^Ei;,SON BliOWN, Burlington, 
Yt., «'as ]:)orn at r)ickinsoii, Franklin 
county, N.Y., December."], 18.54. He received 
an academical education in the Lawrenceville 
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Academy in St. Lawrence county, N. Y., and 
the Amsterdam Academy, Amsterdam, N. Y., 
graduating from the hitter institution in the 
class of 1876. He was tlioroughly fitted for a 
teacher, a vocation for wliich he possessed rare 
natural attributes, and he engaged in that oc- 
cupation for several years, but finally deter- 
mined to take up the profession of law. He 
studied in the office of Wales & Taft, in Bur- 



performed \\\i\\ such acceptance that he was 
re-elected in 1896, and again in 1898. In his 
legal methods Mr. Brown is a safe and able 
counselor, gives careful attention to the prep- 
aration of his cases, and makes an agreeable 
and effective appearance before court and jury. 
Mr. Brown was married September 2, 1877, 
to Delia F. Wood ; they have one son, Ralph 
E. Brown. 




RUFUS E. BROWN. 



lington, A't., and was admitted to the bar in 
1880. He did not, however, engage in jiractice 
until 1891, unforeseen circumstances leading 
him to devote his attention to agricultural in- 
terests during the inter\'al. 

In 1891 Mr. Brown opened an office in 
Burlington, and during the nine years of his 
active jjractice has rapidly advanced towards 
the front rank of Chittenden county lawyers. 
He is not only a good lawyer, Ijut has found 
such popularity with the pulilic and in the 
political field, that he has held office almost 
continuously since 1892. He is a Republican, 
but not of active partisanship, though he spoke 
in public throughout Chittenilen county in 
the interest of the jiarty. In 1892 he was 
made a grand juror and in 1S94 was elected 
State's attornev. The duties of this office he 



WILLIAM HENRY BLISS, Middle- 
bury, \\.., was born October 5, 1847, 
at Royalton, A"t. liis father was Charles 
William Bliss, who passed most of his life as 
a farmer, but was a teacher in the South for 
some time. He was a man of good character 
and aljilitiesand served in several town offices. 
He was Ijorn on the family homestead and 
there died .Jaiuiary 1, 1898. He was father of 
three children: the eldest son died in 1888, 
and auotlier son, Daniel ^\^, is living on the 
old home farm. The grandfather of the suIj- 
ject of this sketch was .Jolni Bliss, a native of 
Reholioth, Ala.ss., but early in his life settled 
in Royalton, and married a daughter of .John 
Hutchinson, who was taken prisoner in Oc- 
toljer in 1780, at the burning of Royalton, and 
held aljout a year. 

Mr. William Henry Bliss received his pre- 
paratory education in the Royalton Academy, 
entered A^ermont Uni\'ersity and graduated 
therefrom in 1871. He studied law witli 
Thomas V_. Greene, a leading attorney of Prov- 
idence, R. I., and was admitted to the Ijar of 
tliat State in October, 1873. He remained in 
practice in Providence three years, in associa- 
tion with Air. Greene. He then removed to 
Rochester, Vt., and practiced until February, 
1886, wlien lie settled in Middlebury. Llere 
he was in practice by himself to February, 
1894, when he moved to Burlington for three 
years, most of tins time in jiartnership with 
Hon. E. R, Hard, returning to Middlebury in 
•lune, 1897. 

Mr. Bliss was always a Repulilican, with 
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somewhat independent vie\\'s till 1S!:)(), when 
he took the independent side on linaneial issues 
and supported Bryan Ijy his vote and on the 
l>latform. He has sinee voted with the Re- 
puldieau party. He was state's attoi-ney of 
Addison eountv in 1S90, and was admitted to 




WILLIAM H. IJLISS. 

practice in the Unite<l .States Supreme Court 
in Octolier, 189-"). He stands high among tlie 
most accomplished lawyers in the State. He 
has Vieen law agent of Middlehury during most 
of tlie period of iiis residence in the village. By 
his genial disposition, his faithfulness to his 
obligations, liis readiness to aid in eveiw good 
work, and his nohility of character, Mr. Bliss 
has won the confidence and esteem of a lai'ge 
circle of friends. In Septend)er, 1899, he was 
appointed judge of the Court of I'robate and 
Insolvency for the District of A<ldison, with 
his office in the court liouse at ?^liddlcliury. 

Mr. Bliss was married Septemljer 9, 1X74, 
to Maria .J. Mitchell, daughter of Peter T. \\ . 
and Maria (Swan) Mitchell, of Providence. 
Thev have no cliildren. 



TOllX I). SPELLMAX, Putland, Vt., attor- 
k3 ney an<l politician, \\as horn in Rutland, 
November 4, 185(5. Plis education in the 
schools \\as limited on account of circum- 
stances, but by jiei'sistent eft'ort he succeeded in 
gaining an excellent education, and may be 
called a self-made man in every sen.se of the 
word. He taught school before he was eiglit- 
een years of age, and subse(|uently studied law 
in liis nati\e })lace with Hon. Charles H. .loyce, 
memlier of congress. First L)istrict of \"ermont, 
and later \\'itli Redington tt Butler. He was 
subse(juently admitted to })i'acticc in the I'nited 
States Supl'eme Coiu't. 

(Jpeninga law ollice in Rutland, he has ever 
since conducted a successful Inisiness, except- 
ing one year, when he held a position in the 
New York (Justom House under President 
Cleveland durincr his hrst administration. 




JOHN D. SPELLMA.N. 

Mr. Spellmaii is a man noted for his jiati'lot- 
ism, a man with unlimited confidence in him- 
self and one who (dings to a jiurjiose with a 
grit that is admind>lc. By his judicious po- 
litical work and ett'ecti veness as a public speaker 
he has received extended recognition among 
puljlic men. He has lieen a ])em(ierat, Re- 
pul:)lican, and an indejiendent, always making 
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the point as he broke away from party and 
party leaders that " wise men sometimes change 
their minds but fools never do." 

He was village attorney and grand juror for 
the village of Rutland for several terms before it 
was incorporated as a city ; was the first pros- 
ecuting officer of the new city, and subsequently 
held commissions as special criminal prosecu- 
tor, having received the same from Governors 
Dillingham and Fuller. In every branch of 
his legal work he met all the requirements of 
the astute lawyer and was a recognized courag- 
eous prosecutor. In the local political field 
Mr. Spellman has attained prominence through 
his independence and his })ersonal theories as 
to the management of municipal affairs. These 
theories he is able to present before the people 
with effective eloquence and convincing logic. 

He was a delegate in the National Demo- 
cratic Convention at Chicago in 1884. He has 
helped make and unmake many public men. 
He ran five times successively for mayor of the 
city of Rutland, being defeated in the first four 
battles by small margins each time, Ijut the 
6th day of March, 1900, he won the mayoralty 
fight on the Citizens' ticket over Walter A. 
Clark, Republican, and Richard Ryan, Demo- 
crat, and is now mayor of the city of Rutland. 
His fight covered a period of five years and is 
one of the most remarkable municii)al fights 
in the history of New England. He was the 
recipient of several hundred letters of congrat- 
ulation from leading citizens throughout the 
nation. 

Mr. Spellman was married in October, 1884, 
to Elizabeth M. Gilrain, and they have two 
children — T. .Joyce Spellman, born May 20, 
1889, and .J. Dyer Spellman, born October 
8, 1891. 



EDWARD DANA, Rutland, A^t. — The 
name of Dana is a common one tlirough- 
out New England and meinl)ers of the family 
have in many instances become famous in the 
various walks of life. The suliject of this no- 



tice is a son of Judah and Marshia (Holmes) 
Dana, and on the paternal side is a descendant 
of the patriot, Israel Putnam, whose daughter, 
Hannah Putnam, married a Dana who was a 
direct ancestor of Edward Dana. Edward 
Dana was born in Woodstock, A"t., May 6, 1852, 
and received his collegiate education at Middle- 
bury College, from which he was graduated 
with honor. Adopting the law as a profession. 




EDWARD DANA. 

he began study in the office of Dunton & 
A'^eazey, in Rutland, and was admitted to the 
Ijar in 187.'3. He l:)egan practice at once and 
soon progressed toward the front raid< of the 
local bar. Unremitting and unfaltering in his 
labor for the welfare of his clients, possessing 
a large store of legal knowledge, to which his 
studious habits rapidly added, and with a good 
coinmand of logic, Mr. Dana's subsequent suc- 
cess has made him one of the ablest and safest 
counselors in the State. His practice has been 
extensive and varied in character, and marked 
with a degree of success that usually follows 
earnest effort and good ability. 

Mr. Dana is an active and earnest Republi- 
can and takes a lively interest in the success 
of his party, which has in various ways hon- 
ored him. He held the office of State's attor- 
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iiey two years, 1888 to 1890, and served in the 
legislature as house reporter, or assistant clerk, 
in 1878, 1882, 1884, and 1886. His practice 
now extends to the charge of the legal affairs 
of various corporations and firms. He has 
been a trustee of the Rutland Savings bank 
since 1893. 

In 1881 Mr. Dana married Harriette M. 
Dunton, and they have two daughters. 



JACOB COLLAMER, Woodstock, Vt., as- 
O sistant judge of the Supreme Court, cir- 
cuit judge, member of congress, postmaster- 
general and United States senator, was born in 
Troy, N. Y., January 8, 1791, one of a family 
of three sons and five daughters. His father 
was of colonial English origin, his ancestors 
being among the earliest settlers of Massachu- 
setts. His mother was of colonial Dutch de- 
scent. His father was a house carpenter. He 
moved from Troy to Burlington, ^^t., when 
•Jacob was about four years old, and there he 
spent the residue of his life. As .Jacob ad- 
vanced in Jjoyhood his instinctive impulses, 
encouraged by the faculty of \'ermont Univer- 
sity, caused him to aspire to a jilace in those 
halls of learning, and he prepared for entrance 
under tlie instruction of some members of the 
faculty, at so early an age as to be admitted in 
1806, at the age of aJjout fifteen and a half 
years. He was the youngest meml)er of his 
class save one, Hon. Norman Williams, who 
was about nine montlis the younger. The 
class, consisting of seventeen, was graduated 
in 1810. 

Upon Ids graduation he Jjegan tlie study of 
law and pursued it in St. Albans, under Mr. 
Langworthy and Hon. Benjamin Swift, sub- 
sequently a senatoi- from Verrjiont in Congress, 
and was admitted to the bar in 181o. In 1812 
he was drafted into the detailed militia sei'vice, 
and served during tlie period of the draft as 
lieutenant of artillery in the frontier cam- 
paign. 

On being admitted to the bar he visited 
Barre, in the hope of arranging a business 



connection witli Dennison Smith, then already 
estal)lished there as a young lawyer in success- 
ful practice. While there an incident occurred 
which he used to relate witli a mirthful relish. 
Mr. Sinitb was to attend a trial in justice's 
court in a neighboring town; young Collamer 
accompanied him, to avail himself of the op- 
portunity to make his first argument in the 
trial of a cause. It was in the winter season. 
He wore a long surtout. In riding to the 
court they got upset, and Collamer's trousers 
suttered such an unseemly rent that lie was 
compelled to wear tlie surtout throughout the 
trial. In due time they left, and on getting 
to his quarters he betook himself to his bed, 
while his friend Smith got the unfortunate 
breach repaired. With such a debut he en- 
tered upon the career that bore him to the 
summit of professional and public honors. 

Not making the proposed arrangement, he 
went to Randolph Center and opened an office, 
doing such professional work as he could get 
to do, and helping his income by collecting 
what was known as the United States " war 
tax." In 1814 he was aide to General French 
and went forward with him and the forces 
under liis command to join the army at I^Iatts- 
burg, arriving, however, in the evening just 
after the liattle was over. 

Inducements presented themselves which 
led Mr. Collamer to remove to Royalton, A^t., 
in 1816, and there he remained till April, 
1836, when he removed to Woodstock to reside 
during the remainder of his life. 

Ill the early years of his professional life he 
held the office of register of probate. He four 
times represented Royalton in the Legislature 
ill the years 1.S21 -22, and 1827-28. He was 
state's attorney for the county of Windsor for 
the years 1822-24. At the commencement 
anniversary of his alma mater in 1(S28 lie de- 
livered tlie oration before the Phi Sigma Nu 
Society, wliich was iirintcd liy order of that 
fraternity. He was a member of the Consti- 
tutional Convention of .January, 1836, which 
amended the constitution by creating the Sen- 
ate as a liranch of the Legislature. That 
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amendment has been ever largely attributed 
to the ability and zeal with which he urged 
it. 

In 1833 he was elected one of the assistant 
judges of the Supreme Court. The bench was 
then tilled by Williams, Chief .Judge Royee, 
Phelps, Collamer an<l INhittocks. .Judge Col- 
lamer remained at tlie bench till 1S42, when 
he declined a re-election. On leaving the 
Ijench he opened an office and resumed the 
practice of the law in M'oodstock, and did not 
entirely abandon it except while he was post- 
master-general and circuit judge of A'ermont. 




JACOB COLLAMER. 

though after 184.S he did not hold liimself out 
for general lousiness nor kee^i an open office. 

In November. 1843. he was elected a repre- 
sentative in Congress. After three elections 
the judge declined a fourth, closing his mem- 
bership of the lower house of Congress with 
the 3d day of ^larch, 1849. He was then se- 
lected for jiostmaster-geueral in Presiilent Tay- 
lor's cabinet, and held the office until the 
death of the president in July. 1850. In 1849 
he was the first of her graduates to f)e honoreil 
liv his alma mater with tlie degree of Doctor 
of Laws. In ls.3.5 he received the like honor 
from Dartmouth. On the breaking up of the 



Taylor cabinet -ludge Collamer returned home 
with his family, and by the Legislature that 
fall he was elected circuit judge, which ofhce 
he held until he was elected senator in Con- 
gress in October, 1854, to which office he was 
again elected in October. 1860. He was wear- 
ing his senatorial rolies Muth ever increasing 
dignity and grace, till, on the evening of the 
9th of November, 1865, he 

" Wrapped the drapery of his couch about him, 
And la)- down to pleasant dreams " 

He died at his home in Woodstock. 

But few citizens of A'ermont have been 
called to so many positions of trust and honor 
as was .Jacob Collamer, and few, indeed, have 
performed such duties with stricter fidelity, 
with more marked ability, or reflected greater 
honor upon the State than he did. Some of 
her public men may have shone with a greater 
brilliancy, but none with a steadier or more 
enduring light. As lawyer and judge in \c\- 
mout, as representative of the State in both 
houses of the national legislative body, he 
easily ranked among the foremost men of his 
time. In pursuance of an act of the Legisla- 
ture of \"ermont in 1872. a .statue of Judge 
Collamei', executed Ijy Preston Powers, son of 
Hiram Powers (a native of Windsor county, 
Vt.), was placed in the National Statuary Hall 
at Washington. D. C. : the only other citizen 
of A'ermont having received a like honor from 
the State being (-ieneral Ethan Allen. 

On July 15. 1817. Judge Collamer was mar- 
ried at St. All;)ans to Miss Mary Stone, who 
died in Wood.stock [May 10. 1870. Their 
children were as follows: Mrs. Harriet A. 
Johnson, Mrs. Mary C. Hunt ami Elizabeth 
(twins). William. Edward. Mrs. Ellen C. Rice, 
and Frances. 



RUSSELL S. TAFT. chief justice of the 
Supreme Court of the State of A'er- 
mont. was born at Williston, A'ermont, Janu- 
ary 28, 1835. He acquired his education in 
tiie local schools and Viy private study, and 
after a thorough legal preparation was ad- 
mitted to the bar of Chittenden countv in 
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November, 1856, three years after lie had re- 
moved to Burlington to reside. In May, 1881, 
Judge Taft returned to Williston to live, but 
remained there only a short time, and for 
many years past has been a citizen of Burling- 
ton. 

Very early in his professional career he ac- 
quired a reputation as a well read, conscien- 
tious and hard-working lawyer; he made 
friends rapidly, and very naturally early in 
his legal career Ijecame a candidate for the 
suffrages of the people. From 1861 to 1864 he 
was a member of the board of selectmen of the 
town of Burlington, and from 1865 to 18()9 
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served as an alderman of the city of 
Burlington. Pie was State's attorney 
for Chittenden county from 1862 tol<S65; a 
senator from tliat county in 1865 and 1866; 
city attorney for the city of Burlington in 1871 
and 1872; from 1872 to 1874 .Judge Taft was 
lieutenant governor of the State of Vermont, 
and registrar of probate in the flistrict of 
Chittenden from 1863 to 1880. In the latter 
year he represented the city of Burlington in 
the legislature ; also in 1880 he was elected 
sixth assistant judge of the Supreme Court of 
Vermont, since which time he has been bi- 



ennially placed on the bench by his constitu- 
ents, part of tlie time being first assistant judge 
and for several years chief justice. A member 
of the bar writes : "As a judge he has brought 
to the bench, as he did to the bar, gi'eat purity 
and uprightness of character, learning, love of 
profession, industry, high integrity of mind 
and heart, and habit of patient and impartial 
investigation, which has made him distin- 
guished as a lawyer and most acceptable as a 
judge." i\nother states: "His dominant 
characteristics ai'e wise discrimination, broad 
reasoning, uncjuestioned honestj' and lirm de- 
termination." During his term as justice of 
tlie Supreme ( 'ourt, he has handed down many 
valuable decisions and in his various positions 
of public trust his loyalty to the intei'ests of 
his constituents has been proverbial. 



H A.MILTON SULLIVAN PECK, was 
Ijorn in Royalston, Massachusetts, Oc- 
tobei' 22, 1845, son of Sullivan and Czarina 
(Da\'is) Beck. lie is of Englisli descent on the 
father's side, and of Scotch descent on the 
mother's. The branch of the extensive Peck 
family to which he lielongs dates jjack through 
(jver twenty generations to John Peck of Bel- 
ton, Yorkshiie, England, and the motto on the 
family coat of arms " Probitatem quam divitias" 
— probit}' rather than riches — has cljaracter- 
ized many of the descendants. The first Amer- 
ican ancestor was Joseph Peck, wlio, fleeing 
from Hingham, England, to avoid religious 
persecution, came to Plymouth colony in 1638, 
and settled in Rehol)oth, Massachusetts. The 
early education of Hamilton S. Peek was ex- 
tremely limited. He attended one term at 
Athol, Massachusetts, High school, and tln-ee 
terms at the High school in Burlington, A-^er- 
mont. He entered the University of A'ermont 
in 1866 with creditable rank as a scholar. 
After his graduation he taught school for three 
years, })ursuiug at the same time the study of 
the law. He was admitted to the Ijar of Chit- 
tenden county, April, l87.'>, and commence<l 
practice in Burlington, where he has since re- 



28 



THE JUDICIARY AND THE BAR OF NEW ENGLAND. 



sided. In 1878 he was elected State's attorney 
for Chittenden county and held the office for 
two years. In 1883-85 he was a leading 
member of the board of aldermen of Burling- 
ton. He held the office of city judge for six 
years, 1888-94. In 1896 he was elected mayor 
of Burlington. He filled the office with marked 
ability and credit, and received a re-election 
in 1897 without opposition. He has jjeen an 
active earnest and working republican. He 
became a member of the republican State com- 
mittee in 1892, and was its efficient secretary 
for four years, 1892-96. He was president of 
the republican league of Vermont, 1896-98. 




HAMILTON S. PECK. 

Air. Peck is a prominent member of the Ma- 
sonic and other secret orders, and is now com- 
mander in cliief of the Vermont consistorv. 
At the session of the A^ermont legislature for 
1900, he was elected Judge Advocate General. 
On January 28, 1875, he was married to 
Mi.ss Selina A. Aiken, daughter of Hon. D. W. 
Aiken of Hard wick, A^ermont. They liave 
one child: Roy Hamilton Peck. 

HENRY BALLARD, Burlington.— One 
of our great writers has said that liiog- 
raphy is the only true history ; hence the 



records of the lives of those who have honored 
and dignified their avocations are worthy of 
permanent preservation. Of all the varied 
walks of life the legal profession exacts from 
its followers the highest standard of excellence 
and in order that a man may achieve great- 
ness it requires of him not only learning, but 
native ability, force of character, energy and 
integrity. 

In this honorajjle profession Henry Ballard 
has attained high distinction and is to-day the 
acknowledged leader among the criminal law- 
yers of the State of A^ermont. As a trial law- 
yer and advocate, in civil as well as criminal 
cases, he has few peers, while he is at the same 
time recognized as one of the ablest and safest 
counselors in New England. 

Henry Ballard was born at Tiumouth, Rut- 
land county, A^ermont, April 20,1839, and re- 
ceived his literary education in Castleton Sem- 
inary and the Laiiversity of A^ermont. He 
entered the latter institution in Sep)tember, 
1857, and was graduated in August, 1861, 
after a particularly brilliant course, receiving 
tlie degree of A. M. three years later. In 1864 
he was selected to deliver the blaster's oration 
at tlie college commencement, an honor con- 
ferred only upon men of distinguished c^ualifi- 
cations. 

In 1861 Mr. Ballard enlisted as a private in 
Co. I, Fiftli A'ermont A'olunteer Infantry, and 
participated with his regiment in all of the 
battles of the memorable peninsula campaign 
of General McClellan, up to July, 1862, when 
he was oldiged to leave the service on account 
of ill health, engendered by fever contracted 
in the swamps of the Chicahominy. 

In September, 1862, he entered the Albany 
Law School and graduated therefrom in May, 
1863, with the degree of LL.B. During his 
course in this institution he distinguished 
himself Ijoth as a student and as an orator, and 
liegan to exhibit the exceptional forensic pow- 
ers which have since aided in placing him in 
the front rank of his profession and of iiublic 
speakers. The Hon. Amos Dean, founder and 
dean of the school, pronounced him one of the 
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best students ever graduated from that institu- 
tion. At the law school tlie Hon. Josepli H. 
Manley, the distinguislied political leader of 
Maine, was one of his classmates. 

After graduating from the law school, Mr. 
Ballard entered the law office of Hon. Daniel 
Roberts of Burlington, Vt., and was admitted 
to the bar of the .State in Septeml)er, 18(J3. 
Since that date has resided in Burlington, and 
has been actively engaged in a very large law 
practice extending throughout his own and 
into adjoining states. He was admitted to 
practice in the United States Courts in 1SG4. 

For thirty-five years past Mr. Ballard has 
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been a prominent and well-kno\\n figure 
among the bar of A'ermont and lias made a 
speciality of criminal practice. It is doubthil 
if any other lawyer in Vermont has been en- 
gaged in so many important criminal trials, 
and his success has been remarkalde. He is 
generally considered by both his professional 
brethren and the public as well nigh invincible 
before a jury. His large law practice has pre- 
cluded his acceptance of many political offices. 
In politics Mr. Ballard has always been an 
ardent republican and has given his party 
the benefit of his rare oratorical ability in every 



presidential campaign since 186.S, his efforts 
on the "stump" in this direction extending 
into the states of New Hampshire, New York 
and Massachusetts. He was a delegate from 
Vermont to the national re|)ublican conven- 
tion in Chicago in 18.S4, when he was chair- 
man of the committee on credentials and was 
liighly eulogized for the able manner in which 
he handleil the delecate cases which came be- 
fore the committee. There were forty-two 
contested seats, yet he skillfuly guided the 
committee to a successful issue and made a re- 
port which was agrealjle to the contestants 
and satisfactory to the convention, the same 
having been accepted without a dissenting 
vote. He represented (Jhittenden county in 
the State senate in 1878-79 and sat in the 
assembly as representative from the city of 
Burlington in 1888 and 1889. He .served as 
chairman of the general committee of the 
house and reported sixty-five bills, all of 
which, with one exception, was accepted and 
passed by the legislature. In both the as- 
sembly and the senate he made notable 
speeches on important measures, and was re- 
garded as one of its most efficient members. 

Mr. Piallard is a member of several societies, 
and clubs, among others the Webster Historical 
Society of Boston ; the American Institute of 
Civics of New York City; the Home Market 
Club of Boston; the Algonquin and Ethan 
Allen clubs of Burlington; the A^ermont Fish 
and Game League; the Stannard Post of the 
G. A. R., and is a charter member of the Loyal 
Legion of A^ermont. As will Ije inferred from 
tiie names of some of these organizations Mi'. 
Ballard is an enthusiast in out-door games and 
s[)Orts. Indeed, all efforts tending to the phy- 
sical, meiitid and moral advancement of man 
find in him an efficient advocate. 
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ETER THACHER WASHBURN was 
Ijorn in Lynn, Massachusetts, Se})tember 
7, 1814, and in 1817 his fatiier's family moved 
to Cavendish. After attending the district 
school he became a student in the Black River 
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academy and graduated from Dartmouth col- 
lege in 1835. Immediatel_y after his gradua- 
tion he commenced the study of law with his 
father, where he remained, except some three 
months, when he was in the office of William 
Upham, an eminent lawyer of Montpelier, un- 
til admitted to the Windsor county bar in the 
December term of 1838. In Jaimary of the 
following year he began the practice of his 
profession at Ludlow. In 1844 he moved to 
Woodstock and entered into partnership with 
Charles P. Marsh, and the law firm of Wash- 
burn & Marsh became one of the most widely 




was thought by liim and his friends that he 
could do better service in the place to which 
he was appointed soon after his return to Ver- 
mont. In October, 1861, he was appointed 
adjutant and inspector-general of Vermont, 
which position he filled until the close of the 
war. Tlie character of his work as adjutant 
and inspector-general was exceptional in its 
extent and thoroughness, and his reports were 
models of their kind. At the State election 
held in September, 1869, General Washburn 
was chosen governor of Vermont and was in 
office at the time of his death ; he was also at 
this time trustee of the University of A-'ermont 
and State Agricultural college, and president 
of the Woodstock railroad. He always took 
an active interest in the political and educa- 
tional interests of the State. 

Governor Washburn was twice married, his 
first wife being Miss Almira Ferris, of Swan- 
ton, Vermont. By this marriage there were 
two children, viz. : Ferris Thacher, died at the 
age of eighteen, while a student of Dartmouth 
college; Emily May, died at the age of six 
years. His second wife was Miss Almira Hop- 
knis, of Glens Falls, New York. Of their 
family of four children, three are living, viz.: 
Elizabeth Almira, wife of Professor T. W. D. 
Worthen ; Mary Hannah, wife of George B. 
Parkinson ; Charles Hopkins. 
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known in the State. This partnership con- 
tinued until his death, February 7, 1870. 

General Washburn, Ijy which title he was 
better known throughout A'ermont, held many 
political offices. He was from October, 1844, 
to October, 1851, inclusive, reporter of the de- 
cisions of the Supreme Court, and represented 
Woodstock in the legislature of 1853-54. On 
the breaking out of the war he went to ttie 
front as cai)tain of the Woodstock Light in- 
fantry, was sul)sequently lieutenant-colonel, 
and at the close of his services was colonel of 
his regiment. He fully intended to continue 
in the service, but on account of his health it 



SUMNER ALLEN WEBBER was born in 
Rutland, Vermont, December 19, 1798. 
He was a son of Christoplier Webber, who 
moved from Rutland and settled in Caven- 
dish, Averment, where Sumner A. spent his 
boyhood. He received his education in the 
district school in Cavendish, and at the Nor- 
wich Military academy. He studied law, and 
after being admitted to the l>ar commenced the 
practice of his profession in Rochester, A^er- 
mont, attaining a high position as a counselor 
and advocate, ranking with the foremost men 
of his day in the profession. He was cotem- 
porary with Judge Collamer, Honorable An- 
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drew Tracy, and ex-Governors Washl)urn and 
Converse. 

Mr. Wel)ber served two terms in tlie liouse 
of the State legislature, and one term in the 
senate. He took an active part in the politi- 
cal discussions of the day and was among the 
earliest advocates of the principles of the free 
soil party, and was at one time the candidate 
of that party for congress. As a speaker he 
was logical, forcible and effective, and was 
also an able ^vriter. He was especially i-e- 
garded as a safe counselor, oftentimes to his 
own seeming })ersonal disadvantage advising 
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a settlement of causes rather than make ex- 
pensive litigation for his clients. 

In his social life he was genial and enter- 
taining. His home was noted for hospitality. 
He married, January 5, 1831, Phebe .J., 
daughter of Joseph and Pliel^e (Jefferson) 
Guernsey. Slie was born in Jlochester, Sep- 
tember 9, 1810. They had children as fol- 
lows: An infant son, born January :^1, 1831!, 
died the same day; Sumner Jefferson, born 
June 29, 1833, died August 18, 1834; Christo- 
pher Allen, l^iorn August 8, 1837, edueateil at 
Barre and West Kandolph academies, studied 
law with his father and practiced his profes- 



sion in company with Inm until the death of 
the latter and thereafter till his death, which 
occurred July, 1878 ; married October 16, 1862, 
Julia E. Cooper, and had these children, 
Eveline, La Fayette and Marvelle Christopher; 
Phebe Augusta, born January 22, 1840, died 
September 13, 1S49; Adaline Electa, born 
October 9, 1842, married Dr. Frederick Lang- 
don Morse, who was Ijoru July 27, 1847, .son of 
.Joseph L. and Eliza (Ciianiller) Morse. Dr. Morse 
was a graduate from the Medical college at 
Ann Arbor in 1871, and practiced his profes- 
sion in Windsor until his death, which oc- 
curred June 11, 1888. Charles Sumner, born 
November 12, 1848, died SeptemJjer 24, 1849. 
Sumner Allen Webber, tlie subject of this 
sketcli, died at Ptochester May 20, 1862. 



THOMAS J. DEA\'ITT is a native of Ver- 
mont and was jjorn at liiclnnond, Feb- 
ruary 17, 1840. His parents, William and 
Chestina (Preston) Deavitt moved onto a farm 
in ]\Ioretown in 1849, where they resided until 
their death in 1896 and 1894 respectively. 
William Deavitt was a native of Troy, New 
York, but moved at an early age to A'ermont. 
He was of Scotch-Irish descent and his wife of 
good old New England stock. Her ancestors 
emigrated from the State of C^onnecticut to 
\^ermont and ^\•ere among the first settlers in 
the town of Bolton, where she was born. Her 
father procured large tracts of forest land when 
it was cheap, and with axe and fire converted 
tlie majestic forest into tillage fields, and be- 
came the possessor of several fine farms in both 
Bolton and Richmond. In tliose early days 
he built a grist-mill and a saw-mill on LL;nt- 
ington river, M'here he had a fine water power. 
PVjr a great many years the farmers for many 
miles carried their gi'ain to bis mill to l.)e 
ground and their logs to be converted into 
lumber to build frame houses to take the })lace 
of log houses built by the first settlcis. He 
served as a, soldier \\'\\X\ the A'ermont volun- 
teers at the in\'asion of Plattsbuigli, New Yoi'k, 
by the British in the war of is 12. 
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Her grandfather, James Bennett, was an of- 
ficer in a Connecticut regiment under Wash- 
ington during the war of the Revokition. The 
subject of this slcetch can remember seeing his 
great-grandmother when she was receiving a 
pension from the United States on account of 
her husband's service in the American Revo- 
lution. 

After taking a thorough academic course 
Thomas J. Deavitt began the study of law at 
Waterbury, Vermont, in the office of Governor 
Paul Dillingham, the father of W. P. Dilling- 
ham, United States senator from Vermont. 
The Confederate Canadian raid upon St. Al- 
bans was made while he was a law student, 
and he immediately enlisted in a company to 
defend Vermont against other anticipated raids 
from Canada, which were causing great alarm 
among the people of the State. This was in 
tlie fall of 1864, and although never ordered 
south, the organization was kept up until 
changed into State militia at the close of the 
war, 1865. Mr. Deavitt, who had jjrocured 
more than one-half of the men of the company 
to enlist, was offered a commission, but his 
generosity prompted him to suggest that those 
of the company who had seen service (and 
there were several) be thus honored, and his 
counsel prevailed, he serving as sergeant. 

He was admitted to the A'ermont bar at 
Montpelier in 1866 and to the United States 
courts soon afterwards. He began the practice 
of his profession in Moretown, Vermont, where 
he remained until 1872, removing then to 
Montpelier, where he has since lived. He 
pays special attention to the securing of pen- 
sions and patents and to commercial law, in 
each of these branches of practice lie enjoys a 
flattering reputation for ability and success. 
He is an authority in those brandies of the law, 
and has found time to edit several digests of 
the Averment statutes for commercial agencies 
and non-resident attorneys; also the Vermont 
legal department of Martindale's American 
Law Directory has Ijeen prepared by liini for 
some years past. He has been the correspond- 
ent of the liradstreet company since 1867 con- 



tinuously. Mr. Deavitt prosecuted the case of 
Foster vs. Redfield and others, a case which 
attracted wide attention. It was an applica- 
tion for a writ of mandamus to compel a court 
to render up judgment on its own decision. 
Another case, Torrey vs. Deavitt, administrator, 
is a leading case, where the court decided the 
legal necessity of recording an assignment of a 
mortgage in the clerk's office where the mort- 
gage was recorded. The decision was rendered 
by Chief .Judge Ross, who considered it one of 
his most important cases. Mr. Deavitt's legal 
practice has not been confined to Vermont. 
He has had cases in Worcester, Massachusetts, 
New York city, Philadelphia and Boston. 
Among the Boston cases was one in which 
were associated with him the then Governor 
Gaston, Rodney Lund and A. Russ. The case 
was won for Mr. Deavitt's client. Mr. Deavitt 
was retained in the case of Thomas C. Bean's 
estate in Texas. Mr. Bean died in the State 
of Texas, leaving three million dollars' worth 
of property and no near relatives. Mr. Deav- 
itt's clients claimed to be distant relatives of 
Colmore Bean, the father of Thomas C. Bean, 
who was a native of New Hampshire, and it 
was iiecessai'y to show that Colmore had re- 
sided in the city of New York and Washing- 
ton, D. C, and Mr. Deavitt spent considerable 
time in both cities searching old directories 
and records. He found where Colmore paid 
taxes in Washington for a number of years, 
owned a slave and real estate, and was married 
there as early as 1811. The case is still pend- 
ing in the courts of Texas, where there are 
fourteen claimants of the property struggling 
for it. 

Mr. Deavitt taught school six terms and 
has been superintendent of schools several 
years. The cause of education has always 
been fostered by his best efforts. In the con- 
stitutional convention of 1 870 Mr. Deavitt was 
a member and had charge of debentures. Unti 1 
the presidential election of 1900 he had affil- 
iated with the Republican party. His inde- 
pendent and fearless character had in the 
spring of 1899 compelled him to criticise in an 
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open letter the admiiiistration of the pension 
department at Washington. As the features 
in the management to whicli he objected were 
still strongly in eviilenee when the canvass 
opened, he worked and voted against the na- 
tional Republican ticket that year. The letter 
referred to was written to Hon. J. D. Bodkin, 
M. C. from Kansas, who was one of the com- 
mittee on pensions, who used it as a part of his 
speech on the pension question, and it wa."? 
printed in the Congressional Record. The 
letter was also used as a campaign document 
by the Democratic national managers, hun- 
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THOMAS J. DEAVITT. 

dredsof thousands being distributed in districts 
where the soldiers' vote was strong. 

Although he has never held orsought polit- 
ical office, he has often been influential in ad- 
vancing legislation and has drafted many im- 
portant bills that became laws. His aggres- 
siveness and ability in this line are well illus- 
trated by the efforts he exerted in helping to 
carry through the act incorporating the Ver- 
mont Soldiers' Home, wliich passed in 1884, 
and which had many times failed of passage 
before that when in charge of other hands. 
After his presentation of the facts as he saw 
tliem, the legislative military committee re- 



quested him to examine the statutes of various 
States relating to the care of Union soldiers, 
and he drafted the bill for the Soldiers' Home 
which resulted in locating a Soldiers' Home in 
Bennington. The bill was finally passed, but 
not until after much opposition was overcome 
by flooding the legislature with petitions from 
all |>arts of the State. Before the Home was 
opened to receive indigent soldiers Mr. Deavitt 
gave several [lictures and f 100 in cash to fur- 
nish a room in that institution. At present an 
average of one hundred soldiers are taken care 
of in a manner worthy the Green Mountain 
State. 

Mr. Deavitt is connected with several 
l(ul.)lic institutions and business undertakings, 
to the conduct of which he lias brought rare 
good judgment and prudent business methods. 
Since 1891 he has been the president of the 
Capital Savings Bank and Trust Company, be- 
ing the first and only president of that benefi- 
cent institution. He is a director in the Barre 
and Montpelier Power and Traction company, 
having been elected to tlie i)Osition before he 
owned any of the company's stock, a fact that 
is considered a marked tribute to his financial 
ability. In 1888 he became a director and 
manager and treasurer of the Watchman Pub- 
lishing comjiany and conducted a department 
known as The Soldiers' Budget in the Ver- 
mont Watchman. He has also written sev- 
eral newspa])er articles in behalf of the en- 
forcement of the ])rohibitory law, and has had 
much to do in curtailing tlie traffic in intoxi- 
cating drinks in his own city, being president 
of the Anti-Saloon League of Montpelier. 

Mr. Deavitt married in 1870 Carrie E., only 
daughter of Luther Ilarrington, of South Roy- 
alston, Massachusetts. They iiave four sons and 
one daughter. His son, Edward LI. Deavitt is a 
graduate of the Vermont University and 
Harvard Law School. He reail law in his 
father's office, and was admitted to the bar at 
Boston, Massachusetts, and at Montpelier, Ver- 
mont, in 189(). He is a rising lawyer and is 
associated in business with his father. He 
holds the office of referee in Itankruptcy. 
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Henry M. Deavitt is a graduate of Vermont 
University and Massachusetts Scliool of Tech- 
nology at Boston, a chemist in tlie employ of 
the Western Electric Company of Chicago. 
Carrie E. also graduated from Vermont Uni- 
versity and is a teacher in the Peojile's Acad- 
emy at Morrisville, A'ermont. Ueorge T. and 
William J. are both in college. 



TSAAC FLETCHER REDFIELD, lawyer, 
X. jurist, author, justice, of Windsor, Vermont, 
and afterwards Cliarlestown, Massachusetts, 
was the son of Di'. Peleg Redfield and Hannah 
Parker Redfield. He was born at Weathers- 
field, A'ermont, April 10, 1804. In 1805 his 
father moved the family to Coventry, Ver- 
mont. After a district school education as 
a foundation, he pursued his studies further, 
entered Dartmouth college and was graduated 
therefrom in 1825. He returned to his native 
State and two years after was admitted to 
the Orleans county bar and began to practice 
at Derby, Vermont. From 1832 to 1835 he 
was State's attorney for Orleans county, when 
he was elected judge of the Supreme Court. 
From Derby he moved to Montpelier upon his 
elevation to the liench and about 1846 to 
Randolpli Center, occupying the old Judge 
Chase homestead at the latter place. Here 
he remained about four years, when he moved 
to Windsor, where he resided until 1861, mov- 
ing to Boston in that year. 

He served as associate judge of the Supreme 
Court from 1835 until 1852, when he was 
elected chief judge, which office he held until 
1860, when he declined further .service on the 
bench. His court was noted not only all over 
New England, but his decisions were quoted 
to such an extent that the court became known 
in legal circles as the "Redtield Court." His 
associates on the Vermont liench were Charles 
K. Williams, Chief Justice Stephen Royce, 
Samuel S. Phelps and Jacob Collamer. It is 
not too much to say that the court thus formed 
has never been surpassed in tins country. 
Eight times unanimously elected chief justice. 



the elections occurring amnially in those days, 
his term on the bencli was the longest of any 
in the histoiy of that ofiice in A'ermont, 
though exceeding by only two months Judge 
Royce's service. 

What the commercial law was to Mansfield, 
and the constitution of the United States to 
Marshall, railway law became in a lesser 
degree to Redfield- February, 1834, on motion 
of Daniel Webster, Judge Redfield was ad- 
mitted to practice before the Supreme Court 
of the United States. 

As a legal autlior he was also well known, 
his treatise on tlie Law of Wills, (three vol- 
umes, 1864-1870); Law of Railways (two vol- 
umes, 1857 and 1873); Civil Pleading and 
Practice (with W. A. Herrick, 1868); Law of 
Carriers and Bailments, (1869); jirobably being 
the liest known of his works. He edited an 
edition of Judge Story's works on Equity Jur- 
isprudence, Equity Pleading, and on the Con- 
flict of Laws, and Prof Greenleaf s work on 
the Law of Evidence. More than tweh-e 
years during his residence near Boston he was 
editor of the American Law Register. In 
connection with Caleb Cushing he was ap- 
jtointed special counsel by Secretary Seward to 
re[)resent the United States in cases growing 
out of the Confederate States' war claims in 
England, and the success attained in this mis- 
sion was not only pleasing to his government, 
but he also gained the confidence and respect 
of the English people to a remarkable degree. 
Judge Redfield received the degree of LL. I). 
from Trinity college in 1849, and from Dart- 
mouth college in 1855. 

On the 28tli of Septeml^er, 1x36, he was 
married to Mary \Vard Smith of Stanstead, 
Canada, and on May 4, 1842, to Catharine 
Blanchard (Jlark of St. Johnsbury, Averment. 
Judge Redfield died in Cliarlestown, Massa- 
chusetts, March 23, 1876, and was buried at 
Windsor, \'ermont. No children survived 
li i n 1 . 
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TAMES HEKVEY MACOMISEK, Huiling- 
lJ ton, is a native of \'eriiioiit, having been 
born in Westford on the isth of April, 1867. 
His parents were James Hervey and Frances 
(Beach) Maeornljer, both of wlioni \\'ere de- 
scended from good old New England ancestry. 
On his father's side the family were repre- 
sented among the MayHower'passengers. 

Like the majority of New England's attor- 
neys, Mr. ^lacomber laid the foundation of his 
education in the district schools, afterward 
preparing for college at the St. Johnsbury, 
Vermont, academy. In 1.S90 he grai.luated 
from the University of A'ermont and in 1895 



Burlington. In l.S9(j he was ap})ointed en- 
grossing clerk for the Wiriiiont legislature, 
which ottice he held for two years. In 1897 
he formed a partnership with Rufus E. Brown, 
wliicli still continues. Mr. Brown's biography 
appears on page twenty-one, Vermont section 
of this publication. Since the partnership was 
formed, the Hrm has been actively engaged in 
the practice of law and lias taken part in 
some of the most important cases trieil in 
Chittendon county. In April, 1899, Mr. 
Macomber was appointed city grand juror and 
re-appointed April, 1900. 

On the 28th of November, 1899, he was 
married to Nellie A. Mower, daughter of 
Emory C. Mower of Burlington. 




JAMES H MACOMBER. 

from the Boston University Law school, 
inagaa cum laude. He did not, however, enter 
upon the study of law immediately after gi'ad- 
uation from the University of \^ermont, but 
accepted a position as ])rincii)al of the Lamoille 
Central academy, Hyde Park, A'ei'inont, whii/h 
he helil for two years. While stationed there 
he was appointed by the governor the official 
examiner of teachers for Lamoille county. 

Mr. Macomber was admitted to the Suffolk 
county (Mas.sachusetts) bar in .July, 1895, and 
to the Vermont bar in October of the same 
year and immediately commenced practice in 



BENJAMIN H. STEELE, descends the 
eigljth generation from George, who 
came, in comjiany with a Ijrother John, fronr 
E.s.sex county, England, about 1631-2, settled 
at New Town, (now (Cambridge) Massachusetts, 
removed to Hartford, Connecticut, and died in 
1663. He had four children, of whom James 
was the youngest child. He married, first, 
xVnna Bishop, secojid, Bethia, widow of Dea- 
con Samuel Stocking. In 1675 he was ap- 
pointed commissary in King Philip's war. 
James, second child of six children of the 
above, by the first marriage, born about 1658, 
married Sarah Barnard, lived at Hartford, 
(Jonnecticut. Rev. Steplien, the third in a 
famil}' of six children of James and Sarah, 
born at Hartford, 1696, mai'ried May 2, 1720, 
Ruth Porter, of Hadley, Massachusetts. He 
graduated at Yale college in 17LS, and was 
the Hi'st settled minister in Tollan<l in 1720. 
James, seventh child of the nine (Jiildren of 
Rev. Stephen ami Ruth, born February (j, 
1737, married, first, .lamiary 21, 1754, Aliigail 
Huntington, second, Dorothy Tonvei'se, third, 
Abigail Makepeace. He luid thirteen (Jiil- 
ilren, seven liy tlie lirst iiiarj-i;ige, two by the 
second and four by the last. Zado<-, his thii-d 
cliild by the first marriage, born r>ecembei- 17, 
175«, marrieil Februnrv 1 0, 1 75S, Hinniah 
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Shurtleff. He was taken prisoner by the In- 
dians who burned Royalston, Vermont, Octo- 
ber 17, 1780, and with other captives was 
placed in a prison on an island in the rapids 
above Montreal, from which he made iiis 
escape. He died at Stanstead, Canada, March 
23, aged eighty-seven. Sanford, the ninth of 
the ten children of Zadoc and Hannah, born 
April 13, 1804, married December 14, 1835, 
Mary Hinman, of Derby, Vermont, born Au- 
gust 14, 1812. He lived in Stanstead, Canada, 
and died June 26, 1852. 

Benjamin H. Steele was born in Stanstead, 
Province of Quebec, February 14, 1837, the 
eldest in a family of five children, two daugh- 
ters and three sons, of Sanford and Mary 
Steele. Very early in life he evinced a strong 
taste for mental culture and worked faithfully 
to gratify this desire. He attended school in 
his native place and at the academy in Derby 
Center, Vermont, and meantime taught the 
district school while a mere lad. He also 
spent some time in St. Pierre college, Province 
of Quebec, and afterwards became a member 
of Norwich university, then under the presi- 
dency of Dr. Bouras. He remained here about 
one year and then entered the sophomore class 
of Dartmouth college in the spring of 1855. 
Both in scholarship and talents he stood in 
the front rank of his class, a class, too, of 
marked ability and promise. He graduated 
with the highest honors of his class from Dart- 
mouth in 1857. During the last year of his 
college life, he had carried along with his 
academic duties also his professional studies, 
which accounts for his admission to the bar so 
soon after his graduation. He was admitted 
to the Suffolk bar in Massachusetts, also to the 
Orleans bar in Vermont in 1858, and com- 
menced practicing at Derby Line. During the 
eight or nine years of liis professional life at 
the bar, he gave himself unremittingly to the 
close and thorough study of the law, and laid 
that broad and solid foundation which was 
both the occasion of his appointment to the 
Supreme Bench of Vermont, and the secret of 
his subse(juent distinguished career ujion it. 



He received his appointment to the Supreme 
Court in the autumn of 1865, and was the 
youngest man who ever filled that position. 
If there were any misgivings of the propriety 
of the appointment of so young a man to the 
Supreme Bench judgeship so much can be said 
with truthfulness, that wherever in the State 
he sat for the trial of causes, he completely 
vindicated the executive action. He remained 
on the bench about five years, when on ac- 
count of pressing private business, he declined 
a re-election, to the unanimous regret of the 
bar and the public. During the term of office 
he delivered several opinions of uncommon in- 
terest and importance. Notable was that of 
the Rutland railroad case, an opinion con- 
ceded to be an honor to his legal and judicial 
attainments and ability. After his with- 
drawal from the bench he lived in compara- 
tive retirement at Hartland, occupied with 
private business which claimed his immediate 
and personal attention. He was a member of 
the Vermont board of education, and rendered 
valuable and efficient service to the cause of 
common schools. Though not a blind parti- 
san he took a living interest in politics. He 
was a delegate at large from Vermont to the 
Philadelphia convention, which renominated 
General Grant, and took a leading part in 
formulating the platform of the party on that 
occasion, as a member of the committee on 
resolutions. He died on Sunday, July 13, 1874. 
Judge Steele married February 6, 1861, 
Martha, daughter of David H. and Wealthy 
(Thomas) Sumner, who was born May 19, 1840. 



GEORGE FRANKLIN EDMUNDS, one 
of the most prominent constitutional 
lawyers of the present generation, was born at 
Richmond, Vermont, on the first day of Feb- 
ruary, 1828. After a tliorough preliminary 
education he studied law and was admitted to 
practice in 1849. In 1851 he removed to 
Burlington, where his talents soon won him 
recognition. 

Only three years after his removal to Bur- 
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lington, Mr. Edmunds was elected to the \'er- 
mout legislature, in which hody he served 
continuously from 1854 to 1859, three years of 
which time being si)eaker. In 1861-62 he 
was sent to the ^'errnont senate and during 
that term was president "pro tempore ; he then 
retired to what he supposed was private life, 
but his constituents needed him, and early in 
the Civil war period he was a delegate to the 
State convention of republicans and war dem 
ocrats, for which body he drew the resolutions 
adopted. With voice and pen he helped 
sustain the United States government during 
the great rebellion and to mould public opin- 
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GEORGE F. EDMUNDS. 



ion, and as a token of respect he was appointed 
by the Vermont governor in 1866 to the 
United State senate, succeeding Hon. Solomon 
Foot, deceased. Later he was elected by the 
legislature to fill out the unexpired term, and 
served continuously by re-election until 1891, 
when lie resigned. 

During Mr. Edmunds career in the United 
States senate he was active in the impeach- 
ment of Andrew Johnson ; he supported Grant 
in his controversy with Sumner; acted a very 
influential part in developing the reconstruc- 
tion legislation, always advocating conserv- 



ati\'e [)lans; was a member of the electoral 
commission in 1876-77; was the priucpal ex- 
ponent of the Pacific railroad refumling act; 
was noted for his legal acumen; readiness in 
repartee; as a strict parliamentarian; for fear- 
lessness in opposing political jobs and steals. On 
the twenty-second of March, 1882, he secceeded 
in getting passed and signed by the president a 
bill known as the "Edmunds act," which had 
had for its object the suppression of poligamy 
in Utah, disfranchisement being one of the 
penalties for those who practiced it, and in 
1884 the Supreme Court upheld the law in 
five cases. In 1887 a similar bill was passed 
of whicli he was the principal author; in 1886 
through his ettbrts a l)ill was passed providing 
the manner for counting the electoral vote, 
and the same year he was the leader of the 
movement in the senate which tried to force 
President Cleveland to furnish that body with 
all the documents necessary to show cause for 
recent removals from office. After Mr. Arthur 
became president he was president pro tempore 
of the senate. He served during his several 
terms in the senate on the following com- 
mittees: commerce, public lands, appropria- 
tions, pensions, retrenchment, private land 
claims, the library, the judiciary, being chair- 
man of the last committee for several vears. 



FREDERICK BILLINGS, the son of Oel 
Billings and Sophia Wetherbe, was the 
fourth child of a family of nine children — six 
sons and three daughters — all of whom lived 
to adult age. The Billings family is an old 
one, dating Ijack to the time of Henry III., and 
immbering among its more distinguished 
meml)ers a Lord (Jhief .lustice of England. Mr. 
Billings' great-grandfather, Samuel Billings, of 
New London, Coiniecticut, was killed in the 
defense of Foi't Griswold, in 1781; and his 
grandfather', John Billings, was also a soldier 
in the war of the Revolution. The hitter mar- 
ried Nancy, the daughter of Governor Jonas 
Galusha of W'rmout, and thev had ten cliil- 
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dren, of whom Oel Billings, the father of Fred- 
erick, was one. 

Frederick Billings was born in Royalton, 
Vermont, September 27, 1823. When he was 
twelve years old he removed with his father to 
Woodstock, which was thereafter the family 
home. He fitted for college at ]\Ieriden, New 
Hampshire, and at the age of seventeen entered 
the University of ^'ermont, from which he 
graduated in August, 1844. Among his class- 
mates in college were Bishop W. B. W. Howe 
of South Carolina, Judge C. L. Benedict of 
New York, the late Rev. M. M. Colburn and 
the late Hon. William Collamerof Woodstock. 
Young Billings was a brilliant scholar, and his 
wit and flow of spirits made him a favorite in 
college and social circles. After leaving col- 
lege he studied law in the office of Hon. 0. P. 
Chandler of Woodstock, and was admitted to 
the Windsor county bar in 1848. He was ap- 
pointed secretary of civil and military affairs 
by Governor Horace Eaton in 1846, and held 
that office during Mr. Eaton's two terms as 
governor. In 1848 the California "gold fever" 
broke out and Mr. Billings' attention was 
especially directed to the new Eldorado by his 
brother-in-law. Captain B. Simmons, who was 
a ship captain and had made repeated voyages 
to the Pacific coast, and in Feljruary, 1849, in 
company with Captain and Mrs. Siunnons, he 
went to San Francisco by the Isthmus route. 
Mrs. Simmons contracted Panama fever on the 
way and died four days after lier arrival, and 
Captain Simmons dieil in San Francisco a year 
later. Mr. Billings opened the first law office 
in San Francisco and at once made his mark. 
It was at a time and in a place wliere success 
in his profession meant wealth and infiueuce, 
and he rapidly acquireil both. He Ijecame a 
partner in the leading law firm of San Fran- 
cisco, that of Halleck, Peachy, Billings & Park, 
of which general Halleck, subsequently for a 
time general in chief of the Union armies, and 
Trenor W. Park were members. The law firm 
was dissolved in LS'il, on Mr. Billings going 
to England in company with General Fremont 
upon Ijusiness connected with the general's 



great Mariposa estate. Mr. Billings was an 
infiuential and earnest actor in the exciting 
events of the formative period in the history of 
California, and active in the various move- 
ments for the establishment of law, order and 
the institutions of education, religion and civil 
government, through which the new State be- 
came a stable commonwealth. He was espe- 
cially active in defeating the conspirators who 
endeavored to detach California from the Union 
at the outbreak of the civil war, and in com- 
pany with Starr King he made a tour of the 
State, in behalf of the National cause, every- 
where l;)y his patriotic appeals electrifying the 




FREDERICK BILLINGS. 



audiences which assembled to liear them. Al- 
tliough he was an unusually impressive speaker 
and peculiarly fitted for a puV^lic career, Mr. 
Billings never caj'ed to enter political life. He 
accepted the responsiljle position of attorney- 
general of California, but held no other politi- 
cal office, although often pressed to take nomi- 
nations for such offices during his residence in 
San Francisco. After the re-election of Presi- 
dent Lincoln, and while he was reconstructins 
his cabinet for his secoml term, the California 
delegation in congress urged upon him the 
propriety of giving California a representative 
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in the new cabinet, and unanimously recom- 
mended Mr. Billings for the i)lace. (Jnly two 
days before Mr. Lincoln was assassinated, he 
gave assurance to a niemjjer of the delegation 
that their request would be com()lied with. 
After Mr. Lincoln's death, the legislature of 
California, then in session, unanimouslj' jiassed 
a resolution requesting President Johnson to 
appoint Mr. ]-)iIlings to his caliinet as a repre- 
sentative of the Pacific coast. These facts at- 
test the high estimation in which Mr. Billings 
was held by the people of California at tlie time 
when he left that State to settle down in his 
old home in \"ermont. 

He remained a bachelor up to his thirty- 
ninth year. In March, LS62, he was married 
in New York to .Julia, daughter of Dr. Eleazar 
Parmly, of that city. Soon after this event he 
closed U}) his business in San Fi-ancisco, and 
after a period spent in foreign travel, he re- 
turned in 1864 to Woodstock to make liis home 
there. In 1869 he purchased the Marsh estate 
comprising the homestead of the late Charles 
Marsh, father of George P. Marsh, which occu- 
pied the most Ijeautiful and conspicuous site in 
that beautiful village. Mr. Billings twice al- 
most wholly reconstructed the mansion, and in 
the words of the historian of the town of Wood- 
stock "he went on in making additions and 
improvements, till at length in the extent of 
territory, in the variety an"d orderly arrange- 
ment of the various parts of this wide domain 
and in tlie convenience and elegance of tlie 
buildings erected thereon, his home on the hill 
came to resemble one of the baronial estates of 
the old world, and is not surpassed in these 
respects, and in beauty of situation, by any 
similar establishment in New England." He 
became president of tlie Woodstock National 
bank about this time, and took an active inter- 
est in business, and political and pu]:)lic affairs, 
both in ^^ermont and in the city of New York, 
where be had a handsome residence and spent 
his winters. In 1872 he was a candidate for 
tlie re2:)ubliean nomination for governor of 
^"ermont. It was tlie first convention held 
after the adoption of the liiennial system and 



other changes in the constitution of our State. 
Mr. Billings was less known then than after- 
wards, and owing to various causes and com- 
plications attending the peculiar condition of 
Vermont politics, he failed, by only a vote or 
two, of the nomination. He accepted the sit- 
uation in a manly and eloquent speech in the 
convention, at the close of which, had it been 
then possil.ile to reverse the action of the liody, 
he would have been nominated b}' acclama- 
tion. At no subsequent time would he con- 
sent to be a candidate for civil office. He, 
however, did not lose liis interest in State and 
National politics, and in 1880 he was chosen 
as a delegate to the rej)ublican national con- 
vention, and presented the name of Ceorge F. 
Edmunds, as the choice of the rei)ublicans of 
^'ermont for president, in one of the finest and 
most striking speeches of tliat niemorajjle con- 
vention. He was a prominent member of the 
Union League club of New York city, and was 
known in New York and elsewhere as one of 
the strong supporters of the repulilican party 
witli voice and vote and purse. He was also 
a member of the Lawyers, Century and Down 
Town clubs of New York, and a member of 
the New York Chamber of Commerce. After 
the failure of Mr. Jay Cook in 1873, and tlie 
a[)parent collapse of the Northern Pacific Rail- 
road company, Mr. Billings became interested 
in that great enterprise. He made extensive 
purchases of its stock and securities, then 
greatly depi'cssed; he brought fresh capital to 
the cotters of the company, and Ijecanie its 
president ; tlie work of construction was re- 
sumed with vigor, the vast tracts of land 
granted by congress were marketed, and the 
road was finally puslied through to comple- 
tion. Shortly before the occurrence of this 
event, Mr. Billings disposed of enough of his 
interest in the company to the comliination 
represented by Mr. Henry \'illar<l, to give the 
latter control. But while the fame of the 
final actual accomplishment of the grand re- 
sult thus fell to another, it remains true that 
Mr. Billings was the master s|)irit of the enter- 
prise and the chief architect of its success. The 
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transaction with Villard added several mil- 
lions to Mr. Billings' ample fortune. The 
latest great commercial enterprise to which he 
gave his name and help was the Nicaragua 
canal. He was one of the incorporators, and 
at the time of his death a director and chair- 
man of the executive committee of the com- 
pany. He was also a director or trustee in the 
following corporations: American Exchange 
National bank, Farmer's Loan and Trust com- 
pany, Delaware and Hudson Canal company, 
the Maniiattan Life Insurance company, the 
Manhattan Savings institution, the Presbyte- 
rian hospital, the Hospital for Ruptured and 
Crippled (all of New York city), the Connecti- 
cut River Railroad company, the Vermont 
V^alley and Sullivan County railroads, the 
Connecticut and Passumpsic and the Rutland 
Railroad companies. He was president of the 
Woodstock Railway company and of the 
Woodstock National bank. 

Mr. Billings attachment to his Vermont 
home was shown in many ways. He was a 
generous giver to all good objects in Wood- 
stock. The Congregational church there, of 
whicli he was a meml)er, was an especial ob- 
ject of his love and care. He built its chapel 
at a cost of |1 5,000 as a memorial to his father 
and mother. He rebuilt the parsonage ; and 
among his latest cares was the reconstruction 
of the church l)uilding which lie transformed 
at an outlay of $4(J,000 into one of the most 
tasteful and appropriate clmrch structures in 
all New England. Nothing, however, will 
cause Mr. Billings' name to be held in higher 
and more lasting remembrance than his gift to 
his alma mater, the University of Vermont. 
In 1867 he became a member of its board of 
trustees and held the office for six years. After 
the death of Hon. George P. Marsh, United 
States minister to Italy, in 1882, Mr. Billings 
purchased his library, famous among scholars 
and philologists, gave it to the university and 
signified at the same time his intention to 
erect a library building worthy of the Marsh 
collection and of tlie choice library of the uni- 
versity. He engaged the services of the great- 



est American architect, the late H. H. Rich- 
ardson, and the Billings library stands the 
noble monument of his munificence, the pride 
of the city of Burlington and the admiration 
of every visitor. It represents, including the 
cost of the Marsh collection and Mr. Billings' 
gifts of money for the purchase of books and 
for cataloguing and an endowment fund of 
150,000, an outlay of nearly a quarter of a 
million dollars. Mr. Billings also, during the 
last years of his life, gave $50,000 to Amherst 
college, and |50,000 to Mr. Moody's school at 
Nortlifield, Massachusetts. He received the 
honorary degree of Doctor of Laws from the 
University of Vermont. Seven children were 
tlie fruit of Mr. Billings' marriage, all, save 
the oldest, born in Woodstock. He died Sep- 
tember 30, 1890, and Vermont lost one of her 
foremost citizens and the world a noble man. 
Mr. Billings was one of the remarkable men 
of the century. For more than a generation, 
ever since 1848 when he went with the Argo- 
nauts to California, he was prominent in one 
or another of many of the great national enter- 
prises which liave made this age memorable. 
He had the two distinct capacities which are 
rarely united in the same man, tlie caf)acity to 
organize and to execute. When the man ap- 
pears who can combine these two functions, 
opportunities seek him, power comes to him, 
labors and responsibilities accumulate upon 
him. Mr. Fiillings died too early by twenty 
years, for a man of bis constitutional vigor, 
from overwork. A friend spoke the truth of 
him when he said that Mr. Billings could not 
live longer because he had lived three lives 
already. Work came not only l)ecause of his 
abilities, but also because of his principles, his 
tastes, his enthu.siasms. He was as eager in 
matters relating to learning, education, art, 
politics, charity and religion, as he was in 
matters of business. In fact he made all these 
interests a part of his business. In California, 
in New York, in A'ermont, his extensive finan- 
cial and railroad occupations did not so ex- 
haust him but that he could find time and 
thouglit for churches, colleges, books, pictures. 
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even brie-a-ln'ae and Hower^. Jle was a uian 
of universal sympathy. There is hardly any- 
thing good in human life into which lie did 
not i)ut some of his best thought and feeling 
and will. In many fields outside of his 
specialties lie excelled. His literary taste was 
exquisite. His ap])reciation of works of genius 
in all departments was discriminating and his 
enjoyment of them keen. He was an orator 
of rare power. He could electrify a vast 
assendjly in a political convention, and lie 
could move and edify a prayer meeting. His 
ideas of education were so sound and compre- 
hensive and scholarly, that he was at one time 
urged to take the presidency of the University 
of California. He might, had he chosen, have 
gone to the United .States senate from Cali- 
fornia, in sucli liigh esteem were his statesman- 
like qualities held by his fellow citizens of 
that State. In all these fields Mr. Billings 
was admiral^le — in many even great. But lie 
was at his Ijest in his social and religious 
character. In his home he was the most 
affectionate of men. He was a loving Ijrother 
and devoted son. . In his iirosperity he was 
thoughtful foi' the welfare of all liis relatives, 
especially of his parents, for whom lie provided 
every comfort which his loving care could 
devise. He took great delight in the society 
of his neighljors and townsmen. Coming 
every year to his home in Woodstock, lie be- 
came more and more attached to it ami its sur- 
roundings. He was fond of being known as 
"Frederick Billings of Woodstock." He took 
intense and ever-growing delight in those rural 
scenes and associations and companionships 
which every natural heart enjoys. Mr. Billings 
was deeply and warmly religious. He had 
the simple strong faith in divine realities 
which large, generous natures usually liave. 
It was at one time his purjiose to enter the 
Christian ministry; and though he seemed to 
be [)rovidentially diverted from that career, lie 
never ceaseil to regret the change in his coui'se 
as a [)rivation, and throughout his life in all 
religious activities and ministrations, he was 
actually more than half a clergyman and 



always a minister. (.)f his l)enefactions we 
need not speak more at length, at lea.st to our 
Vermont readers. Every one knows of them 
that they are not more admirable for tlieir 
magnitude and variety, than for the modest, 
beautiful and loving spirit with which they 
were bestowed. 



REUBEN WASHBURN. The English 
ancestor of the Washburn family in 
this country was .lolin Washburn, who was 
secretary of the Massachusetts company in 
l(j28 ill England, came from Evershain. Eng- 
land, as early as 1632, and was a resident of 
Duxbury, Massachusetts. The line of descent 
from the original settler to Mr. Washburn, 
who was of the sixth Lreneration, was as fol- 




KEUBE.N WASHBURN 

lows: .loliii had a son .biliii, who had a son 
.lose})h. The latter also had a son .Joseph, 
whose sou Sctli, was jjorii in Bridgewater, 
Massachusetts, May 19, 17"2;;!, and was the 
father of j\sa, who was born in Leicester, 
Massachusetts, .July 2-'), 1 ToT, and was the 
father of our subject. 

Iveubcn Waslil)uni was boi'ii in I^eicestei-, 
Massacliusetts, Dcceiiibcr •'>(), ITSJ, :inil at the 
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age of four yeai's liis father removed to Put- 
ney, \"ermout, where, until he reached the age 
of twenty years, he aided in subduing the 
roughness of a farm in a new country. He 
afterwards fitted himself for and supported 
himself through college, graduating at Dart- 
mouth college in 1808, being one of the first 
scholars of his class. For several years after 
finishing his education he was engaged as a 
teacher in several of the principal institutions 
in New England, and was at one time con- 
nected with Exeter academy with Professor 
Ebenezer Adams, afterwards of Dartmoutli col- 
lege. He commenced the study of law under 
the able instruction of Judge Jackson of Bos- 
ton, and became a member of the Suffolk 
count}' bar. The practice of his profession 
was commenced at Lynn, Massachusetts, but 
in 1817 he removed witli his family to Chester, 
Vermont ; remaining there but a short time, 
he came to Cavendish, Vermont, and was a 
resident of the latter place until 1825, when 
he removed to Ludlow, and three years after- 
wards built the old family homestead. From 
the time of his locating in Ludlowtill hisdeath, 
April 23, 1860, Mr. Washburn continued to 
practice his profession, taking an important 
part in all matters pertaining to the politi- 
cal and religious interests of the town. He 
was an accomplished lawyer in the Ijroadest 
sense. He was long regarded as the best read 
lawyer in the State, and as holding the first 
place in the law relating to real estate. Tlior- 
ougldy grounded in the principles of the Eng- 
lish common law, his conclusions were easily 
arrived at and were held in high esteem by 
the courts of the State. His mind was of a 
strong analytical cast, and his briefs clear and 
concise, while in the branch of special plead- 
ing, then the practice of the courts, he had no 
superior in the State. He was tall and com- 
manding in his person, gentle and aftable in 
his manners, of sterling integrity, and in all 
respects a fine example of the educated Chris- 
tian gentleman of what is oftimes termed the 
golden age of New England history. Mr. 
Washburn was united in marriage October 10, 



1813, to Miss Hannah Planey Thatcher, a 
daughter of Rev. Thomas C. Thatcher, of 
Lynn, Massachusetts. 



CAP.LOS COOLIDGE was born in Wind- 
sor, A'ermont, June 25, 1792. His 
geneaology is as follows: Richard, born in 
1666, died October 23, 1732. His wife's name 
was Susanna. She died October 20, 1736, 
aged sixty-six years. Nathaniel, born in 1700, 
died 1766, married Grace, daughter of Na- 
thaniel and Anne Bowman, and had five 
children, of whom Nathaniel, their eldest son, 




CARLOS COOLIDGE. 



born December 7, 1728, married Dorothy 
Whitney, who died July 29, 1818, aged eighty- 
five years. He died December 24, 1773. They 
had six cliildren, viz. : Su.sanna, Mary, Daniel, 
Nathaniel, Grace, and Nathan, father of Car- 
los, born Decen)ber 6, 1766, married Betsey 
Curtis March 20, 1791: the latter was born 
May 2, 1760, <lied December 27, 1822. They 
had three children : Carlos, Mary, born Octo- 
ber 15, 1793, died November 30, 1814, and 
Bet.sey, born November 17, 1801, died Octolier 
26, 1874. 

Carlos Coolidge was graduated from Middle- 
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bury college with honor, in a class that con- 
tained such men as the late Hon. Charles 
Davis, judge of the Supreme Court of \^er- 
mont, Judge Jacob Lansing of Albany, New 
York, Rev. Joel H. Linsley, D. D., of Green- 
wich, Connecticut, and others equally i>romi- 
nent. He read law at the outset with the 
Hon. Peter Starr of Middlebury, and completed 
his studies, preparati:)rv to admission to the Ijar 
in Windsor county, witli the late Hon. Jona- 
than H. Hubbard of Windsor. He commenced 
the practice of his profession in W^indsor in 
1814 and continued it for a period of more 
than fifty years. He was tlie recipient of 
many tokens of popular favor from citizens of 
his own county and State. He was State's 
attorney for the county of Windsor from 18;31 
to lS3fi, and representative from Windsor to 
the general assembly from ls;U to 1837, and 
from 1839 to 1843. He was elected speaker of 
the house of representatives in 183() and from 
1839 to 1842, in which capacity he presided 
with unsurpassed dignity an<l urbanity. He 
was elected governor of \'ermont in lS4s, and 
re-elected in 1849. He was senator from 
Windsor county in 1854 and re-elected in 1 .S55. 
He was one of the electors at large from N'er- 
mont in 1>S44, who indicated their preference 
for Henry Clay as president of tlie United 
States. In 1849 he received from his alma 
mater, Miildlebury college, the well earned 
com})liment of the degree of LL. 1). J'his 
brief recital of some of the resi)onsible posts to 
which GoN'ernor Coolidge attaineil without 
solicitation on his part, gives a faint idea of 
the character and attainments of the man. 
Governor Coolidge was, pai' excellence, a 
Christian gentleman. In hisi)rivate and [lub- 
lic life he bore himself without ostentation, 
with remarkajjle urljanity towards all, and dis- 
charged every })uljlic and [)ri\'ate trust with 
thoroughness and ability. He died in \\'ind- 
sor, August 15, 1866. 

Governor Coolidge married September 22, 
1817, Harriet, daughter of Walter and Sarah 
(Gilbert) Hingham, born in ClarenKint, New 
Hampshire, April 6, 179(j, died June 6, 1877. 



They had two children, Mary and Harriet. 
The latter died June 5, 1831, aged five years. 
Mary, born June 29, 1818, married January 
27, 1845, the Rev. Franklin Butler. 



SAMUEL SHETHAR PHELPS, one of 
^\n•mont's noted jurists, was Ijorn at 
Litchfield, Connecticut, May 13, 1793. His 
fatlier, John, was a Revolutionary soldier and 
a man of large means foi' his time; John's 
father, Edward, was also wealthy, a prominent 
citizen of Connecticut and in 1844-45 a mem- 
ber of the general court of that State. The 
founder of the Phelps family in Anrerica was 
William Phelps. 

After early private and public school train- 
ing, Samuel Shethar Phelps entered Yale, from 
which institution he was graduated in 1811. 
After graduation he studied law at Litchfield, 
Connecticut, and 1812 settled in Middlebury, 
AVrmont. Hardly had young Phelps com- 
menced the pi-actice of his profession when the 
W^ar of 1812 broke out, but his country was 
more to liim than personal gain or professional 
distinction. Lie enlisted and remained in the 
army about two years, wlien he resumed his 
law work. Although always taking nnich in- 
terest ill }iolitics he refused all tenders of 
official honors until 1821, when he was elected 
a memljer of the Vei'mont legislature and 
served continuously in that body until 1832, 
in which year he was elected a justice of the 
Supreme Court by the legislature. This office 
he filled with great satisfaction to the bar and 
the pulilic, and only resigned (183<S) to accept 
of another great oftice with which the legis- 
lature had honored him — the United States 
seiiatorship from N^ermont. To tiiat ottice he 
was elected as a ilemocrat ; he lieM that posi- 
tion from ls;>9 to 1851, and ujion the death nf 
William U])ban), served by apj)ointiiient in 
LS5;! and LS54. 

ViY. Pbeljis was a pi-ominent and able oj}- 
ponent of the aljulition uiovement wiiicli kept 
gaining strength (hiring his public life; he 
favored slaverv and used every h<inoral:)le 
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means to stem the tide of public opinion which 
finally swept that institution out of le,t;al 
existance in the United States: as a memljer 
of the committee ai)pointed to investigate and 
• liscuss the slavery question, he dissented from 
the report presented by Henry Clay. In 1.S54 
he retired to })ri vate life and resumed tlie practice 
of law for only a short time at Middlebury, 
Vermont. Mr. Phelps died March 25, 1855. 
In addition to liis great ability as a lawyer, a 
judge, and a statesman, Mr. Phelps' oratorical 
efforts were of unusual power, many of his 
speeches having l.ieen puljlished. Tlie Ijest 
known were "A<ldress on Council of Censors" 
(1832): "Speech on Tariff Bill" (]S44): 
"Sfieech on Oregon Que.stion " (1.S48); liis 
published Vermont decisions are also greatly 
valued. 



EDWARD. J(_)HN PHELPS, like his father, 
Samuel Sliethar Plielps, was a man of 
unusual legal acumen and was well known 
on both sides of tlie Athintic. He was liorn at 
Middleliury. \'ermont, .July 11, l.s22. He was 
descended from William Phelps, the colonist. 
His great-grandtather. Edwanl. gained con- 
sideraljle iionor Ijecause of his Revolutionary 
war record, and his grandfather, .John, was one 
of the old-school hind owners of Connecticut 
and a man [lossessed of considerable wealth. 
The sketch of his fatlier, Samuel Shethar, 
apiiears in this work. 

Edward -John Phelps had rare advant- 
ages for education ami advancerjient. His 
parents were possessed of ample means and 
mental attainments far aliove the average of 
their rlay. Besides, young Edward was em- 
bued with a [iride of his own, and lie was un- 
willing to wear iiis family honor without doing 
his share to maintain and increase, if possible, 
its pi'estige: and he succeeiled. for at prepar- 
atory school and at college he gave promise of 
his successful future. .\fte)' graduating from 
Middlebury college in l.*^4(i, and sjiending one 
year at Yale Law school, lie studied law with 
that famous demrjcrat. Horatio Sevmour. and 



was admitted to the bar at Middlebury in 1843. 

Mr. Phelps immediately begun the practice 
of his profession in his native town, where he 
remained two yeai's, when prospects of greater 
growth in his life work induced him to re- 
move to Burlington. The large number of 
clients he almost at once gained in the city by 
the lake was remarkable, and was a high 
tribute to his worth and his grasp of legal 
questions. 

From the fall of 1851 to the close of Presi- 
dent Filhiiore's administration he was second 
comptroller of the treasury; in 1870 was a 
delegate to the \'ei'mont constitutional conven- 




EDWARD J. PHELPS. 

tion. his fund of resources making him one of 
the leaders of that l.iody: in 1877 he presided 
over tlie ceremonies of the centennial celebra- 
tion in cominemoi-ation of the liattle of Ben- 
nington : he was lecturer on medical jurispru- 
dence l.iefore the stmlents of A'ermont university 
in 1880. his lectures lieing considered of such 
importance that the university authorities liad 
them published in book form: in 1880 was 
president of the American Bar association, and 
the same year was the defeated candidate for 
governor of ^'ermont on the democratic ticket: 
in 18>!l lie was a})jiointed professor of law 
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at Yale, which chair he lield until his death 
ill 1900; in 18(S2 he was the lecturer on ecms- 
titutional law at the Boston University Law 
school. 

In April, 1882, President (ieveland a})- 
pointed Mr. Phelps United .States minister to 
Great Britain, in which position he honored his 
country as well as himself. Middleljury col- 
lege conferred on him the degree of LL. ]). in 
1870. One of his addresses delivered ])efore 
the American IJar association, deserves special 
mention, entitled " Chief Justice Marshall and 
the Constitutional Law of his Time" (1879); in 
1888 he contrihuteil to the Nineteenth Centui-y 
a sei'ies of articles on "The Constitution of tlie 
United States." 



GILBERT A. I)A^'LS was horn ni Chester, 
Wrmont, I)ecemher 18, 183'i. Wi; de- 
scends in the fifth generation from William 
Davis, of Roxl>ury, Massachusetts, horn in 
England in KiH. His son, Jacoli, the fourth 
chilli of eiglit children, horn in Rox])ury, Sep- 
temljer 17, 1742, married, Octoher .')0, 17()4, 
Dorothy Baker of Dedharn, Massachusetts. 
.Stephen, the eldest of eight children of Jacob, 
liornin Roxljurv, March 20, niio, died ^larcli, 
1821. He married Martlja Tileston. and had 
eiglit children, of whom Asa, father (if Gilhert 
A., horn in Roxhury, August 22, 17.S9, mar- 
ried Octohei' 12, 1815, Mary Hosnier, born in 
Chester, \'ermont, March 21, 1799, ilaughter 
of Amos and Sihhel (Parker) Hosmer, who 
came to Chester from Concord, Massachusetts. 
They had children as follows: Charles L., 
Martha T., and (lilliert A. Asa Da\'is came to 
Chester, A'ermont, in 1812, and died in Read- 
ing, January lo, 1873, at the home of jiis son. 
He was a hattej- by trade. His wife die<l in 
Chester, March 22, 1872. 

Gilbert A. Davis received liis education in 
the district school and at the Chester academv. 
When fifteen years of age he commenced 
teaching school in A^ermont, and in 1X.)2 \\ent 
to New Jersey, where for four years he taught 
in Port Colden and Belvidere, in \\'ari-en 



county, and at Mount Pleasant, in Hunterdon 
county. When in Belvidere he jjegan the 
study of law with .1. (i. Sliipman, a prominent 
lawyer of the latter [ilace. Upon his return to 
Chester he ciintinued the study with William 
Rounds. In lxr),S-l,sr)9 he studied in the 
office of \\'as]djurn iV: Marsli, at Woodstock, 
Vermont, and was admitted to the bai' in the 
May term of the latter year in his native 
county. lie remaineil with Washlairn it 
Mai'sh until March, ISHO. He then .•settled at 
Felchville, in Reading, where he first opened 
a law olttce, remaining there until .lune, 1879, 
when he I'emovcfl to ^\'inllsor. keejiing a 
Ijrancli ottice at Felchville. 




GILBERT A. DAVIS 

Mr. Davis has been iilcntihed politically 
with the republican party, anrl often a mem- 
ber of the of the c(>unty and State conventions. 
In 1858 and in ISCI he was assistant clerk of 
the house of re[iresentati\'es, being ;(ssigned to 
the: duly of making up the grand list. He 
was registrar of the Prtibate ('ourtof tin' ilis- 
trict of Winilsor, \'ernjont, fronr December 1, 
18(>4, to February, 1.SG9. hi addition to 
numerous minor offices he was town sujierin- 
tendent of schools, town agent, and auditor of 
Reading for ten consecutive years, I'epresented 
the town of Reading in the State legislature 
in 1872-1874 and 1874-7(), serving on the 
committee on education, of whieli he was 
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chairman at the latter session ; was State sena- 
tor in 1876-78, serving as chairman of the 
committee on education and on the judiciary, 
and State's attorney for Windsor county from 
December 1, 1878, to December 1, 1880. By 
appointment of Governor Peck he compiled 
the school laws of Vermont in 1875, and com- 
piled and published the "History of Keadin,if" 
in 1874, a pulilication requiring much patient 
research, ami by it has been gathereil manj' 
facts of local interest. He delivered the ora- 
tion at the centennial celebration of the settle- 
ment of Reading, in 1872, and was also orator 
on tlie occasion of the centennial celebration of 
the adoption of the constitution and the name 
of the State, held at Windsor, August 9, 1877. 
He was a delegate from Vermont to the anti- 
saloon conference held at Chicago in 1887, 
serving on the committee on credentials, and 
was acting delegate from \'ermont at the 
Chicago republican convention in 1.^8.^. He 
was identified actively with the public im- 
provements in Windsor: was one of the com- 
missioners to put in the water works, and was 
trustee of the village in 1889-1890: a director 
of the Windsor Electric Light company, arjd 
the president, treasurer, director, and the 
largest stockholder in the Windsor Machine 
company, a successful enterprise established in 
1888. and the largest resident ta.xpayer. Few 
men have Ijeen more often called upon to act 
as (idininistrator, executor, guar'lian. trustee. 
His legal practice took a wide range m the 
courts of A'ernioiit and New Hampshire, and 
in the United .States courts, and Ijefore the 
pension and treasury departments at Washing- 
ton. His Vermont .Supreijie t.'ourt practice 
commenced in 1864. with the case of Town vs. 
Lamphere. reported 37 \'ermont. '/I. February 
tern], 1864, and cases witli which he bar- been 
connectei] as counsel are to be found in nearly 
e\'erv volume of A'ermont reports -ince. and 
hi« briefs show careful study and preparation. 
He was for many years an officei' of the \'er- 
ruont Historical societv. and took an active 
interest in the preservation of tbe materials 
which go to make up the soui'Ce of the history 



of the State and the towns and county where 
he resided. He was a delegate to the trien- 
nial Congregational council held in Worcester, 
Massachu.setts, in 1889. He was a member of 
the \"ermont Commandery, Knights Templar. 

For many years Mr. Davis was active in the 
cau.se of temperance, having been frequently a 
speaker at temperance meetings, a member 
and officer of temperance organizations, the 
Sons of Tem})erance and I. 0. of (t. T., and 
twice elected a delegate from Vermont to the 
Right Worthy Grand Lodge of Good Templars. 

Mr. Davis was married, April 13, 1862, by the 
Rev, .1. T. Hanna, in the Methodist church at 
Turner, Du Page county, Illinois, to Delia I., 
daughter of Lemuel and Mary A. (Weaver) 
Bolles. Mrs. Davis was born in (4rafton, \'er- 
rnont, -January 13, 1840. They have had four 
cliildren, viz. : Charles Esek, born at Reading, 
.January 10, 1864, died at Turner, Illinois, Au- 
gust 24, l!S65; George Gilbert, born at Read- 
ing, December 7, 1866, died at Reading, Sep- 
tember 5, 1868; Mary Lsabella, born at Read- 
ing, -July 1, 1872, a graduate of Windsor High 
school, and of Smith college, Northampton, 
Massachusetts: and (Gilbert Franklin, born in 
Reading, -June 19, 1.S77. 



Q EWALL FL'LLAM. of Ludlow, was de- 
Vs_) scemled from Francis Fullam, who, at 
the age of fourteen years, came from his native 
place (Fullam's Place), near London, England, 
to Watei'town, Massac-husetts, in the year 1683, 
He l.iecame prominently identified with the 
interests of the Massachusetts Bay colony and 
was for many years judge of the Superior 
Colonial Court : anil also superintenilent of tbe 
Natick Indians, and for seventeen years occu- 
jiied a seat in tbe Cfilonial h^gislature. He 
iiad one son, named -lacolj, whose son, Francis, 
was tlie father of Timothy, who was one of the 
early settlers of the town of Cavendish, Ver- 
mont, Timothy had two sons, one of whou], 
Sewall. was the father of tlje suliject of this 
sketch. He was for eleven years a preacher 
in the Methodist church, ami after that period 
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united with the Free Will IJaptists. He mar- 
ried Mehitable Harris, wlio also traced her 
ancestry to Francis Fullam, as tlie latter's 
daughter married Natlianiel Harris, wlio was 
Mrs. Fullam's great-grandfatlier. By tiiis 
marriage there were six children, of whom 
Sewall was the eldest, and was horn in Caven- 
dish, ^"ermont, April 7, 1799. 

Mr. Fullam's early life was spent in his 
native town, and in Reading, \\^rmont, wdiere 
his father removed, having only the advan- 
tages of the local schools in which to oljtain an 
education. For the means of ohtaining a live- 
lihood he ai)prenticed liimself to learn the 
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trade of carpenter. Having a fondness for 
books, he Ijecame a great reader, and his leisure 
hours were spent in study, and being endowed 
with a retentive memory, he thereby accumu- 
lated a greater store of practical knowledge 
than the majority of men obtain. Mr. Fullam 
having a ^^ersonal acquaintance with Reuben 
Washburn, a sketch of whose life appears in 
this work, he Ijorrowed from him law books, 
and by diligent study at home, soon made 
himself so proficient that he was able to meet 
in legal debate any of the brethren of his 
chosen profession. He became a resident of 



Ludlow, April llj, 1828, ami besides being en- 
gaged at his trade, devoted more or less of his 
time to legal business until 18;56, when he be- 
came a. member of the Windsor county bar. 
From this time until his death, November 26, 
1876, he continued to reside in Ludlow, and 
was one of the most })rominent members of the 
bar of his native county, having as his col- 
leagues such men as Judge Jacob Collamer, 
Hon. Andrew Tracy, of Woodstock, and Hon. 
Asa Aiken, of Windsoi'. Mr. Fullam was a 
man of imposing appearance, l)eing five feet, 
eleven incites in height, and an average weight 
of two hundred and twenty-two pounds. He 
rej)resented Ludlow in the .State legislature 
from 1834 to 1841 inclusive, and a number of 
sessions was chairman of the judiciary commit- 
tee ; was a meml)er of the constitutional con- 
vention of 1843, State's attorney in 1842-1843, 
1847-1848. Mr. Fullam was married Novem- 
ber 17, 1825, to Miss Eunice Howe Goddard, 
of Reading, ^^ermont, and their family con- 
sisted of five children, viz. : Elizabetli Goddard, 
wife of Ervin J. Whitcond:), of Ludlow ; Can- 
dace Lucretia, widow of Rev. J. 0. Skinner, a 
Universalist minister, residing at Waterville, 
Maine; ^'olvey Sewall, Benoni Buck, and 
Eunice ^"ictoria, wife of Marcus A. Spaulding, 
of Ludlow. 



ANDREW TRACY. Tliomas Tracy, the 
grandfatlicr of Andrew, came from 
Windham, Connecticut, to Hartford, A'ermont, 
in 1776. He had a sou James who was born 
in Windham, January 2.S, 1760, and on Octo- 
Ijer 22, 1795, married Mercy Richmond, of 
Barnard. She was born in Taunton, i\Iassa- 
chusetts, June 15, 1772. Of their family of 
five children, Andrew, the second child, was 
born in Hartford, December 15, 1797. He at- 
tended the academies in Royalton and Ran- 
dolph, and decided to study a profession rather 
than follow his father's occupation of a farmer. 
Having comiiletcd the preparatory .studies, he 
entered Dartmouth college, wdiere he re- 
mained two vears. At this time his intimate 
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friend, Leonard Marsh, who was a classmate, 
withdrew from the college on account of trou- 
ble with his eyes. Mr. Tracy, preferring not 
to be separated from his friend, left college at 
the same time. The two went to New York 
State, where for two years Mr. Tracy taught 
school in Troy. In September, 1822, at the 
request of his father he returned to Hartford, 
and became a student in the law office of 
George E. ^\'ales, and in 1826 was admitted to 
the bar. He first practiced his profession in 
Quechee village, but he soon Ijccarne interested 
in politics and was elected a member of the 
legislature from Hartfonl in ISo.j, and for the 
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ANDREW TRACY. 



four succeeding years. On the organization of 
the whig party lie united with the .same and 
engaged earnestly in the discussions whicli 
were constantly arising over the political 
(juestions of the day, an<l from his swift and 
ready way of siieaking, from the force and 
compactness of his exjiression and tlie keen- 
ness of his sarcasm, he was well ijualified for 
such deflates. At the close of the year l8.'>7 
he removed to Woodstock arjd entered into co- 
partnership with Norman Williams, .January 
1, 1.S3S, which partnership continued till .June 
15. 18-'J9. iJuring the month of Decemliei'. 



1840, he formed a co-partnership with Julius 
Converse, under the firm name of Tracy & 
Converse, and on August 20, 1849, James 
Barrett was admitted as partner under the firm 
name of Tracy, Converse & Barrett. This 
partnership continued in active professional 
work till November 25, 185:3, when Mr. Tracy 
retired from the firm. He was elected in 1842 
to represent the town of Wood.stock in the leg- 
islature and was made speaker of the house, 
which position he held for the two succeeding 
years. In 1852 he was elected representative 
to congress, but as neither the clnnate nor the 
political atmosphereof Washington suited him, 
at the close of his term of service he declined 
a re-election. He was never married. He 
died in Woodstock, October 28, 1868. 



ASHAEL PECK, lawyer, justice, gov- 
ernor, private citizen, the son of Squire 
and Elizabeth (Godard) Peck, was born in 
Royalston, Massachu.setts, in 1803. Twenty- 
one generations of the Peck ancestry traces 
the family back through Joseph Peck, the 
Puritan, to John Peck, Bolton, Yorksliire, 
England. Squire Peck was an agriculturist 
and in 1806 moved with his family to Mont- 
peliei', where he settled on a farm am] pros- 
pered sufficiently to give his son the ailvant- 
ages of higher education. 

Ashael Peck was not considered brilliant as 
a boy. nor in later years was he looked upon as 
an orator or a leader of men, but be was a 
student. His early education was obtained in 
the district school: his college preparatorv 
work in Washington county (Grammar school, 
and the .standing attaineil in tlie latter insti- 
tution enabled him to enter the sophmore 
class of tlie Universitv of \'ermont. Desirinf^ 
to perfect himself in the French language, he 
left the university in 1824, and entered the 
home of a college president in Canada. Later 
he studied law in the office of his brother, 
Nathan Peck, of Hinesburgh ; then with 
Bailey and Marsh, at Burlington, and was ad- 
mitted to practice in 1832. Mr. Peck's first 
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law partner was Archibald Hyde, and later lie 
associated himself with D. A. Smalley. In 
1851 he was elected judge of the Circuit Court 
of Vermont, holding the otHce until 1857, at 
which date he again took up the practice of 
his profession. However, being a good rea- 
soner and devoted to the right, the people 
elected him to the .Supreme Bench in 1 8(j0 
and he continued in that position until his 
electioii as governor in 1874. 

As governor, Mr. Peck's acts for tlie most 
part were sach as to endear hiTn to tlie later 
generations rather than his contemporaries, 
yet lie made remarkably few enemies. He was 
safe, quiet, unostentatious, courteous, and \\'ithal 
never lost sight of the final results of his acts. 
During his incumbency he earned the title of 
"Father of the house of correction," which 
institution was established in ^'ermont through 
his efforts. 

Being a democrat in early life, a free-soiler 
for a short period, and later one of the origi- 
nators of the present re[iublican party, he was 
nevertheless consistent and only changed his 
opinions after examining a matter in the same 
thorough manner as he would a law case 
when on the bench. He always [relieved in 
no compromise with the slavery party during 
the Civil war and tlie reconstruction jieriod ; 
was profoundly religious and a great ISilde 
student. Mr. Peck never married. He died 
May 18, 1879. 



position of principal of the Little Falls acad- 
emy at Little Falls, New York, being engaged 
there two years. While filling the above posi- 
tion his leisure hours were employed in study- 
ing law in the office of Judge Arphaxed 
Loomis, a prominent attorne}' of Little Falls. 
Mr. Walker came to Ludlow in the fail of 
1860 and completed his studies with Hon. F. 
C. Robbins, and liecame a member of the 
Windsor county bar in the fall of 1861. The 
practice of his profession was commenced in 
Ludlow the year he was admitted. He filled 
various positions of political and judicial trust 
in his town and State. He was assistant sec- 




Wll.LIAM H. WALKER. 



WILLIAM HARRIS WALKI]R was 
born in Windham, Vermont, Feb- 
ruary 2, 1832, and is the second son of Eph- 
raim and Lydia (Harrisj Walker. His mother 
was a sister of the late Judge William Harris, 
for whom our suljject was named. After at- 
tending the Leland academy of Townshend, 
A'ermont, for one term, he entered Black River 
academy in 1852, wdiere he remained one 
year. His classical education was obtained at 
Middlebury college, from wliich he graduated 
with full honors, afterward being one of its 
trustees for many years. He accepted the 



retary of the senate in 1857, member of the 
Vermont house of representatives of 1865-1866 
and 1884, member of the State senate from 
Windsor county in l.S(;7-18G8, State's attorney 
in 1874-1876, supervisor of the insane 1878- 
1880, probate judge of Windsor district from 
1878 to 1884, and in the latter year was 
elected by the legislature a member of the 
Supreme bench, which jiosition he was obliged 
to resign in 1S.S7 on account of ill health. 
Judge Walker married Ann Eliza, daughterof 
Dr. Ardain G. Taylor, of Ludlow. Frank A., 
a son of that union, was born in Londonderry, 
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Vermont, March 7, 1860. He took an 
academical course at Black River academ}-; 
graduated from Middlebury college in 1882. 
He studied law with his father and Martin H. 
Goddard, and became a member of the Wind- 
sor county bar in 1886. He married Miss 
Jennie A. Lelaiid. 



LL'KE POTTER POLAND, chief justice 
of A'ermont Supreme Court, United States 
senator, and representative in congress: was 
born at Westford, Vermont, November 1. 1815, 
his parents Luke anil Nancy (Potter) Poland, 
having moved from their ^lassachusetts home 
into ^^ermont the previous year. He died at 
Waterville, Vermont, .July 2, 1887. 

His early advantages were quite limited, in- 
cluding only a common school education until 
he was twelve years old, when he entered a 
country store at Waterville for two years. 
Tlie three following years Ije spent with his 
father on the farm, and in running a saw 
mill. This latter fact gave him an opportun- 
ity to facetiously remark in after life, that he 
was "educated in a saw mill." He then at- 
tended .Jericho academy five months. This 
completed his school advantages liut not his 
education. 

His active, attentive mind had receievil 
development from may sources. lie was 
physically as well as mentally strong ami well 
develoi)ed. The succeeding year he taught 
school successfully in Morrisville, when lie 
entered upon the study of law in the office of 
Judge Samuel A. ^\'illard. He was admitted 
to the bar in 1836. at the age of twenty-one 
years, and practiced his profession for twelve 
years in Morrisville. Jn 1848, though a free 
soil democrat, he was elected judge of the 
Supreme Court over a whig competitor l)y a 
whig legislature. lie suljsequently received 
seventeen successive elections. He was elected 
chief justice in lx6(i. and held the office until 
he resigned in ls65, to accept the appointment 
to the United States senate. 

Bv intuition apparently, Ijut really by close 



and vigorous application, he mastered the 
broader principles of the law. He was greatly 
aided in applying them \)\ the knowledge of 
common affairs early gained, and Ijy his broad 
discriminating common sense. He was quick 
to di.scover tlie controlling element in the facts 
of a case, which made a principle applicable 
or inapplicable. Clear in comprehension he 
stated his views forcibly and M-ith remarkable 
clearness. His plain, pointed discriminating 
charges are today a tradition among the ^"e^- 
mont bar. His presence was fine, his bearing 
courtly, his self-command great. He liad 
withal enough of the natural school master to 
command and maintain the best of order, even 
in the heat of conflict. 

Hon. James Barrett, many years Judge 
Poland's a.ssociate at the bar and upxjn the 
bench, wrote concerning him, " In thirty 
years conversancy with the bench and bar of 
A'ermont, it has not been my fortune to know 
any other instance in which the presiding 
judge in his nisi prius circuit, has been so uni- 
formly and l_)y the spontaneous acquiescence 
of the l;ar. so emphatically the 'end of the 
law' in all things appertaining to the Jjusiness 
of these courts. As judge of the Supreme 
Court setting in banc his adaptedness to the 
place was equally manifest. His mastery of 
the principles of the law, his discriminating 
apprehension of tlie principles involved in the 
specific case in hand, his facility in developing 
liy logical ]>rocess ami practical illustrations 
the proper applications ami results of these 
]irinciples, are \'ery strikingly carried in the 
judicial opinions drawn up by him, contained 
in the A'ermont rejiorts. His memorv of cases 
in which particular jioints have been decided 
is extraordinary, and his memory is accom- 
panieiJ Ijy a very full and accurate apprehen- 
sion of the very points, and grounds and rea- 
son of tJie judgment. Some of the cases in 
which he drew the opinion of the court stand 
forth as leading cases, and his treatment of the 
subject involved ranks with the best specimens 
of judicial disquisition." 

While in the senate he inaugurated the 
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greatest work of his congressional career — the 
revision and consolidation of the statutes of 
the United States. Hon. Lorin lUodgett said 
of this work, that it was entitled to "rank 
Cjuite distinct from, if not higher, than any 
previous work of the kind known to histoi'v." 
Both the house and senate accepted the work 
as it came from Ids hands, and it hecame law 
June 3, 1874. 

At the expiration of his term in the senate 
he was elected as representative to congress 
and remained there until ^^al■ch, 1S75. He 
concludeil the work of the revision of the law 
Itegun while in the senate. He was chair- 

man of the committee ap})ointed to investigate 
the ku-klux-klan outrages. The exposure 
made, practically hroke up the organization 
and was of inestimalile value to southei-n pro- 
gress. He was also chairman of the important 
committee appointed to investigate tlie trans- 
actions of the Credit ]\Iobilier company. The 
investigation occupied several months, and the 
unanimous re}iort created much excitement in 
political and social circles. 

During the reconstruction period he was 
also conspicuous. He was chairman of a 
special committee raised to investigate the 
state of affairs in Arkansas. He supported the 
majority report of the committee in a very 
able speech. After a shar]) tight the re[)0rt 
was sustained by a majority of seventy, a 
result which createil no little surprise as the 
fight had been very vigorous, and it was 
known that the result would be unpalatable 
to the executive. 

Ill these ten years of his congressional life, 
no other member of eitlier branch of congress 
was so intimately identified with so many nn- 
portant measures. In LSTt) he was made 
chairman of the Vermont delegation to the 
republican national convention, and in some 
quarters was suggested for both the offices of 
president and vice-president. 

In 1882 he was again elected to congress 
and served one term. While not engaged in 
congressional duties he serveil his state and 
town in many repi'esentative positions. He 



was jiresident of the First National bank of 
yt. .lolmsbury, from its organization to the 
time of his death, a i)eriod of nearly thirty 
years. lie was an active and prominent 
member of the American Bar association, and 
was chairman of its executive comnnttee from 
its organization until his deatli. 

Judge Poland mai'ried in l.s;]8 Miss Martha 
iS. Page, daughter of Dr. William Page of 
Waterville, \"ermont. He married the second 
time, the sister of his first wife, Miss Adelia H. 
Page, who survived him but eight months. 
Four children were l)Orn of the first marriage, 
three daughters and one son, Martin L., who 
graduated from ^\"est Point, and was captain 
in the U. S. army. He died in 1878. 

Isaliel, the youngest daughter, is the only 
child living, and is the wife of Henry Otis 
C'ushman of Boston. 



GUY CHAPLIN NOBLE was born in 
Franklin, \'ermont, October 9, 1839. 
At the age of eleven years he became a student 
at Franklin academy, and three j'ears later 




GUY C. NOIILE. 



entered the (dassical course at the New Hamp- 
ton institute at Fairfax, from which institution 
he graduated, and at the age of nineteen 



52 



THE JUDICIARY AND THE BAR OF NEW ENGLAND. 



entered Harvard Law school. He was grad- 
uated with the class of 1861, and admitted to 
the bar at the September term of Franklin 
county court the same year. Mr. Noble was a 
thorough student, and applying himself dili- 
gently to professional work he soon took high 
rank at the bar. In October, 1862, the law- 
firm comprised of Mr. Noble and .Julian H. 
Dewey, his brother-in-law, was formed and 
continued until the death of the latter. Among 
those associated with him in later years was 
Edward Curtis Smith, son of the Hon. .John 
Gregory Smith, and the firm of Noble & Smith, 
when broken by the death of Mr. Noble, May 
21, 1889, had a reputation second to few, if 
any, in the State. Mr. Noble was a stalwart 
republican, and though possessing no inclina- 
tion for office has held many positions of honor 
and trust in the town and State. He was for 
over twenty-two years attorney for the Central 
A'ermont railroad, and during his professional 
career was associated with much of the best 
legal talent of the State. 



WILLIAM MORRILL PINCRY, of 
Weathersfield, was Ijorn at Salis- 
bury, New Hampshire, May 28, 180(j, being 
the second son of William and Mary (Morrill) 
Pingry. He studied law with Samuel I. 
Wells of his native town, also wit)] the firm of 
Shaw & Chandler, of Danville, A'ermont. He 
became a member of the Caledonia county bar 
in .June, 1832, and commenced the practice of 
his profession at Waitsfiehl. A'errnont, where 
he remained nine years. In 1841 he came to 
Perkinsville, Vermont, and excepting from 
November, 18.)4, to August, 1857, when he 
was cashier of the White River bank at Bethel, 
A^ermont, always resided there and followed 
his profession until his death in May. 1885. 
M]\ Pingrv was State amlitor of A'ermont from 
1853 to 1860, was county commissioner, was 
a member of the \"ermont house of represent- 
atives in 1S60-61 and 1868, and a memljer of 
the senate of 1^<69 and 1870, was assistant 
judge in ^\'ashington and Windsor counties. 



and also a member of the constitutional con- 
vention of 1850. His iieart was warmly en- 
listed in the anti-slavery cause, with which he 
was identified at an early period, he being one 
of the "319" \'ermonters who voted for James 
G. Birney, as a presidential canditate in 1840, 
when the total liberty party vote in the United 
States was 7,059. He was a consistent church 
member and was for forty years deacon of the 
Baptist church and for almost thirty-five years 
superintendent of the Sabbath school. The 
records of the Vermont Baptists for forty-five 
years or more show that his counsels were 
sought by that denomination throughout the 




WILLIAM M PINGRY. 

State. He served his brethren often as presid- 
ing officer of different organizations, also on 
various Ijoards of trust, on important com- 
mittees, and at ecclesiastical councils. He 
was the first jiresident of the A'errnont Baptist 
Saljljath school convention organized in 1870. 
As a corporate member of the board of trustees 
of the A ermont acadeiny. he was chosen the 
first president and held the office till his death. 
Lie collected much valuable material for the 
town history of Weather-field. A volume 
entitled, '-A Genealogical Record of the 
Descendants of Moses Pengry of Ipswich, 
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Massachusetts, so far as Ascertained, (Collected 
and Arranged by William M. Pingry," and 
published in 1881, is the result of labor extend- 
ing through seven years. 

Mr. Pingry married, first, Lucy G. Brown, 
and their two children are INIary Helen, wife 
of Dr. Orvis F. Bigelow of Amherst, Massa- 
chusetts, and Gratia Maria, wife of Cyrus G. 
Boynton of Los Angeles, California. He 
married, second, Mrs. Lucy C. Richardson, 
nee Carpenter. Mr. Pingry in 1860 received 
the honorary degree of ALister of Arts from 
Dartmouth collee-e. 



HENPY RUSSELL START, born in 
Bakerstield, \'ermont, December 2.S, 
1845, is the youngest son in a family of six 
sons of Simeon <;. and Mary S. (Barnes) Start. 
His grandfather, Moses Start, was originally 
from Massachusetts, and was among the early 




HENRY R. START. 

settlers of Bakerstield. Mr. Start attended the 
district schools of his native town and was for 
one year a student at Barre academy, Barre, 
Vermont, but he finished his academical course 
at the North academy of Bakerstield, \'er- 
moiit. During the Civil war he was a mem- 



ber of Company A, third regiment, Vermont 
volunteers. \\\ l8(iG he commenced the study 
of law with M. R. Tylei-, of Bakersfield, and 
became a member of the Franklin county bar 
at the April term of court in 1867. He com- 
menced tlie practice of his profession in No- 
vember, 1867, at Bakersfield, where he con- 
tinued till January 1, 1881, when he formed a 
co-partnership with H. G. Edson and A. P. 
Cross, at St. Albans, under the firm name of 
Edson, Cross &. Start. Mr. Start retained his 
residence at ]5akersfield, and after three years 
the senior member of his firm retired. The 
remaining mcml^ers continued as partners until 
Deceml)er 1, 1890, when the partnersliip was 
dissolved. In politics Mr. Start has always 
attiliated witb tlie I'epublican party. He has 
held vai'ious tiiwn oftices, was State's attorney 
h'om December, 1876, to December, 1878, was 
member of the N'ermont senate in 1880, was 
one of the trustees of the Averment Reform 
school from Deceml>er, 18S0, to December, 
1888, was presi<lential elector in 1888, and 
represented liakersHeld in the legislature of 
LS90 and was elected speaker of that Itody. 
He was elected by the same legislature a 
member of the Supreme Bench of Vermont 
and took bis oatb of office December 1, 1890. 
•Judge Start married Ellen S., daughter of 
Stillman and Sarah E. Houghton. Slie died 
.Julv 12, 1890. 



CHARLES MARSH, one of the brightest 
of W'rmiiiit's notcil lawyers, was born 
in Lehaudii, ( 'onnccticut, .kily 10, 176'5. J'lx- 
cci)t in patclics, \'cniiont was a wilderness 
wben bis parents nidved to that State, l)ut the 
(Hstrict scbool was there and in it young 
Marsh gaineil bis (^arly and college prepai'atoiy 
education. He gj'aduated from Dartmouth 
in 1786, one of the leaders of his class, and 
immediately entered upon the study of law. 
After admission he settled in Woodstock, Ver- 
mont, and immediately commenced the prac- 
tice of his [)rofession. Pie was industrious, 
bad a strong anal\-tical mind, and soon gained 
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the confidence of the community and a large 
business. He was a well-read lawyer and liis 
opinions were regarded as good authority. 
For fifty years he was a tower of strength in 
his profession, becoming the senior member of 
the bar of Vermont. In 1797 President Wash- 
ington appointed him district attorney of the 
State and later he was elected to congress as a 
federalist, serving one term 1815-1817. Dur- 
ing his term at Washington he helped to 
organize the American Colonization society; 
during his wiiole business life was a liberal 
contributor to church and Bible societies; was 
president of the Vermont Bible society ; vice- 
president of the American I5il)Ie society ; vice- 
president of the American Educational society. 
During his long career of j)rofessional work 
he was distinguislied and respected no less for 
the excellence of his social character and for 
his judgment in all public matters, than for 
his talents and integrity in the business affairs 
of his chosen vocation. A contemporary said 
of him: "Possessing brilliant and highly 
cultivated powers of mind, united witli habits 
of patient and zealous api)lication, Mr. Mai-sli 
rose to an eminence in the profession. His 
style of sjieaking was elevated and connnand- 
ing, rich in the higher graces of oratory, and 
at the same time argumentative and conviuc- 
ing." 



GEORGE PERKINS MARSH represented 
his government in foreign courts longer 
than any otlier American diplomatist. lie was 
the son of tliat famous lawyer, Charles Marsh, 
whose memoir appears in this work, and was 
born in Woodstock, Vermont, March 15, 1801, 
and died in Italy July 23, 1882. In his early 
life he had exceptional educational advantages 
and early showed his skill in mastering lan- 
guao-es. In 1820 he was graduated from 
Dartmouth and immediately began the read- 
ing of law in Burlington. Even before his 
admission to the bar he became active in poli- 
tics, but the first prominent }iuljlic oHice he 



held was in 1835, when he was elected to the 
Vermont legislature, and at the same time 
was a member of the Vermont supreme execu- 
tive council. In 1842 he went as a whig to 
congress, where he served until 1849, resign- 
ing in that year to accept an appointment as 
minister to Turkey. Mr. Marsh remained 
there until 1853, during which time he was 
also sent by liis government on a special mis- 
sion to Greece. In 1857 the governor of Ver- 
mont asked him to act on a committee, the 
oljject of which was to gain information as to 
the best methods for the artificial propagation 
of fish. Mr. Marsh was api)ointed the first 
United States minister to the new kingdom of 
Italy in 1861, and it is said he had a greater 
personal prestige with the Italian government 
than any other foreign re].)resentative. 

Harvard honored itself as well as Mr. Marsh 
when it conferred on hiin the degree of LL. D. 
in 1859; likewise Dartmouth in 1860. In his 
study of languages special attention was given 
to those of northern Europe, and it is said his 
collection of Scandinavian literature, now 
owned Ijy tlie Univei'sity of ^'ermont, was the 
largest in the world outside tlie Scandinavian 
countries — a strange fact considering his 
diplomatic work was confined to soutliern 
Europe. 

As an author Mr. Marsh commanded con- 
siderable influence and attention, his most 
widcdy known works being: "A Comjiendious 
(irannnar of OIil Northern and Icelandic Lan- 
guage," 183<S; "The Camel, His Organization, 
Habits and Uses, Considei'ed with Reference to 
His Introduction Into tiie United States," 
1856; " Lectui'cs on English Language," 1861; 
" Origin and History of the English Language 
and the Early Literature It Embodies," 1862; 
American edition of Hensleigh Wedgwood's 
"Dictionary of English Etymology," 1862; 
"Man and Nature, or Physical Geography as 
Modified l.iy Human Action," 1864. 

Mr. Marsh was married in 1838 to Caroline 
Crane, of Berklev, Massachusetts. 
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(^AMUEL AMES,* chief justice of the State 
wO of Rhode Isluiul. A monument in 
Swan Point cemetery l.iears the following- 
inscription: 

SAMUEL AMES, 

During nine years Chief Justice of the State of 

Rhode Island. 

Born Septemher 6th, 1806. 

Died Decemher 20th, 186.5. 

Upright, Fearless, Learned, Just, Sincere. 

Rarely has an eiiitaj)h come so near telling 
the truth, the whole truth, and notliing but 
the truth. 

When a man of mark dies, especially if he 
be stricken down suddenly in early life or in 
middle age, there is very apt to be a Inirst of 
eulogy which does him injustice by hiding his 
real merit. This was easily oliserved in the 
case of the man of whom we often and justly 
speak as the Great Chief Justice. 

I was absent from the State wlien he died, 
and as I read in the newsjjapers what was said 
about him, I thought that the future historian 
from tliese materials would hardly be able to 
distinguish between this man and any other 
great lawyer and judge. And yet lie was a 
man who, if truly described, would present a 
<rrand historical figure. "Paint me as 1 am," 

* By Abraham Payne. 



said Cromwell to the artist, "if you leave out 
a scar or a wrinkle, I will not pay you a shill- 
ing." Such directions would Samuel Ames 
have given to any one who sliould attempt to 
speak of him after his death. If his statue 
were set up at the public expense or by private 
subscription in the scene of liis labors as coun- 
selor and judge, it would give the world 
assurance of a num. Everything about him 
was [lositive and strong. 

His consciousness of his own great powers 
made him frequently impatient in dealing 
with men of less capacity. His own sense of 
honor kindled his wratli against meanness in 
every form. His sense of justice filled him 
with anger, both dural)le and vehement, 
against evei'v form of injustice. 

His intellect, ])0werful and rapid, could ill 
brook contact with men whose peree[)tions 
were iluU. His great learning sometimes pro- 
vokeil contempt for men of more limited at- 
tainments. Of course such a man in the dis- 
charge of his duties would make enemies as 
well as friends. 

1 shall not attempt, of course, any biography 
f)f Mr. Ames, oi' any formal estimate of his 
abilities, his character, or his service to his 
native State. I confine myself to some things 
which reiriaiu in my memory of him. 

1 first saw him, a young man on Westmins- 
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ter street. His athletie figure, his elastic step, 
his careful dress, attracted \\\\ attention, and 
on inquiry I \Yas told that he was first among 
the rising young lawyers of the State. 

I next saw him in the old court room after 
the candles were lighted in the evening. Chief 
Justice Joli Durfee and his associates, Hale and 
Staples, were on the ])ench. John Whipple, 
Richard Wanl Green, General A. C. (ireen and 
Thomas F. Carpenter, were seated within the 
har. Samuel Y. Atwell was addressing the 
court upon some motion, and prolialily \\\{\i 
quite unnecessary eloquence. Mr. Ames sprang 
to his feet and stepping forward interrupted 
jMr. Atwell with: "May it please your honor, 
have we not heard enough of this rhodomon- 
tade'.'"' I think 1 have heard this word used 
on no other occasion. I rememher well the 
expression of ^Ir. Atwell as he turned and 
fixed his eyes upon his young frieml, hut he 
took no otlier notice of the interruption. 

I next saw Mr. Ames at the Ijoanling house 
of Ahiry Ann Smith. Among his fellow 
l>oarders \^"ere Sanmel Curry, ('harles S. Ih'ad- 
ley, John Oldfield, Edward II. Hazard, and 
myself. Wlule waiting in the ante-room for 
jNIary xVnn to announce tliat our meals were 
ready, it A\"as our delight to listen to Mr. Ames. 
His talk took a wil<l range over suljjects grave 
and gay. He ^^•as equally at home on ques- 
tions of literature, law, and theology, and in 
his lighter moods, A^diether in sai'castic vein or 
more genial humor, he was irresistible. 

He was tlien superintendent of the Sunrlay 
school at St. Steplien's chui'ch, and as he 
started of a Sunday morning, in his lieavy lion 
skin overcoat, flith his 15ihle under his arm, 
for his duties at tlie school, he reminded me of 
those churchmen of the middle age, who, 
though unmindful of the duties to which they 
wei'e s})ecially consecrated, were yet more at 
home wdien entrusted with the comnmnd of 
armies. 

In 1846 I \\'as associated with Air. Ames as 
liis junior })artner, and had daily intercdurse 
with him fiir fi\'e or six years, at the end of 
w liich time lie 0})ened for a \\liile a hnv office 



in Boston. 

In 1856 he was elected to the ottice of chief 
justice, which office he held for nine years, and 
did not long survive his resignation, which 
was caused l)y his failing health. A more 
honorable man I have never known. A more 
learned lawyer I have neither known jior read 
about. xV judge more anxious to do his whole 
duty never adorned any bench. No man had 
stronger or more tender affections. 

Burke said of his friend. Lord Keppel: 
"Though it never showed itself in insult to 
any lunuan being. Lord Kejipel was somewhat 
high." I have often thought of this expres- 
sion in connection with Mi'. Ames. With his 
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peculiar temperament, it \\as dilhcult at times 
to be entirely just in the contest at the bar or 
when listening wearily on the bench to tlie 
endless tongues of lawyers. But no man had 
a kinder heart or felt more keen regret when 
he knew he had hurt the feelings of another 
man. On one occasion when I told him that 
an old member of the liar ^^•as hurt by some- 
tliing he had said, tlie tears came into his own 
eyes as Ik- said: "I'oor fellow: I am afraid he 
has reached the time when a grasshopper is a 
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burden," and innnediately went to the man 
and made an ample aixjlogy. < )nce wlien he 
had lost his temper at the bar, I sai<l to him: 

"I am sorry that you treated in that 

manner." He replied, "I am sorry, too; luit 
you see I could not help it." I hesitate to re- 
peat anecdotes about ]\Ir. Ames; there are still 
among the living so many men whose memory 
of him is as vivid as mine, and whose powers 
of analysis and description are much greater. 

As I bring this notice to a close, I remem- 
ber the last interview- I had with him. For 
some time before he resigned the office of chief 
justice it was obvious to me as it was to all his 
friends, that his healtli was failing and it 
would be wise for him to rest from his judicial 
labors at least for a time. He was not fully 
conscious of his own infirmities, and he was 
very anxious to do his wliole duty. Some of 
the toadies who always hover around a great 
man, told him that some of his friends thought 
that he ought to suspend his labors, and this 
produced a coolness between him and some of 
these friends, including mvself ()w% mornino; 
when I entered the court room he came down 
from the bench and taking me into the jury 
room said: "Payne, I am going to resign this 
olHce." I replied, "I am very glad to hear it- 
if you will give yourself absolute rest for a 
year, I tliink you will be restored to health." 
He tlien requested my services in a little mat- 
ter of business, the old friendly relations were 
restored, we shook hands, and I never saw him 
again. 

During all the years which have passed 
since his death, there have not been many 
days when I have not recalleil many pleasant 
memories of my long intimacy with Mr. Ames; 
and it gives me pjleasure to think that if he 
knows anything of me now, he knows that 
from first to last I was an admirer of his aljilitv 
and his character and also was one of Ijis faith- 
ful friends. 

I must allude to one incident \^dlich i.s fresh 
in my recollection. Most of my readers will 
remember the Hazard and Ives controversy. 
I have no desire to disturlj the ashes that have 



gathered o\'er it. In the course of it some 
charges were made against Mr. jVmes, in his 
capacity as rejiorter of the decisions of the 
Supreme Court, wdiich were under investiga- 
tion before a, committee of the general assem- 
bly. He was inviteil to api)ear Ijefore the 
committee by counsel, and had a long and full 
consultation as to his line of defense. At the 
hearing before the committee, before his coun- 
sel could rise, Mr. iVmes arose and said: "Gen- 
tlemen, when my honor is called in question 
I cannot consent to entrust my defense to any 
other arm than my own." I am sure that all 
wdio listened to him for the next fifteen 
nnnutes felt that his defense was perfect. 

It seemed to me at the time that every man 
ill the room was dwarfed in the presence of 
the (h'eat Chief .Justice. 



JOB DURFEE, jurist, student, author and 
one of Rhode Island's foremost sons, was 
born in Tiverton, in that State, September 20, 
1790, and died .July 2(j, 1847, in the fifty- 
seventh year of his age. His father, of Rhode 
Island ancestry, was a soldier in the Revolu- 
tion, engaged in the battle of Bunker Hill, 
afterwards studied law and became chief jus- 
tice of the Court of Common Ideas. Judge 
Durfee's eaily life was S})ent in the family 
liome near Tiverton lieights, overlooking some 
of the finest [)ortions of Narragansett bay. As 
a youth he was an eager and thoughtful reader 
and acquired a gof)d preliminary education, 
fitting for college in I5ristol, Rhode Island. 
He was graduated at Brown university with 
high honors in 1813, and among his class- 
mates «ere many men who after\\ards became 
prominent, including Zachariali Allen, LL. 1)., 
Rev. Romeo Elton, D. 1>., Rev. Joel 
Hawes, D. D., Rev. Enoch I'ond, D. D., and 
Rev. Th(.imas Shepard, 1). H. 

He early develo[ied rare poetic talent and 
the year following his graduation delivered a 
poem, "The A'ision of Petrarch," Ixdore the 
Uniteil Brothers society (if the university. 
Shortlv after his graduation he delivered a 
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Fourth of July oration. .Iuil<j,e Durfee studied 
law under the direction of his father, with 
whom he continued after his admission to 
practice. 

A^ery early in his career in entered polit- 
ical life and in 1816 was elected to the gen- 
eral asseml)ly from his native town, holding 
this olfice Ijy re-election four consecutive 
j'ears and winning considerahle distinction as 
a sound and ready deluitor. In 1S2() he was 
elected a representative to the United .States 
congress and served until 1S25, gaining a 
national reputation for ahility as a legislator. 
In 1826 lie was returned to the general 
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assemhly, and in Octolier, 1827. was cliosen 
speaker of the house, a position wdiicli he 
filled with grace and acceptance until May, 
1829, when he refused a re-election to tlie 
assemlily. In 18.'>3 lie was elected associate 
justice of tlie Ithode Island Supreme (_'ourt 
and in .)une, 1835, hecame chief justice. 
Through the trying period of the "Dorr" 
reljellion he administered tlie ilutics of this 
high office with honor to himself and credit 
to the State, holding the otHce until his death. 
•Judge Durfee was a prolific autlioi'. the first 
edition of his poem ■■^\dlat T'lieei-" \\"as laought 



out in 1832 and met an enthusiastic reception 
in England, winning golden oitinions from 
the critics and even from John Foster in the 
famous " Eclectic Review." In .January, 1836, 
he delivered Ijefore the Riiode Island Historical 
society two marked lectures on ahoriginal 
history, and a year later l.iefore the Massachu- 
setts Historical society a lecture on the "Idea 
of the Supernatural Among the Aborigines." 
His memorable charge on treason, printed and 
widely circulated, was delivered liefore the 
Grand jury during the excitement occasioned 
by the " Dorr" war. He delivered an eloquent 
oration on the " Progress of Ideas " before the 
Phi Beta Kajipa Society of Brown university 
in 1843. His largest and most labored prose 
work, "Panidea," first a[)peared in 1846 under 
the pseudonym of Theoptes. The work was 
profoumlly metaphysical and evinced the great 
intellectual power of the author: yet it failed 
to attract wide attention. IJie winter preced- 
ing his death he delivered an alile address on 
the ■■ Rhode Island Idea of (io\'ernment." In 
all his \\-ritings liis pure and solid character 
stanils cons[iicuous and his life, so full of activ- 
ity and usefulness, justly won a nol>le and 
enduring niclie in Rliode Island history. 

"Judge Durfee married, in 1820. Judith Bor- 
den, daughter of Simeou Borden and seven 
children were l.iorn to them: the oldest son. 
Thonuis l)urfee, ex-chief justice of the Supreme 
C'ourt of tlie State rif Rhode Island, now re- 
sides in Providence. 

Juilge Durfee reipiested that his tomlistone 
should lie engraved \\'itli the Rliorle Island 
coat (if arms and these words. '-His trust was. 
and is, in (iod." 



TIJ(.).MAS DURFEE, Providence, Rhode 
Islaml. ex-chief justice of tlie Supreme 
Ojurt. was liorn in Tiverton. Rhode Island. 
February 6, US26. He was the eldest son of 
•lob anil Judith (ISorden) L>urfee. His earlv 
years were spent at the liome of his parents 
and to some extent in the labor of tlie farm, 
his father ficiug a great lover of farm and 
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country life. lie attended tljc school of liis 
district in the smniner and reeci\'cil instruction 
at home in the winter, the school heint;- ilis- 
tant. When fourteen years old he \\^'^^i to 
East Greenwich and hegan prepai'ing for col- 
lege, first under the tuition of tlu^ late liev. 
James Riehardson and later under that of the 
Rev. Nathan Williams. He entered I>rown 
university in 1842 and graduated in lS4(i. 
His class was large for the time and liail in it 
students who have since attained nuich dis- 
tinction. Inniiediately aftei' liis graduation he 
commenced the study of law with Tillinghast 
and Bradley, l)ut pursuing his studies for the 
first year and more at his home in Ti\-ert(iii. 
He was aihnitted to the l)ar in (X'toher, 1 S4s, 
ami at once entere<l on the practice of liis pro- 
fession in tile city of I^rovidenec, wlicre he 
lias since resided. 

In (Jetoher, 1^49, he was ajipointeil hy tlie 
Supreme ('oui't, leporter of the dix-isidus, and 
held the office foi' four yeai's. He then served 
on the Court of Magistrates of the city of 
Providence from ls.")4 to l<S(iO, one year as 
assistant and (i\'e years as presiding magistrate. 
In 1863 lie was one of the re}ireseutati\'es of 
the city of Providence in the general asseni- 
hly, and speal<er of the house foi' that yeai'. 
He was an active supjiorter of the go\-ei'nment 
during tlie ('ivil wai' with lioth voice and pen, 
and in l"S<i4 was one of the delegates from 
Rhode Island to the convention that nomi- 
nated Ahrahani Lincoln for presiilent for a 
second tei'm, and was by appointment of his 
associates president of the delegation. In 
1865 lie was elected to the State senate, and 
in June of the same year was cliosen an asso- 
ciate justice of the Suprenie Court, ami soon 
after took his seat as such. Januaiy 2S, PsT^l, 
he was elected chief justice, to succeed Judge 
Brayton, who had retired, and took the oath 
of office February (), 1875, liis forty-ididb biitli- 
day. He retii'ed from the bench Maicli 4, 
1891, after a service of more than nine yea is 
as associate, and more than sixteen years as 
as chief justice. The court during his incuni- 
bency had a jurisdiction, original and ap})el- 



late, covering nearly the whole range of judi- 
cial proceciliiigs. lis publislied decisions for 
that period, extending inclusively from the 
eightli to the seventeenth volume of the Rhode 
Island Iveports, show in part tlie importance 
and \-ariety of th(^ (piestions bclbre it, and also 
the manner in which they were met and de- 
cided. It may be mentioneil here as an ex- 
am[ile of the law of heredity, that Judge Dur- 
fee's grandfather, Thonias Dnrfee of Ti\'erton, 
was a law)'er and from iSiid to 1829 chief 
justice of the Court of ('omiiion Pleas for New- 
port county: and that his father. Job Durfee, 
also a lawyer, \\'as assistant justice of the 
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Su])reme Court from June, 18.']3, to June, Is.'i.'j, 
and then chief justice until his death, July 20, 
1S47. Joli I)urfec's portrait in [)liotogra vure 
appeal's in this work. 

Since his retirement -ludge I)urfee has helil 
no [lulilic office. He has for many years been 
a member of tlie coi'poration of ISrown univer- 
sity, first as trust(H' and (diancellor, and later 
as fellow, anil ri'ceix'ed from it, in l87o, the 
degree of LL.I). lie now HUs, and has for 
some years lillcd, the oHici.i of president of the 
Pro\'idence Public library, .ludge Purfce has 
occasionally contributed to periodicals and 
newspapers and lias written some things 
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which, having been separately pulilished, may 
be separately mentioned. In 1856-57 he 
completed a work on the Law of Highways, 
commenced l>y the late Joseph K. Angell 
shortly before his death, published by Little 
& Brown in LS87. In LS72 he ^nit forth a 
small volume of verse entitled "The A^illage 
Picnic and Other Poems." In Deceniljer, 
1877, he delivered the oration at the dedica- 
tion on the Providence county court house, 
publislied Ijy order of the State. In 1883 lie 
prepared a paper entitled "Gleanings from the 
Judicial History of Rhode Island," puldished 
by Sidney Rider as No. IS of liis series of 
Rhode Island Historical tracts. In 1884 he 
published a pamphlet entitled "Some Thoughts 
on the Constitution of Rhode Island." It 
was devoted mainly to the question, wliether 
it is competent for the general assembly of 
Rhode Island to call a convention for the 
amendment or revision of tlie constitution of 
the State, the amendments or revisions when 
l)repared Ijy it, to be submitted to the electors 
for adoption by a simple majority vote. The 
constitution contains a provision for its own 
amendment, prescribing the method to be fol- 
lowed in the most mandatory terms, and re- 
quiring the same, among other re(iuiremeiits, 
the approval of three-fifths of the electors vot- 
ing. The contention of the pamplet was that 
the general assembly has no autliority to [iro- 
vide for an amendment in any other manner, 
and that revision, even when it takes the form 
of a so-called new constitution, is Ijut a work 
of amendment. 

On June 24, 1886, Judge Durfee delivered 
the oration at the celebi'ation of the two luin- 
dred and fiftietli anniversary of the jilanting 
of Providence, published liy the city and in 
other ways; and June 29, 1894, an oration at 
the dedication of the statue of Ebenezer Knight 
Dexter, published Ijy the city of Providence. 

^Ir. Durfee was marrieil, Octolier 29, 1857, 
to Sarah J. Slater, a daughter of John Slater 
2d, and has one son, Samuel Slater Durfee. 



T(_)HN HENRY STINESS, chief jus- 
k3 tice of the Supreme Court of Rhode 
Island, was born in Providence, Rhode Island, 
August 9, 1840, and is a son of Philip Bessom 
and Mary (Marsh) Stiness. Judge Stiness is 
descended from sturdy English ancestors, the 
family name being originally Staines (pro- 
nounced in two syllables), Ijut in the evolution 
of the orthography of family names which is 
often found in New England, it became Stiness 
in America. His jirogenitors in this country 
settled in Marblehead, Massachusetts, and dur- 
ing the Revolutionary war the great-grand- 
fatlier of this subject, Samuel Stiness, served in 
the famous regiment which was mainly re- 
cruited among the fishermen of Marblehead 
and vicinity, and was known by the appro- 
priate title, "The Amphibious Regiment," and 
was commanded by Colonel — afterward Brig- 
ailier-General — John Clover. Judge Stiness's 
grandfatlier was a sea captain, and during the 
war of 1812 served as sailing master of the 
two-gun schooner Growler, attached to tlie 
squadron of Connnodore Isaac Chauncey, on 
Lake Ontario; after the war he retired from 
tlie service and removed to Smithville, Rhode 
Island, where he died in 1816. Philip Bes- 
som Stiness, father of the judge, was born in 
Marbleliead. At the beginning of his business 
life he served as a clerk with the firm of 
wliicli Samuel Slater, the founder of the cotton 
manufacturing industry in the United States, 
was a memljer. Later he engaged in calender- 
ing cotton goods at Woonsocket, and after- 
ward Ijecame interested in the manufacture of 
gimlet-pointed screws under a patent granted 
to Cullen Whipple, he and Mr. Whipple Ijeing 
the founders of the business in Providence, in 
18;38, which resulted in the organization of 
tlie New England Screw company. Mr. Stiness 
died in 1878. His wife, the mother of Judge 
Stiness, was Mary Marsh, daughter of John 
and Lucy (Blake) Marsh, of Sutton, Mas.<a- 
chusetts, and a sister of George W. Marsh, a 
former grand master of the Grand Lodge, F. 
A: A. M., of Rhode Island. 

John H. Stiness received his elementarv 



BIOGRA FHfCA L.— RHODE ISLA NI). 



education in the Pi'0\'ideneu [)ul)lic schools 
iind at tlie University (Ti'aininai sehooL He 
entered Brown university witli the chiss oi' 
1861, but at the close of his so[)honiore year he 
assumed the supervision of the rio[)kins ( h'ani- 
niar school at North Providence (now the 
Branch Avenue Grammar school), \\here he 
remained two years. The outbreak of tlie 
Civil war interrupted his educational career, 
as he was commissioned a second lieutenant 
in the second regiment, New York artillery, 
\\-ith which he served iifteen ujonths, acting 
as ailjutant and occasionally as judge a.dx-ocate. 
He was not graduated from the uni\-ersitv, 




JOHN H. STINESS 

but the degree of A. M. was coiderred upon 
him in LS7(J, and that of I.L. D. in 1S93. 

After his retirement from the army he 
studied law in tlie office of Thurston Uipley cV: 
Co., and was admitted to tlie Rhode Island bar 
on March 31, iSG-j, and in .January, 1<S7">, was 
ailmitted to practice in the I'nited Stsites 
Supreme Court. He served as re[iresenlative 
in the general assembly ii'om Providence in 
1874-75, and on April lo, 1875, was elected a, 
justice of the Supreme Court, and ehicf justice 
Ahiy 30, 1900. 

On the bench, as in every othei- capacity in 



whi(di he has served thepul)lic. Judge Stiness 
has proN'cd his int(dligcnce and integrity as a 
man, and liis aliility and fitness for the exalted 
position lie occupies. His fellows in the })ro- 
fession entertain for him the highest respect 
and have full confidence in his legal nnnd 
and judicial fairness. 

Among the important decisions rendered Ijy 
•Judge Stiness was the notaldo one sustaining 
the validity of the trust deed given in ])ehalf 
of their creditors Ijy the A. & W. Sprague 
com})any. The Court of lirrors of Coiniecticut 
had decided tliat the deeiJ was invalid, and 
this decision ha<l been followed l.)y .Judge Ship- 
man in the United States Circuit Court. 
•Judge Stiness's opinion, however, was sustained 
in the United States Supreme Court, where it 
was contested Ijy General B. F. Butler in the 
case of Evan Pvandoli)h vs. the (,)uidneck com- 
pany, and the Court of Eri'ors of Connecticut 
modifieil its opinion so as to hold the mort- 
gage valid for tlie assenting creditors, which 
was the main ])oint at issue. 

•Judge Stiness was one of the commissioners 
for the erection of the Providence county 
court house in l87(;-77. In 1882 he was 
elected a trustee r)f the Providence Puldic 
library, and is a. memJier of the lil_)rary com- 
mittee. He is president of the Rhode Island 
Idistorical society: (l89(j) the secretary of the 
standing committee of the diocese of Rhode 
Island; a fellow of ISrown university (1897), 
and a mendtcr from Rhode Island of the con- 
ference of commissioners on uniform State 
laws. He was appointed by the governor a 
niemf>ei' of the commission of fifteen to revise 
the constitution of Rhode Island (1897). In 
pdlitics be is a republican. 

.Judge Stiness was married on Xox'endjer 19, 
ISCS, til Miss Mai-ia, P. Williams; they have 
two cbildi'cn. Flora Bmwn, wife of Heniw C. 
Tilden, and lleniT \\'illianis Stiness. 

GEORtJE Mr)UET(»N C A UP ENTER - 
was the oldest son of (leorge Miiultini 

■"■ Pre|i;uvil by liiinitiii Rii.i;ers 
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and Sarah Lewis (Walcott) Carpenter, and 
was Ijorn in Portsmouth, Rhode Ishmd, 
April 22, 1844. He came of sturdy old New 
England stock, tlie paternal line having early 
settled at Rehohoth, in Plymouth Colony, 
where it was located for more than two hun- 
dred years. An emigrant ancestor, William 
Carpenter, of ^^'herewell (or Horwell), Eng- 
land, with his son William, his son's wife and 
four children, embarked at Southampton, on 
the ship Bevis, and arrived at Boston, in 
America, in 163S. The substantial worth and 
patriotic spirit characterizing the family are 
indicted by the positions occupied at various 
times by different members of it. William 
Carpenter was more than once elected a deputy 
during the seventeenth century. In the 
Revolutionary war, another ancestor, Thouias 
Carpenter, was a private on the Lexington 
Alarm Roll of a comi>any which marched 
from Rehohoth on April 19, 1775, and subse- 
quently he was colouel of a Bristol county 
regiment of Massachusetts militia, which served 
at times both in New York and Rhode Island 
as emergency required reinforcements there. 
Coming down to this century, .Joseph Car- 
penter, the grandfather of the subject of this 
sketch, was a soldier in the war of 1812, and 
a pensioner for many years. The Walcott 
family, in the maternal line, was old and in- 
fluential in New England, the l)ranch from 
which our associate sjn-ung, having lived in 
northern Rhode Island for several generations. 
His mother, who was the daughter of .John 
Foster Walcott, of Pawtucket, was a woman 
of great sweetness as well as strength of char- 
acter, and to lier, doubtless, he was indebted 
for some of his most attractive and endearing 
qualities. 

Judge Carpenter's father was a Methodist 
minister, and as the ministerial term of settle- 
ment in that denomination, half a century 
ago, \\as limited to two years at a time at any 
one church, tlie early youtii of our associate was 
spent in itinerating aljout from place to place 



in southern New England, the family residing 
for brief periods, after his birth, at Duxbury, 
North Attleboro, Norwich, New London, Taun- 
ton, Providence and New Bedford, until in 
1857 it permanently located in the city of 
Providence, the paternal Carpenter then being 
settled over the Chestnut Street Methodist 
Episcopal church there, subse(juently becom- 
ing presiding elder, and eventually retiring 
from active ministerial work and engaging in 
the business of insurance. 

In the public schools of New Bedford and 
Providence and in Brown university. Judge 
Carpenter received his education, graduating 
from the latter institution in 1864, with the 
degree of A. B. While at the Providence 
High school, under the tuition of Mr. E. H. 
Magill, now tlie president of Swarthmore col- 
lege, he became proficient in short hand re- 
porting, an accomplishment he always kept up 
and which proved of great benefit to him. 

Judge Carpenter was admitted to the Rhode 
Island bar in 1867, having studied law with 
James Tillinghast, of Providence, with 
whom he was associated in business dui'ing 
some of the earlier years of his legal practice. 
Subsequently lie formed a law partnership 
with Walter B. A'incent, which continued 
until he was elected to the bench. Judge 
Carpenter always stood high at the bar, pos- 
sessing solid attainments, and being well 
ver.sed in equity and tlie more difficult branches 
of the profession, tiie estimate in which he was 
held finding expression in his appointment as 
a member of the commission to revise the pub- 
lic laws of the State, the revision made being 
known as that of 1882. Other than as a com- 
missioner to revise the public laws of the State 
and as a member of the school committee of 
Providence for three years, he never held anv 
puljlic office until he was elected an associate 
justice of the Supreme Court of Rhode Island, 
A^iril 20, 1882, which position he resigned 
January 1, 1885, to accept the apjiointment of 
judge of tlie United States Di.^trict Court for 
the district of Rhode Island, tendered to him 
by President Arthur, and over this latter court 
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he continued to preside as long as lie lived. 
Judge Carpenter was active in procuring the 
appointment of the record commission of the 
city of Providence. He was deeply imjiressed 
wi'th the conviction that the public weal re- 
quired that action should not further he de- 
layed in perpetuating the documentary pos- 
sessions of the city, which were rapidly falling 
into decay, and in making them available for 
use both by printing so far as possible, and by 
preparing and arranging papers not embraced 
in bound volumes, to the end that they might 
be accessible in the largest degree for historical 
and other purposes. His own appointment 
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upon the commission was unexpected and un- 
sought; but as he, witli otliers, had urged this 
work upon the attention of the City Council, 
not only from a practical, but also from a 
patriotic standpoint, and that the directing 
supervision should be entrusted to those who 
would be actuated by enthusiastic love for the 
cause, unalloyed by any selfish considerations 
of pecuniary gain, he did not feel at liberty to 
decline to act upon the principle he had advo- 
cated, when choice fell upon him as a fitting 
instrument to prosecute the undertaking. 

For more tlian five years and until his 
death, notwithstanding the demand made upon 



his time and attention by judicial duties, he 
rendered gratuitous .service to the city of 
Providence, and his interest was unfailing and 
his zeal indefatigable in carrying on the work 
of the commission. The surviving commis- 
sioners recall with pleasure that during all 
their official I'elations with their deceased asso- 
ciate, though tlie questions to be decided were 
very numerous, the most perfect harmony al- 
ways prevailed. 

In addition to his judicial opinions, little 
from Judge Carpenter's pen lias apj^eared in 
print, and the following is believed to be a 
complete list of his printed miscellaneous 
works: "Elulogy on Masonry," delivered at the 
laying of the corner stone of Free Masons' hall. 
Providence, June 7, 1884; three addres.ses 
read before the Rhode Island Historical 
society, viz.: "Washington, the Founder of 
the Nation," read April 30, 1889; "The Re- 
form of the Civil .Service Considered from the 
Party Standpoint," read March 25, 1890, and 
"Modern Historical Aims and Methods," read 
November o, 1891, and lastly an address de- 
livered February 22, 1895, before the Southern 
New Hampshire Bar association, entitled "The 
Cure of the Defective and Disorderly." He 
was a rapid and vigorous writer, content with 
a clear, direct expression, rather than aiming 
at mere rhetorical grace of diction. 

Judge Carpenter never married, but his 
home life was by no means a cheerless or soli- 
tary one. He possessed the virtue of orderliness 
in an extraordinary degree. With him there 
was a place for everything, and everything had 
to lie in its place. He always kept an index 
or catalogue of all his papers, so elaborate in 
its details that it was cumbrous and confusing 
to any one else, but so intelligible was it to 
liim that with its aid he coultl lay his hand 
on any paper in his possession. This orderly 
quality with the love of detail developed by it, 
has been strikingly exhibited in connection 
with the work of this commission, for Judge 
Carpenter lia<l prepared a general index of the 
first nine pi'inted volumes of the early I'ecords, 
and which lie jiroposed to continue as other 
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volumes should be issued, until the series 
should be finished, when the index would be 
printed as a fitting conclusion of the completed 
work. To such perfection had he carried it 
that he had even written an introduction 
for it. 

One of the most conspicuous, as it was one 
of the most attractive traits in the character of 
our deceased associate, was his utter loyalty, 
his absolute fidelit}', to his friends. To them 
he was a tower of strength. It was not al- 
waj's easy to penetrate the inner sanctuary of 
his sympathies Ijut those })ermitted to do so 
had a valuable possession. He kept no ledger 
account with his friends, in which he com- 
pared with cold calculation the favors rendered 
with the favors received. His heart and hand 
were always open to them; and liis tongue, his 
pen, and his purse, were unsparingly used for 
their benefit. Many a poor fellow, discouraged 
in the struggle for recognition, and out of step 
with fortune, has had his burden lightened 
and his gloom dispelled by the kind and judi- 
cious aid extended by -Judge C'arpenter. Surely, 
men of his stamp are too rare in any 
community. 

The departed jurist had his limitations, 
doubtless, as we all have, but fortunate will 
that man be, of whom, when for him time 
shall have faded into eternity, his friends sliall 
be able to recall as many attractive qualities 
and endearing traits as we rejoice to remeirdier 
adorned the character of the one we here com- 
memorate, and wliose removal from eartiily 
companionships has left a void in many hearts 
that cannot easilv be filled. 



PARDON E. TILLIXGHAST, associate 
justice of the Supreme Court of Rhode 
Island, was l)orn in West Greenwich, Rhode 
Island, December 10, 1836. He was the .son 
of Rev. John and Susan (Avery) Tillinghast, 
his father l.)eing a direct descendant in the 
sixth generation of EMer Pardon Tillinghast, 
the founder and progenitor of the Tillinghast 
familv in this countrv. Pardon the first came 



to Providence from Beechy Head, Sussex, 
England, in 1642, and was a companion of 
Roger Williams, the founder of Providence. 
The subject of this sketch was brought up 
on a farm and received his education in the 
public schools of his native town and those of 
Killingly, Connecticut, working on the farm 
meanwhile for about eight months of each 
year. Subsequently he attended Hall's High 
school at Moosup, Rhode ■Island State Normal 
school, and Potter and ■ Hammond's Com- 
mercial college, and fitted himself for a teacher. 
He taught in the puldic schools of the State, 
first in district schools and afterwards in 
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grammar schools in Valley Falls, Providence 
and Pawtucket, for about eight years, meeting 
with excellent success. 

In 1862 he resigned his position as prin- 
cii>al of the Grove street Grammar school, 
Pawtucket, where he was receiving a good 
salary, and enlisted as a private in the twelftli 
Rliode Island volunteers and went to the front^ 
serving in the ninth army corps under Gen- 
eral Burnside. He was soon promoted to be 
quartermaster-sergeant and suljsequently was 
acting quartermaster for some time. 

The regiiuent of which he was a member 
was in the terrilde liattle of Fredericksburg, 



BIOGRAPHIC AL.~RH ODE ISLAND. 



11 



where it lost in killed and wounded upwards 
of two hundred men. 

On his return from tlie war he studied law 
with Charles W. Thraslier and Thomas K. 
King, of Pawtucket, and was admitted to the 
bar in 1867. He soon acquired a good client- 
age and established a reputation for honesty, 
diligence and ability in his profession. In 
1872 he was elected town solicitor of Paw- 
tucket, whicli position he held until he was 
elected to the bench in 1881. He was fre- 
quently elected to the general assembly, was 
chairman of the joint select committee on the 
revision of the statutes in 1872, and chairman 
of the senate judiciary committee for four 
years. In 1877 Mr. Tillinghast was chairman 
of the joint committee appointed bj' the gen- 
eral assembly to receive President Hayes as 
the guest of the State, and made the address 
of welcome. He took an active intesest in 
military aftairs after the war and held various 
offices, including that of lieutenant of cavalry, 
adjutant of the Pawtucket light guards, 
colonel on the governor's staff, and judge 
advocate-general of the State with the rank of 
brigadier-general. 

He was elected judge in 1881 and has Ijeen 
on the bench ever since; during the first ten 
years of his judicial career he served in the 
Court of Common Pleas, presiding over jury 
trials, after which he was promoted to the ap- 
pellate division of the Supreme Court in which 
he is now serving. His puldished opinions 
may be mainly found in Rhode Island Re- 
ports, volumes 14 to 23 inclusive. In 
1891 he received the honorary degree of 
Master of Arts from Brown university, and 
was also elected a corresponding member of 
the New York Medico-Legal society. Judge 
Tillinghast is a very diligent and painstaking 
official, a patient listener, polite and genial in 
his relations with tlie bar, and has hapjiily 
disappointed those who opposed his election 
on the ground that he was narrow and bigoted 
on moral and religious questions; foi' while 
holding himself somewhat rigidly to the stan- 
dard of life dictated by his conscience and his 



early training, yet he never j^ermits his con- 
ception of his individual duty to influence his 
judgment toward otliers. In short, while he 
has positive and well defined convictions of 
his own on all moral and religious as well as 
on political and social questions, yet he fully 
recognizes the right of others who may differ 
from him to hold to their convictions and 
opinions also. He is a member of the Paw- 
tucket Business Men's association, the Tokalon 
club, and the Providence Bar association, and 
the U. A. R. 

He has always been active in church and 
Sunday school work, being like his father, a 
Baptist, and for the past fifteen years has been 
president of the First Baptist society. He 
married Ellen F. Paine, November 13, 1867, 
by whom he has four children now living, 
viz. : Alice L., who married Ralph R. Clapp, 
manager of the Standard Ammonia company, 
limited, of London, England, where they now 
reside ; John A., now a practising lawyer in 
Providence; Angeline F. and Fred W., now a 
senior in Brown university. 

The ancient motto on the coat of arms of 
the Tillinghast family is well illustrated in 
the judicial career of Judge Tillinghast. It is 
tills: "Be just and fear not." 



NATHAN WHITMAN LITTLEFIELD, 
attorney at law. Providence, Rhode 
Island, was born in East Bridge water, Massa- 
chusetts, May 21, 1846, a son of Rufus Ames 
and Abigail Russell (Whitman) Littlefield. He 
is a direct descendant in the ninth generation 
h'om John Alden. On the maternal sideheisa 
descendant of John Whitman, one of the first 
settlers of Weymouth, Massachusetts, and a 
connection of Judge Ezekiel \\'hitinan, for 
many yeai'S chief justice of the State ef Maine. 
Numerous memliers of the family have been 
prominent practioners of law, particularly in 
southeastern Massachusetts. Mr. Littlefield 
was educated in the East l>ridgewatcr High 
school, Bridgewatei' academy, Phillips An- 
dover academy (186")), and Dartmouth college. 
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where he took the A. B. degree with the class 
of 1869. Soon after entrance he took the lead 
of his class and retained it until graduation; 
was selected as one ol the speakers at the junior 
exhibition, having the Greek oration, and took 
a leading part in the debate at the senior 
exhibition. He was also prominent in college 
athletics, was class captain and for two years 
one of the instructors in gymnastics. It is 
related that when he came on the platform to 
deliver the valedictory of his class they arose 
in a body and saluted him, a remarkable 
evidence of popularity. 

For five years after his graduation Mr. Lit- 
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tlefield was engaged in educational work; as 
sub-master of the Charleston High school, 
Boston; i)rincipal of the Newi^ort High school ; 
and sui)erintendent of schools and principal of 
the high school at Westerly, Rhode Island. 
From the start, however, it was his })urpose to 
enter tiie legal profession and after having ac- 
cumulated enough funds to discharge his col- 
lege debts and provide for the future, he began 
preparation for the bar, entering Boston Uni- 
versity School of Law, where he was gradu- 
ated LL. B. in 1876. He went directly to 
Providence and after his admission to the 



Rhode Island courts began practice. Mr. 
Littlefield has been wholly engaged in civil 
business and largely in equity, probate and 
real estate law. He overturned the practice 
and general understanding of the law of de- 
scents in this State by his brilliant legal vic- 
tory in the case of Sheppard vs. Taylor et al, 
a victory won against the opinions of many of 
the leading real estate and equity' lawyers of the 
State. For ten years he was engaged in the 
litigation over the complicated titles of land 
taken by the citj^ of Providence for the new 
addition to Roger Williams park and succeeded 
in obtaining for his clients over $250,000. 
A large volume of otlier important and com- 
plicated litigation has fallen under his charge 
throughout his career. He was appointed 
standing master in chancery in 1891 and man}- 
cases were referred to him. When the new 
bankruptcy act went into effect he was ap- 
pointed referee in bankrui)tcy for the district 
of Rhode Island and has held the office ever 
since. 

In 1897 and 1898 Mr. Littlefield represented 
Pawtucket in the State senate, although he 
has never Ijeen an active partisan. In 1900 he 
was the democratic candidate for governor of 
the State. Since 1880 he has resided in 
Pawtucket, of which place he has been a pub- 
lic spirted citizen. Especially interested in 
the advancement of education, he has been for 
some time a memlier of the Pawtucket School 
board, of which he was elected chairman on a 
non-partisan basis when the board was two- 
thirds republican. He was one of the promo- 
ters of the Pawtucket Young Men's Christian 
association. He has traveled abroad exten- 
sively and has lieen often called upon for 
addresses upon literary and historical subjects. 

Mr. Littlefield is a member of the University 
club; Rhode Island Historical society; Busi- 
ness Men's club of Pawtucket; and an hon- 
orary member of the old Bridgewater Histor- 
ical association. lie also holds membership 
in Union lodge. No. 10, F. & A. M. of Paw- 
tucket, and Pawtucket chapter, R. A. M. 
He married August 13, 1873, Arietta B. Red- 
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moiid, daughter of Erastus Rednioiid, of Ells- 
worth, Maine, and one sou was born of this 
union: Nathan W. Littlefield, jr., a graduate 
of Brown university. Deeendjer 1, 1886, he 
married Mary Wheaton Ellis, of Pawtucket, 
and of this union one son has been born: 
Alden L. Littletield. 



CHARLES EDMUND GORMAN, Provi- 
dence, ex-United States district attorney 
for the district of Rhode Island, was born in 
Boston, Massachusetts, July 26, 1844, a son of 
Charles Gorman, a native of Ireland, and 
Sarah J. (Woodbury) Gorman, and a lineal 
descendant, through his mother, of .John 
Woodbury, who was among the settlers of 
■Ca[)e Ann, and of Peter Woodbury, a sergeant 
in Captain Dodge's company at the battle of 
Lexington. 

Mr. Gorman attended the public schools of 
Providence until about twelve years of age, 
having from the age of seven been a newsbo}'. 
After leaving school he was engaged in mer- 
cantile pursuits until he reached the age of 
eighteen years, when he became a student of 
law in the office of Richard Wai'd Greene, 
ex-chief justice of the Supreme Court of Rhode 
Island. At the age of twenty-one, December 
12, 1865, he was admitted to practice, and has 
since built u}) an extensive and successful 
business, ranking among tbe pi'ominent prac- 
tioners at the New England Ijar. 

He has always l>een a democrat, and early 
in life began to agitate the question of the re- 
peal of the property qualification for voters as 
required by the constitution of Rhode Islaml ; 
to this measure he devoted nuich time and 
attention, persistentl}' pursuing the same be- 
fore the people and the legislature of the State, 
finally seeing his cherished purpose accom- 
plished by an amendment to the constitution 
in 1887. For this service he received tbe a})- 
proval of the citizens of Rhode Island regard- 
less of party, and was tendered a banquet, on 
which occasion he was presented with a silver 
tea service as a token of their appreciation. 



Also, during this period he was urging a 
revision of the constitution of the State, and 
when, in 1897, the legislature provided for the 
appointment of a commission for that purjwse, 
he was named as one of the connnissioners, 
and the draft of tbe constitution as reported by 
the connnission is in many particulars the 
result of. his thought and labor. 

While closely wedded to his profession he 
has always been an active participant in polit- 
ical movements, and has been the candidate of 
his party for many of the public offices of his 
State, and has held a number of positions of 
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CHARLES E. GORMAN. 

l)ublic trust. He was a member of the city 
council and the board of alderman, of Provi- 
dence, for many years, and in 1870, 1885 and 
1887 was a member of the house of representa- 
tives, the latter year having served as speaker 
of the house, and during his other terms was a 
meml)er of important committees. In 1885 
he was the democi'atic candiilate for mayor of 
Providence, and in 1892 he was nominated 
liy his pai'ty for lieutenant-governor. In 
1893 he was appointed United States attni'uey 
for the district of Rhode Island. In 1896 he 
received the degree of LL. 1). from Georgetown 
university. 
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Mr. Gorman's name appears as counsel on 
the pages of the Rhode Ishmd reports in a 
generous proportion of the cases there reported, 
among them many leading ones, involving in- 
tricate questions of the constitutional law, 
torts, wills, and in equity. He has given 
much time both as counsel and director to the 
various charitable organizations of Providence, 
and is professor of the law of domestic rela- 
tions, and wills in the Rhode Island Law 
college. 

Mr. Gorman was married July 8, 1874, to 
Miss .Josephine C. Dietrich, of Maryland; 
they have two children living, Charles Wood- 
bury and Clement Dietrich. 



ROBERT WILLARD BURBANK, a 
prominent attorney of Providence, 
Rhode Island, is descended from old New 
England ancestry of sturdy type. His father 
was Samuel Burbank, a Maine lawyer, who 
was among the early adventurers in California 
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when the discovery of gold startled the civil- 
ized world, and went from there to the 
Hawaiian group, where he was a sugar 
planter for a time, and died in 1857. He mar- 



ried Mary A. Morse, also of Maine, who died 
in 1880 in Providence. The son was born 
at Kauai, on the Island of Koloa, one of the 
Hawaiian group, September 14, 1856, and 
while still a child was brought to Maine by 
his mother. He prepared for college at the 
Friends' Boarding school in Providence, en- 
tered Brown university, and was graduated 
with the class of 1878. Entering the office of 
Mowry &. Comstock, in Providence, he pursued 
his law studies and was admitted to the bar 
November 29, 1880. He at once began prac- 
tice and by his industry and ability soon ac- 
quired an excellent business. In 1888 he was 
appointed assistant attoi-ney-general of Rhode 
Island, which office he held one year. In 
1891 he was unanimously nominated for the 
office of attorney-general by the rep>ublican 
convention, was elected and re-elected to the 
same high office. He discharged the respon- 
sible duties of that position with fidelity 
and efficiency for three terms, 1891—1894. 
In the municipal election, November, 1895, he 
was elected alderman of tlie Second ward of 
Providence on the good government ticket, 
and held the office two years, to the entire 
sati.sfactiou of the community. 

Mr. Burbank was married April 12, 1883, 
to Martha Anna Taylor, and they have three 
children: Robert Taylor, Philip and Eliza- 
Ijeth Burljank. 



EDWARD D. BASSETT, was born in 
Brooklyn, New York, August 14, 1852, 
a son of Isaac H. and Amy A. (Drown) Bas- 
sett. He is a lineal descendant of William 
Bassett, who settled in Plymouth colony in 
1621, being an immigrant passenger on the 
ship "Fortune." He later removed to Bridge- 
[lort, where, with one Mitchell, he was among 
the first settlers. It is a curious coincidence 
that E. L. Mitchell, Mr. Bassett's partner for 
over a decade, is a direct descendant of this 
settler. Mr. Bassett's ancestors included the 
Bassett, Hodges, Drown and Arnold families, 
members of all of which were prominent in 
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Revolutionary and Colonial times. His pa- 
ternal grandfather, Maasa Bassett, was a promi- 
nent citizen of Providence in his day, and his 
maternal grandfather, Caleh Drown, also a 
resident of Providence, was a colonel in the 
War of 1812 and prominent in military circles. 
Mr. Bassett's father was a merchant in New 
York city and educated his son at the 15rook- 
lyn Collegiate and Polyteclniic institute. 
Providence High school, and Brown univer- 
sity, from which institution he took tlie A. B. 
degree in 1873. As an undergraduate at 
Brown lie was one of the editors of the 
"Brunnonian" and a mendjer of the class and 




EDWARD D. liASSETT. 

"varsity" crews. He hegan preparation for 
the law in the Pi'ovidence office of tliat eminent 
])ractitioner and legislator, Sanuiel Curry, with 
whom he remained two years. In 1875 lie 
was admitted and Ijegan practice •with offices 
in the lAiilding nuriihered forty-nine Weybosset 
street. Providence, where he has ever since 
been located. j\Ir. Bassett's practice has been 
largely commercial and he ranks among the 
foremost corporation lawyers of the State. 
Among the many important cases in which he 
has been retained as counsel are the Ayles- 
worth and Adams will cases, and the litigation 



over tlie Joseph .J. Cook estate. Early in his 
practice he lia<l charge of the litigation over 
the (Jove Foun(h'y and Machine company of 
Providence. 

In politics he is a repul)lican, l)ut lias never 
Ijeen active in political woi-k, and, with tiie 
exception of several years' service in tlie city 
council and as a member of the school board, 
has never held public office, devoting all of 
his time to an extensive jjractice. For over 
twenty years he has been a director of the 
Westminster bank. 

Mr. Bassett is a member of the Providence 
Athletic association, Elmwood club, Provi- 
dence Bar club and Providence Bar associa- 
tion. He married, in 1877, Mary A. Slade, 
daugliter of .Jonathan Slade, of Swansea, 
Massachusetts. Of this union are two chil- 
dren: Amy PL, and l']dward D. Bassett, jr. 
Second lie married Anna H. Richmond, 
daughter of Henry P. Richmond, of Provi- 
dence, November 3, 1886. 



JOSEPH E. SPINK, judge of the Municipal 
O Court of Providence, was born in North 
Kingstown, Rhode Island, on the 27th of 
July, 1842. His parents were Joseph and 
Mary A. (Sjiink) Spink, liotli natives of 
Rhode Island and both of English descent. 
Tlie pioneer of the Spink faniily in America 
was Roljert, who came to jVmerica about 1670 
and settled in North Kingstown. He was a 
farmer, so also each of his children, and at the 
present time part of the land originally settled 
upon by Robert Spink, the emigrant, is in the 
possession of the Spink family. During the 
Colonial and Revolutionary wars the Spinks 
were represented in tlie army as drummer 
boys. Like his ancestors, .Iose[ih, the fsitlierof 
our suljject, was a farmer. He took great 
interest in public affairs, twice serving as State 
senator, once under the old charter and once 
underthe new constitution ; was presidentof the 
town council of Noi'th Kingstown several 
terms and was well and favorably known 
throughout the State. In politics Mr. S[>iiik 
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was a democrat. He died in 1875, leaving a 
family of live children, all of whom are living, 
our subject being next to the youngest. 

Joseph E. Spink was raised on his father's 
farm and gained his early and college prepara- 
tory education at the country schools and 
at preparatory school in Providence. He 
entered Brown university and was graduated 
therefrom in 1865, after which he immediately 
began the reading of law with James Tilling- 
liast. In 1867 he was admitted to practice, 
when he commenced active professional work 
without forming any co-partnership. From 
the start Mr. Spink had a fair share of legal 
work, his thoroughness, tact and energy giv- 
ing him a constantly increasing and lucrative 
business. 

In 1868 and 1869 he was a representative in 
the general assembly ; in 1874 was moderator for 
North Kingstown; in 1884 was elected judge 
of the Municipal Court, since which time he 
has held that office continuously, a period of 
about seventeen years, being elected each year 
without opposition, a fact which speaks for his 
ability, his knowledge of the law, and his fair- 
ness. Like his father, Judge Spink has al- 
ways been interested in public questions and 
is a staunch democrat. 

Judge Spink is a thirty -second degree Mason, 
has been master of his lodge aiid held other 
offices in the fraternity. In 1874 he was mar- 
ried to Miss Emma E. Hudson, and they are 
the parents of five living children, Mary, Alice 
G., Hope, Martha and Agatlia. 



WALTER B. VINCENT, who is now 
serving as president of the board of 
aldermen of the city of Providence, Rhode 
Island, is one of tlie leading practitioners of 
that State. He descends from English Non- 
conformists and his ancestor, William N'incent, 
settled in Rhode Island as early as 1660. Mr. 
Vincent's great-grandfather, also named Will- 
iam, was a surgeon in the Continental army. 
His fatlier, Ezra ^^incent, was a New York 
merchant, and his mother, Ann Maria Den- 



ison, the daughter of Gilbert Denison, a 
prominent citizen of Mystic, Connecticut. Mr. 
^'incent was born at the home of his maternal 
grandparents in that village, August 6, 1845, 
and spent the first years of his life in Westerly, 
Rhode Island, where his parents resided. In 
1850, after their death, he went to reside with 
his paternal relatives in Stonnington, Con- 
necticut, where he attended the district school 
and later the high school in Westerly. At 
the age of fourteen he entered a private board- 
ing school in Tarrytown, New York, and later 
the Peekskill Military academy at Peekskill, 
New York, from which he was graduated in 




WALTER B. VINCENT. 

1864. In the same year he began preparation 
for the legal profession, entering the office of 
Thurston & Ripley in Providence. In 1866 
he was graduated from the Albany Law school 
and admitted to the bar of the State of New 
York. Subsequently he resumed his studies 
in the office of Thurston & Ripley and was 
admitted to the Rhode Island bar in March, 
1867. Mr. Vincent has been a practitioner 
in Providence ever since that date, a period of 
nearly thirty-three years. 

Lie was clerk of the Rhode Island senate for 
four years under the administration of Gov- 
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eniors I'adelford and Howard, and was snl)He- 
quently a member of the liouse ot re})resenta- 
tives for three years from tlie city of Provi- 
dence. He was judge advocate of the secon<l 
brigade, Rliode Island militia, upon tlie staff 
of Gen. Frederick Miller for three years. Mr. 
A^incent has also been prominently connected 
with the ^hisonic fraternity; is a past com- 
mander of St. John's counnandery of Knights 
Templar; and holds meinliership in the su- 
preme council of tlie tliirty-third degree. He 
has been elected for tliree successive years as a 
member of the board of aldermen from the Hrst 
ward. 

Other othces and [)Ositions, political and ju- 
dicial, he has declined, preferring to devote 
himself to the practice of his profession. He 
has established a flourishing practice in the 
general law courts, making, in latei- years, a 
specialty of patent litigation, and the }>rosecu- 
tion and defence of actions to recover damages 
caused jjy negligence. He ranks, as aliove 
stated, among the leadei's of the bar of the 
State, his success ha\'ing won for him an en- 
viable reputation as a la\\'yer and advocate of 
marked ability For several ye.irs he was 
asssociated in practice with the late Judge 
George M. Carj)enter. 

Mr. Vincent has always been a puljlic spirited 
citizen and his services to the city have been 
many and various, an<l always useful and un- 
remitting. As a memljer of the committee on 
pending suits his faniiliarity with the ditticnit 
questions there has been in a high degree 
beneficial to the munici[iality. His woi'k upon 
other committees, regular and special, lias been 
indefatigable, and gained for him the confi- 
dence and gratitude of his colleagues. 

Mr. A^incent has a wide social connection 
and holds membership in the Pro\'i<.leiice Ath- 
letic association: Providence Gcntral club: 
Congregational club; University club; and 
Squantum club. He is extremely fond of out- 
door exercises and also of travel, and in recent 
years has toured Europe several sunnucrs. 

Mr. Vincent married, Decemlier 16, IS(>9, 
Mary E. Wingate, daughter of David S. Win- 



gate, of Charleston, South Carolina. Of this 
union is one daughter, Fdith. 



E 



C(;ENE FRANCIS WARNER was bora 
in the town of Coventry, Rhode Island, 
October 9, IXo:',, son of John and Abby F. 
(J^add) Warnei'. He was a lineal descendant in 
the se\'enth generation from John Warner, of 
Warwick, England, who came to Rhode 
Island with Roger Williams. This .lohn 
Warner \\'as one of the thirteen original pro- 
])i'ietors and the first clerk of the town of 
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EUGENE F. WARNER. 



Warwick, UIkhIu Island, as well as the first 
clerk of tlie general asstMiibly. .lohn Warnei', 
father nf iMigene ]'\, was for many years super- 
intendent of the ('o\'entry c<impany, iiianufac- 
tui'ers (if ciitton goods at Aidhony, ivhode 
Island. 

Ivigeni' l'\ Warnei' was educated at JSrown 
university and studied law in Pi'OX'idence in 
the ofiice of James II. Parsons and .losiqili E. 
Spink. He was admitted to the Rliodt' 
Island bar in |S77, and liassince practiced his 
pi'ofessi(jii in I 'roNideiice. Mr. Warner was a 



w 



18 THE JUDICIARY AND THE BAR OF NEW ENGLAND. 

meniher of the Kliode Island legislature in ilistrict attoi-ney for Ivhode Island under the 
1877. In 187.S lie was elected clerk of the administration of President I'olk and held that 
State senate; in 1880 he was made secretary of responsihle position four years. His services 
the republican State central committee, and in were various and cfKcient in both brandies of 
18H6 was chosen justice of the fourth dis- the legislature of the State and he was elected 
trict court of Rhode Island. He was a dele- attorney-general in 1851, and re-elected in 
gate to tiie republican national convention in 1852, 185;], 1854, and again in I860, 1861, 
1888. 1862 and 186.3. In 1868 he was chosen asso- 
Mr. Warner was a thirty-second degree Mason, eiate justice of the Supreme Court of the State, 
president of the Kent club, and a member of which position he hlleil witli honor until liis 
other organizations. He was unmarried. Mr. resignation, -June 1. 1881. The confidence re- 
Warner died June ;!0, 1900. posed in him by tiie people of Rhode Island 

was not misplaced. His amljition was to do 

right, to uphold the laws and to serve the 

Commonwealth tliat delighted to honor him. 

ALTER SNOW BL'RGES, associate Jie ,,vas endowed with that very desirable gift 

justice of the Supreme Court of the known as common sense, wdiich has an intui- 

State of Rhode Island from 1.S68 to 18.S1, was (j^.,. pei'ception of the relation of things, and 

born in Rocliestei-. Plymiaitli county. Massa- which distinguishes between the true and the 

chusetts, September 10, 1808, a son of Abra- f^lse. His temper, his tastes, his impartiality, 

ham and Rhoda (Caswell ) Purges. Both his liis love of justice and truth, all conspired to 

father anil grandfatlier were natives of the make liim a model judge. He died .luly 26, 

same town and farmers. His uncle, Tristan l,s92. 

Purges, was professor of oratoiy and Pelles- .Judge Purges married, .lune 1, 18:)6, 

lettres in Brown university h'om ]. si 5 to 182s Eleanor, daughter of .James Purrill. of 

and became a distinguisheil member of con- Providence, and three cbildix-ii were liorii 

gress, serving from 1825 to ls;!5. .Judge Bur- to tliein. 
ges was reared on his father's farm and at- 
tended the common schools of tlie neiglijior- 
hood. At the age of seventeen lie attended 

the academy at Sandwich, Massachusetts, un- TXTILLIAM READ STAPLES served 
der Professor Lutlier Lincoln, and in 1827 V V as chief justice of the Rhode Island 
entered Prowii university, at which institution Supreme Court foi' nearlv two vears and as 
he was graduated with honor in ls:;i. In the associate justice of that court nineteen vears 
same year he became principal of Thaxter ( 1 .S.3.5-54). He was also noted as an anticjua- 
academy at Ivlgai-town. .Maitlias \ ineyard, rian ami historian, ami was one of the corijo- 
Massachusetts, ami tauglit about four yeai's, i-ators of the Rhode Island Historical societv : 
meanwhile pursuing legal studies. In 18;!5 its first secretary and librarian and the author 
he was admitted t(i the practice of law in the of the ■•Annals of Providence;" "Document- 
courts of lihode Island and soon attained aiy History of tlie Destruction of the ( iasiie." 
prominence in his profession. In politics he and numerous legal treatises, 
was identified with the whig and republican .Judge Staples was a native of Providence 
parties and in the Dorr troubles he symjia- born October 10, 179s, the youngest son of 
thized with tlie party of progress and i-eform, Samuel and Ruth (Ik-ad) Sta])les, He received 
but held to the proi)er lines of law ami order, liis preliminary education under the tutorship 
taking but little part in the general commo- of Oliver Angell and in what has been recentiv 
tioii. In 1S45 he\\as ai)pointed I'nited Stntes known as the Lniversity (rrammar school. In 



BIOGRAPHICAL.— RHODE ISLAND. 



19 



1<S17 lie was griuluated from Bi'owii university 
and took for the tlienie of lii.s oration, "Tiie 
Dangers of Aiiieriean Ijiberty." He hegan 
the study of hiw in Natliauiel Seai-le's oHit'e 
iuid was a(hnittod to the Ivhode Island hai- 
.Sei)tenil)er iM, 1x19. In 18;W ho was elected 
a member of the first eommon couneil undei' 
the new eity organization, and also st'rve<l two 
years as police justiee. Vw nineteen )(.'ars, as 
above stated, he sers'ed as associate justice of 
tlie Khode Island Su[ireme (Jourt and suc- 
ceeded Richard W'ard (ireene as chief Justice 
in 18-")4. In conse(|uence of failing health he 




WU-LIAM R. SIAl'l KS. 



held this position only t\\'o yeai's. IJis mind 
was juilicial in its chai'actci- : with |)erha})s 
none of the brilliancy belonging to the natural 
advocate, hut he had excellent judgment, a 
habit of j)atient in\'estigati(jn, a stiong sense 
of justice, and dischai'ged most creditably those 
niino]' judicial duties U) wlii(di he was often 
called. Forneai'ly nineteen years (1 .S.')()-l ,S(;9) 
he held the office of sccretai'y and t,i'easurer of 
the Jihode Island Society foi' the faicourage- 
iiient of Domestic industi'y. -ludge Staples 
took a special interest in e\'ei'ything connected 
with the history of his nati\'e State an<l was 



fond of histori(.-al study and antiquai'ian re- 
search. ISy vote of the geiKiral assembly he 
prepai-ed a history of the Stati; convention of 
1790 foi' the adoption of the Federal constitu- 
tion, a N'olumc of nearly sc\-eu hundred pages, 
the compilation of wliicdi cost him no small 
amount of hai'd labor. 

•Judge Staples first mai'i'ied Ueljecca M. 
l)Ower and two (diildren were boin of this 
union, both of whom died in eai'ly life. For 
his second wife he mari-ieil, in October, l.S:^(i, 
E\elina Iviton and they I'eared a family of 
eleven chililren. .ludge Staples died suddenlv 
October 19, ISOS. ageil fifty yeai-s. The fol- 
lowing tiibute was paid to him by William 
( lreen<' : "The career of .Mr. Staples, in all that 
belongs to industrial powei', ti'utbfid demon- 
stration and manly decision of cbai'acter, was 
a model toi- the adoption of any young man, 
who, eschewing the shams of life, W(add make 
the most of its i-ealities: and wdio, most woi'th- 
ily fitting himself foi' its <luties, w'ould most 
certainly assni'e himself of its I'cwards." 



SYL\'FSTF1! (;A!!l)IXlCli SHFAILMAX, 
who died in rro\-ideiice, Jaiuiai'v .'S, ISli.S, 
in the si.\ty-si.\tli year of his age. was for 
neajly a decade a justice of the Khode Island 
Supreme Court, lie was boi'n in Noi-tb Kings- 
town in t.Sdi:!, and after completing his ]irc- 
paratory eilucation began the stud\- of law 
with A. ( '. (Ireene at F.ast ( li'een wich. Shortly 
attei- his admissi<in to the bar he commenced 
jiraetice in W'ickfoi'd. He i-ose rapidU- in his 
pirifession and cai'ly gaine(l recognit ion as an 
ad\'ocate of ability. In ls;!4 lie was electt'd, 
atti'l' a seyel'e contest, a ■"law and ol'dei''' I'ep- 
i'es(-:ntat i ye from h is nal i \-e town to I he general 
assembly. The \dctoi'y which be obtained was 
esjiecially i-emai'kable, as the town of Xoi'th 
Kingstown had been a mai'kc(l democi'atic 
stronghold and (/.ontaiiie(l many \'ofci-s who 
sympathizc(| with the J)orr iiio\'emcnl. In 
l.S-IS, such was his populai-ily, that he was 
(diosen speakei- of the bouse. ,\t the whig con- 
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veution in 1849 he received the iioiniuatioii for 
representative to congress from }jis district : 
there heing, however, two other candidates, B. 
F. Tliurston of the democratic party and Lauris- 
ton Hall of the liljerty ],)arty. there was no 
election. When the second trial was made 
Mr. Shearman withdrew his name as u can- 
didate and Nathan F. Dixon was nominated 
in his place and elected. Our suhject was ele- 
vated to the Supreme Couil hench in May, 
18-55, W. R. Staples and Alfred Bos worth being- 
chosen at the same time. After an honorable 
and faithful service of nearly ten years he 
resigned. 

".Judge Shearman was a man of strong 
common sense, of plain and simple manners, 
of quaint and original humoi- ami integrity 
that was never cpiestioned. As a deljater he 
was remarkable for his readiness, for ]]is apt 
illustration and for a homely wit which often 
carried an auilience upon which argument 
Avould fall with but half its effect." He gave 
to his client the best of bis experience, the best 
of his vital energy. As a counsellor his advice 
was given only after much thought and delili- 
eration. A product of New England soil, his 
ancestry made him a fearless lover of the truth, 
and with a frank, sympathetic, chivalrous 
nature, his heart went out to the wronged and 
oppressed. He never refused his servi(;es to a 
client because he lacked means: be was gener- 
ous to a fault and wouM make almost any sac- 
rifice to serve a friend. In 1855 Brown uni- 
versity conferred upon him the degree of master 
of arts. Two of his sons, botli clergymen, were 
graduates of Brown; Kev. Sunnner L'pliam 
Shearman of the class of 1861 and Kev. William 
Dennis Upham Shearman of the class of 1865. 
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LAKENCE A. ALDKirH, Providence. 
Rhode Island, was born at Killinglv, 



Connecticut, August 9, 18." 



^on of Ana 



old New England families, and is numbered 
among the collateral descendants of Roger 
Williams. His brother. Nelson W. Aldrich, 
is now senior Enited States senator from 
Rhode Island. With the exception of a few 
years in Connecticut, where lie was boi-n, Mr. 
Aldrich's parents were both life-long residents 
of this State. 

Ml'. Aldrich received his preliminary edu- 
cation in the public and })rivate schools of his 
birthplace, and later attended the Lapham in- 
stitute at North Scituate, Rhode Island, where 
he was graduated with the class of 1871. For 




and Abbie A. (Burgess) Aldricli. On both the 
paternal and materal sides he descends from 



CLARENCE A. ALDRICH. 

.some four years he taught school and then be- 
gan preparation for the legal [irofession in the 
offices of Benjamin N. and Simon S. Lajihani 
of Providence. He was admitted to the Rhode 
Island bar .June 6. 1879. In Septemljer, 1879, 
he established the office at Forty-two West- 
minster street, Providence, where he has ever 
since been located. Mr. Aldrich has engaged 
in an active general practice and has a|>- 
peared as counsel in many imjiortant cases, 
notably the "Aylesworth will case," in which 
he was retained as counsel by the successful 
contestants. He has a wide legal and social 
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acquaintance and is a nieniher of numerous 
clubs. From 18.S7 to 1S8S and at;-ain from 
1889 to 1891 Mr. Aldricii served as assistant 
attorney-general of the State of Rhode Island, 
and in 1887 and 1888 was a member of the 
general assembly from Providence. He has 
frequently l:>ecn honored by appointment to 
municipal and State commissions and is at 
present a member of the Rhode Island State 
board of bar examiners. 

On January 25, 1887, Mr. Aldrich was mar- 
ried to Adeline M., daugliter of Alexander 
Kennedv, of Scituate. 



rpHO:\IAS ALLEN -lENCKES, one of the 
X most ennnent lawyers the State of Rhode 
Island has produced, was Ijorn November 2, 
1818, and died in Cuml)erland, Novemlier 4, 
1875. He was the only child of Thomas ])Oweii 
and Abigail (Allen) Jenckes, and a lineal de- 
scendant of Joseph Jenckes of Hannnersmith, 
England, who was induced by Governor Win- 
throp (the younger) to come to Lynn, Massa- 
chusetts, about 1642 as ma.ster mechanic "to 
establish the iron and steel works." He made 
the dies for the coinage of the "Pine Tree 
shillings ;" was the first patentee of inventions 
in America, and the acknowledged liead of the 
iron smelting and founding Imsiness, and the 
first builder of machinery in this country. 
His son, also named Joseph, [iractically 
founded the town of Pawtucket and made it 
the great iron workshoi) of the colonies. 

In 1838 Mr. Jenckes was graduated at 
Brown university with lionor and entered the 
profession of law, in which he .soon gained 
prominent recognition. Patent law was liis 
legal specialty, and he was employed during 
his practice in many of the most important 
cases litigated in this country. He occupied 
many important civil positions, and as a mem- 
ber of the general as.sembly of his State, was 
the controlling mind. At one time he made 
a remarkable speed) in the case of Hazard vs. 
Ives, involving the right of the assembly to 



revise the judgements of the court so far as to 
direct a u'nv trial, aul cai'ried the assembly 
against its own ])revious action. It is regai'ded 
as one of the greatest forensic triumphs in the 
ainuUs of the State. Mi-, .lenckes was elected 
to congress in 1 8(12, and served through tlie 
thirty-eighth, thirty-ninth, fortieth and forty- 
first congresses, rendei'ing distinguished service 
at the head of the committee on patents, ami 
on the judiciary committee. He won national 
fame in connection with civil service reform, 
the general bankrupt law, and the patent and 
copyright laws. He jtossessed great courage, 
both moral and intellectual, and his self-control 
under all circumstances was perfect. It is re- 
lated by those most nearly connected with him 
in his profession, that he never lost his tem- 
per, nor allowed irritable words to escape his 
lips. Altliougb often himself traduced, he 
was never known to indulge in detraction of 
others. He was one of Rhode Island's greatest 
lawyers and profoundest tliiid>;ers. He accom- 
plished, in fifty-six years, what few men 
accomplished in four score. He was jjorn for 
great aft'airs, but was cut off in the beginning 
of his fullest powers as a lawyer, a legislator, a 
statesman, a poet and a man of letters. 



THOMAS ALLEN JENCKES, son of 
Thomas Allen and Mary Jane (Fuller) 
.Itaickes, was ])orn in Providence, Rhode 
Island, August 2S, I85(i. He was educated in the 
Providence English and Classical school, and 
at Brown university, where he took the A. B. 
degree with the class of 1.S77. In 1.S78 lie 
entered Boston University Law scliool, and in 
December of the following year was admitted 
to the bai'. He at once jjegan a general civil 
practice in Providence and in IXS.j formed a 
co-partnership with Charles A. Wilson, which 
still continues. In politics Mr. Jenckes has 
been a republican, and i<)\ two yeai's repre- 
sented Cumlierland in the State senate, (1897- 
1.S98), serving on the judiciary committee. Ik- 
was also a[)pr)inte(l by Coveriior Dyer a, mi-iii- 
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IjiT of tlie coiniiiittee cii-gaiii/.eil to act in con- 
jvinction witli tlie Massachusetts topogra[iliical 
and survey coinrnissioi) to define and mark out 
the boundary line between lihode Ishind and 
iNfassachusetts. He is a member of tlie Hope 
and Providence' Bar clulis, and is a resident of 
Cumberland, praclicing in I'rovidenee. 




THOMAS A. Jf:XCKES. 

]\fr. Jenckes married, June 11, ls9(l. Hen- 
rietta Brownell, daughter, of Stephen Bro^iiell 
of ]*rovidence. 'i'wo sons have been liorn fif 
tliis union: Gliomas Allen Jenckes. jr., ami 
Stephen Hunt Jenckes. 



JOHN I'OWElt KX()\VLl-:s. judge of the 
District Court of the Cnited States for 
tlje district of Rhode Island for upwai'ils of a 
decaile. was liorn in Providence. June !•'!. Isds, 
the youngest of fixe sons of Edward J\iiowles. 
'li\. He recei\'ed the majoj' portion of his pie- 
liminary education in om- of the 'b-ec sclmols'' 
of Providence, under the p)ece]itoi'ship of \h'\ . 
Ceorge Taft. and in .Inly. Isl9, was ajipien- 
ticed to the printer's ti-aile in Providenc-e. 

Before attaining his majority hi.- engaged in 
the printing lousiness in Providem-e with a 



.senior partnei' and continued in this line of 
work until Decendjer. l^MO, wlien, in fulfill- 
ment of a [lurpose long cherished, but from 
year to year necessarily [lostponed, he with- 
drew from mechanical pursuits and com- 
menced a course of study. In PS-lfJ he took 
the A. B. ilegree at P.rown uinversity, and two 
years later the LL. B. degree at Harvard Law 
.school. .Judge Knowles was admitted to the 
Rhode Lsland bar in October, 1 83«, after six 
months' additional study in the office of (ien- 
eral 'Jdiomas I". Carpenter. 

Of his practice at the bar, ending in 1S(;9. 
it is enough to say that it was always satisfac- 
torily I'emunerative and extensive and that Ijy 
appointment of the Supi-eme Court he was one 
of its standing masters in (diancery from about 
184-1 onwanls and tla.- I'eporter of its decisions 
bcini .Januai'y. IS-l-o. to January. iX.jT, when 
tlie duty of appointing a reportei' was given to 
the general assemlily. Subseijuently. how- 
ever, isi;."), he was i-einstated as reporter by 
the assembly ami sei'xed as such uidil his I'es- 
ignation. March 11. lS(17. Previous to 1 S4;;, 
he was not an iiiacti\'e rneiiil.ier (if the then 
so-called "Loco Foco" party, but thereafter 
ever disavowed affiliation with any partv,and. 
although nntorifiusly indejiendent. wa.« not 
infreipientlx' [>ut in nomniation on partv tick- 
ets. I'egular and irregular, and elected twice — 
IS.").") ami LS()(; — a representati\-e of the gen- 
eral asseiidily from I'j-ovidence. and twice — 
l8(i() and IstiT — city solicitor of the citv of 
Providence, resigning before the close of his 
sec<iml term, .(udge Knowles was kind and 
considerate nf those with wdiom he had busi- 
ness i-elations: was especially attentive to the 
young lawN-er^. whom he ahvay^ triec] to help 
when they met ennditions with which tliey 
wei'e unfainiliai-. 

In <_)ctober. Isij!). he was appiiinted judi:e 
of the Pisirict Couit of the United States for 
the district of RImmP' Island ami held the oHice 
by commission under date of that month, and 
subse(]uently. on mimination bv the jiresident 
ami confii-niation l.iy the senate was appointed 
to the same office. Ids commission jjearinf date 
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of January 27, 1S70; this position lie occaijiieil 
until Mavcli, 1881, when he ivsii^ned. Juiluu 
Knowles died Auirust ?>, 18S7. 



JOHN PITMAN, son of Rev. -lolm and 
l\ebecea(('o.\) Pitman, washoni in Pro\-i- 
dence, Kliode Island, Fuhrnary '2.'!, 178"). His 
fatlier, a clergyman of the Baptist denomina- 
tion, was settled as minister in Wari'cn and 
suhse(]uently in Seek(iid<. 

.ludge Pitman was prc^iared for college un- 
der the tuition of Rev. William Williams of 
^^>eTltham, Massachusetts, and was a graduate 
of Hrown university in the class of 1799, be- 
fore he had completed his fifteenth year. He 
hegan at once the study of law in the otfice of 
David Howell and aftei' two and a half years' 
study was ready to lie a<hiiitted to the Rhoile 
Island har: hut it was deemed ln'st for him to 
continue his studies until he had reached a 
more mature age and he accijrdingly went to 
Poughkeepsie, New York, to eiitei' the office of 
T. Bailey. In .lune, l.SIKi, he was admitted to 
pi'actice in the city of New Yoi'k and soon 
after to [)ractice in the other courts of that 
State. He then went t(j Keiducky, where it 
had Ijeen his intention to permanently locate, 
but changing his mind he, in lS08, returned 
to Providence and thence reino\-eil in l,sl2 to 
Salem, Massachusetts. Here foj- soiije four 
years he remained. ha\'ing a large ami success- 
ful pi-actice. During the next four yeai's, tVom 
1816 to 1820, he resided in Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire. In the autumn of l82IMie once 
more returned to his nati\'e town and ;i few 
months aftei' opening his office in Proviilence 
was appointed United States district attorney 
for Phode Island. in August, 1 .S24, he was 
appointed judge of the (Miited States Disti'ict 
Court and held this [)Osition with honor and 
ci'edit during the I'emaiuder of his life. 

.fudge Pitman's i-elations to Pi'ovidence and 
to different institutions having for their object 
the social and intellectual welfare of the coni- 
inunity, were of the most intimate chai'acter. 



He was president of tlu^ Rhode Island Society 
foi- the I'vucouragement of Domestic industry 
foi' ten years and for tdghteen years pi'esident of 
the corporation of the Pi'ovidence atiienu'um. 
At dilfereid times he was a member of both 
branches of the cor[)oration of Brown univer- 
sity, receiving from this institution, in 1842, 
the honorary degree of doctor of laws. Me 
was an orator of powei' and a,bility and was not 
infre(|uently called upon to deli\'er addi'esses 
on civic and literaiw occasions. 

■ludge Pitman died suddenly Novendjer 17, 
ISli;;. He was a man of sterling (jualities of 
character; not merely a man of absolute integ- 
rity, but of the highest moral tone, holding in 
abhoi'rence every professional or business act 
that fell below a high moral le\el. Some one 
has paid him the following tilbute: "He was 
an U[)right judge, a wisi' counselor and a sin- 
cci'e ('hristian, and his name will long be 
cherished among the most honored citizens of 
his native State." 



GKORCK ARNOPD BRAYTON, chief 
justice of the Superior Court of the 
State of Rhode Island, from 18r)S to 1874, and 
associate justice fi-om 184.'! until 186S, was 
born atApponaug village, in Warwick, Rhode 
Island, August 4, 180;j, a son of Charles and 
Ref)ecca (Havens) Brayton. His father was 
chosen town clerk of Warwick in 1804 and 
elected, and lield the office continuously until 
his death in 1 S.'U : he was also elected an asso- 
ciate justice of the Supreme Court in 1814 and 
was i-e-elected five times, holding the office 
until his ilcatli. 

•iudge P)rayton was educated in the common 
schools of hisnativt' town, Kent academy in 
ivist ( ireen wi(di and under the pilvate tutor- 
ship of ISeiijamin V. Allen, a graduate of 
Blown uni\-ersity. Ileentered Brriwn uni\er- 
sit\' in 1 S20 and was graduated with high 
honors in 1824. He read law in the office of 
Albert (_'. (Jreeiie, afterwar<l attorney-general 
and Cuile<l States senator, and in lS20eutered 
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tlie then famous law school in Litehiield, 
Connecticut, where he remained until Feliru- 
arv, 1827. In that year he was admitted to 
the har and began practice in his native town. 
Here he served as a member of the school 
committee, as rei)resentati\-e to the general as- 
sembly and after his father's death succeeded 
to the office of town clerk. In 1841 he was a 
member of the landholders' convention and 
also of tlie second convention in 1842 during 
the "Dorr troubles." Being a hrm adherent 
to law and order, he was chosen a member of 
the general assembly under the new constitu- 
tion. In 1843, having previously declined 
the otiice of judge of the Court of Common 
Pleas, he accepted an election as associate jus- 
tice of the Supreme Court and in 1868 was 
electeil chief justice, filling this position with 
honor to the State and credit to himself initil 
his retirement, due to ill health, in 1874. 
Judge Bray ton had then completed a ju<licial 
service of thirty-one years and in his retire- 
ment the liar and State authorities paid him 
the highest honors in resolutions and his 
salary was continued until his death. 

.Judge Brayton's talents, attainments and 
character won for him the higliest respect. He 
was modest and retiring, yet a bold rnan : one 
who had the courage of liis convictions and a 
frank and manly manner of declaring them, 
which won the respect of even tlio^e opposed 
to him. He had keen jierceptions and a [lower 
of jjenetrating into the hidden moti\'es of 
others to a remarkable degree. He was a man 
of force, of energy, of tireless endurance, one 
not discouraged l:iy difficulties or obstacles, but 
aroused by them to the fullest exercise of his 
intellectual powers. In 1S70 Brown univer- 
sitv conferred the lionorary degree of LL. D. 
upon him. 

He married, in Novend.iei', ls."31, Celia 
Greene Clarke, daughter of Kay (_'larke of East 
Greenwich, and two daughters were Ijorn of 
their marriage. JJie last years of Judge Bray- 
ton's life were spent in tlie retirement of his 
honae in East (Greenwich, where he died Ajiril 
21. 18.^0, in his seveutv-seventh vear. 



WILLIAM G. ROELKER, State sen- 
ator from Warwick, the son of Fred- 
erick and Catherine Ray (Greene) Roelker, 
was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, June 12, 1854. 
Frederick Roelker, the father, was born in 
Hanover, Germany, emigrated to America, and 
was naturalized in 1837. One of the ancestors 
of William G., on his motlier's side, was gov- 
ernor of Rhode Island for several years during 
the Revolutionary period. 

William (J. Roelker's early and intermediate 
education was obtained at the cla.ssical schools 
in Cincinnati. (.)hio. and in 1«67 he went 
to Europe to pursue his studies. From 1867 
to 1873 his time was divided between the Ber- 
lin and Genera universities. L'jion Ins return 
to America at the latter date, he entered Har- 
vard Law school, from which lie was graduated 
with the degree of LL. B. in 1875. After 
graduation he continued his preparatory law 
work in the offices of Browne and A'an Slyck, 
Providence, and was admitted to the Rhode 
Island liar in ls76. 'Six. Roelker's first law 
partner was Fi'ancis ^\^ Miner, a distinguished 
rnemlier of the Rlioile Island bar. 

In 1877 Mr. Roelker was elected to the 
Rhode Island general assemi.ily. where lie 
served his constituents so satisfactorily that 
tliey elected him to the upper house in 1894 
and in ls95. In 1892 he was a presidential 
elector on the republican ticket; also in the 
same year chairman of the Rhode Island dele- 
gation to the re}iublican national convention. 
In 1894 he was strongly urged liy his friends 
for the United States senatorship, but withdrew 
in favor of George Peabody Wetmore. who was 
electe.l, and in 1900 re-elected. Mr. Roelker 
is a member of the Rhode Island Bar associa- 
tion, Rhode Island Historical societv. Sons of 
the American lve\'olution, also several social 
organizations, 

'^^n the 19th of October, 1880, Mr. Roelker 
was united in marriage to Ella, daughter of 
Jdionias A. Jenckes. mention of whose career 
appears in tliese memoirs. Four children have 
been liorn of this union, two Ijovs and two 
trirls. 
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R()(;i-:i; si[K]i>[AX haj.dwix, was 
)")Orii in New ILn'eii, (.'(Jini., .hmuary 4, 
1 7i*-'i. ilv was the seroml son of Jud^e Simeon 
and Itehecca (Sliernian) IJaldwin. I lis inotlii'i' 
was the dauyliter of Roj^er Sjici'inan, a signer 
of the Deelaration of ]nde[]endenee. ito.^ei' S. 
BaMwin was gra(Juateil from Yale ('oUe^c in 
1811, and was admitted to tlie bar in IsU. 
From that time until his death, Fehruary 19, 
18lj."5, he was ardently dc\'oti.'d to his heloxcd 
profession, exeejiting dnrini; the pei'iod when 
he was called into jmlilic ofHi/e. 

Asa lawyer he was csteemeil foj- his hi^h 
sense of professional honor and integrity, liis 
powerful use of language in pi-escntiug his 
case, and his skill in ai'gument. He was an 
earnest ajid fearless Aholitiojiist and laliored on 
many occasions, and successfully, for the lih- 
eration of slaves. He was a memliei' of the 
New Haven ('onnnon ('ouncil, in l.S'Jfi and in 
1837—38 served in the State Senate, In 1 S40 
and 1841 he was elected to the (ieneral As- 
semhly and in 1.S44 \\'as idioseii to the high 
office of goN'ernor of the State, He was re- 
elected in 1845, and from lS47 to 1S.")1 was in 
the Cnited States Senate, He would have 
lieen elected for the full term, ending in ls.")7, 
had it not been for the defection of a, few i)ro- 
,sla\'ery Whigs who did not like (iox'crnor 
15ald win's stronir anti-sla\'ei'v sentiments. In 



the Senate he took a cons[)icuous pai't in tin' 
iliscussion u[ion thesuljjeet of the admission of 
< alifornia iido the rnion. He also receiNcd 
high commendation for his caustic .speech in 




i'e[)ly to .Mr. .Mason, of \'irginia, who li.id cast 
rellection upon the motives of ('onnecticut in 
I'cserving a jioitiou of tlie wcstei'H domain. 

(iovei'iior Baldwin was an earnest and in- 
fluential Fcflei-alist and Whig until the Re- 
puhliean paily was formed in ISTid, wdien he 
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joined its ranks and laliored in its interest 
during tlie remainder of Ins life. He was an 
early and trusteil eonnnander in the organiza- 
tion of the new party which elected Al)rahani 
Lincoln. (Toveiiior BaMwin wasa presidential 
elector in ISfjO. and in the winter of 1S61 was 
appointed l)y Governor Buckingham a mem- 
l>er of the celel)rated Peace Congress. 



SIMEON EBEN BALDWIN, judge of tlie 
Suiireme ('ourt rif the State of Connecti- 
cut. wasl)orn in New ifaven, Conn., Feltruary 
o. Is4(.l, and is a son of Roger Sherman and 
Emily Perkins Baldwin. He was graduated 
from Yale College in 1S61 and studied his 
profession in Yale and Hai\"ard Law Schools. 
He was ailnntted to the liar at New Idaven in 
Is'io. was in lsf)9 apjiointed instructor of law 
in the Law School in New Haven, and in ls72 
was made professor of constitutional law in 
that institution, a [losition which he still holds. 
In the same year lie was apjiointed a meinlier 
of the State Couimission to revise tlie law^s re- 
lating to education, ami in \>^~^'■\ upon a com- 
mission to revise the geiK.'ral statutes nf tlie 
State of ( 'onnecticut. In iss.-j he was made 
a memher of a commission to re\-ise the State 
svstein of taxation and revenue. He was for 
manv vears attorne>' fur the Ne\\" York and 
New England Kailroad (_'omi)any. and for 
other important roads, liringing him into ex- 
tensive }iractice in connectir)n with railroad 
affairs. He ^\'as counsel in the case of the 
Electric Kailroad Signal Company vs. theldall 
Railroad Signal (.'ompany, 114 U. S., ,S7. in- 
volving the origin of automatic electric signal- 
ing; also in Russell vs. Post. 13s U. S., 4:^5. 
as to the liahility of wreckers of insurance 
crimpanies. He also argued the case of the 
Br)ston and Providence liailroad vs. the Ne\\- 
Yrirk and New England Kailmad 1)efore the 
Rhode Island Supreme (.'ourt, and the case of 
Smith vs. Adsitors of Phillips Academy Ijeforc 
the Supreme Court of ^lassachusetts. Juilge 
Baldwin's professional life in all of its pliases 



has heen marked with excejitional success and 
opportunities for the cxerci.se of his powers in 
unusually important cases. 

As a writer upon legal and kindred suhjects 
Ju<lge Baldwin has heen prolific, and the 
emanations from his ]ieii liave met with ex- 
tended favor. His articles have ajipeai-ed in 
the American Law Register. American Law 
Review, Columliia Law .lurist, the New Eng- 
lander ami other jiuhlicatirms. He has also 
contrihuted articles to the Transactions of the 




SIMEON E. BALDWIN. 

American Bar Association and the Academv 
of Political Science. In ISJl he puhlisheil 
a iligest of the cases decided up to tliat date 
ill the Suiirenie Court of (Connecticut, and fol- 
lowed it with a secoml volume in Iss:^. In 
1898 he pul)lislied a volume entitled ■•Mod- 
ern Political Institutions." From 18s4 to 
1890 lie was president of the New Haven 
Colon)- Historical Society, and in ls9(l ^\-as 
elected president of the American Bar Associa- 
tion. In 1891 Harvard University conferred 
u}ion him the degree of LL.l). In Is;);! he 
was elected a memher of the Supreme Court 
of Errors, and in lS97 was appointeil to the 
presiilciicy of the American Social Sr 
Association. 
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Ju(l,!:;e Ualdwin was niiirrii'd OclDlicr 19, 
1865, to Susan Winchester, of ]>(ist(.in, daugli- 
ter of Edmund and Harriet (\\'ears) Wiiiehes- 
ter. TJiey have two elnl(h'en : Uo^er Slienuan 
IJaldwin and Helen Harriet, wile of Dr. War- 
ren U. (lilnian, of ^Voreester, Mass. 



^ HARLES 15. ANDREWS, eliief justice of 

\ I the Connecticut Supreme ( 'ourt and one 

of the distiuiiuished jurists of New I'jUyland, 
was l)i)rn on Noveml)er4, ls;)4, in Sunderland, 
Mass., and graduated from AmlK'rst ( 'ollene in 
1S58. lit' l)e!j,an jiracticing his professidn in 
Litchtield, (_'onn., and soon ac(|uired an ex- 
cellent l)usiness. He served in lS(),S-9 in the 
State Senate and in 1878 in the House of Re})- 
resentatives of (.'oinKH'ticut, actin<;' as cliair- 




CHARLES B. ANDREWS. 

man of tlie juiliciary comiinttee. He hail at 
that time acfjuired a vei'v stroiiii,' h(d(l u[)on 
jiopular fa\'or tlii'ouj^diout his ado])ted State, as 
a consequence of whicli lie, in 1878, received 
the nrimination for governoi' liy tlie Repuh- 
licans, against (iov. Iiielianl I). Iluhhard, and 
was elected. His admiinstration of this high 
ofHce was all that his most ardtait udmii'ers 
anticipated ami still fui'ther strengthene<l his 



position with the peojile of the State. In 188'2 
he received ad<litional honor thi'ough appoint- 
ment to the position of judge of the Sui)erior 
Court of Connecticut, from which he was 
elevated in 1889 to the chief justiceship of the 
Supreme ( 'ourt. 

Judge Andrews is a man of unimpeaclialile 
character, with temperament and disposition 
f)f marked gentlent'ss, and unfailing courtesy 
in his intercourse with othei's. His knowledge 
of law is extensive and accui-ate, and the qual- 
ities of his mind give him pre-eminent fitness 
for his hiuh office. 



RALPH ISAACS ]N(;ERSOLL.—Ammig 
the most distinguished memhers of the 
('onnecticut liar and who rose to distinction in 
the councils of the Democratic })arty, was 
Ral})h Isaacs Ingersoll. He was a native of 
New lia\'en. Conn., Ijorn Eehruary 8, 1789, 
and died iVugust 2(), 1872. He was a member 
(if a family many of wliom attained eminence 
in the legal profession in past years. His 
fatlier was -lonathan Ingersoll, whose death 
took place in New Haven, -lanuary 12, 182.'j, 
at the age of seventy-six years. He has been 
described as not only a lawyer of sujierior 
ability, but as "one of the jjurest statesmen 
('onnecticut has e\'er seen." He was born in 
Ridgetield, (_'oim., and graduated from Yale 
( 'ollege in 17<)(i. He practiced many years in 
New Haven, and enjoyed the esteem and frieird- 
sliip of a wide circle of professional jjrethren. 
He became jirominent in public atl'aii's before 
middle life ; was many years in the Cien- 
cral Assend)ly, and was appointed judge of the 
Superio]' ('ourt and of the Supreme Court for 
the ('(irrection of I'jrrors. He was once elected 
to the National ( 'ongress, but declined to ac- 
cept the position. In the latter years of his 
life he became a leader in the Toleration move- 
ment and in 1817 was elected by that jiarty 
lieutenant-go\'ern(.)r of the State u[ion the ticket 
with Oliver Wolcott. -Judge Ingersoll held 
this office after the adoption <jf the jiresent 
constitution until his death. 
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Anotlier [H'Oinineiit lawyer of \\\\^ family 
was Jared IiiyersolL uncle of the just meiitioneil 
Jonathan Ingersoll. He was horn in Milford, 
Conn., in 1722, graduated from Yale in 1 742 and 
soon afterward hegan practice in New Haven. 
Endowed with wonderful power of eloquence, 
a frank and attractive personality, and profound 
knowledge of the principles of law, lie soon 
acquired an extended re[)Utation and a large 
business. In 1757 he was sent to (ireat Brit- 
ain as agent of the Colony, and again in 1764 
he visited England, where he received ajipoint- 
ment as stamp-master. However excellent 
were his motives in accepting tliis office, and 
they were never douljted, party feeling on this 
side ran so high that he received little credit 
in the Colony and he gladly retire<l from the 
position. In 1770 he was a])pointed l)y the 
Crown judge of tlie \'ice-Admii-alty Court in 
the Middle District of the Colonies. His 
duties then tf)ok him to Pliiladeli)hia. After 
the office \\"as alxilished lie returned to New 
Haven, where he dieil in 1781. His son, .Jared 
Ingersoll (Yale ('ollege, 17(16), was admitte<l 
to tlie Connecticut liar, liiit removing to I'hil- 
adelphia, l^ecame a distinguislied leader of that 
liar, with several notalile hn\yeis aruong his 
descendants in that city. 

A junior Ijrother of Ralph I. Ingersoll was 
Charles A. Ingersoll. for many yeai's a prom- 
inent ]iractitioner at the liar nf Ne«' Ha\-enand 
at the time of his death, judge of the I'nited 
States District Court. 

Ralijh L Ingersoll graduated from Yale 
College ill l.SOS, and in 1810 opened a law 
office in New Haven. From that time forward 
for many years he was a leader in liis jirofes- 
sion. A graceful and ett'ecti\'e speaker, \\\{\\ 
a clear and vigorous intellect, and thorough 
knowledge of tlie law, he «'as aide to win an 
enviahle Jiieasure of success. When his father, 
as before stated, joined the Toleration party in 
1.S17, the son joined in the mo\ement. This 
partv in [irocess of time ami aftei' the second 
election of President .Jacksrm, liecame the Dem- 
iicratic paity in this State, and Mr. Jngeisoll 
was one of its trusted and most elticient leadei's. 



For several years he represented New Haven 
in the A.s.sembly and was speaker of the Hou.se 
in 1824. From 1825 to 1833 he was a mem- 
ber of congre.ss, when he resigned, and in 1835 
was offered the senatorship from this .State, but 
declined. During his congressional term he 
became an intimate friend of James K. Folk, 
and when the latter was elected president he 
ajipointed Mr. Ingersoll minister to Russia, 
where he remained two years. He then gladly 
returned to the practice of his profession, dying 
in 1S72. 



/-> HARLES ROBERTS IN(;ERS()LL is the 
\_J son of Raliih Isaacs and Margaret (A'an- 
deidieuvel) Ingersoll, and was born in New 
Haven, Conn., on Se}itenibei' 10, 1821. He 
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began the ac<|uiremcnt of his education in the 
Hojikins (Jrainmar School in his native citvand 
finished in Yale College, from which he was 
graduated witli honor in 1.S40. He soon after- 
ward entered Yale Law School and in 1 .S45 was 
ailmitted to the bar of New Haven countv. 
From that time to the present, a period of more 
than half a century, be has continued in active 
practiceof his pi-ofession. though frei|uentlv call- 



BIO GRA PHICA L — CONNECT IC UT. 



(mI to till puljlie positions (if hoiior ami rcspoiisi- 
bility. In lS5(j-r).S,iii lSi;(i and ill ISTl licrci.- 
vesenteil New Haven in the (ieneral AssejiiMy, 
and in 1S7;> was eleeted fjovei'noi'dt the State of 
C'onneetieut. The general satisfaetion with his 
administration and his large personal following 
and popularity brou.!j;lit him a re-eleetion in 
1S74 and also in 1S75 and ISTB. At the sue- 
ceedini,releetion he deeline(l renomination. In 
1876 he was a I)eni(ieratie presidential electoi' 
from this State. In all the relations of life, 
pul,)lie and private, (jovernoi- Inj^ersoll has 
maintained the hiiih standard set hy his an- 
cestr}'. His puhlic reeord is (deai- and his ad- 
ministration of the honorable fiHiee to wliicdi 
hehaslieenealled has been markeil by ettieieney, 
good judgment of pulilic affairs, and loyalty to 
the best interests of the Commonwealth. ( i(i\'- 
ernor Ingersoll still follo\\s the profession 
which he has so long ;id<irn(Ml. 



T(_)HN CJ.AUK IIOLLISTKI; was born at 
kJ :\Ianehestei-, \'t., -luiie jl, iSlS, and is 
descended from Lieutenant .bilin Ilollistci'. who 
settled in \\'etliersli(dd, ('oiin., about 1(14.!. 
His grandfathiu- was Fdijah S. Ilollistcr, w 
native of Massachusetts, born about 17()-'<. lie 
enlisted in a Massachusetts i-cgirnent and later 
in the New York legiiiient at Foit J'lain. 
commanded by the brave ( 'ol. Mai'inus Willctt, 
which was stationeil at ScliiMK.-ctady. This 
reiriment won distinctirni in the bordei- \\ai's 



La Fayette's last N'isit to thisi/onutry in 1 !S24- 
■-!•") he (.■allc(l upon (apt. Jesse Ifollistei' and 
renewed theii' old acipiaiidauce. 

.Mai'imis W'illett llolli.ster, fathei- of the sub- 
ject, was a fai-mer duiiug his life and f)ue of 
those hai'dy, eai-|iest citizens of the (ircen 
Mountain State wdio aide(l in sulMluing the 
\\ilderuess and in ]ilaiiting Ihe iustilutiijiis of 
civilization. His wife was Hannah Burton; 
they had thiee (diildren: .John ('lai'k, the 
eldest, a daughter Mai'tha, and Ivlgai' J^urton 
Ilollistcr. 
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■Ji.ihii Clai'k Ilollistcr enjoyed somewhat ex- 
ceptional op]iortunities forobtaiiung an educa- 
of the Revolution, and when in latei' years Ml'. tioii. During the period including his early 
Hollister hail a son, hi' bestowcil upon him lite he attended the ISiirr Seminary in Man- 
the name of the gallant Colonel W'illett. After chester, \'t., eulering in the lirst term of its 
the close ol' the war he S(.'ttle(l in \'ei-moiit, c.vistcnec. This was a iioteil educational iu- 
an<l at the time of his death was shcritf of slitntion in past years, and the principal tor a 
Bennineton countv. He died at th<' age of eousiderable [leriod was an old tutor in ^'ak' 
about fiftv vears, lea\'ing nine (diiMren ; one ('ollege, which fact had an iidlueiiee upon the 
child died in infancv. ( )ther members of the choice of t liat collegi' by young IIf)llister for 
familv also fought in the i;e\-olution. \ the completion of his studies. He entered 



brother of I'dijah S. was named .Icsse, wIk 
seiA'cd under (.ieneral La P'ayette, and it is be 



^'ale in Is.'u as a sojihomore and was grad- 
uated in 1x40. He had alreaiK' resuK'ed to 



lie\'('(l he \\-as also at one pci'iod on the stall' of adopt the profession of la w and had studie(l to 
(!(uieral \\'asliiiigtoii. Lpon the occasion of that laid, ]i]'e\'ious to entering the Yale Law 



THE JUDICIARY AND THE BAR OF NEW ENGLAND. 



School ill 1S41, with the \vell-kno\vii tirm of 
Bates & Huntington, in Northampton, Mass. 
In 1X42 he was aihnitted to tlie har, of which 
he has heeii an honored member nearly sixty 
years. 

Mr. Hollister has been a lifelong Whig and 
Repuljlican. During many of the early years 
of his })ractice, after he liad settled in New 
Haven, he served as a grand juror. He was 
for one year clerk of the Senate of Connecticut. 
U[ion the death of Thomas Bennett, the justice 
selected for the trial of civil and criiidnal causes 
in .Justice's Court, which took place aljout 1848, 
Mr. Hollister was cliosen to fill the vacancy. 
At the end of the term in the following year he 
was a camlidate for the office. The Uemocrats 
were iletermined to accomplish his defeat, 1iut 
on the e\-e of the election Mr. Hollister's friends 
sulistituted his name at tlie liead of a large 
numlier of I.>emocratic tickets ami he rccei\-ed 
a good majority of the votes. But Mr. Idol- 
lister has not at any time in his life hcen an 
oftice seeker. He has found his full share of 
satisfaction and coriientment in the quiet prac- 
tice of Ills profession and the consciousness of 
the resjiect and confidence i')f not only liis 
liretlireii at tlie har, but of tlie many whose 
important interests liave been confided to Ins 
care. 

Mr. Hollister luul an honorable connection 
witli tlie State militia, entering the ranks be- 
fore the Ci\'il war perii)d and sulise(juently 
receiving promotion to captain of ilie old 
National Blues. A\diile filling this post he 
was chosen adjutant-general of the State and 
serveil in that position during 18.'34— j. 

Mr. Hollister was one of the foumlei's of St. 
Paul's Episcojial church of Ne\\' Haven in 
ls4o, and has ever since IieM a \'ery prom- 
inent jiosition in this society. He was the 
first clerk, was \'estryinan from ls45 to Is.lT, 
ami clei-k during the same period. He was 
collector from fsiid to 1876 and treasurer dur- 
ing the same period : was chosen junior warden 
in 18.").';, sei'ved two years, and since BSoo, a 
period of more tlian forty year-, he has been 
seni'")r warden. 



Since the organization of the New Haven 
Police Court, when Mr. Holli.ster's office as 
trial justice passed out of legal existence, he 
has .seldom appeared in any of the courts ex- 
cepthig the Proljate Court. In the latter he 
has been quite largely employed, and if a tes- 
timonial to his high cliaracter, integrity, and 
professional ability were wanting, it is found 
in the great number of estates and jiroperty 
interests tliat have been placed hi his care 
during the last twenty-five years. 

Mr. Hollister has been twice married, first 
to Martha L. Bradley, of New Haven, Feb- 
ruarv 17, 1841 ; slie was born March 'i, 1821, 
and died ^Nlarcli 5, 1849. Second, to Sarah S. 
Shi[)man, Octolier -"U, I8.i0. She was born 
January 21. 1821. and died December :>. 1898. 
He has had six children, three of whom were 
bv his first wife: three ai'e now living. 



LI\'lX(;sT()N WARNER CLEA\'E- 
EAND, judge of the Pi-obate Ccnirt for 
the District of New Haven, was l)Orii in South 
Egremont, Mass., .January -'il, l8(J0, son of 
Rev. .lames Brailford Clea\-elaiid and Eliza- 
lieth II. (.focelyn) (.'leaveland. His father, 
whose deaiJi occurred May 21, 1889, «-as a 
well known (Jonnecticut Congregational clergA'- 
iiiaii. His mother is a poetess, her poem "No 
Sects in Hea^■ell " lia\-ing Ijeen \\-iilely read in 
this couiitr\' an<l in England. His maternal 
grandfather, Nathaniel .Jocelyii. was a noted 
portrait painter, an engravei- and fouii<Ier of 
the National Bank Note Engiaving Crjrnpany. 
Referring to Mr. -locelyn's death, which oc- 
curred at his home in New Haven in fs.sl. 
the New York .lournal of Commeix-e said: 
■■Fifty years ago the name of .Jocelvn was 
better known on the flice of a liaiik note than 
the name of the bank itself. His portraits 
were among the cleverest works of the kind 
produced in the country. He was the foumler 
of tlie most celebrated of the liank note coin- 
jianies. and was a leader of the highest style 
of art for more than two generations." In 



BIO GRA PHICA L . — CONN EC TIC CT. 



1.S44 Mr, Joeelyn won tlic gold palette as a 
prize for the l:)est pieture by a (.'ouiiet-tieut 
artist. He was a cordial symi)atliizer with 
the slave, and his house was one of the "sta- 
tions of the Underground IJailway." 

The earliest kno\\-n Cleaveland to niigi'ate 
to this country was Moses Cleaveland, wlio 
came to Wohurn, Ahiss., from England, in the 
seventeenth century, from whom Judge('lea\e- 
land is directly descended. He is also a ile- 
scendant of at least five Mayflower Pilgrims, 
lieing a lineal descendant on his father's side 
of (Tovernor Bradford, and on his mother's 
side of .John Rowland and Elizabeth Tilley 
and her parents, all of whom were passengers 
on the Mayflowei'. On the [)atei'nal side he 
is related by common ancestry to ihree pres- 
idents: .John Adams, John <^uincy Adamsaiid 
Grover Cleveland, and to one Connecticut go\'- 
ernor, Ciov. Chauncey V. ( 'lea\-eland. On the 
maternal side he is related by common an- 
cestry totheillustrious Trumbull family, ^\■llich 
ga\"e Coiniecticut tliree go\'ernors, among Ibem 
the celebrated war governor, W'asbiugion's 
" Brother .Jonathan." 

•Judge Clea^"eland was graduated «'itb the 
degree of IjIj.J;3. from the law dejiartment of 
Yale College in Jssl, and in Isss recei\-ed 
the degree of M. \j. from Yale Uui\-ersily. Jie 
was admitted tfi the bar in New IIa\'eii in 
l<S<Sl,and was engaged in the general practice 
of law until his election to the bench. lie is, 
and for a nurnljei' of years has been, the oidy 
connnissioner of deeds for all the States and 
Territoi'ies and the principal ('anadian Prov- 
inces in New England, outside fif Boston. In 
politics he is a Kepublican. lie ser\-e<l as a 
meml>er of the Connnon (.V)uncil in 1.S91 and 
again in 189'i. In 1891 he was elected by the 
Board of Councilmen as a membei- of (be Board 
of Finance for the city. In 1.S94 he \\-as nom- 
inated by the Repuldican Probate Con\-eiilion 
as judge of proJiate for tiu' District of Ne\\- 
Haven, a district coni])rising the city and six 
adjoining towns, the most iin])Cirtant jirobate 
district in the State. In this Democratic 
stronghold he was elected bv over one thousand 



plurality. His popular competitor had held 
tlieciHice foreight years, cai-rying Ihe ]ii'e\uous 
election by about li\-e thousand majority, 
.ludge ('lea\'eland is still judge of proltate, 
ha\ing been i-e-(lecte<l in ls9(i by a njajorily 
of Jjctween Ihree and four thousand, and again 
I'c-elet-ted in ISD.s, being the oidy Jiepublican 
on tbelickn'i wlio carried thecityof Ne\\- Ihwen, 
the ax'erage Democratic plui-ality in the city 
for the Stale ticket being abfjul a iliousand. 




LIVINGSTON W. CLEAVELAND. 



\h- is a member of the .Massachusetts Society 
of MayHo\\-cr Descendants, was one of the su- 
pi-eme comuiittee on hn\s f)f the Imjiroxcd 
Oi'der IIe]>tasopbs in lS94-9(i, and has been 
for maiiv yt'ars a meml)i'r of (he New Haven 
Young Men's Kepublican <'lub. He was elect- 
ed in .lune, 1S99, presidt-nt of (be New Haven 
Congregational Club for the year 1 .S99-1 900, 
has been for about (en years out' of (be directors 
of the l(}cal Y(iung .Men's Christian Associa- 
tion, is also a memln'r of the t'xecu(i\'e com- 
mittee of the State Assficiadon, an<l has been 
supei'intendeut of English Hall Sunday School 
since 1<S,S9. He is unman-ied. 
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WILLIAM LIEXKY ELY, a <leset'u.l- 
aiit of Nathan Ely, one of the fii'Ht 
settlers of Hartford, and .son of William Brew- 
.sterElyand Elizal>etli Smith JMoru;an, his wife. 



horn in Hartford, Novemlier 



LS5G. 



He is deseended also from p]lder \\'illiam 
Brewster, through his father's gran(bnotlrer, 
I )rueilla Brewster. On the maternal side he 
is (leseended from tlie Morgans of Stonington, 
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WILLIAM H. ELY. 

who wei-e conspicuous in tlie war of the l!c\-- 
olution ; also from Thomas Seymour, ^\'llo was 
king's attorney l)efore tlie Bevolution, and 
from the Chevenards, a Huguenot fannly. 

Mr. l']ly was graduated from the Hartford 
Higli Scliool in LS7o, at the age of sixteen 
years. Entering Amherst College he was 
graduated with the cla.ss of LS77, and at once 
took uji the study of hiw in the otfict' of Bris- 
coe et ifaltliie, of Hartford. He was admitted 
to the liar in tliat city on May 27, LS79. 
He hegan the practice of Ins profession in Win- 
.sted, Conn., in Septemher, LS79, and continued 
(liere until .June 2.S, LS,S4, wlien he settled 
jiermauently in New Haven. Ilis husiness 
connection since that time has heen with Will- 
iam C. Case, and at the present time is with 
the Hrm of Case, EIv ct Case. 



Mr. Ely is a Republican and has made his 
influence felt in tlie local aflairs of that party. 
In January, 1895, he was elected corporation' 
coun.sel of New Haven, and was re-elected in 
1S97 for two years. His administration of 
that office has been eminently satisfactory to 
the community. 

Mr. Ely is a member of the Quinnipiac Club, 
the Sons of the American Revolution, the Re- 
publican League, and the Young Men's Repub- 
lican CluJj of New Haven. 

Mr. Ely was married Octobei' 1«, 1«SL to 
Mary Certrude Little, of Sheffield, Mass., 
daughter of Lucius and Lucretia (Holmes) 
Little. Tliey have one .<oii, William Brewster 
Elv, born October 19, iSS'i. 



WILLIAM KNEELAND TOWN- 
SEND, of New Haven, judge of 
the Lnited States District Court, is descended 
li'om a family of great anti(|uity in Norfolk 
county, I*]ngland. He was born in New Haven, 
.June 12, 1S49. His educational as well as 
social opportunities were all that couLl be 
desired Entering Yale University he graiL 
uated with lionor in LS71 and entered the 
Yale Law School in 1872. There he carried 
off both tlie .Jewell and the Civil Law com- 
position prizes, graduating in 1874, second in 
his class. After a P]uropean trij) he began 
the practice of the profession in his native citv 
in as.sociation with Hon. Simeon E. Baldwin, 
and in 187(J entered the graduate cla.ss in the 
Law School, taking the degree of M. L. in 
1878, and of D. C. L. in 1880. In the years 
1X79-80 he served as a member of the city 
Common Council and in 1880 was elected 
alderman from the Eirst ward. In 18,S1 he 
published a work entitled "Tlie New Con- 
necticut Civil OfHcer," the merit of which was 
sufficient to cause it to be adopted l)y the State 
of Connecticut. In the practice of his pro- 
fession during the comparatively short period 
preceding his elevation to higher duties, he 
won his way rapidlv towards the front rank. 
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He made the interests of liis clients liis tirst 
consideration, devoted to tlieir cases the best 
powers of his keen and well ti'ained intellect, 
and made them his endnring friends hy the 
native magnetism of his })ersonal manner. In 
1S8G he liecame a [)artner of ( ieorge D. \\'at- 
rous, and the firm \\as cijunsel fi:)r the New 
York, New Haven and Hartford railroad 
and for various other eorporatinns, in which 
capacity affairs of great importance came into 
their care. In -lune, isdl, .ludge 'ro\\-nsend 
was ap})ointed professor of [ileailing in Yale 
Law school, and as Edward .1. l'hel[is pro- 
fessor of contracts he is still a popular and 




WILLIAM K. TO\V.\SL.\D. 

efficient member of the faculty. In 1.SS9 he 
was elected cor})Oration counsel of the city of 
New Haveir. 

In 189li, after aljout seventeen years of act- 
ive practice, during winch much important 
litigation came to his luuids, he recei\'ed a})- 
pointment to his j)resent office of judge of 
the Cnited States District Court. Here his 
work during the jiast se\'en years has met with 
high corrnriendation from the profession. 

Judge 1'o\\'iLsend is a member of the Kepul)- 
lican league, of the Graduates and I'niversity 
clubs of New Haven, and of the Century, the 



University and the Ijoone and Crockett clubs 
of New Yoi'k. 

On .July 1, I.S74, .fudge Townsend was mar- 
ried to AFary Leavenworth Trowbridge, of New 
Llaven, daugliter of Wiiiston -I. and Mary 
(Leavenworth) Tiowbridge. They have had 
three childixai : Winston Trowljridge, born 
June 10, LS7S; Mary Leavenwoi'th, born De- 
cember (), 1X79 ; and Ceoige Henry, born July 
'I'l, 1S,S4, the two younger of whom are living. 
Winston Townsend died May 2, 1898. 



OLIVER ELLSWORTH was born 
April 29, 1745, at W'indsor, Connecti- 
cut, being the son of David Ellsworth and 
Jemima Leavitt ami great-grandson of Josiali 
Ellsworth, who died in Windsor in lf)89. 
Olivei' Ellsworth's home was always in Wind- 
sor, and he went to Yale college in 1762 but 
soon left for Princeton, graduating fronr the 
latter college with high honors in 1766. He 
then took up the study of theology under the 
Rev. Dr. Bellamy of Lethleham, Connecticut, 
l>ut at the advice of the distinguished divine 
he took up the study of law. This was owing 
to a remarkably logical essay which Oliver 
Ellsworth handed to his instructor to criticize. 
In 1771 Oliver Ellsworth was admitted to the 
Hartford county l)ar, and although living in 
Windsor, he practiced law in Hartford and 
attended to farming at his own home. 

In 1775, having shown his ability as a law- 
yer, he received the apjiointment of State's 
attorney for Connecticut and soon after was 
elected as a re])resentative to the general 
assembly, and was also ap})ointed as dele- 
gate to the continental congress in 1777. 

In the difficult process of framing the con- 
stitution of the United States, Oliver Ellsworth 
was, it has been often stated, tlie most influen- 
tial of all those who had to do with that re- 
markable instrument. It was only through 
his wise and timely suggestions that an agree- 
ment was liiially made between the larger and 
srjialler states in the matter of rejitresentation 
in congress; and after long and wearisome de- 
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bates, each side lieing tirni and even stuljljoni, 
Ellsworth suggested that representation in the 
lower house should he in proportion to tlie 
population, which pleased the larger states, 
and that equal re})resentation should he in the 
senate. This was adopted. 

Oliver Ellsworth's most prominent work 
was the judiciary act, which stands unchanged 
to-day, and the Supreme Court of the United 
iStates is a monument to Ids memory as well 
as the inferior United States courts. This act 
was passed wliile he was in the United States 
senate. 

In 1784-1785 (.)liver EUswoiih was a judge 
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OLIVER ELLSWORTH. 



of the Supreme Court in his own State, and 
doubtless it was from this ])osition he was 
called to the senate. 

As lie has Ijeen called by John Adams, "the 
finest pillar of the whole of Washington's 
administration," it maybe added that Wash- 
ington personally desired Ellsworth to succeed 
him as president of the United States. Mr. 
Calhoun also, in a speech made l>y Inm in tlie 
senate, pays him this trilarte years after: 
" Who are the men of the States to whom we 
are indebted for this a(hnirable government '? 
I will name them : their names ouglit to Ijc 
entrraved on Itrassand li\'e forever. Thev are 



Ciiief Justice Ellsworth, Roger Sherman, and 
Judge Patterson," etc. 

From 1796 to 1800 he served as chief ju.stice 
of the Supreme Court of the United States, 
and was in 1799 appointed as minister })leni- 
potentiary to make a treaty of peace with 
France. Although in feeble health and endur- 
ing a hard passage, Ellsworth secured a treaty 
most satisfactory to the United States and re- 
ceived every mark of honor and distinction 
]:)otli in England and F" ranee. 

While abroad Ellsworth resigned as chief 
justice, as his health was poor. Upon his re- 
turn home he accepted again the position of 
judge of the Supreme Court of his own State 
and held this position until the day of his 
death, November 26, 1807. 

(Oliver Ellsworth was of a deep religious 
character, and his acts in the various jiositions 
in his most active life prove this. A personal 
friend of George Washington and admired by 
all who came in contact with him, whether on 
tlie bench as judge of the Supreme Court or as 
minister in a foreign country. His opinions 
when once fixed were not shaken, and even 
Napoleon said when he saw Ellsworth in 
Paris: "Who is that man'.' We will have to 
grant him whatever he demands regarding 
the treatv." 



WILLIA^I WOLCOTT ELLSWORTH, 
governor of Connecticut, 18.j8-42, 
ju<lge of the Superior Court and of the Supreme 
Court of Errors, 1847-61, was a conspicuous 
figure in state civil and judicial history for 
many years. Moreover, he was one of the 
most distinguished lights of the legal profes- 
sion in tills State, and his splendid life and 
attainments are yet among the cherished 
memories of the other memliers of the State 
Ijar. On the occasion of liis death his eulo- 
gist, the late William R. Cone, truthfully 
voiced the sentiment of the entire bar when he 
said Judge Ellsworth's "honesty was of per- 
fect whiteness:" and not a whit less sincere 
was the still earlier pul^lic utterance of Rufus 
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Choate in describing Judge Ellswortli as a man 
of "hereditary capacity, ])urity, learning and 
love of the law." And ytill further the emi- 
nent Clioatesaid: "If the land of the Slier- 
mans and Griswolds and Daggetts and ^Vill- 
ianises, rich as she is in learning and virtue, 
has a sounder lawyer, a more upright magis- 
trate, or an honester man in her pul)lic service, 
I do not know his name." 

As tlie chief magistrate of this his native 
State, he devoted himself to her interests and 
the advancement of tlie education of her peo- 
ple with that ardor and intiexilde purpose 
which characterized him in every undertak- 
ing. As a judge he brought to the liench, as 
he did to the bar, great purity and uprightness 
of character, learning, love of profession, indus- 
try, high integrity of mind and heart, and tliat 
habit of patient and impartial investigation 
which made him distinguished as a lawyer 
and most acceptable as a judge — "a man whom 
the State delighted to lionor, and in honoring 
whom slie honored herself." As a Christian 
gentleman he was characterized by sim})licity 
of manner and dignity of person, and by an 
earnest love of the truth and the doctrines of 
the Bible. (Resolutions of Hartford bar, 
adopted .January 16, LS6S). 

Judge Ellsworth was born in Windsor, 
Hartford county, Novemljer 10, 1791, and was 
the thinl son of Oliver Ellsworth, the latter the 
.second chief justice of the United States 
Supreme Court. He was educated in the pul> 
lic schools of his native town; was prepared 
for college and in 1806 he entered Yale col- 
lege, graduating in 1810. His early legal 
education was acijuired in the famous Jjitch- 
field Law school under the tutorship of Judges 
Tapping Reeve and James GouM, and also in 
the office of Thomas Scott Williams (afterward 
Chief Justice Williams of tlie Suprenie <'ourt). 
He was admitted to practice in 1813 and soon 
afterward began his professional careei' in 
Hartford. 

At the bar of the courts in Hartford county 
Judge Ellsworth early ^^'on a standing of 
prominence, for even then he seemed to bave 



inlierited many of tljc [lersonal traits of bis 
distinguished father. I'eisoiial inde})endence 
and self-reliance wei'e bis native characteristics, 
added to \\diicli was athorougli understanding 
of the law, the result of cartJiiI study. Cir- 
cumstances also contributed to his success in 
early life, for on the election of Judge Williams 
to congress. Judge Ellswortli, wlio was his 
[)artnei', succeeded to tlic large and profitable 
practice of tlie firm, and he conducted the 
business almost unai<led for two years. There- 
after for a period of sixteen years he «'as 
engaged in active practice and gained a wide 
reputation for ability at the bar of the courts. 




WILLIAM W. ELLSWORTH. 

Naturally, a man of his mark could not well 
avoiil being drawn somewhat into the arena of 
politics, although much against bis personal 
inclination. In 18'27 Judge Ellswortli was 
elected to congress, serve<l five years and then 
declineil a re-nomination. In the house dur- 
ing the entire time he was on the judiciary 
committee, and bis ablest forensic etforts were 
in Ijehalf of the American tariff and tlie pen- 
sion l)ills. In 1834 he returned to his prac- 
tice and after a Inief resiiite of four years he 
again was pressed into the political service of 
his party, the wdiig, though against his wisb, 
for tlie governorship of Connecticut. He was 
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elected, and was continued in ofKce four years. 
During this period he was urged to accept an 
election to tlie senate of the United States, hut 
in this he successfully withstood the demands 
of his party. However, in 1847 he was elected 
hy the legislature to a seat on the hench of the 
Superior Court and the Supreme Court of 
Errors, and served as an associate judge of the 
latter court until 1861, when, havinig attained 
his seventieth year, he retired from the hench. 
In the later j'ears of his life his voice and .sen- 
timents were the gui<lance of the repuljlican 
part}', especially during the dark years of the 
civil war, for he was one of the airiest and the 
nohlest su}iporters of the cause for which ^Ir. 
Lincoln contended. Judge Ellsworth died 
.January 15, 1868. 



WILLlA:\r L. STORKS, cjjief justice 
of the Sujireme Court of Coiniecticut 
fiTjm J^hruary 9, 1857, to the time of his 
death, June 25, 1861, was one of the most 
honorahle and honored representatives of the 
law in the liistory of the State, a man of com- 
rjianding intellect, high legal attainments and 
great judicial ahility; a man of the old dis- 
tinctive Connecticut type, a native of the State, 
a descendant of good New England stock. 

Judge Storrs was horn in [Nfiddletowii. 
Ahirch 25, 1795, and was educated in the puli- 
lic schools of his native town, anil in Yale col- 
lege, graduating with honors in 1814. lie 
fitted himself for the Vaw, was admitted to 
practice and hegan his long jirofessional career 
in ]\[iildletown, where he soon estalJished a 
reputation for capacity, integrity and high 
moral worth. In less than ten years he was 
the leader of the Middlesex county liar, hence 
natui'ally was early called into puhlic life. In 
1827-29 he represented his town in the assein- 
l>ly, and again in 18:34; \vhen in the Ijouse foi' 
a fourth time he was its speaker and the most 
distinguished memher of that hody. In 1829 
he was elected to coiigi'ess and was re-elected 
in 1831, serving at that time four years. In 
1S39 he again was in the house of representa- 



tives in Washington, and while serving in that 
capacity he was elected to the hench of the 
Supreme Court of tins State. 

Judge Storrs was appointed to the hench in 
May, 1840, and served as one of the associate 
justices until Fehruary 9, 1857, when he was 
elevated to the chief-justiceship. His career as 
a magistrate covered a period of more than 
twenty years, and it is douhtful wdiether in the 
history of the judiciary in the State there ever 
has Ijeen a magi.strate who connnaiided such 
ahsolute confidence, respect and esteem as he. 
His conscientiousness was almost proveiJiial, 
his opinions were models of judicial reasoning. 
Indeed, his dominant charaetei-istics were wise 
discrimination, liroad reasoning, uncjuestioned 
honesty and firm determination. His life was 
an honor to his county and to tlie State, and 
his death was a loss to the legal profession, the 
hench and to the people of Connecticut. 

"Of the general character of the late chief 
justice," said his eulogist, Mr. Deming, "of his 
keen insight into the liidden depths of human 
motives, of his Jolmsonian po\\'er and senteii- 
tiousness in exposing a sophism and refuting 
a fallacy, of liis dry and sarcastic jjumor, of 
his familiarity with the English cla.ssics, of his 
acute sensihilities, and of his social graces. I 
need not speak to tliose who have enjoyed his 
society in his rare intervals of I'elaxation. It 
was not, however, these accomplishments, nor 
his iiati\'e power, nor his logical grasp, nor his 
acquisitions, norliis professional training, that 
finally estahlished upon such a solid Ijasis his 
reputation as an accomplished judge, respected 
and beloved hy all who practiced in his court. 
We may place in that vacant and mournful 
chau- a greater natural intellect, learning more 
}irofound, sharper and more finished disei[iline : 
and yet the throne of the chief justice will not 
hefille.l." 



JESSE ROOJ', associate justice of the Su- 
pi'eme Court h-om 17^9 to 1798, chief 
justice from 179.S to 1807, and who brought to 
that office a profound understanding- of the 
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law, was originally edueatt'd for the ministry, 
and after several years uf clerical life he aliau- 
doned it for the law. 

Judge Root was graduated at Princeton col- 
lege in 1756, and in 17(i3 he was admitted to 
practice law. Having ca.st his fortune's \\itli 
the legal profession, he i)racticed until the 
outbreak of the American revolution. In 

1777 he joined the (.'ontinental army under 
General Washington at IVekskill, and was 
given a commission as lieutenant-colonel. In 

1778 he was a delegate to the Continental con- 
gress at Philaileliihia, and serveil in that 
capacity four years. In 17.S9 he was appointed 



and carefully written, and redect in a way the 
life he led ])i'evious to his change from the 
ministry to the profession of law. 




JESSE ROOT. 

to the jjench of the Su[)ei'ior Court, serving as 
associate justice until 1798, and as chief jus- 
tice from that year until 1807. 

While acting as associate justice, -fudge Root 
added 10 his regular duties that of reprirting 
cases, and his essay on the connnon law of 
Connecticut, wliich apj»ears as a preface to the 
fii'st volume of liis reports, is the first work of 
its kind in the State. 

Recollections of -Judge Root are very meagre, 
and no present practicing lawyer in this State 
has more than traditional remembrance of his 
active professional life. His re})Orts indicate 
a thorough knowledge of the law, are clearly 



THOMAS BELDP^N BUTLER, chief judge 
of the Su[irenie Court of Errors from May, 
1S7U, to May, l<s7-3, when he resigned on 
account of impaired health, was Itorn in 
Wetherslield, August 2'J, iHOd, and died in 
Norwalk, June 8, 1X7-']. His parents were 
Frederick and Mary (Belden) Butler, jjoth of 
whom were well kiio\\'n in literary circles, liis 
father ha\-ing Ix'cn the author of several 
works, notaljly a "Compendium of Histoiy," 
which attracted favoralJe attention an<l com- 
ment early in the nineteenth century. 

Judge Butler was educated under his father's 
innnediate supervision, and for the profession 
of medicine. He was a student in the medi- 
cal departmeid of Yale college and afterward 
in a similar institution in Rliiladelidiia, where 
he completed his course and \\'as licensed to 
practice. He began professional life in Nor- 
M'alk, where his N\'ork was reasonal)ly success- 
ful, but at the end of eight years he abandoned 
the [>ractice, Ijeing impelled to that action Ijy 
reason of his own highly nervous tem})erament 
and sensitiveness that could not bear the 
sufferings of jiatients. He then turned to the 
la\^•, for which l.)y nature and inclination he 
was better fitted, and in this ste}> he was 
gui<le<I more by his own desii'es than the 
[larental prefert'uce. He read law with Judge 
Clark Bissel and came to the bar of Fairticld 
county in 1S.'37. He at once I)egan practice, 
was remarkably successful ami soon attained 
a standing of prominence in the ranks of the 
professicin. His lirst law partner was Tliad- 
dcus Belts, U[i()u whose death while senator in 
congress. Judge Butler succeeded to the large 
ami profitaljle })ractice of the firiu. His second 
[lartner was ()rrin S. EeriT, then recently ad- 
mitted to the bar, and who afterwai'd was 
elected to the Cnited States senate. His third 
and last partner was .losiah M. (barter, with 



14 



THE JUDICIARY AND THE BAR OF NEW ENGLAND. 



whom he was associated wiien elected to tlie 
bench of the Superior Court. 

Judge Butler was elevated to the beuch of 
the Superior Court in May, Ls.jo, and afterward 
was a judicial officer until a few weeks before his 
death, when by reason of failing health he re- 
signed his seat. As a lawyer he is remem- 
bered as possessing sterling qualities of mind, 
a careful studious nature and the rare faculty 
of quickly and accurately determining doubt- 
ful questions of law. He had not a strong 
physique, yet he was a constant worker, and 
when in later years the cares of judicial office, 
with the responsibilities of the chief justiceship 
were wearing away his strength, he bore his 
sufferings with remarkalde patience. lu 1861 
he was elevated to the bench of the Supreme 
Court of Errors, and was made its chief judge 
May 13, 1870. His subse(juent career on the 
bench was marked with an aljility that showed 
the perfect judicial mind in an enfeebled frame, 
but never was he known to utter complaint. 
As a physician he could not bear the sufferings 
of those whom he was called to attend, but he 
himself was a patient, uncomplaining sufferer. 
At length, however, he resigned (May, 1873) 
and laid ilown the cares of office for rest and 
quiet. He lived only a few weeks and died in 
June of the same year. 

Judge Butler's biographer, in analyzing his 
personal characteristics, said : "His common 
sense perceptions were quick and positive, and 
he saw clearly the real justice of a case. His 
only fault in tliis relation was a tendency in 
an unusual degree to speculative views. His 
mind was in the highest degree philosophical 
and never found more congenial occupation 
than when engaged in unhampered specula- 
tion on some philosophical subject, more 
especially ol a physical nature." Commenting 
further, the same writer says he was absolutely 
free from ostentation or pretention, and that 
there was nothing he heM in more utter con- 
tempt. He also was a plain man, in manners, 
liabits and dress and always held familiar in- 
tercourse with his professional associates. He 
enjoyed the humorous side of things, and 



although not given to story-telling, he had a 
rich fund of anecdotes tending to illustrate 
some eccentricity of human character which 
on occasion he told very effectively. 

Although Judge Butler was a life-long 
attendant at the services of the Congregational 
church, he did not have an actual memljership 
therein until a short time before his death. 
He had often given -serious thought to relig- 
ious subjects, but always postponed definite 
action until late in life. He was received into 
church membership and partook of the Lord's 
supper on June 2, ] 873, and six days afterward 
he died. 



DAVID DAGGETT, chief justice of 
the Superior Court of Connecticut in 
1832-4, associate justice of the same court from 
1826 to 1832, senator in congress six years, 
and for forty-five years a conspicuous figure in 
public life, was Ijorn in Attleborough, Massa- 
chusetts, December 31, 1764, and died in New 
Haven April 12, 1851, in the eighty-eighth 
year of his life. He was a descendant in the 
fifth generation of Job Daggett, a Puritan, who 
came to America in 1630 with Winthrop's 
company and settled in Watertown, in the 
[Massachusetts colony. 

Judge Daggett's father was Thomas Dag- 
gett, a man of sterling integrity and strong 
religious tendencies that were manifest in his 
daily walk, and the son himself was a deep 
thinker on all religious questions during his 
active life. It is evident that Thomas Daggett 
was able to provide his son with an excellent 
early education, for at the age of sixteen years 
heentered the junior class in Yale college; and 
he was graduated, with honors, in 1783. A few 
years later, when the college conferred on him 
the master's degree, he delivered an oration that 
attracted widespread attention, and was ordered 
puldished — an unusual proceeding and a mark 
of special honor. He received the honorary 
degree of LL. D. in 1826. 

Having determined to enter the legal pro- 
fession. Judge Daggett took up the study of 
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law witli Charles Chauncey, of New Haven, 
and in ITSli he was admitted t(.i })raetiee. Dur- 
ing the })eriod of his law reading, he main- 
tained himself hy performing the duties (if 
butler in the college and also hy teaehing in 
the Hopkins (xrammar scliool ; and soon aftiM' 
he came to the l:>ar he was ofll-red a tutorship 
i]i the college, Imt declined it in favor of the 
profession he had determined to follow. He 
came into active life soon after the close of the 
revolution, at a time when the States of the 
nnion were re-organizing in accordance witii 
the new condition of political attairs, and when 
men of capacity and understanding were in 
demand in the halls of legislation. Whether 
Judge Daggett was aml)itious to enter iiolitics 
none of his l)iographers inform us, and while 
he struck out earnestly into the depths of legal 
practice he soon was drawn into the political 
field; and for a period of forty-five years he 
was a prominent figure in public life, advanc- 
ing step Ijy step from the lower house of the 
legislature to the United States senate and to 
the chief justiceship of the Superior Court of 
his State. IrSut throughout this long period 
of [lublic ser\'ice Judge Daggett maintained a 
con.stant relation with the liar and was ne\'ei- 
out of practice until appointed to the bench. 
With him political life was a duty, not a 
diversion or means of liveliliood, ami the \\\\\ 
was his mainstay and su[iport, his shield and 
buckler. However, let us glance jjriefiy at 
this eminent lawyer in his }iublic caieer, and 
then at his personal characteristics as an up- 
right citizen, for he was Ijoth in the highest 
and fullest sense. 

Juilge Daggett represented New Haven in 
the lower house of the general assembly 
from 1791 until 1797, and was its speaker 
after 1794. He was elected to the senate in 
1797, and retained his seat in that liody until 
1804, when he resigned. In llSOo he was re- 
turned to the house, and in 1809 was again in 
the senate, serving four years, until LSl;!, 
when he was elected to a seat in the [inited 
States senate, and for the next six years was a 
factor in national politics. He was a federalist, 



and a leader of an influential minority in con- 
gress, while in his own State he undoubtedly 
guided and controlled the policy of his jiarty- 
He was no tyrant, jealous and watchful of his 
[lower, liuta natural leailerwho swayeil public 
o[iinion with logic and leai'iiing, with mighty 
inili\-idual sti'ength. 

In 1811 .ludge Daggett was apjiointed State's 
attorney, but resigned the office when he was 
chosen to the senate. Returning from the 
national capitol in 1819, he resumed law prac- 
tice, which in a measure he was forced to 
neglect while in congress, and thereafter for 
some years he stood at the head of the T'oiniec- 
ticut bar — a to\'\'er of strength in the legal pro- 
fession. For him it was a fortunate interrujition 
in his [lublic career, as he was enaliled to recu- 
jierate his ]iersonal estate and provi<le for the 
future. In 1824 he was made an associate 
insti'uctor in the law school, and in 1826 was 
appointed Kent professor of law in Yale La\\' 
schocil, holiling lioth jiositions long after he 
had retired from pulilic life. In May, 182(i. 
he was chosen associate justice of the Su}ierior 
('ourt, and was advanced to the chief justice's 
chair in ].s.'S2. On December 31, 1834, hav- 
ing attained his seventieth year, he was re- 
tireil from the bench, yet for many years 
afterward he was engaged in jiractice. In 
182s and 1.S29 Judge Daggett was mayor of 
Ne«' Haven. 

In the annals of the old New Haven l.iar 
.fudge Daggett always has been referred to as 
the veritalile legal giant. Although dignified 
in manner he was \\ithout \ariity and alto- 
gether above it. He raivly blundered, always 
frankly acknowledged an ei'ror, and never 
intentionally committed a wrong action. As 
an orator he displayed masterly aljility, had an 
inexhaustible fuml of bunmr, abounded in 
anecdcite, and his \\-it and jiathos at times 
were iinmitable. His mind was receptive and 
retentive, far above trivial things, yet firm in 
its grasp ui>on that which was gcjod. His 
knowledge of the scriptures was amazing, and 
its finest passages were hx'<juently interwii\-en 
in his arguments and aildi'esses. He alwa^'s 
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had lived an upriglit life, and in his later years 
he accepted the fulness of Christianity and 
died a Christian. 



ISAAC TOUCEY unquestional;)ly was one of 
the most distinguished and also one of 
tlie ahlest representatives of the legal profession 
in this State who attained a p)Osition of com- 
manding importance in public life. He came 
to the bar in Hartford in 181.S, and from that 
time until his election to congress in 1835 he 
was best known as a lawyer in active practice, 
although during that period he served thirteen 
years as State's attorney for Hartford county, 
having held that office from 1822 to 18o5. 

Mr. Toucey first became a figure in national 
political history in 1835, when he was sent to 
congress. He was a member of the house, and 
one of the strongest debaters on the democratic 
side, four years. He was not returned at the 
end of his second term, and for the next ten 
years he was one of tlie leaders of the bar in 
this State. In 1846 he was elected governor 
of Connecticut and served one year. During 
the latter part of Mr. Polk's administration he 
was United States attorney-general and the 
president's chief legal advisor. In 1850 he was 
in the senate of this State, and in tlie next year 
was elected by the Connecticut legislature to a 
seat in the senate of the United States. 

Mr. Toucey served in the upper house of 
congress one term of six years and was regarded 
as one of the ablest members of that body. As 
senator he was brought into association with 
the leading statesmen of the country, both 
democrats and whigs, and while he was not 
the recognized leader on his own siile he never- 
theless occupied a position of importance in the 
councils of his party in Washington. In 1857, 
on Mr. Buchanan's accession to the presidency, 
lie was called to the caljinet and given the 
portfolio of the navy department. 

At the close of the Buchanan administration 
(lovernor Toucey returned to liis home in 
Hartford and, to a limited extent, lie resumed 
law practice. His long public service, ^^■ith 



its vicissitudes and responsibilities, had a tell- 
ing effect upon his physical strength, and 
while he practiced in an advisory capacity he 
was virtually retired from active professional 
work. He surely had earned rest and quiet 
after thirty years of arduous practice and more 
than twenty years of public service, yet he was 
offered and declined a seat on the bench of the 
Supreme Court of the United States. 

Judge William D. Shipman, one of Gov- 
ernor Toucey's biographers, in writing of the 
latter's characteristics and professional worth, 
said: "He justly ranked among the ablest 
lawyei-s in the State. He was thorough and 




ISAAC TOUCEY. 



indefatigable in the preparation and trial of 
his causes. His manner was imposing but 
somewliat cold and formal, but his courage was 
undaunted and his perseverance unflagging. 
He never gave up the cause of his client until 
every resource which the law furnished had 
been exhausted. He was a very accurate law- 
yer, learned and exact in pleading, and clear 
and orderly in the presentation of his case. 
He was tall in person, and though of slender 
figure, he had fine features and a commanding 
presence. He sjwke slowly and with great 
precision. His diction was strong and clear. 
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l)ut without a particle of oniauRMit." lii his 
private character Mr. 'J'oucoy was ^^•itho^It 
blemish. " He was a eonsi.stent ami (le\-out 
member of the Episco[)al church, lie \A'as an 
eminently just maii. In liis own con\'ic- 
tions he was as firm as a granite rock, ami 
he held to them with a strength and tenacity 
of will that were unsur[iassed. His adminis- 
tration of the navy department during the last 
of Mr. Buchanan's administration has often 
lieen severely ciiticised, liut it may be said with 
entire truth, of Mdiicli there exists am])le and 
conclusive proof, tl)at these criticisms were 
without foumlation." 

Isaac Touccy was born in Newtown, Noveuj- 
ber 5, 1796, and died in Hartford, July ■'!(!, 
181)9. He came to the bar in LslS, and in the 
same year began the i)ractice of law in Hart- 
ford. 



OKIGEN 8T0KRS SEYMOUR, chief 
justice of the Supi-eme Court of (V.)nnec- 
ticut from LS73 to February, 1874, tlie worthy 
successor in that high judicial office of Thomas 
Belden Butler, was born in IJtchtield, I\djru- 
ary 9, 18(14, and died in that town August 12, 
1881. His father, < )zias Seymour, was tbr 
many 3'ears sheriff of Litchheld county, and 
his grandfather, Mayor Moses Seymour, was 
an officer and jjatriot of the re\'olution. In- 
deed, this bi'anch of the Seymour family 
included several men of distinction in puldic 
life, among whom may Ije mentioned GoN'Ciaior 
Horatio Seymour, of New York, and Senatoj- 
Horatio Seymour, of A^ermont. Another 
branch of the faujily were among the pif)i)eers 
in southern New York, and also includeil sev- 
eral men of more than oi'dinary prominence, 
•fudge Seymour was well educated before he 
came into puldic life, and he graduated at 
Yale college, with honors, in 1824. While in 
college, however, his eye.s were seriously 
affected and he was compelled to learn his 
lessons by having them read by his class mates: 
Ijut despite this affliction he was proficient as 
a student and stood well up in his cla.ss. 



Leaving college he studied law in his native 
town and came to the bar in Lihdihidd county 
in l82(i. He at once entered into ;ieti\'e life 
and soon took a ])Osition in the front rank ol' 
the }irofession, ])ecoming the leader of the bar 
in his own county, conti'olling an extensive 
})i'actice and enjoying a State-wide I'eputation 
as a man of learning and high character. He 
Ix'came known in Hartfoi'd tlii-(jugh his fre- 
quent ajipearance tlau'e in the liiglier courts, 
andalsoasa legislatorin its assembly, in wdiich 
he often repi'csented his town, and in 1850 was 
chosen speaker of the house. In l.S'il he was 
elected to congress and was re-elected in 18o."5. 
Two years later (l.sr)5) (in the reoiganization 
of the courts of this State he was one of the 
four new judges elected hy the general assem- 
bly to the Ijencli of the Superior Court. His 
term expii'ed in 18(3.">, at a time wdien the rela 
tions between the existing political parties 
were somew hat strained and wdien the repul.i- 
licans, the dominant jiarty of the State, could 
not yield one jot of consideration to their 
oj>]ionents on acc<iunt of the di viilei] sentiment 
growing out of the ci\dl wai'. Therefore, in 
that year the repnl)lican majority in the legis- 
lature refused to recognize .fudge Seymour's 
right to a re-election and chose his successor 
from its own following. 

This implies that .Judge Seymour was a 
democrat wdiose piditical sentiments were not 
fully in accord with Mr. Lincoln's war policy, 
yet such was hardly the case. It is true, how- 
e\'er, that both he and his colleague upon the 
bench — ludge ^\'ald(l — wei'c democrats, but 
neither was allied to the radi("il, bitter ele- 
ment of the jiarty, and neither e\'er showed 
hostility to the wai' policy of the party in 
jiower. 

At the expiration <if his term of office Judge 
Seymour resumed law jiractice in [lai'tnership 
with his son, Ivhvai'd W. Seymour (his first 
law partner was (ieorge ( '. Woodruff'), the firm 
standing at the head of the Litchfield I>ar. 
But he was not long to li\'e in prix'ate life, as 
his great usefulness on the bemdi in eai'lir r 
vears made his services again necessary. But 
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before his re-election was accomplished lie 
twice stood (1864 and 1865) as the democratic 
candidate for the governorship ; and while he 
was us frequently Ijeaten at the polls it was not 
that his popularity was less Ijut rather that at 
the time the soldier vote was east solidly for 
tlie republican nominee. 

In 187t), however, the re[>uljlican legislature 
made reparation for any injustice it may have 
done in former years by electing Judge Sey- 
mour to the Itench of the Supreme Court hy an 
almost unanimous vote. In 187.j, upon the 
death of Chief Justice Butler, he was chosen to 
the vacant seat and tliereafter served with 
great ability and unswerving fidelity until he 
attained his seventieth year. He then retired 
and afterward was almost constantly engaged 
in trying causes in the capacity of referee. In 
1876 he was made chairman of the connnission 
selected to settle the long disimted boundary 
question with New York, and he also was pre- 
siding officer of the commission chosen about 
the same time to prejiare the new code of prac- 
tice which the legislature api)roved and 
ado[)teil in 1879; audit was largely through 
his known influence and professional worth 
that the bar of the State accepted the coile as 
a useful auxiliary of practice. 

Judge Seymoui' died in 1881 in the town in 
whicli he was Ijorn and in which he always 
lived. His loss was felt not only in Litchfield 
but throughout Connecticut, especially in the 
capitol city, where lie was regarded as the 
father of the law. '_)n the occasion of his death 
the Hartford Ijar at a puldic meeting highly 
eulogized his sterling qualities, the remark of 
ttovernor Hubbard having Ijeen especially ap- 
propriate: " He seemed to me to possess in a 
marked degree what we are accustomed to call 
the judicial conscience. His moral sense was 
keen and discriminating, and he liail a quick 
scent for the discovery of fraud, falsehood and 
oppression in the entanglements of a cause. 
He was made up for a great chancellor. Such 
an office he would have filled to its full and 
maile it illustrious with the noljle ethics of 
equity law carrieil home to thebusiness of men." 



Again, in speaking of Judge Seymour's 
work as a member of the code commission, the 
orator said : " You would have said in advance 
that he was the hist lawyer in the State to re- 
bel against an old hereditary bondage of the 
law. But he .said and felt, what some of our 
best lawyers have found so difficult to see and 
feel — that the law has remained for centuries 
a dead and cowardly conservatism, rusted and 
crusted all over with what Burke calls 'the 
awful hoar of innumerable ages.' How bold 
and courageous he was for reform, and yet how 
careful, discrete and wise, let our new system 
of civil procedure testify. By this work, more 
than all else he has done, he has left his mark 
on the jurisju'udence of the State." 



ZEPHANIAH SWIFT, chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court from 181-5 to 1819, one 
of the most valualile contributors to the early 
literature of the law in Connecticut, and, 
withal, one of the most iirofound legists in 
New England in bis time, \\'as graduated from 
Yale college in 1778, and aljout two years 
later began the practice of law in \\'indham 
county ; but he evidently was more devoted as 
a student and analyst of the law than as a 
practitioner, and was eminently qualified for 
the judicial position he filletl so long and hon- 
orably. In 179;i and again in 1795, he was 
elected to congress, and when in 1800 Chief 
Justice Oliver Ellsworth was .sent on his diplo- 
matic mission to France, Mr. Swift accompa- 
nied him as secretary. Immediately on his 
return, in 1801, he was appointed to a seat on 
the bench of the Supreme Court of Coiniecti- 
cut, .servnig as as.sociate justice until 1815, and 
as chief justice from the year last mentioned to 
1819, when he retired. 

While in congress Judge Swift wrote and 
published his " Sy.stem of the Laws of Connec- 
ticut," in two volumes, a work altogether 
unique and one that attracted attention 
throughout New England. In 1810 he Issued 
the "Digest of the Laws of Evidence in Civil 
and (Jriminal Cases, and a Treatise on Bills 
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of Exchange and Promissory Notes," a, some- 
what comprehensive work initssco})e, dit!'usi\'e 
in the subjects treated, yet a recognized author- 
ity in hxw. In 1822 and 1823 lie i)ulilislied a 
"Digest of the Laws of Connecticut," also in 
two volumes, a valuable and relial.ile reference 
work, and one which inform and arrangement 
of subject matter was used as a model for later 
publications. The "Digest" was Judge Swift's 
last contribution to tlie literature of the 
profession. 

TAPPING REBATE, chief justice of the 
Superior Court in 1S14 and 1815, and 
associate judge of the same court fi'om i 79S to 
181"), son of Rev. Abner Reeve, was l)>ji'n in 
Southold, Long Island, in October, 1774, and 
died in Litchfield, Decemljcr L", 1823. He 
\\as educated for the law and was graduated 
at the College of New Jersey, afterward remain- 
ing as a tutor in that institution four years. 
In 1784 he founded a law school in Litchfield, 
the hrst institution of its kind in the country, 
and one in which many of the foremost lawvei's 
of the State in later years acquired their early 
legal training. The head of the school ^^■as 
himself a lawyer of profound learinng, and 
had he Ijeen aird^itious, or an aspirant for pub- 
lie otfice, the lughest political honors awaited 
him. As it was, he devoted his energies al- 
most wholly to the success of his school and 
placed it ujion a secure basis Ijefore he took his 
seat on the bench of the Sujierior Court. 

Judge Ree\'e conducted the law school as 
sole })rincipal until 1798, when James (iould, 
LL. D., Ijecame a.ssociated in its management, 
the founder, however, maintaining his con- 
nection with the institution until 182(1. 

In 1798 Judge Reeve was ap})ointed to a 
seat on the bench of tlie Superior Coui't, and in 
1807 was elevated to an associate juilgcship in 
the Supreme Court. In 1814 he was maile 
chief justice and held that office until the next 
year. He then returned to his work in the 
law school, and incidentally to the i)ractice of 
law in Litchfield. After 1820 he lived in 
comparative retirement until his death. 



HENRY DUTTON, judge of the Supreme 
Court of Coiniecticut from May, 1861, 
to Fcbruai-y, 18(;(; — the courteous, active mag- 
istrate wdiose career u})on the bench was char- 
acterized with impartiality, intelligence and 
such marked aliiiity tliat he ranked among the 
ablest jurists of the State — was a native of 
Watertown, Coinie('ticut, liorn February 12, 
1796, and died in New Haven, April 20, 1869. 
He was the son of a farmer and his opportuni- 
ties to aci|uire a good early education were 
quite linnteil; but he was in a, great measure 
self-taught, and by constant application to his 
books, allied by a naturally Iji-igbt mind and a 
determined will, befitted himself for college 
without either an academic or preparatory 
course of study. He himself laid the founda- 
tion for his scholastic education, and he 
liuildcd dee]> and wide, and in later yeai's lie 
attained a distinction in his profession that 
])laced him among the true legists of his State, 
for he, indeeil, was skilled in tlie science of 
the law. 

Judge Dutton was graduated at Yale college 
ill I8l8, and was awanleil special honors for 
[)roficieiit scholarship. Although he then was 
fitted for practice his circumstances suggested 
tlie projiriety of temporarily teaching scliool as 
a means of replenishing his purse, and while 
so employed he read law under the instruction 
of Roger IMinott Sherman, of Fairfield. He 
also was for two years a tutor in Yale college, 
l)ut in 1823 lie lai<l aside the master's books 
and ojiened a law office in Newtown, wdicre in 
the course of a few years he became the asso- 
ciate and co-tein])orarv — and tlie peer — of 
such lights in the profession as Ilawley and 
Pootli and Sherman ami Letts — names famous 
ill the annals of the bar in this State. 

In 18;!7 Judge Dutton removed from New- 
town to Bridgeport, where be was brought 
into new associations, where his practice took 
a wider range and where he found full scope 
for all his remarkable })ow(m-s. Naturally 
enough he entered politics and repeatedly was 
chosen to office, representing Bridgeport In the 
a.ssemblv several terms, and also serving as 
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■State's attorney for Fairfield county. I5ut not- 
withstanding the success tliat crowned Ins 
efforts in professional and political life in 
Bridgeport, he left that city in the course of 
ten years and took up a permanent residence 
in New Haven. In 1S47 he was called to the 
Kent professorship of law in Yale Law school 
and soon afterward removed from Briclgeport. 
In connection «ith his law school work he 
continued practice and served (.)ne year as 
judge of the County Court. He also })repared 
and published a re\-ised edition of Swift's 
digest, and assisted in the revision of the 



pies ; that he possessed an extensive and accu- 
rate knowledge of adjudged cases, wonderful 
readiness in their application, great quickness 
of legal perception, fertility of resource, and a 
liappy audacity in assisting and maintaining 
new lines of legal thought which made a 
forniidalde antagonist. To his practical 
sagacity while in the legislature was largely 
due that fundamental change in the law of 
evidence that permitted parties in interest to 
testify — a law afterward adopted in other 
States and in which Connecticut was the pio- 
neer and .Judge Dutton tlje originator. 




HENRY DUTTON. 

Statutes in 1.S49. ls.",4 and ]S(j6. In 18-j4 lie 
was electei.l governor of the State hy the legis- 
lature, the people lia\ing filled to affect a 
choice at the preceding spring election. 

In May, isGl, -luilge Dutton was elected to 
succeeil AVilliara W'olcott Ellsworth on the 
bench of tlie Su[ireme <_'ourt, ami he ser\'ed 
with that Ijody until Feliruary lii, LSiiO. then 
ha\-ing nearly reached his seventietli year of 
life. Leaving the hench he resumed practice, 
hut chieHy de\'oted himself to lecture and in- 
struction work in the law school. 

'Jne of his hiogra[)hers says .Judge Button's 
mind was one vast storehouse of legal princi- 



WILLIAM HL'X(4ERF0KD, an hon- 
ored memher of the old Hartford 
fiai-, whose distinguished prominence was 
achieved wholly within the jiractice of his pro- 
fession and was not partially attril)utal.ile to 
political preferment, was horn in I-]ast Plad- 
dam, November 22, 178s, andilied in Hartford 
January 15, 1 87-'3. 

No more fitting triliute to the worth and 
character of Mr. Hungerford can Ije expressed 
than that contained in the following extracts 
from the resolutions of the Hartford Ijar, which 
were ailopted at a largely attended meeting 
held on tlie day following his death: ■■Mind- 
ful as we are of that eminent success to which 
he attained liy his own industry and integritv, 
\\t: would — w liile regretting that his career is 
ended — point with pride to a life well spent in 
the labors of our profession. The higlj jiosi- 
tion which he occujiied for so n.ianv vears at 
this bar, ami the puljlic confidence and respect 
which he secured, and which Ijecarne stronger 
and greater as his life grew longer, are signal 
and animating proofs to those who come after 
him that thorough legal investigation, severe 
apiilication to Ijusiness. and Jilameless puritv, 
aie vii-tues sure of their reward and worthy 
the emulatifin of all." 

■■Resolved, That we shall ever cherish the 
memorv of our ileceased brother for his inti- 
mate and tliorough knowledge of the science 
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of the law; liis untiring dex'otion tf} its i)ruc- 
tice; his sound and relial>le judgment ; his uni- 
form l^indness and courtesy to his hrethicn ; 
liis conscientious regard for trutli and justice, 
and for liis spotless pi'ofessional example (hir- 
ing a long life, therehy ele\'ating the character 
of the professiiin, and making fr>i' him the 
ve[)utation he richly deserved, (jf heing a mode] 
lawyer and an honest man." 

From William H. ( '(.)ne's eulogy delivered 
on tlie occasion mentioned, it is learned that 
Mr. Huugerford was graduated at Yale college 
in 18U9 and afterward s[)ent a few months in 
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WILLIAM HUNGERFOKD. 



teaching. He hegan the study nf hiw in 
I^yme, witii Matthew and Koger (li-iswold, 
and was adniitt<'il to practice in IM'l. He 
located foi' [iractice in I^ast fladdam, liis nati\'e 
town, where he |-emained until lsi:i!), then I'C- 
mo\'ing to Hai'tford. In Ivist Iladdam his 
clients wei-e few, ami he suppdi-ti'd hiniself 
chieHy by trying cases in Justice ( 'ourt ; hut 
while he found ahundant leisui'c he was hy no 
means idle, as every hour \\'as gi\'en to con- 
stant, patient study, and when he came tu the 
Hartfonl l)ar he raid-:ed among the most 
learned lawyei's of his time. "When he came 
to Hartford," savs Mi', ('one's address, " the 



first x'olume of the Connecficnit reports had 
heen puhlished, ami they (;ontaine(l not more 
than three or four cases U[)On the suliject of 
insurance. The whole law upon insurance 
has heen estahlishe(l and settleil siiiei^ that 
time, and he laid the chief agency in discuss- 
ing and settling those principles." Indeed, as 
he matured in professional streiigi-h and 
knowleilge, Ik.' came tu he regarded as an 
encyelo[)a'dia of flu; hn\', and his 0[)inion was 
the o[)inion of the highest court, lacking only 
the judicial authority. 

The late ( iovernor Huhhard in aiial\'zing the 
life and professional character of Mr. Hunger- 
ford, used the words: "He was, I think, the 
most learned lawyer at the Ijar of this State. 
In saying this 1 do not forget Sherman and 
P>alil\\in, and Ingersoll and Perkins, ami such 
as they. 1 dnul.it, if, as a. legal seholar, the har 
i)f America had his superior. As an advocate 
he had few of the graces of the oratiir. His 
manner, thougli not awkward, was not grace- 
ful. His temperament was not magnetic, his 
mind not imaginative or brilliant, and he 
rarely rose into el(i(pience. His voiee was 
somewhat harsh and untrained. Ilis style 
was not free from certain mannerisms, and he 
somet imes smothered a little, his argument, as 
it seemed to me, N\'ith an excess of readings 
and citations. But in spite of all this, he was 
eminently successful, both to the court and to 
the jury ; to the court, of course, because he 
was a [)rof(iund lawyer, and t) the jury be- 
cause, though not a, brilliant ad\'ocate, he })os- 
sessed a vig<irous common sense whi(;li [lierced 
to the mari'dw of a ipiestidii and an honesty 
which was transparent. In a word, "be was, 
within the range of his friendship — a range, (o 
be sure, somewhat limite(l — (iiie of the most 
gentle, simple-beai'ted and lirotherly of men, 
a, man of almost womanly innocence and 
purity of life. I ha\'e never known but one 
iiuui who 1 think ex(.u'ede(l him in these (juali- 
ties. He, t<io, was a lawyer. It was that 
rarest of men, the late ( lovernoi- Seymour." 

Mr. Huugerford had no ini-lination for poli- 
tics, and ri'fused even a seat U[)Oii the bench of 



23 



THE JUDICIARY AND THE BAR OF NEW ENGLAND. 



the Superior and Sui)reme Court. In East 
Haddani he represented the town several times 
in tlie general assembly, and likewise repre- 
sented Hartford after his removal to that city. 
He was a member of the constitutional conven- 
tion of 1818, and is believed to have been the 
last survivor of that distinguished liody of men. 
In political afhliation he originally was a 
federalist, later a whig and finally a repuldican. 



CHARLES HAWLEY, tlie famed special 
})leader of tlie old Fairfield county bar, 
and witiial one of the al)lest trial lawyers of 
the State in liis time, lieutenant-governor of 
Connecticut from 18.j8 to 1842, M'as born in 
the town of Huntington (now jNIonroe), .June 
1-"), 1792, and died in Stamford February 27, 
1 8(36, ha\'ing passed his entire life in his native 
county, except the lirief occasion when he was 
called away on professional errands or when 
serving as a public otticial. He was purely a 
domestic man, loving first his home and fam- 
ily, then his profession, and liaving the least 
regard for public lionors. He ^\■as the provi- 
dent head of a Morthy family and left to his 
clnldren an untarnished record of projjity and 
integrity, as well as a handsome fortune. In 
his early })rofessional life he knew something 
of the hardships and struggles which beset the 
pathway of young lawyers, yet lie, more fortu- 
nate than many others of his time, was chosen 
judge of proljate for the Stamford district and 
held that office from 1824 to 1838, acquiring 
therefrom the means of support while j^i't'par- 
ing himself for the great legal struggles of Ins 
sul)se(jucnt career. 

Governor IIa\\-Iey — he was thus known after 
his election to the vice-governorship — was 
given the advantages of a good early educa- 
tion, and in Yale college, where he was grail- 
uated with honors in 181.'>, he was remarkably 
proficient in his studies. He was a natural 
student, an e;isy learner and one for whom the 
hardest classes had no terrors. So it was in 
later vears in the field of actual legal contest, 



for he still retained his habits of study, ab- 
sorbing readily all that he read, and in the 
trial courts he feared no antagonist, however 
formidalile. His adversaries often were sur- 
prised by his learning, his logic and his abund- 
antly mental resources, and were not infre- 
quently amazed at his native power and ability 
to convince. Before tlie jury he addressed 
himself to the understanding of his hearers in- 
stead of appealing to their passions. He was 
fruitfiil in resource, yet never would resort to 
trick or expedient at the sacrifice of principle. 
(Governor Hawley acquired his early legal 
education at Newton, where he was a law stu- 
dent in tiie office of Asa Chapman, and also 
in Litclifield in Judge Gould's law school. He 
came to the l)ar in 1815, and in the next year 
Ijegan practice in Stamford. At first his suc- 
cess was f|uite indifferent, and he soon was per- 
suaded that East Haddam offered l^ettei' 
inducements to a young lawyer. Ide made 
the change, but after a brief residence in East 
Haddam he returned to Stamford, where he at 
length achieved greatness in the ranks of the 
]>rofession; and his honors were won fairly and 
well, and wholl)' through his own industry 
and personal effort. Fle iiad little inclination 
for politics and no love whatever for it. He 
represented Stamford se\'eral times in the 
lower house of the assemljly and the twelfth 
district twice or tlu'ee times in the senate, but 
this he looked upon as a duty, and to that in- 
tent only it was a pleasure to him. From 
18.j8 to 1S42 he was lieutenant-governor of the 
State, and while he was a capal)le public 
officer, earnest and faithful to every duty, in 
his heart he vastly preferred the pursuits of 
l)rofessional life and the quiet and congenial 
surroundings of home. 

As remembei'ed liy older memljers of the bar, 
Mr. Hawley was a man of large and command- 
ing physique, uniformly dignified and gentle- 
manly in mannei-, courteous always to his 
antagonist and properly deferential to the 
court. He was upright in every walk in life, 
a regular attendant at church service, fjut was 
not directly identifie<l with any church. 
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THOMAS SCOTT WILLIAMS, of whom 
it is said that "his mind seemed to work 
by a law of its own, so that even without tiie 
control of his higli moral (juaiities it coidd 
hardly liave gone astray," was an associate 
justice of the Su})reme Court from 1.S29 to l.s;>4, 
and chief justice from December .3(1, 18o4, to 
1847, then retiring from the Ijench on attain- 
ing his seventieth year. Lie was born in 
Wethersfield, June 2(i, 1777, and died in Hart- 
ford, December 15, 18(il, aged eighty-four 
years. Llis father was Ezekiel ^\'illiams, for 
manv years high sheriff of Hartford county. 




THOMAS S, WILLIAMS. 



Judge Williams must have been an apt 
pupil in llis earlier years for he was graduated 
at Yale college in 1794. He then became a 
student in Judge Tai)ping lieeve's law school 
at Litchfield, and afterward continued his 
studies with Judge Zephaniah Swift, tlien 
a practicing lawyer of ^\^indham county. In 
1799 he was admitted to practice and began 
professional work. In 1803 he removed to 
Hartford and afterward, for fifty-eight years, 
he was a conspicuous figure in legal and social 
circles in the capitol city. 

As a justice of the Supreme Court, Judge 
Williams possessed a vigorous and comprehen- 



sive mind. His jierfect integrity and his 
intrepid assertions of his views of I'ight com- 
manded the confidence of the community and 
the detei-minations of his intellect werei'cgarded 
as almost infallible. He seemed to have an 
intuitive perce()tion of the merits of a case and 
of the leg;il principles it involved. He united 
modesty and (juietness of mannei- with the 
utmost Hriiuiess. His walk in eveiy day life 
was correct, and he was a liberal sui)porter of 
all worthy causes. J'^or many years he was a 
memljcr of the American board of foreign mis- 
sions ami of the American Bible society, and 
at the time of his death he was president of 
the American Tract society of New York. 

Moreover, Judge Williams was an active 
figure in State politics; was a member of the 
lower house of the general assembly in 1815 
and LSK), L819, 1.S25, 1827 and 1«29; was 
representative in congress from l.Sl7tol819. 
In 1S29 he was appointed associate judge of 
the Su[)reme C'ourt, and in 1834 was made its 
chief justice. 



/~>HAI;LES chapman, the most brilliant 
\_y advocate of the Connecticut liar, the 
shrewdest criminal lawyer in New England, 
and withal one of the ablest general legal prac- 
titioners in the same region, began his [H'ofes- 
sional career in New Haven soon after he came 
to the bar, and remo\-ed thence to Hartford in 
1S32. He does not appear to have Ijeen 
specially conspicuous in pulilic life, although 
he was an ardent whig, representing his party, 
and Hartford, several terms in the legislature, 
in congii'ss in 1851, and serving as United 
States attorney for tin' district of (Connecticut 
from 1841 to 1844. 

Politics, however, was an incidental indul- 
gence on his part, and while his j-eeord in 
pul)lic otfice \\as entirely commendalde, his 
especial stitaigtli lay in the practice of the law, 
in the ci\-il as well as the criminal courts, and 
he was a veritable legal giant, with no supe- 
riors and hardly an equal. Indeed, he was the 
eml)odimeid of legal strength, and combined 
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in his mental ureliiteotnre all the varied ele- 
ments of the successfnl lawyer. No complex 
situation dismayed liim, no antagonist over- 
awed him, no case baffled his power of com- 
[)rehension and no contumacious or untruthful 
witness esca[ied hinr or his terrihly searching 
cross-examination. Did the occasion denumd 
it, his sarcasm was bittei', yet he was the soul 
of honor with a candid witness, and courteous 
always \\\i\\ his professional antagonist, 
esjiecially \\hen dealing his severest hlows. 
He strode into every intellectual contest 
ariued cap-a-pie, he struck no foul blow, and 




CHARLES CHAPMAN. 

victor or vanquished was still a knight, with- 
out fear and without reproach. 

As a criminal lawyer Mr. (_'lia[iman enjoyed 
a more tljan Statewide reputation, and during 
the period of bis practice he was called to the 
defense in some of the most noted criminal 
trials ever lirougbt before the courts in this 
State. His success in cases of this character 
was as luarkeil, but not more so, as those in 
the ci\'il courts, yet he never deserved to be 
classed as a criminal lawyer. \\\\\\ liim it was 
a question of professional duty rather than per- 
sonal choice. l)ut under whatever standard he 
watred Uual warfare he always was the same 



determined foeman, asking no quarter, yield- 
ing none, but never turning victory into ruth- 
less slaugliter of his oi^ionents. 

As a lawyer, according to his liiographer, 
Mr. Chapman's resources wej-e inexliaustable, 
and as an advocate before the jury his powei' 
was marvelous. His wit was keen, his jiathos 
admirable, and in readiness of retort he \\'as a 
mastei-. His delivery was natui'al and not 
studied, and he seemed always unconscious of 
his own strength. In Governor Hubbard's 
analysis of Mr. Cluijiman's character we find 
these words: "In professional attainments 
purely scientific he was, I think, excelled by 
some of his brethren. His taste did not run 
largely into the field of dry science or techni- 
cal law. But in natural parts, in tlie ready 
connnand of all liis resources, in sti'ategic skill, 
and in the giaces of oratory, he had, as I think, 
no etjual at the bar. In that kind of labor and 
research which precedes the trial of a case and 
which we call preparation, he was excelled Ijy 
many of bis l)rethren, Ijut when the houi- of 
trial cairje and the harness was to be [)ut o]], 
he addressed himself to the work with a will 
and \\ith a marvelous intuition." 

(Jbarles Chapman \\as born in Newtown, 
Connecticut, .lune ^1, 1799, and died in Hart- 
ford, August 7, 1869. He was the son of Asa 
Chapujan, a judge of the Supreme Court of 
this State h-om iSlS to ls25. Of the early 
life and schooling of the son little is wow 
known, but his legal education was acquii'ed 
under the instruction of his father, also in the 
office of Chief .lustict Thomas Scott Williams, 
and in the Litchfield Law school. His jiro- 
fessional career was l)egun in New Haven, 
where he practiced several years, removing 
thence to Hartford in IKVI. 



THOMAS CLAl'P PELKINS, the leader 
of the Hartford Ijar and for irianv years 
[)re\'ious to his death one of the i)re-eminent 
lawyers of Connecticut, was a native of Hart- 
ford, born .luly 29, 179.S, and died in that citv 
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October 11, 1<S70, in liis scveiif y-tliird year. 
His father wa.s Eiiocli Perkins, a lawyer of 
prominence in Hartford, and liiw mother was 
a (hiughter of Rev. 'I'imothy Piti^in of Fariii- 
ington. On hotli sides he was descended from 
good old New Enghuid ancestors. His ciirly 
education was aci|uired in the Hartford Oi'am- 
niar school, and in Yale college, whei'e he was 
graduated in PSl.S, the salutatorian of his class. 
He then read law with Seth P. Staples, of New 
Ha\'en, and came to the har in Hartford in 
1820. 

From the time he entered the ranks of the 
profession to the close of his long, successful 
career, Mr. Perkins de\'ote<l his attention 
closely to the practice of la\\-, and in that 
special held of action alone he achieved emi- 
nence, without the aid of puhlic ottice as a 
step[)ing-stone to greatness. It is true that he 
was occasionally called to political station, hut 
never of his own volition, and always against 
his personal inclination. Twice he re}ire- 
sented Hartford in the general assend)ly, and 
twice he was appointed State's attorney for 
Hartford county, ser\'ing in the lattei- capacity 
from 1840 to 1«42, and again from 1 S44 to 
l84lj. He also foi' a few years was Pnited 
States attoi-ney for the disti'ict of ('omiecticut- 
Upon the deatli of Chief .Justice Williau] Lucius 
Stori's he was electe(l associate judge of the 
Supreme Court, hy an almost unanimous vote 
of the legislature, hut he declined the ottice. 

Mr. Perkins was well schooled for [)rofes. 
sional life. Plis studies wt're pursueil chieily 
with Mr. Staples in New Haven, yet his own 
father, hinjself a good law\'er, was a guiding 
force in shajiing him for tlie law. The father 
and son were not associated in practice and 
the lattei' always depended on his own mental 
resources for success. For a time, howevei', 
ho practiced in partnership with Isaac Perkins, 
wdio, ^^ Idle of the sanie surname, was not a 
i-elative. 

In October, 1.S70, on the aniiouncenjcnt in 
court of Ml'. Perkins' death, Judge Shipman 
delivered an address appi'opriate to the occa- 
sion, and in the course of his remarks he said : 



"It is well, ])rethi'cn of the bar, to pause here 
at the threshold of his grave and foi' a moment 
consider those ipialities which made him an 
eminent ami useful lawyer, corjnnanding the 
I'espect of his [ji'ol'ession and the pul.ilic for 
nearly half a centui'y and ilown to his death. 
We arc all aware that there are p(;rsons of in- 
telligence who ]iul no N'cry high estimate upon 
our ])rofession, and who seem to think that its 
uninterrupte(l pui'suit tends to nari-ow the in- 
tellect and harden the heart. We think and 
we know that this judgnjcnt is unfounded; we 
have seen it constantlv refuted in the lives of 




THOMAS C. PERKINS. 



great lawyci's by displays of intellectual power 
as comprehensix'c, and by personal worth as 
I'ich and jiui'c as the rccoi-ds of any profession 
can ])resent. On the roll of such example 
which this ('(imiiion wealth has to oifer is in- 
sci'ibcil tli(! name of Thomas ( '. Perkins. 

" \Ve all know how steadily Mi'. Perkins 
devoted himstdf to the business of his pi'ofes- 
sion. Fi'om the in('ei)tion of his cases to their 
final dctei'nnnation, tbi'ougb all the stages of 
consultation and prepai'ation foi- trial, his 
labors were thorough and constant. As an 
associate he shirked no sliai'e of the burden. 
To the pi'climinai'y details, which nuist be 
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investigated and isettled in tlie office hy patient 
industiy, lie devoted Ids energies as cheerfully 
as to the part to be performed in the jiresenee 
of the court and the public. In this pai'ticular 
he was, \\hile the acknowledged leader of tlie 
bar, as considerate of liis juniors as he was in 
former years of his equals. 

"But he was not a mere })lodder, with no 
resources except what result from accumulat- 
ing precedents from the ]x)oks. He possessed 
an intellect of great native acuteness and 
vigor. His perceptions were cjuick and his 
mind seized with readiness and wielded witli 
strength the materials which his case and the 
law afforded. Both as a counselor and an ad- 
vocate the bar has long conceded his at)ility. 
His intellect was strong and active, l)ut not 
showy. In his a<ldresses to the court or jury 
he was neither graphic, pathetic nor witty. 
He displayed no brilliant rhetoric noi' stately 
declamation. He ^\•as not a formal, rigid 
logician, following step by step through long 
argument the process of exact deduction. But 
he saw every feature of the case in hand, the 
nature and bearing of every fact and princi])le, 
and shed light upon every part by full, leai-ned, 
discriminating and luminous discussion. 

"He was courteous and respectful not only 
to the court but to his brethren at the bar, ami 
he almost in\'ariably maintained this bearing- 
even in the fiercest professional struggles. He 
was a good judge of character and saw the 
\\'eak as well as the strong traits in others. 
He expressed himself freely in estimating 
others, l)ut there was no caustic in Ins criti- 
cisms. He shot no jiersonal arrows. In<leed 
the wliok' tendency of his mind ami heart was 
lo look on the Ijright side of all things. 

" Though Mr. Perkins' time and talents 
were mainly concentrated on his profession, it 
is well kno^^■ll that he was a man of though^ 
and culture in other departments of knowledge 
He was well ac<]uaiiited with the liest produc- 
tions of wit ami genius, and in the house of 
relaxation solaced and retVesbeil his mind with 
the treasures of literature. He was eminently 
fitted to ilischarge the practical duties of jail)- 



lic life. The few offices he held were not the 
mo.st distinguished, and they sought him, and 
not he them. He honored them rather than 
they him. J5ut it is not in political circles, or 
legislative bodies, or po})ular a.ssemblies that 
his loss is mostdeei)ly felt. It is in the courts, 
in the midst of the bar, and on the hearthstone 
of home that the sjiadow of his death is 
fallen." 



TRUMAN SMITH, whose professional and 
[)ublic life was a part of the political his- 
tory of two States, was a native of Roxbury, 
Connecticut, born November 27, 1791, a de- 
scendant of a family whose surname was promi- 
nent in the early history of the bar of this 
State. He was graduated at Yale college in 
1815 and prepared himself for tlie law in 
Litchfield, Mdiere he was admitteil to practice 
in 1818. 




TRUMAN SMITH. 

iMr. Smith Ijegan his professional career in 
Litchfield and soon attained a standing of 
[)roiiiineiice in the courts, for he was a lawyer 
of universal ability, both in the trial of bis 
cases and as an advocate. He was an active 
factor, too, in pufilic politics, and for three 
years ('18;;i, 18;!l> an<l 18.34) he represented 
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Litchfield in the l;(mici';i1 :issciiihiy. In l.s;>9 
he was elected to cougi'css, and was re-electt'd 
in 1841, representing tlie fourth ('onnecticut 
district. 

Although an eminent lawyer, ha\'ing an ex- 
tensive practice in the higher courts, ^Ir. Sniitli 
had a strong inclination for politics and puhlic 
life. More than tliat, liis worth and ])ronii- 
nence were a])])reciatc<l hy tlic [leople of the 
State, and tliey deniandcd of hiui his time and 
service in the jaihlic interest. In 1848 lie was 
a delegate to the whig national convention 
that nominated lieneral Tayloi' Ibi' the presi- 
dency, and as chairman of tlic national com- 
mittee of his party he was lirought into 
acquaintance with the foremost men of the 
country, one of whom was Mr. Lincoln, after- 
ward president. In L849 he was elected sena- 
tor in congress and served one term. 

In 1854, on his return from the senate, Mr. 
Smith took up his residence in Stamford, where 
he was engaged in [>ractice. lie also opened 
and for jnany yeai'S maintained an ofHce in 
New York city, de\'f)ting his time chiefly to 
[)rofessional woi'k in the hitter place. Here, 
too, his worth was recognized, and ujion the 
creation of an international C(.)urt to ailjust 
slave-holding questions hetween citizens of the 
United States and (Ircat Ih'itaiu, he was a[)- 
l)ointed liy President Lincoln to the hench of 
the court of New York. He serve<l in that 
cai)acity until the court passed out of exist- 
ence through the emancijuition of the slaves. 
In 187i^ he retired from practice and from pub- 
lic life, and afterward lived in Stamford, in 
quiet and comfort, uidil the time of his death 
in 1884. 



RICHAHI) DLDLLY IirHBAKD, the 
acknowdedge<l leader of the har in this 
State, governor of Connecticut in LS77-lS7i», 
was Ixjrn in Beilin, Hartford c()unty, Se})tem. 
her 7, 1818, and died in Hailford, Leln-uary 
28, 1884. Early in life he was left an orphan 
with means haridy suthcieut to maintain hiii]- 
self while completing his early education. He 



graduated at Yale college in Ls:!9 and then 
began the study of law with ^\'illiam Hunger- 
ford. He was admitted to jjractii'e in 1842, 
and belbre he had seen ten years of sictive life, 
he was at the head of the Llartford har; an<l 
while he continucMl to grow in professional 
strength in later years he was apparently un- 
conscious of his real worth and of the fact that 
he was the foremost lawyer of his time in the 
State. 

(Governor Hubbai'd was appointed State's 
attorney in 184(5, and held that ofHce, except 
two years, until 18(J8. Duiing the war of 
1861-18()o he was a union or war democrat 
and ably supported Mr. Lincoln's policy 
throughout that dark period. In 18(J7 he was 
elected to congress, hut a single session in that 
l)ody satisfied his i)olitical ambition ami he de- 
clined renomination. In 1876 he w'as elected 
governor of Connecticut and was the first in- 
cuinbent of the office under the two years 
term system. 

But it was as a lawyer rather than a states- 
man that (lovernor Hubbard achieved his 
greatest fame. He not only was the first law- 
yer in the State, but was also the greatest 
orator at the l>ar. One of his eulogists said of 
him: "His words and sentences Ijlazed like a 
sun. At times, disregarding the strictest rules 
of the rhetoricians, his grand thoughts fouml 
expression in pungent and incisi\'e phrase, 
wdiich sparkled with originality and freshness. 
He had no room for common-place things in 
idea or foian. His arguments, addresses and 
eulogies are the finest forensic efforts of our 
nation, and his State pa[>ers are among the best 
contributions to political literature. He was 
e-\'clusive in his aH'ections, Init he was broad in 
his synq)athics. With the tunudt of his whole 
personal force he bated des|.>otisms and oppres- 
sions, cix'il, social and ecclesiastical, anrl he 
ladd the enumcipafors in high honor. He 
waited for puldic ottice, and that in a day wdien 
|)olitical gardens blossoiiKMl with (daims and 
bf>oms and s(df-[iusbiiigs, and wdien modesty 
had "'one out iif tln' coru'cntions as a lost 
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In alludiiii^- to (lovcnior IIubl>ard's clianic- 
teristicf* as a. lawyer the same eulogist (the 
gifted and eloquent Robinson) said: "?Iis 
presence was the presence of a master, in the 
struggles of reflection, the flashes of insight, 
the responsibilities of counsel, the preparation 
of causes, the perils of examinations and the 
triumphs of advocacy. There is no weapon of 
honorable warfare which he did not wield ; 
there is no method of skillful defense which he 
di<l not use. No conflict of authorities con- 
fused him, for he poui'ed them all into the 
crucible of his fervent analvsis and Ijurned 




RICHARD D. IIUUBARD. 



away their dross. He feared no antagonist 
however great, lie des})ised no associate how- 
ever humble. He brought to his practice 
great learning, but he was linked to no past 
which nmst not yield to a jjetter ])resent. He 
honored a technicality which covered a princi- 
ple or was tied to a policy, Ijut for a technicality 
which had only the credentials of scrupulosity 
and of weed-tithing, he had only contempt. 
The wisdom of the old judges beheld in high 
respect, but for their wigs and gowns he had 
only a smile. 

In 1867 (iovernor Hubbard formed a law 
partnership with Loren P. Waldo and Alvin 
P. Hyde, the Arm style being Waldo, Hubbard 



cfe Hyde. This relation was contiiuied until 
the death of Judge Waldo in 1881, and then 
was changed to Hubbard, Hyde & Gross, 
Charles E. Gross then coming into the firm. 
Upon the death of Governor Hubbard in 1884, 
the style became Hyde, (iross & Hyde, and 
still later, in 1894, upon the death of Alvin P. 
Hyde, again changed to ({ross, Hyde & .Ship- 
man. 



JEREMIAH I-IAE,SEY was Ijorn in Pres- 
^ ton, Connecticut, February 8, 1822, and 
died February 9, 1896. He was descended 
from the very best New England Puritan stock. 
His parents were .Jeremiah S. and Sally Prew- 
ster Halsey. On his father's side he was a de- 
scendant in the seventh generation of Thomas 
Halsey, one of the founders of Southampton, 
on Long Island, tlie first English town in New- 
York. His grandfather, also named Jeremiah 
Halsey, was born in Stonington in 1743, and 
came to the bar in New London in 1770. 
During the revolution he abandoned the law, 
entereil the American army and was advanced 
through the grades of ensign and captain to 
the rank of colonel. He was a recruiting 
office]' under Washington, one of the captors 
of Ticonderoga, and the first commissioned 
naval officer of the United States. On his 
mother's (the Brewster) side Mr. Halsey was a 
descendant of Elder William Brewster, the 
leader of the Mayflower pilgrims. 

Mr. Halsey's young life was beset with 
afflictions, yet he succeeded in acquiring a 
good education at home before health consid- 
erations compelled him to seek the milder 
climate of the south. He studied hiw at Ha wk- 
ensville, (ieorgia, and was admitted to prac- 
tice in that State in 1845. In the latter part 
of the same year he returned home and was 
admitted to tlie Windham county Ijar. In 
Septemlier, 1849, he formed a partnersliip with 
Samuel C. Morgan and entered upon his pro- 
fessional career in Norwich. He was in active 
practice in that city until a few months pre- 
vious to his death, and that he was indeed a 
busy lawyer is disclosed in the fact that every 
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volume of the State i'ei)Orts IVoin 22 tci 65 in- 
clusive, with l)ut one exception, contains a 
record of cawes in wliich his iiaiiie a])pears ass 
counsel. In lS7t) he was admitted to [iractice 
in the United iStates Supreme ('ourt, and lie- 
fore that tribunal he gained some of his most 
notable triumphs. 

"In moral atti'ibutes, in mental character- 
istics and personal appearance Mr. Halseyhore 
the stamp of his illustrious Puritan ancestry. 
A lover of truth and justice for their own sake, 
of intellect cleai'and penetrating, calm and self- 
controlled temperament, lucid in ex[iression 
and convincing in logic, deejily learned in the 




JEREMIAH HALSEY . 

principles, practice and detail of his profession 
and gifted with a power of discrimination 
which made easy the practical apjilication of 
them, he was as counselor, trier ami advocate 
at once, unequaled at the bar of this State. 

"Always interested in puldic atl'airs, Mr. 
Halsey was not fond of office, nor did he seek 
it. He represented Norwich in tlie general 
assemblies of 1 852-1853 and 1859-18G0. Fj'om 
1853 until his resignation in 1871, lie was city 
attorney of Norwich, and from 1883 to 1888 
was corporation counsel. In 1873 he was aji- 
pointed a meniljer of the new State house 



commission, and continued a mejnber of that 
board until tlie comphstion of the new capitol. 
" I'nassuming and simple in manner, Mr. 
Ilalsey was possessed of an uiuisual clieerful- 
ness and sweetness of disposition \\diich im- 
pressed all who came in contact with him. 
His charity was great and tar-reaching, and 
he was intimately associate<l as director oi" ad- 
\'isor with all tiie [irincipal educational and 
charitable institutions of his home city. A 
consistent Christian and devoted churchman, 
he \\as for many years connected witli Christ 
church, Norwich, as member, \'estiTman and 
warden. In 1882 Trinity college conferred on 
him the degree of LL. D." (Extracts from 
biography written by Willis Anson Briscoe). 



FRANK LOUIS II UNCERFOKD, senior 
partner of the Vaw firm of Hungerford, 
Hyde, Joslyn & (iilman, of Hartford, is a native 
of Torrington, Connecticut, born November 6, 
1S43, and is the son of the late .lohn and Char- 
lotte (Austin) Hungerford of that town. He 
was given the advantages of a good common 
school education, was prepared for college and 
in the fall of l8(i() he became a student in the 
University of Vermont, at Burlington. It was 
his original intention to complete the academic 
course, but at tlie end of his second or sopho- 
more year he left the university and took up 
the study of law under the direction and in 
the office of George F. Edmunds (afterwards 
United States senator in congress and one of 
the most eminent constitutional lawyers of 
America), remaining there until l.S(i4. 

While Mr. Hungerford was not a graduate 
of the university, he nevertheless received the 
degree of mastei' of arts from the faculty of 
that institution several years afterward. He 
was admitted to practice in 1«G5, in Burling- 
ton, and soon afterward came to the bar in 
Connecticut. His ])rofessional cai'cer was he- 
gun in Torrington, his native town, where he 
practiced about two years; and in connection 
with his general practice he also served two 
years as judge of pi'obate. In 1 .S7») he removed 
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to New Britain and formed a [)artner.sliip witli 
Charles E. Mitchell, the hrm style being 
Mitchell & Plungerford ; but a few years after- 
ward John P. Bartlett came into the firm, upon 
which the name changed to ^litchell, Hunger- 
ford it Bai'tlett. Mr. Mitchell was a skilled 
practitioner in jjatent law, and while the firm 
naturally was drawn somewljat into what is 
frequently known as patent cases, Mr. Hunger- 
ford did not branch out into that special prac- 
tice, but confined himself chiefly to the general 
practice of the civil courts. More than that, 
he soon gained an excellent reputation as a 
trial lawyer, and a pleasing and forcible advo- 
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cate. These (jualities, of course, drew him a 
large clientage and necessitated liis almost con- 
stant attendance in the trial courts. In 1893 
the firm had ottices in New Britain, Hartford 
and New York city, tlie two first mentioned 
offices being in cljarge of Mr. Huugerfonl, wlio 
tliereupon liecame an active memljer of the 
city Ijar. 

In l''^l»7 (Septemlier), Mr. Hungi'rford and his 
son (William ('. Hungerford, a graduate of Yale 
college in 1S9-'!. and of Yale Law school in 
1895, and who in the latter year Ijecame profes- 
sionallv as.sociated with his fathei',) united their 



practice with that of the city law firm of Hyde, 
.loslyn & Gilman and esta])lished the 2>resent 
partnershii) of Hungerford, Hyde, Joslyn tfe 
Oilman, whose high reputation is well known 
in jirofessional circles throughout the State. 

From what is stated in preceding jiaragi^aphs 
it may be seen that Mr. Hungerford has been a 
busy lawyer for a period of thirty-five yeai'S. 
He is known to possess a thorough under- 
standing of the law, and at the bar of the 
courts he is al.so known as a successful trial 
lawyer. \\\ his present relation as senior 
mendjer of one of the leading law firms of the 
capital city of Connecticut he finds full scope 
for all his power and thus is recognized as a 
valuable aid in the administration of the law. 
Mr. Ednmmls, when first elected senator in 
congress, sought to place Mr. Hungerford in 
charge of Ids large and varied i)ractice in the 
A'ei-mont courts, but tlje latter preferred the 
associations and rjiore congenial infiuences of 
professional life in his native .State. Although 
a busy lawyer at all times he nevertheless has 
found time to engage in business enterprises 
outside the limits of his ticcustomed pursuits, 
as lie is interested in se\-eral of New Britain's 
industrial concerns. P"or many years, too, he 
has been senior counsel for the coi-poration of 
New Britain, in \\hich municiiiality he main- 
tains a residence. Politically he is a reimbli- 
can, and is regarded as one of the most zealous 
advocates of his party's principles in Hartford 
county, yet his participation in political afiairs 
lias been in the interest of his party rather than 
for personal advantage. His brief incumljency 
of the oflice of jmlge of probate and as city 
attorney of New Britain comjirisethe extent of 
his political holdings. 

On December I'l, 1,S7U, Frank L. Hunger- 
ford mari'ied Sarah A., daughter of William 
and Sarah (Blinu) Chureliill, of New Britain. 
Of four children born of this marriage onl\ 
one is now living: William Cburchill Hunger- 
ford, junioi- memlier of the Hit]i of Hungerford. 
Hyde, .Joslvii tV: Oilman. 
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JONATHAN TRr.ArBUr.L, .livinity stii- 
K_) (lent, liuA'ver, judge, go\'ei'ii()i\ wiis lioi'ii 
ill Leliiiuoii, Connecticut, on the 12tli of ( )cto- 
l.ier, 1710. Ilis parents were .l(jsei)li and Han- 
nah (Highy) Ti'umbull and wert' descendants 
iVoni an ohl Scotcti family. In Scothmd the 
name was spelle<l Turnhull, from wdiich it was 
corrupted into Trumhle and then to I'ruinhuil. 
Josei)h, the fatiier, was the son of .John, jr., 
and was liorn in Uowley, ^hlssachusetts, in 
l(i99; .John, jr., was horn in SutHeld, ('oiniec- 
ticut, and \\'as the son of .John, who emigrated 
to America from C'uirdierlancl, I'jiigland. 

•Jonatlian pursued his studies at Harvard 
with a view to enterina' the ministry and was 
graduated in 1727: he receive<l his license to 
preach, jjut never acce[)ted a pastorate, as his 
thought had Ijeen turned to the law, which 
profession he decided was more to liis liking. 
Aftei' a thorough legal training he commenced 
practice and soon interested himself in politics. 
He liad a happy faculty of agreeing with peo- 
ple and yet having his own way, and, as his 
judgment was of the best, his plans usually 
proved wise, w hich made his constituents feel 
they had helped him to do just the proper 
thing and at the right time. This tact added 
to his ]>olitical and professional reputation and 
liis law Ijusiness grew to exceptional projior- 
tions for those days. 

Mr. 'J'rund)ull's })Opidarity and ability as an 
organizer was soon rewarded by an election to 
the assembly. This was in 1 7;].j and he occu- 
pied that position at thirteen other sessions of 
the general court. In 1740 he became assist- 
ant, a judge of the Windham County Court, 
then of the Superior ('curt of the Colony, of 
which he was chief judge from 1 76(1 to 17<J9, 
and in the latter year he was made g(i\'ci'noi-. 
\\lii(di office he ladd until 17.S.'!. 

The whole life of Judge Trumbull was lilled 
with useful and honorable lal>or. Jn addition 
to his activities in law and politics, be was in- 
terested in foreign tra<le with the West India 
islands, wdiich business gi'ew to large propor- 
tions — which necessitated connections in both 
iMitiland and Ilolland. His si'r\-ices wei'c al- 



ways at the command of the colonies during 
the war with the inother counti'y: his advice 
and counsel were solicited Ijy ^\'ashillgton and 
proved a great aiilto that struggling patriot. 
As a judge be was calm, cautinus, exact., and 
brought to his work a keen knowledge of 
human nature. He was well known among 
his contemporaries for his power of patient and 
thoroiigh in\-estigatioii, wdiich enabled him to 
get at all the facts anil the law of coia})licated 
cases; he was a scdiolar of cultivateiJ taste ami 
Hue thought; ga\'e much time, especially in his 
later years, to the study of the IJible and the 
Ilebi'ew language, but left no pulilished writ- 
ings if his official docuiiK'iits may lie excepted. 
He died August 17, 17>!o. 

(Jn the 9th of December, 17oo, .Judge Truin- 
liull was uniteil in mari'iage to ]*^aitli, daughter 
of Re\'. .John Uobinson of Duxbury. Their son, 
•fonathan, gained much distinction as an aide 
to Washington during the Revolutionary war. 
He was afterward elected to the Connecticut 
legislature, ser\'ed as a member of the L'nited 
States congress and w'as speaker of that body in 
1794. In 179() he was elected lieutenant-gov- 
ernor of Connecticut ; goNcruor in 179s, which 
office be held until 1<S()9, wdieii he was made 
chief judge of the Sujireme Court of Errors. 
Through bis iiKilher, he was a lineal descend- 
ant of .Irihn and Priscilla (Mullens) Alden. 



ROCER MIX<:)T SHERMAN, the son of 
Rev. .Josiah Sherman and the nc'phew 
of Roger Sherman, the signer of the Declara- 
tion of Indejieiidence, was born at W'oliurn, 
Massachusetts, on the -!l.!d day nf Ma\', 177.'), 
and died at EairHcld, < 'iinnecticut. Decemlier 
.■'.(), 1814. 'Jdie linaiieial returns h'om preach- 
ing did not enable his father togi\'e Rogei- M. 
a tboi'nugb education and also support his 
famih', so our pros[)ective lawyer, judge, 
patriot, like so many of our counti-ymen wdio 
have acliie\'ed distinetion, had tn eai'ii his way 
wdiile he attendi'd the schools. Notwithstaiid- 
iiig his time had to lie thus ili\'ided between 
studv and woi'k, he w'as gi'aduated from 'I'ali/ 
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at the early age of nineteen years, after wliich 
for three years he tutored in that institution. 
\\'liile teaching lie busied liiniself in studying 
hxw during his spare moments, and in 1796 
was admitted to practice. Fairfiehl was tlien 
tlie official seat for the county of the same 
name, and thither young Sherman moved and 
opened his first office. 

Such was the liumble way in which our 
eminent lawyer began his career- His four 
characteristics, carefulness, thoroughness, truth- 
fulness, courtesy, soon brought him clients, his 
business expanded, and his intellect so im- 
pressed those with wdiom he came in contact 
that lie was regarded by such men as (Gideon 
Welles and .Judge Osborne as having liut one 
superior in all New England — Daniel \V eljster. 
Unlike Welister, however, Mr. Sherman pre- 
ferred private to i)ublic life, and as a conse- 
quence his mental attainments were not 
popularly recognized. The liar of his day, 
however, knew full well his power, and .Judge 
Slierman's opinion was never overlooked, even 
by strong attorneys and advocates of New York, 
Ahussachusetts and other States. On several 
occasions he sent recommendations to the 
heads of the departments of the United States 
government. They presented his side of the 
case so clearly and concisely that his letters 
were turned over to the house and senate com- 
mittees ha\'ing charge of the questions under 
discussion, and in one instance his suggestions 
were made the outline for financial legislation. 
In fact he was often consulted by the leading 
statesmen of his day, an lioiior lie thought 
quite equal to the liolding of [)ublic trusts 
when strife was part of the price pai<l for the 
attaining or keeping of })olitical offices. Spec- 
ulation as to wdiat might have l>een is a use- 
less task, but it is certain his name would lie a 
household word to-da}' in the United States, 
and jierhaps the civilized world, had he al- 
loweil himself to be moi'e active in the politi- 
cal arena. 

Judge Sherman's ability as an orator is best 
described by Senator Hoar in a letter to Frank 
Samuel Child, })ublished liy CJiarles Scrilmer's 



.sons in "An Old New England Town." In 
part Senator Hoar's letter reads: — 

"I have sometimes thougiit that the present 
peneration in Connecticut were not aware how 
very great a man he was. I sat a few years 
ago, at a Yale college commencement, lietween 
President ^Voolsey and the liev. J.veoiiard 
Bacon. Dr. Atwater sat right opposite, so that 
all three joined in the conversation. President 
Woolsey told me that Roger Minot Shermau 
came nearer his conception of Cicero than any 
other human being he had ever heard speak. 
He said Mr. Sherman was unwilling to speak 
anywhere but in court in his own county. 
He was invited frequently to deliver addresses 
or orations at Yale college, but always refused. 
Dr. Atwater and Dr. Bacon both as.sented very 
cordially to President Woolsey's estimate of 
Mr. Sherman." On science, literature, religion, 
educational matters, Judge Sherman also had 
many invitations to speak in all parts of the 
country, but he very seldom accepted, and, like 
the Yale students, his fellow citizens outside 
his county missed many an oratorical treat. 
In 1S29 Yale conferred on him the honorarv 
degree of I^L.D. 

Tliis inclination to keep out of the public eye 
cost Mr. Sherman much political preferment, 
liut he was persuaded at times, and it took no 
little urging on the [lart of liis friends, to accept 
public office. In 1798 he was a member of the 
general assembly : State senator from 1814 to 
1818; delegate to the Hartford convention in 
1814; from 1S40 to 1842 was judge of the 
Superior court. Coming to the bench in the 
full maturity of his powers, after a long course 
of study and practice, thoroughly acquainted 
with tlie rules and principles of the law, he 
neeiled no preparation, liut was ready to enter 
at once upon the duty of a justice, and his work 
has been a model for many a judge in later 
years. 

Judge Sherman married Elizabeth, daughter 
of William Gould, of Brandford, and their 
home was one of the most hospitable in the 
State. 
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